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World Wildlife Day 2017: Brief Report
As you are aware, the UN World Wildlife Day will be celebrated on 3 rdof March 2017. In
December, 2013, the United Nations declared the 3rdof March as the World Wildlife Day, a
day dedicated to celebrate and create awareness of the endangered animals and plants and
to fight against wildlife crime. The 3rd of March is also the day of adoption of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973.
This year the World Wildlife Day will be celebrated under the theme “Listen to the young
voices”, to encourage young people as future leaders and decision makers of the world to
take pro-active steps towards protecting endangered wildlife. This would also encourage
youth to come together on a common theme, to address the ongoing major threats to wildlife
including habitat degradation, over exploitation and illicit trafficking. With reference to this
theme, the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau under the aegis of the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change, Govt. of India, envisages to organize the celebration of the World
Wildlife Day, 2017 at the National Zoological Park, Delhi.
To mark the occasion the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has conduct
a ceremonial incineration of wildlife trophies at the National Zoological Park, Delhi apart from
various other program/competition to encourage participation of youth thereby pledging a
united national effort to showcase to the world our commitment towards saving our flora and
fauna.
CMS ENVIS was celebrated The World Wildlife Day on 3rd March, 2017 at National Zoological
Park, New Delhi with association of Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, TRAFFIC-WWF, UNDP,
PETA, WTI, WPSI, Sulabh International and NMMH.
The programme turned out be extremely popular with thousands of students from school and
colleges, majority the youth and children, visiting the venue and participating in various
activities. Approximate 150 visually impaired, differently abled and underprivilege students
are also participated from various organisations and actively taking part in clay modelling, TShirt painting, slogan writing, poster making etc. In each competition categories having five
prizes for winners.
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Environment Minister attends World Wildlife Day Celebrations at National Zoological Park
March 3, 2017, New Delhi

Emphasising that India has always been at the forefront of conservation of wildlife, Minister
of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Anil Madhav
Dave, said that common people too had been protecting the forests and wildlife even before
India got its independence. Addressing the World Wildlife Day celebrations at the National
Zoological Park here today, Shri Dave said that the number of lions in Gir stands at 522. India
has the highest number of tigers in the world and other species such as one-horned
rhinoceros. Conservation of wildlife is our collective responsibility and duty", the Minister
added. He also urged the gathering to fight all obstacles to wildlife conservation.
Earlier, a symbolic ceremonial burning of the seized wildlife articles was organized at the
National Zoological Park to mark the occasion. Some of the articles incinerated include 100
leopard skin, 5 tiger skin, 2 lion skin, 1451 snakes skin, 10 elephant tusks and 30 kg tiger bones.
The articles will continue to burn for three days. A committee has been formed to oversee
the burning. State Governments have also been requested to organize inviolable
programmes, including symbolic incineration of seized wildlife articles on the occasion. The
theme for this years celebration of World Wildlife Day is Listen to the Young Voices".
The Government has been providing financial assistance to State Governments to supplement
their share for the purpose of habitat improvement and conservation of wildlife. Some of the
assistance is through dedicated Projects", namely, Project Tiger and Project Elephant. The
budgetary allocation for wildlife conservation has been enhanced from Rs. 346.38 crore in
2015-16, Rs. 475 crore in 2016-17 and Rs. 522.50 crore for 2017-18.
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change, in association with Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau, National Zoological Park, National Museum of Natural History, Environmental
Information System (ENVIS), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), TRAFFIC,
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), Wildlife
Protection Society of India (WPSI) and Sulabh International organised various competitions
for school/ college students including Divyang students at the National Zoological Park. Films
on different aspects of wildlife conservation and illegal trade are also being screened since
February 27, 2017 at the Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh, New Delhi, for school students
to raise awareness among them regarding the importance of wildlife conservation.
India is renowned for the conservation of animals and birds. Wildlife is an integral part of our
life. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) is the nodal agency
in the administrative structure of the Central Government for the planning, promotion, coordination and overseeing the implementation of India's environmental and forestry policies
and programmes. Not only the animals and birds, forests are also worshipped in the form of
Sacred Groves. Several communities like Bishnois of Rajasthan, the Maldhari communities of
Gir in Gujarat have contributed immensely towards the conservation and protection of
wildlife. The exemplary role played by the millions of people residing in the vicinity of forests

is laudable and has resulted in increased populations of endangered animals like tigers,
elephants, rhinos and other species.
Charge dAffaires, US Embassy, Ms. Mary Kay Carlson, Additional Director General, MoEF&CC,
Dr. Anil Kumar, officers of MoEF&CC, Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) and students
from Delhi schools were also present on the occasion.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/environment-ministerattends-world-wildlife-day-celebrations-at-national-zoological-park-117030300761_1.html

India celebrates World Wildlife Day by destroying poaching trophies at Delhi Zoo
March 3, 2017, New Delhi

On a cloudy Friday afternoon at the Delhi Zoo five dead tigers met their end, again. As part of
the World Wildlife Day celebrations organised at the zoo, scruffy tiger hides, intricately carved
elephant tusks, velvety Shahtoosh shawls, were lined up for destruction at the zoo’s
incinerator, an event presided over by the environment minister for state, Anil Madhav Dave.
For India’s first World Wildlife Day celebration, the environment minister emphasised India’s
indigenous culture of conserving wildlife.
“Even before August 15, 1947, we used to do this and 200 years before also we used to do
the same thing,” he said referring to India’s independence from British colonial rule even as
Charge d’Affaires at the US Embassy, MaryKay Carlson, who was a special guest at the event,
looked on.

He was addressing a gathering of about hundred school and college students at the zoo. The
morning was dedicated to various competitions such as clay modelling and painting that
celebrated the theme of this year’s Wildlife Day: Listen to the young voices.
“We are not the only ones that have a right to live, animals have a right to live as well,” Aryan
Saluja, a Class 9 student from Summer Fields School in Delhi. “Some animals are already
endangered; we need to help protect them.”
The government believes destroying seized illegal articles is one way of protecting wildlife.
“Hide of tigers and other products from wildlife were burnt so that people understand that
after the court has passed its judgement, we do not keep these items for any kind of
entertainment purposes,” Dave said.
The incinerating itself had the makings of a solemn ceremony. A cavalcade of vehicles made
their way past an African elephant that is rumoured to sway perpetually, past the white tiger
that mauled a man down recently, just ahead of the animal hospital where the incinerator
was located.
At the clearing in front of the incinerator, Dave surveyed the items designated for destruction,
put on gloves and gingerly patted a dead tiger’s head before leading the procession of tiger
skins. Some of the men who handled the hides did so with their bare hands, others wore
masks and gloves.
“India has the highest number of tigers in the world and other species such as one-horned
rhinoceros. Conservation of wildlife is our collective responsibility and duty,” Dave noted.
For the programme organised by the environment ministry, state wildlife wardens had been
invited to contribute articles seized by them. At the event, however, only items confiscated
by Delhi’s Department of Forest and Wildlife were listed for destruction.
These items were collected from 142 seizures from as far back as 1988.
Senior officials present at the occasion said they expect around 1000 litres of diesel would be
required to dispose of the stash in an affair that will last three days.
“Public is discouraged, both consumers and smugglers,” AK Shukla, Delhi’s chief conservator
of forests and chief wildlife warden said about the aim of the incineration, asserting that
“consumers are not guilt-free”.
India, however, does not host a large domestic market for these products and is mostly the
source of these items and an important node in the illegal trade route for wildlife articles.
India and Kenya have been vocal proponents of destroying seized items not just as a symbolic
event to discourage poaching but also to prevent them from entering the black market again.
While Kenya has organised some of the largest burns of seized items, India relies on the less
glamorous method of incinerating the items and has only organised one such incineration
before.

In 2014, seized items allegedly worth Rs 20 lakh in the black market were destroyed. The value
of this lot would easily be in crores. Each leopard skin is estimated to be worth Rs 1-2 lakh in
the black market, and anywhere between Rs 5-10 lakh if the head and claws are intact. Tiger
skins are even more coveted valued at Rs 10-15 lakh and the Shatoosh shawls are worth
around Rs 5-10 lakh.
This year under Operation Thunderbird, which is INTERPOL’s multi-national enforcement
operation, 2,524 live species of animals that are identified as endangered under India’s
Wildlife Protection Act, were recovered in just 20 days. The seizures included 19.2 kgs of
elephant ivory, one tiger skin, eight leopard skins and a jar of snake venom. In these
operations, 71 people were arrested.
The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, National Zoological Park, National Museum of Natural
History, Environmental Information System (ENVIS), United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), TRAFFIC, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), Wildlife
Trust of India (WTI), Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPSI) and Sulabh International had
all come together to organise Friday’s programme.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/delhi/india-celebrates-world-wildlife-day-by-destroyingpoaching-trophies-at-delhi-zoo/story-zBO54d4xQt3y3e2UInQxqN.html

India Has 70 Per Cent Of World's Lion Population
March 3, 2017, New Delhi

Environment Minister Anil Dave on Friday said India has 70 per cent of the world's lion
population, with spirited conservation methods taking their numbers to 2,400 at present.

Speaking on the 'World Wildlife Day' organised by the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB)
at the Delhi zoo, he noted that wildlife conservation in the country goes back in history.
"India does not need lessons in wildlife conservation as we are the pioneers in this field. It is
due to the spirited campaign of people that we have registered a tremendous growth in the
population of many vulnerable species.
"India has the largest population of lions in the world. We have a whooping 2,400 lions at
present. Similar success has been achieved in case of tigers and other species also," he said.
"Thus, it is our responsibility to set a good example for others to follow. It is our duty to
develop a healthy attitude towards wildlife conservation and fight those who indulge in illegal
activities," he said.
MaryKay L Carlson, Charge' D' Affairs, American Embassy, who was also present at the event,
underlined the importance of local communities in preserving the planet.
"All preservation is local. It starts with individuals and moves on to families and villages. It is
important to acknowledge the role of local communities in safeguarding the nature," she said.
Many schools and colleges of the national capital participated in the event with students
winning prizes for slogan writing and paintings based on the theme of wildlife conservation.
WCCB chief Tilottama Verma said the event was aimed at spreading the message of
environment protection among the youngsters.
The illegal animal products seized from poachers were also burnt in an incinerator at the zoo
as part of the event.
Noting that wildlife has an intrinsic value, Dave said it also contributes to the ecological,
genetic, social, economic, scientific and human well-being.
"MoEF&CC remains committed to conserving wildlife. Budget allocation increased from Rs
475 crore last year to Rs 522.50 crore," he tweeted.
http://businessworld.in/article/India-Has-70-Per-Cent-Of-World-s-Lion-Population/03-032017-113793/

Government marks World Wildlife Day, organises mass burning of poached wildlife
products
March 4, 2017, New Delhi, Shraddha Jandial
A huge consignment of seized wildlife products went up in flames as Union Minister for
Environment and Forests (MoEF) Anil Madhav Dave supervised their being fed into an
incinerator at the Delhi Zoo on Friday.
As was reported by Mail Today on February 25, the government decided to celebrate the
World Wildlife Day by organising this mass burning of poached items, strongly indicating that
it would not tolerate such crimes.
An astonishing 100 leopard hides, five tiger skins, two lion skins, 1,451 snake skins, 10
elephant tusks and 30 kilogram tiger bones were reduced to ashes, when these would actually
cost millions in the wildlife black market.
An MoEF officer said the articles will continue to burn for three days.
A committee has been formed to oversee the burning. The state governments have also been
asked to organise inviolable programmes, including incineration of seized wildlife articles on
the occasion.
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/world-wildlife-day-animal-poaching/1/896517.html

चिचियाघर में जलाए गए जब्त चिए गए जानवरों िे अवशेष
March 3, 2017, New Delhi

जासं, नई दिल्ली : दिश्व िन्यजीि दििस के मौके पर दिदियाघर में सैकिों जानिरों के अिशेष को जलाकर नष्ट दकया गया।
बताया जाता है दक इनकी अंतरराष्ट्रीय बाजार में करोिों की कीमत है और तस्करों से इन्हें बरामि दकया गया था। यहां जलाई
गई िीजों में लैपर्ड दस्कन, कोबरा दस्कन, टाइगर दस्कन, टाइगर बोन, जंगल कै ट दस्कन, दर्यर दस्कन, मंगजू हेयर दस्कन,
दिंकारा दस्कन और हाथी िात जैसी कीमती अिशेष शादमल हैं। उल्लेखनीय है दक िाइल्र् लाइफ क्राइम कंरोल ब्यरू ो की तरफ
से हर साल सैकिों तस्कर पकिे जाते हैं दजनसे करोिों रुपये की खाल, हाथी िात और हर््दर्यां जैसी दमलती हैं दजन्हें
अतं रराष्ट्रीय बाजार में बेिा जाता है। इस गदतदिदि के िलते ही आज िेश के कई जानिरों की प्रजादत पर खतरा मर्ं रा रहा है।
दिश्व िन्यजीि दििस के मौके पर दिदियाघर में जागरूकता के दलए एक कायडक्रम का भी आयोजन दकया गया। दजसमें कें द्रीय
पयाडिरण एिं िन राज्यमंत्री अदनल मािि ििे ने मख्ु य अदतदथ के तौर पर दशरकत की। दिदियाघर का दरप, पेंदटंग, दिव्यागों
के दलए क्ले मॉर्दलंग और ड्राइगं , स्लोगन राइदटंग, टी-शटड पेंदटंग, दक्िज, कै निास पेंदटंग जैसी कई प्रदतयोदगताओ ं का आयोजन
दकया गया दजसमें स्कूली बच्िों ने दहस्सा दलया।
http://www.jagran.com/delhi/new-delhi-city-15624801.html

