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The History of World Elephant Day
World Elephant Day was created in 2011 by two Canadian filmmaker Patricia Sims and
Thailand’s Elephant Reintroduction Foundation and was first celebrated on August 12, 2012.
The initiative was greatly supported by film star William Shatner who narrated the
documentary Return to the Forest, a fascinating 30-minute film about the reintroduction of
captive Asian elephants to the wild. Currently, the demand for ivory is the biggest in China,
with the price of ivory often exceeding the price of gold, something that makes elephants
bigger targets than ever. Habitation loss is also a danger to the world’s elephant population
as it deprives elephants of the hundreds of pounds of food they need every day, making it
more difficult for them to breed and making it easier for poachers to track them down.
Circuses and tourism are also serious threats to the animals’ well-being. Luckily, an increasing
number of both celebrities and politicians have become interested in the cause, including
Leonardo DiCaprio, Ashley Judd and President Barack Obama.

Celebration of World Elephant Day
I am delighted to inform you that the World Elephant Day was celebrated grandly for the first
time in India on call of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) Govt.
of India. The events on this day were organised on 12th August 2016 at Teen Murti Bhawan,
New Delhi, and was successful in getting key officials from the Ministry and also large number
of participants, including school students.
The Day was inaugurated at 8 am by the Minister of Environment, Forests, and Climate
Change, who also administered a public oath to all participants to conserve and protect
elephants. The Honorable Minister also flagged off a brief rally and participated in a human
chain in the form of an elephant along with school children to show solidarity on this occasion.
Following this, a series of activities were planned, including quiz, slogan competition,
screening of films from Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival and CMS VATAVARAN,
discussions and a formal panel discussion on elephant conservation challenges in India. All
this went on till 2.30 pm and all participants were provided refreshments in between.
Nearly 470 students from 12 schools of Delhi, government officials, members of several NGOs,
Delhi based ENVIS centres and civil society groups participated in the various events. In all,
there were around 600 participants. The CMS ENVIS team worked relentlessly for almost 10
days along with the team of TRAFFIC India and a number of volunteers from colleges who
worked enthusiastically for a full week and at the event. They ensured to get confirmation
from several schools to take part in the event despite the Independence Day celebrations
being round the corner engaging most of them. The Minister of MoEF&CC himself spent more
than an hour and half interacting with the children and the participants.
I am also happy to inform you that TRAFFIC India released new campaign poster on elephant
conservation affected by illegal trade which was appreciated by the participants and the
Ministry.
Some selected events photographs are mentioned below.
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‘Be Sensitive Towards Wild Animals and Elephants’: Anil Dave
Environment Minister Inaugurates World Elephant Day

The Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Shri Anil Madhav Dave, has urged the students to be sensitive towards wild
animals and the elephant, in particular. Addressing a gathering of school students on
the occasion of World Elephant Day here today, Shri Dave said that sensitivity has been
a hallmark of the Indian civilization. He added that students must shun use of ivory
products and other products made from animals’ skin.
The Environment Minister said that like all animals, the elephant teaches us several
lessons. He pointed out that elephant’s trunk is extremely sensitive and teaches all of
us to be sensitive. The Minister added that while the trunk of an elephant is extremely
sensitive and can even lift a needle and on the other hand has the strength to lift heavy
logs of wood. “The elephant has an extremely sharp memory. Similarly, students also
must be able to fully memorise a line or a chapter from a book”, the Environment
Minister told the students. Shri Dave said that an elephant is one of the five most
intelligent animals.
The Minister also administered a pledge to the school students on the occasion. The
students joined hands for elephant conservation and also undertook a conservation
march. The school students also participated in a slogan-writing competition and a
quiz competition were also organised.
***

Elephant has sharp memory, students must learn this trait from
August 12, 2016, India Today
New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI) Arguing that elephant is one of the five most intelligent animals and has "very
sharp memory", Environment Minister Anil Madhav Dave today asked students to learn this virtue of
memorising from them.
Speaking at an event to mark World Elephant Day, he said elephants, like all animals, teach us several
lessons.
"The elephant has an extremely sharp memory. Similarly, students also must be able to fully memorise
a line or a chapter from a book," he said.
He also argued that "elephants trunk is extremely sensitive and teaches all of us to be sensitive".
"The trunk of an elephant is extremely sensitive and can even lift a needle and on the other hand has
the strength to lift heavy logs of wood," he said.
Dave asked students to shun use of ivory and other products made from animal skin and urged them
to be sensitive towards wild animals, particularly towards elephants.
"Sensitivity has been a hallmark of the Indian civilisation. Students must shun use of ivory products
and other products made from animal skin," he said.
The minister also administered a pledge to the students on the occasion.
The students joined hands for elephant conservation and also undertook a march to emphasise it.
They participated in a slogan-writing and quiz competition to mark the day.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/elephant-has-sharp-memory-students-must-learn-this-traitfrom/1/739521.html
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