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The main features of GREEN VOICE are:
Research Paper scholarly written paper contains original research results or reviews existing results or show a totally new
invention related with theme

Column recurring piece or article in a newspaper, magazine or other publication accordance with the theme
In Black and White some of the leading environmental news coverage in the print media for over a quarter
Facets profile of a person who has contributed significantly to environment awareness through media tools
Talk Over exclusive interviews with people actively engaged in environment advocacy such as filmmakers, journalists,
photographers etc.

NGO Vignettes profile of an NGO or civil society organisation also in accordance with the theme
Open Windows useful website links in accordance with the theme
On Air media update on programmes being aired by various channels
Viewpoint article by an expert on some contemporary issue
Feature focuses on particular people, places, and events, and it goes into great detail regarding concepts and ideas of
specific issues

Media Analysis media trend analysis of environment news - quarterly
Latest Green Films regular updates on fascinating films by Indian filmmakers on environment and wildlife
Books latest books and publications on the theme of the newsletter

Environment calendar
January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day
October

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

March

16 – World Food Day

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

21- World Forestry Day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation

23 -World Meteorological Day

of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict
August

10 – World science Day

April

6- Hiroshima Day

21 – World Television Day

5- National Maritime Day

9 – Nagasaki Day

7- World Health Day

9 – International Day of the World Indigenous people

22- World Earth Day

December
2– Bhopal Tragedy Day/ National Pollution Day
11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day

About the Theme
COP20-CMP10, LIMA
Since the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
entered into force in 1994, the Conference
of the Parties (COP) have been meeting
annually to assess progress in dealing with
climate change. The COP adopts decisions and
resolutions and the successive decisions taken
by the COP make up a detailed set of rules
for practical and effective implementation of
the Convention. The COP also serves as the
meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
(CMP) which adopts decisions and resolutions
on the implementation of its provisions.
From December 1 to 12, 2014, Lima will
host the Twentieth Conference of the Parties of
the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP 20). Peru will receive about
15,000 people, which represent 194 countries and
stakeholders from international organizations, civil
society, private sector and several mass media, as
well as presidents and ministers.
COP20 is a crucial moment to reach a climate
change agreement in 2015. The Presidency
of the COP20-CMP10 will lead it with
transparency and inclusiveness, in order to
reach a consensus that will pave the way for the
adoption of a 2015 climate change agreement.
In working together, it is imperative that we:
1. Recognize that the process:
• Has been built over the course of two
decades by all state parties;
• Seeks to achieve consensus through
participation, consultation and inclusive
dialogue.
2. Achieve evidence-based decisions which:
• Are imbued with a sense of urgency,
given the grave unfolding consequences
of climate change, including its impacts on
development and growth, on economies
and ecosystems and, in particular, on the
world’s most vulnerable populations;
• Offer result-focused and high-level
solutions;
• Reverse the harmful trend of humanity
that science has identified.

3. Build on mandates that:
• Were achieved at previous COPs and
must be followed;
• Urge us to reach a climate change
agreement by 2015;
• Entrust us with the task of moving
forward with targets such as national
contributions, adaptation, mitigation,
financing and mobilization of resources,
capacity-building
and
technology
transfer, loss and damage, and REDD+.
4. Take action based on principles that:
• Allow us to listen to all voices and all actors;
• Value transparency in the process;
• Convey trust;
• Recognize successful initiatives, so
that they are reflected in the decisions
adopted by all parties.
5. Are optimistic about Lima’s COP20CMP10 potential because:
• It will be the basis for a new global
climate agreement to be signed in 2015;
• It seeks to promote a growing level of
commitment and global solidarity in the
face of climate change challenges and the
need for sustainable development; and
• It is working towards realistic goals,
such as:
o Producing a coherent draft text for
the 2015 agreement;
o Defining common agreements on
the communication of national
contributions that are both ambitious
and adjusted for each country’s
capacities;
o Increasing the level of transparency
and commitment to step up climate
financing in the short- and medium-

term, including the implementation
and capitalization of the green
climate fund;
o Promoting
and
showcasing
substantive progress in pre-2020
actions;
o Strengthening global adaptation
agendas and support for national
adaptation plans, and build trust in
the implementation of all existent
mechanisms, including REDD+,
technology transfer, and loss and
damage.
6. Emphasize that Peru, as host country,
understands its role represents:
A responsibility
• To provide strong logistics and organization,
given the large scale of the event;
• To facilitate a complex international
negotiation process in a changing world;
• To build an atmosphere of trust, where all
the actors are heard.
An opportunity
• To display the will and capabilities of
Peru, as a part of the Latin America and
Caribbean region, in contributing to find a
global solution to climate change;
• To recognize our own potential in terms
of resources and our own vulnerabilities in
the face of climate change;
• To commit to taking action to achieve lowcarbon growth;
• To build, as part of the COP20-CMP10
adaptation actions, an economy that is
resilient to climate change.
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Viewpoint

More hot air
January 23, 2015, Frontline, R Ramachandran

If the outcome of the Lima climate summit
is any indication, in all likelihood the Paris
agreement in December 2015 will be a weak
and seriously compromised one that will lead
to a 3° C temperature rise by the turn of the
century, with developing countries bearing the
brunt of the effects of severe climate change.
By R. RAMACHANDRAN
THE 20th Conference of the Parties (COP 20)
to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), held during
December 1-12, 2014, in the Peruvian capital
of Lima, not unexpectedly delivered precious
little in terms of safeguarding the world from
the disastrous consequences of severe climate
change. The Lima climate summit was expected
to come out with the basic architecture for a
globally binding agreement to tackle climate
change to be arrived at COP 21 in December
2015 in Paris.
The main aim of this agreement —which will
be a “protocol, another legal instrument or
an agreed outcome with legal force under the
Convention applicable to all Parties”, to quote
the strange phraseology used by the decision
of COP 17 (2011) in Durban—is to limit
carbon emissions from all countries so as to
prevent the globe from breaching the guardrail
temperature increase of 2° Celsius by the turn
of the century, a limit arrived at in the Cancun
summit in 2010. If there was any misplaced
hope at all that Lima would come up with a
satisfactory legal structure to achieve this goal,
it was belied. According to the mandate of
the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban
Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP), which is
entrusted with the task of arriving at the new
agreement, the Paris Accord will enter into
force in 2020.
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The phrase “another legal instrument”
(italicised above) is a reference to the only
binding international treaty that has hitherto
been in place, that is, the Kyoto Protocol. It was
formulated in 1997 and it entered into force in
2005, and its architecture is based firmly on the
fundamental tenets of the UNFCCC, namely:
“The largest share of historical and current
global emissions of greenhouse gases [GHGs]
has originated in developed countries, that per
capita emissions in developing countries are
still relatively low and that the share of global
emissions originating in developing countries
will grow to meet their social and development
needs” (in the preamble); and
“The Parties should protect the climate
system for the benefit of present and future
generations of humankind, on the basis of equity
and in accordance with their common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities (CBDR-RC). Accordingly, the
developed country Parties should take the lead
in combating climate change and the adverse
effects thereof.” (Article 3.1)
Accordingly, the Kyoto Protocol divided
member states into Annex 1 (developed) and
non-Annex 1 (developing) countries, with the
former required to take on binding carbon
emission reduction commitments with respect
to 1990 emission levels. The first commitment
period ran up to 2012, but many countries
failed to meet their respective targets except
for those in the European Union (E.U.), which
probably overachieved its target. COP 18 in
2012 recommended a second commitment
period up to 2020 (the so-called Doha
Amendment), which imposed a second round
of binding reduction targets on 37 countries.
The second commitment period was to ensure
emission pathways in the pre-2020 phase
before the Paris agreement came into force so
that the 2° C goal could be attained.
However, with the United States, a major
carbon emitter which has consistently rejected
legally binding commitments and was never
a party to the Kyoto Protocol, and several
other developed countries now unwilling to
ratify these new commitments, the protocol
framework stands virtually dismantled. In
essence, developed countries do not wish to
accept their historical responsibility of being
the major cause of the present global warming
and are against this differentiated emission
reduction targets mandated by the protocol.
That is, they would prefer a framework that
focusses on limiting present carbon “flows”
in an undifferentiated manner and ignores the
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carbon “stock” in the atmosphere for which
they are responsible.

New phraseology
Therefore, for all practical purposes, the parallel
exercise at climate summits to arrive at further
commitments for Annex 1 countries has lost all
its meaning. At Lima, too, there was not much
headway on this front, and the protocol hangs
in limbo today. To date, only 23 countries, none
of them developed, have ratified the Doha
Amendment; a total of 144 ratifications are
required for it to enter into force. In effect,
developed countries’ rejection of the Kyoto
Protocol means that the differentiating firewall
between developed and developing countries is
slowly being knocked down and the concept of
equity is being given the go by, thereby eroding
the fundamental principles of the UNFCCC.
Indeed, some new phraseology that is not in
the UNFCCC text found its way into the final
outcome document at Lima, which is indicative
of developed countries’ growing attempt
to dilute the ethical principles that form the
cornerstones of the convention.
Since the insidious introduction of this
phraseology by the U.S. into the UNFCCC
process at COP 15 in 2009 in Copenhagen—a
watershed in climate negotiations which
steered the talks (thanks to the U.S.’ backroom manoeuvres) towards the currently
evident rapid downward slide—a bottom-up
“pledge and review” approach to mitigation
commitments, based on voluntary emission
reduction pledges put on the table by
countries, has totally displaced the top-down
legally mandated approach a la the Kyoto
Protocol, which was based on the principles of
the convention and on what science says about
emission pathways that the world needs to
adopt to avoid exceeding the 2° C temperature
rise limit. In fact, it has become the centrepiece
of climate talks today, and there is now a new
phrase for it in the negotiations glossary. It is
known as “intended nationally determined
contributions (INDCs)”, a term that was
adopted in 2013 at COP 19 in Warsaw, with
the Kyoto process being left to die slowly.
The INDCs form the core mitigation element
in the draft text for the Paris negotiations too
and the final 2015 agreement is likely to be
largely INDC-centric. It is not at all clear how
the principles of equity and CBDR can be
built into a pledges-centric and a bottom-upapproach-driven agreement. As has become
the norm since Copenhagen, in Lima, too, the
final conference outcome document, which
is essentially the final draft text for the Paris

agreement, came about 40 hours beyond the
conference’s scheduled closing date. There
was the usual share of acrimonious debates
and high drama, which only resulted in a weak
compromise document. At 1 a.m. on December
14, COP 20 adopted the five-page “Lima Call
for Climate Action” appended with a 38-page
draft text as its annex that is under negotiation.
This final document was the result of several
iterations of a draft before the Parties gave
their consent. The December 12 version of the
draft—which was prepared by the ADP cochairs, Artur Runge-Metzger (of the E.U.) and
Kishan Kumarsingh (of Trinidad and Tobago),
under the guidance of COP 20 president
Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, the Peruvian Minister
of Environment—was rejected outright by
several developing countries. They said that it
was unbalanced and did not incorporate their
views and that there still were unresolved issues
on which the Parties had serious differences.
Among the key issues that were missing from
the draft was the aspect of differentiation and
equity as enshrined in the UNFCCC.
Other contentious issues that had remained
unaddressed were the issue of financing for
the post-2020 period; disagreement over the
scope of INDCs; failure to include the issue
of the “international mechanism for loss and
damage” to poor and vulnerable countries due
to climate change, which was mandated by a
decision at COP 19; and very weak pre-2020
climate action commitments. The draft text
was viewed as being biased towards developed
countries’ positions. While developed countries
wanted the co-chairs’ text to be approved,
developing countries sought the intervention
of the president to restore balance to the text
and to ensure it reflected the views they had
expressed during the negotiations. Pulgar-Vidal
held several closed-door consultations with
country groups through December 13 to find
out what the red lines were and what elements
were acceptable to developing countries.
All along, developed countries wanted the
scope of INDCs to be restricted to mitigation.
Developing countries, on the other hand,
wanted the INDCs to include the related
elements of financial contributions and
technology transfer to assist them in their
mitigation and adaptation actions in the post2020 period. The Warsaw COP had only called
for all the Parties to communicate their INDCs
well in advance of COP 21 without prescribing
the scope or nature of the “contributions”,
whether these related to mitigation, adaptation,
finance, technology transfer or capacity building.

Developing countries argued that by focussing
only on mitigation, developed countries were
pre-judging the nature of the 2015 agreement
in a bid to make it mitigation-centric.
In a similar vein, developed countries also
proposed a system for an ex ante assessment
and review of the INDCs by mid-2015 to see
whether the mitigation contributions added up
would limit the temperature rise to below 2°
C. For instance, in its submission on elements
of mitigation in the 2015 agreement, the E.U.
had proposed that a process be evolved before
COP 21 that was designed to ensure that the
collective level of ambition (all the INDCs
together) brought the world closer to the
below 2° C goal. The E.U. also wanted the 2015
agreement to have a mechanism that allowed a
revisit of the collective mitigation potential.
But these proposals were rejected by
developing countries. They argued that an ex
ante assessment ahead of Paris was beyond the
Warsaw Mandate and also that such a system
would be prejudicial to the negotiations for the
2015 agreement, especially with regard to the
agreement’s mitigation component and to how
the principle of CBDR and equity would be
applied to all elements of the Paris agreement,
including that relating to the individual INDCs.
It was argued that such an assessment might
result in the developing countries being brought
under pressure to enhance their commitments,
whereas there was no assessment or even
information on the financial and technological
support that developed countries needed to
provide. They argued that that their mitigation
potential was linked to financing and technology
transfer, which remained unclear in a mitigationcentric INDC approach.
Following these meetings of the COP president,
a plenary was convened at midnight on
December 13-14, when Pulgar-Vidal gavelled
the decision that passed without any objection.
The final document was seen as being more
balanced, the CBDR principle was restored, a
reference to “loss and damage” was included,
and the INDCs were no longer mitigationcentric, with climate action plans of countries
including elements of adaptation, financing and
technology transfer. The principles of equity
and CBDR now find their place in the preamble
to the Lima document and in paragraph 3 of
the decision.

Contentious paragraphs
While there is general acceptance on the draft
text’s broad elements, there is no universal
agreement yet on its finer details, and the

wordings of many of the paragraphs remain
contentious, with as many as three alternatives
given for virtually every paragraph. Much of
the negotiation on thrashing out a consensual
text has been left for the coming months
before it is finalised in May 2015 to be placed
for consideration/adoption in Paris.
The core elements included in the adopted
text seem to have satisfied all the Parties,
both developed and developing. That may
appear to be a remarkable achievement
given that at one point it had seemed that the
summit might collapse. For instance, India’s
Minister of Environment and Forests, Prakash
Javadekar, who attended the Lima summit,
was quoted as saying: “All our concerns have
been addressed….We have got what we
wanted.”
But this claimed victory may not be actually real
if one looks at it carefully. Take for instance the
issue of CBDR itself, the restoration of which
the developing countries saw as a big victory.
The principle has been incorporated in several
places in the text with an extraneous phrase that
was not there in the UNFCCC. For example,
Decision 3 states: The COP “…Underscores
its commitment to reaching an ambitious
agreement in 2015 that reflects the principle
of common but differentiated responsibilities
and respective capabilities, in light of different
national circumstances” (emphasis added).
The italicised phrase leaves a lot of room for
interpretation, and developed countries could
cite it to their advantage, resulting in actions that
are not commensurate with their differentiated
responsibilities as developed countries. And this
phrase is repeated in a number of places in the
draft text and the alternatives the developed
countries
suggested.
Interestingly,
this
expression has been taken straight out of the
text of the U.S.-China agreement on mitigation
actions announced in November 2014 on
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) meeting in Beijing.
It is also fairly clear that while the emerging
agreement is going to be centred on the
INDCs (which, in the main, would include
emission-reduction pledges), the Lima summit
did not succeed in evolving an appropriate
review mechanism for them. Those Parties
who are “in a position to do so” are urged
to submit their INDCs by the first quarter of
2015 (as required by the Warsaw Mandate)
and others are requested to submit them as
early as possible before October 1, 2015.
The UNFCCC, in turn, will make public a
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synthesis report of the INDC submissions
by November 1, 2015. An analysis of that
will reveal whether the combined efforts will
suffice to limit the temperature increase to
below 2° C. But as of now, only a structure for
the pledge part of the “pledge and review” is
being evolved.
Of course, developing countries did have a
point in rejecting the ex ante assessment and
review process suggested by some Parties. But
this has a flip side to it. Having tacitly accepted
the move towards an INDC-centric global legal
regime, developing countries will now be faced
with a conundrum. If all the INDCs do not add
up adequately and developed nations do not do
enough to meet their historical responsibility,
there is no mechanism to address that and
enforce a correction.
The Lima summit was also expected to see
some ambitious pledges of INDCs from the
Parties, developed countries in particular,
but that too was not to be. It was generally
believed that the summit, coming against
the backdrop of the much hyped U.S.-China
declaration, would infuse some muchneeded momentum to the ongoing pre-COP
negotiations and trigger other countries, too,
to make similar announcements on their
intended domestic mitigation actions. But,
perhaps, the initial hullabaloo gave way to
the realisation that the U.S.-China agreement
did not amount to much in terms of absolute
emission reductions as required by science, in
particular the Fifth Assessment Report (AR5)
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC).

Largest carbon emitters
The respective announcements of these
two largest carbon emitters of the world,
who account for nearly 44 per cent of global
carbon emissions (China 27 per cent, the U.S.
17 percent), in fact, amount to only marginal
improvements over their earlier stated
positions, which will not have any substantive
impact on the long-term prognosis of climate
change. China announced that its absolute
carbon emissions would “peak” around 2030
and that it would attempt to cap emissions
even earlier. It also announced that it would
achieve a 20 per cent share of its energy basket
through renewable sources by that year. The
U.S., on the other hand, declared that it would
cut its emissions by 26-28 per cent by 2025
relative to 2005, which is more than what it
declared in Copenhagen in 2009 and in Cancun
in 2010.
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This is based on what was legislated by the
Congress through the Waxman-Markey
provision in the U.S. Clean Energy and Security
Act of 2009, which was emissions reduction by
17 per cent by 2020 compared with 2005. It
has also stated that this could form the basis
for an 80 per cent cut by 2050 compared with
2005 levels. The U.S. had also indicated that
these revised targets would be its INDCs,
which it would submit to the UNFCCC by
March 2015. Similarly, China had announced
an emissions intensity (ratio of emissions to
gross domestic product) reduction—not a cut
in absolute emissions—by 40-45 per cent by
2020 from 2005 levels.
A little reflection, however, would tell one that
the proposed U.S. cut is not any significantly
deeper than its earlier target. Assuming a
linear rate of emission cuts, a 17 per cent cut
by 2020 would amount to about a 25 per cent
cut by 2025 in any case. Although the U.S. is
not party to the Kyoto Protocol, the protocol
had required a cut its emissions by 5.6 per cent
by 2008 compared with 1990 levels. However,
during this period U.S. emissions actually
increased by 14 per cent. So compared with
1990 levels, the Waxman-Markey reductions
effectively only amounted to 3 per cent and
that too 12 years later. The current proposal
actually means a 12-14 per cent reduction by
2025 compared with 1990 as the base year,
which actually is woefully less than the 40 per
cent cut by developed countries by 2020 called
for by the IPCC and other climate change
research groups. This is also significantly
less than the target of 30 per cent reduction
by 2020 from the 1990 levels set by the 28member E.U.
China’s declaration of a peak year, to which it
had been steadfastly opposed until a few years
ago, is new. However, according to a 2011 study
by the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
(LBNL), it is not a great improvement over
business as usual, which itself would have
resulted in a peaking between 2030 and 2035.
Several Chinese studies, too, have suggested in
the past that a peaking year of 2030 should be
feasible but a target peaking year of 2020-2025
would be a much more ambitious goal and a
significant one to achieve. More pertinently,
the rate of increase towards the peak, when
the decline would start, and the rate of decline
have not been indicated. Already, the current
per capita GHG emission level for China is
about 6.5 tonnes of CO equivalent (compared
with 17.6 tonnes for the U.S.), and according
to estimates, it will be around 12-14 tonnes by
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the peaking year in 2030. The U.S. per capita
emission around then will be similar, which is
way above the two-tonne limit required to limit
the average temperature increase to 2° C. The
Chinese declaration does indicate a possible
earlier peaking year, and one has to wait until
China announces its INDCs to see whether
they are more ambitious than indicated in the
bilateral deal.
Given its track record, one can expect the E.U.’s
declaration of its INDCs, which is also likely to
happen by March 2015, to be reasonable. The
indications from other countries such as Japan
(whose emissions are likely to significantly
increase because of Fukushima), Australia
and Canada, whose target is aligned with
the 17 per cent reduction target of the U.S.,
are, however, hardly encouraging. India, too,
has stated that it is working on appropriate
INDCs, which it will submit to the UNFCCC
sometime this year, and there are reports that
India may also make a bilateral announcement
with the U.S. during President Barack Obama’s
forthcoming visit.

Only symbolic success
In the ultimate analysis, however, the apparent
success of the Lima summit from developing
countries’ perspective is only symbolic. What
they have achieved is to get the original
draft text improved only in form but not in
substance. While they may pat themselves on
the back for having managed to restore the
principles of CBDR and equity in the draft
text, they must be faulted for not coming
up with a well-studied proposal or system
to operationalise these principles under an
agreement that is based solely on unilaterally
announced pledges. In this, countries such as
India and China have failed to lead from the
front.
As such the agreement that is likely to emerge
will lack the structure to enforce climate actions,
particularly by developed countries. If the Lima
summit is any indication, unless something
dramatic happens in December 2015, in all
likelihood the Paris agreement will be a weak
and seriously compromised one that will lead
to a 3° C temperature rise by the turn of the
century. Developing countries, particularly the
poor and vulnerable ones among them who
are already facing the impacts of the 0.85° C
increase since industrialisation began, will bear
the brunt of the disastrous effects of severe
climate change.
http://www.frontline.in/environment/more-hot-air/
article6751498.ece

Article
Challenges of Climate Change: A
Communication Perspective
Dr N Bhaskara Rao is Founder

Chairman of CMS
E-mail:nbrao@cmsindia.org
Speaking recently one of India’s
eminent thinker Gopalkrishna
Gandhi, said “Self-interest
is as old as the invention of the pocket.... It
is leading to the decimation of our natural
resources at a pace that Gandhi would have
called rapacious. Our forests, rivers, waterbodies, wetlands and mines are dying. Our topsoil is perhaps is already dead. And with them
the lives and livelihoods of the wretchedly poor
who are being dispossessed”. He indicates
that something is missing in our concerns.
That is a holistic view of environment. He has
reminded of impending ecological threat that
communicators should take up as a challenge.
This calls for a rethink and larger understanding
of the scenario as to communication support.
What are these issues and factors?

An overview: 2009-15
A six-year review is critical to understand
the direction the news media of the country
is taking in the context of environmental
movement. What could be some such insights
that require to be taken note for further
initiatives and correctives?
A real breakthrough in the coverage of
environment concerns by news channels is not a
possibility as long as TRP-driven content priorities
are followed. Under this model, it is politics,
sports, entertainment and crime which gets
prime concern of channels, even news channels.
Any deviation otherwise is sporadic or temporal
and that too when sponsorship is forthcoming.
Even against that background, it should be
of concern that despite the proliferation of
channels and competition between them and
so much happening around, the news coverage
of environment has not increased in the last
decade. An equally important concern is that the
coverage of environment was not consistent as
compared to the coverage of crime, sports and
even entertainment. The interest of the news
channels seemed to be around other events
oron the availability of sponsorship. One would
have expected some change for good because

of increased competition between channels
during these years. But there are no definite
indications to that effect, since the competition
was primarily a fight for TRPs.
One reason why news channels are not able
to do justice to the coverage of environmental
issues could be because there has been a
shift of certain topics from news bulletins to
features, sponsored or otherwise. Another
reason could be that some of these issues
are not adaptable to bulletins, given the time
limit. - (bulletins cannot accommodate lengthy
or difficult or complex ideas). Or it could also
be because the costs involved in reporting
on the current and contemporary issues of
environment are much more than in the case
of print. And for channels, field-based visual
backup is determental.
However, taking a shift from bulletins, some
TV channels have aired debates, quizzes,
documentaries, and interactive or live
coverage of celebrities. For example, NDTV
launched environmental initiatives by airing
special programmes, which led a few other
news channels to follow suit.
Earlier, some such issues were “spoon-fed” to
news media by Government agencies. Now
in the case of channels, it is the corporates
and such other lobbies or PR agencies which
feed news media. This analysis indicates
that news channels did not have a strategy,
or a focused pursuit to follow up with some
concerns and ensure consistency with an aim
of accomplishing communication tasks. This
is particularly because one of the argument
made, by the then Cabinet in favour of TV in
India going for colour, was that it would help

present complex environmental and wildlife
coverage much more effectively. Sadly, there is
no evidence of such trend.
Negatives like disasters floods, earthquakes,
tornados and hurricane or such stories get
relatively better coverage, perhaps because it is
easy to report about health, damage, lossesrather
than about causes, consequences or analysis into
reasons for environmental decline and disasters
and preventive initiatives called for.
More often than not, channels give insubstantial
coverage to important events particularly in
their news bulletins. For example, in the weeklong global COP conference in Hyderabad 2012
(October – December), news channels focused
more on delegates’ food preferences, local
shopping and the like rather than reflecting their
perspective on the theme of the conference
or summing up of the conference papers
and deliberations in the panel discussions. An
analysis of coverage of such global meets to
do with environment brings out the need for
sensitizing media itself about the significance of
such meets/conferences.
A realistic alternative of low-carbon life style in
India is more likely to come from cultural roots.
This is what the Prime Minister Modi reminded
us recently at the meet of the Ministers.
Importance of climate change mitigation cannot
be communicated in isolation even in a campaign
mode. Any such communication efforts should
facilitate behavior changes and adaptation
to alternative life styles where high carbon
practices are altered. Low carbon life style is
what the Prime Minister has called for. This is
not sustainable unless it is taken to at macro level
of community or a homogenous region.

TV News Trends 2009-14

Source: CMS Media Lab

Figures are Percentage of Total News Time of 6 National News Channels
Figures are based on Prime Time (7-11 PM) Coverage of 6 National News Channels
News Channels–Aaj Tak, DD News, Zee News, Star News/ABP News, CNN IBN & NDTV 24x7
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A climate of bilateralism
February 23, 2015. The Indian Express, Swati
Madan , Shreekant Gupta

Nothing substantial was concluded on trade
and climate change during US President
Barack Obama’s recent visit to India, despite
expectations that agreements in those areas
would be key outcomes of the summit. On
the latter, before the visit, senior White House
officials had stated they were hoping to ink a
deal along the lines of the agreement Obama
signed with Chinese President Xi Jinping in
November last year. But the fact that no such
deal was concluded does not mean Obama or
the US establishment will stop treating climate
change as a bilateral issue, or that they will
not try to cajole India into taking on targets to
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
It is not surprising that Obama, in the last two
years of his presidency, should do so. There
is limited scope for him to push his domestic
agenda on climate change. Thus, bilateral
deals on climate, as with China, have taken on
importance. But the irony of Obama seeking
curbs on India’s GHG emissions is inescapable.
The US Senate twice rejected that humans are
causing climate change as recently as January,
even as their own scientific bodies unequivocally
concluded that 2014 was the warmest year on
record. Thwarted as he is on the domestic
front, Obama seeks bilateral accords with China
and, now, India. Parenthetically, the Obama-Xi
accord to reduce US GHG emissions by 2628 per cent in 2025 compared to 2005 means
little. Without the force of a globally binding
treaty agreed under the auspices of the UN
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Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), bilateral deals mean little. It is also
evident that many American politicians and the
public have little appetite for deep and rapid
cuts in their own emissions. At the same time,
they are beating up on India for using coal to
eliminate the energy poverty of its people.
The climate bilateralism Obama pursues sets
a dangerous precedent that undermines the
multilateral framework under which the world
seeks a meaningful global treaty on climate
change. The key principles of this treaty, as
articulated in the UNFCCC, are of equity and
“common but differentiated responsibilities”
(CBDR), whereby rich countries were to
take the lead in addressing climate change in
accordance with their level of development
and historical contribution to the problem.
In bypassing this multilateral framework,
Obama is re-enacting the ad hoc Copenhagen
agreement he cobbled together in the dying
hours of the 15th Conference of the Parties
(COP 15).
The most surreal moment of the 15 hours he
spent there in 2009 was when he reportedly
burst into a room where the BASIC leaders
were gathered. An hour later, with the
“accord” drafted, he confronted another
roomful of leaders from the EU, Australia and
Canada and made them agree to it. It was
at best a statement of intent and at worst a
dangerous distraction, even a threat to global
negotiations under UN auspices. As expected,
nothing much came of it.
Obama’s agenda is aligned with that of the US,
which would like to undo the UNFCCC and
blur the distinction between developed and
developing nations along the CBDR principle.
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In its view, large emerging economies, such as
India and China, should also take on cuts in GHG
emissions, since they now emit large amounts.
This ignores the historical contribution of
countries that were early industrialisers.
Further, the principle of equity embedded in
the UNFCCC implies it is unfair that a country
such as the US, with less than 5 per cent of the
world population, should account for 16 per
cent of current emissions of GHGs, and for
almost 30 per cent of cumulative emissions of
carbon dioxide since 1850.
The most productive manner in which India
should respond to this bilateralism is not to
stonewall or push back on Obama’s and the
US’s demands. Instead, it should proactively
propose the year and level at which its
emissions will peak. In this context, the
former prime minister’s statement in June
2007 at the G8+5 summit in Heiligendamm,
Germany would come handy — namely,
India’s per capita GHG emissions would never
exceed those of developed countries, even
while pursuing policies of development and
economic growth. What this means is that India
is willing to negotiate on the basis of equal per
capita emissions, and this could also be used
to formulate a peak year and a peak level of
emissions. It is time our government converted
such a statement and the principles of the
UNFCCC into a formal negotiating position.
Madan is with the Centre for Civil Society. Gupta
is with the Delhi School of Economics and LKY
School of Public Policy. He was a coordinating
lead author, IPCC 5th Assessment Report. Views
are personal
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-climateof-bilateralism/

About Sultanpur National Park:

In Black & White
Sultanpur National Park, Gurgaon
shut down after more than 40
birds found dead
January 12, 2015, India Today

The Sultanpur National Park in Gurgaon district
was shut down after more than 40 migratory
birds were found dead inside the park on
January 10, 2015.
The bird sanctuary located on the GurgaonFarrukhnagar Road got shut down for a week
as a precautionary measure after a scare of
a highly-pathogenic strain of Avian Influenza
Virus (H5N1) causing bird flu got spread in the
North India.

Situated in Gurgaon district of Haryana on
Gurgaon-Farrukh Nagar road, Sultanpur
National Park is famous for its migratory as
well as resident birds.
Migratory species reach the park after covering
incredible distance from their homelands in
Europe, Siberia and Central Asia. The places
usually become inhabitable for these birds due
to extreme cold temperature, snow covered
ground and frozen lakes.
Migratory birds start arriving in the park in
September.
Birds use park as a resting place till the following
March-April.
During summer and monsoon months, the
park is inhabited by many local bird species.
A total of around 250 bird species have been
reported in the park.

As per the reports, the dead birds included 36
Eurasian Coot.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/sultanpurnational-park-gurgaon-got-shut-down-after-more-than-40birds-found-dead/1/412853.html

Other bird spices that were found dead in the
lake were Spot Bill Duck, Common Moor Hen
and Jungle Bubbler.

Ban Ki-moon asks India to take
lead in reaching Paris climate
pact

Though the cause of the death of the birds has
not been declared yet by the authorities, there
are also the reports of the birds having eaten
some pesticide-infested crops at a nearby
field.
The blood samples of the dead birds have been
sent to specialised laboratories to confirm the
cause of the death.
The Gurgaon district administration, forest and
wildlife department have been placed on high
alert after the incident took place.
The health department has also been asked to
be alert for any emergencies.
More than 100 ducks were culled at Sukhna
Lake in Chandigarh in December 2014 after
a duck was found dead in the lake, testing
positive for H5N1 (avian virus).
The bird flu scare since then has spread across
Haryana after crows were found dead in
Pinjore and Jagadhari and 10 migratory barheaded geese were reported dead in the plains
of Jind.

January 13, 2015, DNA

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon today
asked India to take a leadership role in reaching
a “meaningful” climate change pact in Paris
later this year.
The UN climate conference to be held in Paris
from November 30 to December 11 of this
year, is tasked with finalising a global agreement
designed to cut greenhouse gas emissions.
“I count on the leadership of India in our
ongoing efforts to address the climate
change issues. ... I expect as one of the most
critically important member state of the
United Nations (UN) and as one of the fastest
growing economy, India should be responsible
to address climate change so that they will
soon have universal and meaningful climate
change agreement in Paris in December,” Ban
told reporters here.
Stating that this is a “novel and political
responsibility”, he said, “Nature does not wait
for us. Nature does not negotiate with us. It is
us ‘human beings’ who have to take the lead

to ensure sustainable development....Climate
change is a defining issue of our time.”
Ban, who visited India’s highest green rated
building ‘Indira Paryavaran Bhawan’, also
said that he was “encouraged by the strong
commitment of Indian government under
the leadership of Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi”.
Lauding India’s initiative taken to promote solar
power and setting up of smart cities, he said,
“I saw myself at ‘Vibrant Gujarat Summit’.... I
hope many countries in the world will emulate
such initiatives of India.”
While praising the top UN official for his
passion to work in mission mode to mitigate
the challenges posed by climate change,
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar
shared information about energy and water
conservation at the green building.
“From this building, we give green message. In
this building, we consume half the requirement
of water and energy of the normal building
would have consumed,” he added.
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-ban-ki-moon-asksindia-to-take-lead-in-reaching-paris-climate-pact-2052122

India calls for a paradigm shift in
global attitudes towards climate
change
January 19, 2015, The Times of India, Vishwa
Mohan

NEW DELHI: In what may be a strong signal
of its approach towards future climate deal,
India on Monday called for a “paradigm shift”
in global attitude towards climate change
and urged nations of high solar potential to
join hands so that they can provide low-cost
clean energy to their citizens without being
arm-twisted by rich nations who have been
closely guarding their patented cutting-edge
technology.
The change of attitude which India pitched for
will see the shift from “ carbon credit” through
emission cut (mitigation) to “green credit”
through adopting energy efficient measures
and investment in renewable sector (solar,
wind and biomass) in a big way.
Indian stand was articulated by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi while addressing
senior ministers of his cabinet and experts
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from outside and within the government during
first meeting of his reconstituted Council on
Climate Change.
Calling for a paradigm shift in global attitudes
towards climate change from “carbon credit”
to “green credit”, Modi said instead of focusing
on emissions and cuts (mitigation) alone, focus
should shift on what we have done for clean
energy generation, energy conservation and
energy efficiency, and what more can be done
in these areas.
It clearly signals that the stand will guide India
in coming out with its Intended Nationally
Determined Contribution (INDC) in June.
Under the INDCs, all countries are expected
to announce their intended goals of adaptation
and mitigation (emission cut) measures based
on their respective capabilities.
It is expected that India, in its INDC, will
focus more on its renewable energy goal and
its emphasis on efficient use of energy. The
targets through INDCs by all countries will
be the basis of a global climate deal which is
expected to be signed in Paris in December.
The Prime Minister during the meeting
also called for a careful evaluation of all the
initiatives that have been taken by India in its
preparation towards meeting the challenge
of climate change. It includes initiatives in
solar energy, wind energy, biomass energy
and public transportation projects that have
reduced distances or travel times.
Pitching for a “consortium of all nations who
have the greatest solar energy potential”,
Modi urged them to “join hands with India
for innovation and cutting-edge research that
would reduce the cost of solar energy, making
it more accessible to people”.
The move to have such “consortium” is
expected to benefit such nations having solar
potential as they can together act as a pressure
group to get the rich nations listen to the
demands of their poor counterparts in terms
of financial support and technology transfer.
It is believed that the rich nations cannot benefit
from their patented technology if they don’t
heed to the demands of buyers (consortium
of sunshine countries). The consortium of that
kind may work for for the benefit of developing
countries like India.
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The Prime Minister’s remarks made ahead of
the US President Barack Obama’s visit assume
significance as it also indicated how India would
approach the climate change issue which is
also one of key agenda points of the Indo-US
dialogue.
India’s renewable energy goal and need for
big investment to achieve it were discussed
in the meeting which was attended by senior
ministers including Arun Jaitley, Sushma Swaraj,
Prakash Javadekar, Piyush Goyal, Uma Bharti
and Radha Mohan Singh and experts including
TERI chief R K Pachauri and retired IAS officer
and veteran climate negotiator J M Mauskar of
the 18-member Council.
The renewable energy issues, discussed in the
meeting, will be the key point which would guide
India’s approach towards getting concession
from the US during Obama visit. India is
expected to pitch for ‘Clean Energy Finance
Forum’ to promote investment and trade in
renewable energy (solar and wind) projects
and strengthening ‘Indo-US Partnership to
Advance Clean Energy (PACE) among other
issues during Modi-Obama meet.
“I think this (first meeting of the Council)
was a good start. I hope further interactions
will happen ...We discussed on wide range of
subjects. ...Members also gave suggestions,”
environment minister Prakash Javadekar said
after the meeting.
He said, “The Prime Minister guided the
deliberations and said India should look to
this problem as an opportunity to act more
vigorously and at the same time project the
country’s contribution effectively to the
world”.
The Prime Minister during the meeting also
emphasized on India`s “sanskar” (traditions)
and “soch” (thinking), where “prakriti prem”
(love of nature) was imbibed among people
from childhood. He recalled his meeting
with leaders of Pacific island nations in Fiji in
November 2014, and the apprehension they
had over the issue of climate change.
It is expected that Indian representatives will go
to Geneva for next round of climate conference
with the same approach in February.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/globalwarming/India-calls-for-a-paradigm-shift-in-global-attitudestowards-climate-change/articleshow/45945201.cms
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Kerala’s Periyar Tiger Reserve
bagged NTCA award for public
participation
January 23, 2015, India Today

The Kerala situated Periyar Tiger Reserve
has got the National Tiger Conservation
Authority Award on January 20, 2015. The
reserve has been awarded for having brought
about awareness amog people for managing
the reserve and working effectively towards
development and thereby leading to more of
public participation for the cause. The reserve
is spread over 925 sq. km.
The reserve for protection of tigers was
an initiative by the India Eco-Development
project (IEDP). People’s participation started
in the reserve in December 1996. This was
a community based initiative and worked for
promotion of eco-tourism in the area along
with cultivation of pepper and its marketing.
The Periyar Foundation in 2006 was thereby a
set for other reserves adhering to biodiversity
conservation and community participation
in order to manage natural resources. The
activity involved about 75 communities living
in the area already. Tribal people were also a
part of the entire initiative and promotion.
In total there are 19 eco-tourism programmes.
These are apart from village eco development
programmes. All these programmes promote
and involve a large amount of public
participation in managing the reserve.
The community-based eco-tourism activities
help visitors and there are night scouting
programmes with the help of expert trackers
as well. As mentioned above earlier pepper
growing and marketing was an initiation in
the area, now, there are also self-help groups
involved in honey processing and other
income-generating activities.
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/keralas-periyartiger-reserve-bagged-ntca-award/1/414924.html

The roar is back: India’s tigers are
on their prowl again
February 01, 2015, The Hindustan Times,
Poulomi Banerjee

It was a year of despair and a year that turned
things around too. In the history of Madhya
Pradesh’s Panna Tiger Reserve, 2009 will be
remembered as the year the big cats went
missing. A nation-wide estimate in 2006 —

the first one to use the more scientifically
accurate camera trap system of counting
instead of the earlier total pug mark count
method — had already revealed a dwindling
tiger count in the forest. “Over the next few
years, the number continued to drop, till
alarmed by reports of no tiger sightings, the
National Tiger Conservation Authority and
the state government decided to conduct a
count only for Panna in 2009. It revealed what
many had already feared — the tiger count in
the forest had indeed dropped to zero,” says
R Sreenivasa Murthy, field director, Panna.
The authorities panicked. But instead of giving
in to despair, they decided to act. A special
team was constituted to bring the big cats
back to Panna and Murthy was one of those
who joined. “Six tigers were brought here
from other reserves within Madhya Pradesh
as part of a reintroduction programme. In the
following years, 32 cubs were born at Panna,
of which 26 survived. Poaching was stopped,”
he says. Now, according to the 2014 count,
the reserve has over 17 adult and sub-adult
tigers.

The story of Panna is representative of a bigger
battle, one that was fought across forests in
the country to check the dwindling number
of tigers post 2006, when the nationwide
estimate had revealed that India had only 1,411
wild tigers older than 1.5 years of age. Today,
according to a recent report released by the
ministry of environment, forests and climate
change, there are 2,226 tigers. Between 2010,
when the second estimate was done, and
2014, there has been a 30% increase in the
number of wild tigers over 1.5 years of age.
Four years ago, the number stood at 1,706.
“One can’t compare the estimates prior to
2006 with the count in 2006 and since. Before
2006, the estimates were based on the total
pug mark count which was not as scientific”
explains Rajesh Gopal, who just retired from
the post of member secretary, National Tiger
Conservation Authority and ADG Project
Tiger. Without indulging in the debate of
whether the drop in the tiger count was abrupt
or took place over a period of time, what the
2006 estimate did establish beyond doubt was

that India was left with very few tigers. As
conservationist and author Valmik Thapar puts
it, “In 2006 poaching was causing the decline.
Ranthambhore had lost half its tigers, Sariska
all its tigers, and Panna was on its way to losing
all its tigers.” While the counting methodology
continues to be contentious — conservationist
and wildlife biologist Ullas Karanth says “the
double sampling method to estimate numbers
of tigers is invalid statistically. The results are not
reliable for large areas,” — 2,000 plus tigers is
a good indicator, says Thapar. So how was this
success story scripted? “Since 2006 successive
governments have taken some milestone
initiatives. While the Project Tiger scheme
already existed, it lacked statutory support. In
2006, The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 was
amended to enable provisions for constituting
the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) and the Tiger and other endangered
species Crime Control Bureau. Punishment for
offences related to hunting in tiger reserves or
altering the boundaries of tiger reserves was
enhanced.”

How Periyar Saved Its Big Cat Population
Kumkum Dasgupta

The Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala is one of most-feted tiger reserves in India. One of the main reasons for this is PTR’s
people-oriented and park-centered conservation and ecotourism programmes that the forest department runs with the help of ecodevelopment committees (EDCs). Earlier this month, the 925-sq km reserve, home to about 40 tigers, bagged the National Tiger
Conservation Authority’s (NTCA) award for encouraging local public participation in its management. In 2012, PTR, situated in the
Cardamom Hills and Pandalam Hills of the southern Western Ghats, won the UN-India Biodiversity Governance award for holistic
management strategies. “The work with the EDCs — local communities are its members — started almost 10 years ago. We keep adding
and deleting programmes depending on results,” says Sanjayan Kumar, deputy director of PTR. The reserve has also been identified by
the Ministry of Environment and Forests as a ‘Field Learning Centre’. “This recognition came as a result of the PTR being designated a
centre of excellence for successfully implementing the India Eco-Development Project (IEDP),” added Kumar. The goal of IEDP was the
conservation of bio-diversity through people’s participation.
In India, protected areas (PA) can never be ‘exclusive’ because people live in and around them. This population is rural, poor and
dependent on the resources of the PA. Ecodevelopment programmes, like the ones in the Periyar Tiger Reserve, aim at conserving the
bio-diversity by addressing both the impact of local people on the PAs and the impact of the PAs on local people.
“I am a supporter of people-centred conservation around our national parks and PAs. PTR is the best example of how locals can engage
in a larger mission. India is very different from region to region and each area requires its own site-specific intervention outside the
boundary of the PAs,” explained Valmik Thapar.
He added that local people on the edges of PAs must be encouraged to create “wildlife conservancies” in order to benefit from tourism.
“In some areas, there should be engagement of locals with decision making in order to create genuine partnerships that can benefit
wildlife and boost local economies,” said Thapar, who is working on a book on the issue. The PTR has 78 EDCs in three categories:
hamlet, user group and professional. With hamlet EDCs, investment goes into building community assets like schools. User-group EDCs
are for people like graziers, who depend on resources within the PTR. Professional EDCs are groups who have developed tourism skills
and now generate a regular income from the forest. “The inclusive agenda of involving local people has been innovatively addressed in
the PTR. It has institutionalised this and is a role model for others,” former NTCA chief Rajesh Gopal said.
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Laws on paper were, however, hardly enough
to check the decline. “There were three main
threats that the tigers were facing — habitat
destruction and encroachment, poaching of
tigers and animals that serve as prey for the
tigers, and human-tiger conflict. Patrolling
and protection was poor and there was a
lack of good crime detection and intelligenceled enforcement,” explains conservationist
Belinda Wright. A new set of guidelines was
issued to state governments. This included
financial support to states for enhanced
voluntary village relocation or rehabilitation
packages for people living in core or critical
tiger habitats (varying from Rs 1 lakh per family
to Rs 10 lakh per family) and the rehabilitation
or resettlement of communities involved
in traditional hunting. Elsewhere, the local
people, those living in villages around the core
forest area, were involved in the conservation
process. “For instance, they were inducted
into the local taskforce for patrolling against
poaching.
The Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF)
was set up,” says Gopal. Non-governmental
authorities contributed immensely in the
conservation efforts. “Dr Ullas Karanth
influenced the science of counting and his NGO
in Karnataka works both with conservation and
monitoring of wild tigers across southern states.
Other NGOs contributed to antipoaching
efforts,” says Thapar. The threat from poachers,
though, is hardly a thing of the past. Says
Shekhar Niraj of TRAFFIC, “We continue to
lose approximately 20 to 25 tigers to poaching
every year.” While there are no estimates of
the worth of the illegal trade in tiger parts, that
big money is involved is a given. “China is the
biggest market for tiger parts — skin, claws and
bones,” says Wright. The country’s tiger farms
are notorious for breeding animals in captivity to
satisfy commercial demands. India is the founder
member of the Global Tiger Forum of Tiger
Range Countries for addressing international
issues related to tiger conservation. As of 2014,
“India has 70% of the world’s tiger population,”
says Gopal. During a conference in Hague in
2007, India introduced a resolution along with
China, Nepal and the Russian Federation, with
direction to parties with operations breeding
tigers on a commercial scale, for restricting
such captive population to a level supportive
only to conserving wild tigers. India has also
appealed to China to phase out tiger farming.
There have been bilateral understandings with
Nepal and Bangladesh. A sub-group on tiger
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and leopard conservation has been constituted
with the Russian Federation.
There is, however, little time for complacency.
“The present estimation reveals that, in Buxa
Tiger Reserve, in West Bengal, there is no
presence of any tigers and only a suspicion
of two or three,” says Thapar. “We need to
have more coverage of the area under strict
protection and we need to enable the wider
participation of researchers and NGOs in tiger
conservation. We have enough forest still to
support 5,000 or more tigers,” says Karanth.
In a book titled Dynamic of Tiger Management
In Priority Landscapes, Gopal writes of the
importance of corridors to facilitate the
movement of the animals across different tiger
landcapes. Such movement also ensures good
gene flow. Says Wright, “One does not need to
make these corridors protected areas. People
can live here or use them as agricultural land.
The movement of tigers is restricted only when
one makes highways or railway tracks on these
corridors, or deep canals, mines or factories.”
As Gopal writes in his book, “There is a
great demand from various sectors for
using forest land.” This is unavoidable in a
developing economy like India’s. The trick
is to find that oft-quoted balance. While the
conservaiton of forests and wildlife shouldn’t
mean turning one’s back on construction and
industrialisation, the government needs to
approach such projects with caution to ensure
that the economic benefits do not damage the
country’s ecological balance.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/the-roaris-back-india-s-tigers-are-on-their-prowl-again/article11312491.aspx

‘Issue of differentiated
responsibilities should be resolved’
February 06, 2015, The Financial Express

In a strong message to developed nations
which are historically responsible for global
warming, India today said the “very critical
issue” of “differentiated responsibilities”
should be resolved to reach an agreement on
climate change.
A day after France, the host nation of the UN
climate conference in Paris later this year, made
an impassioned plea to the world to “agree on
major issues” before meeting, a top climate
official said India was not against a “universal
action” to fight climate change but asserted
that “it cannot be equal action”.
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“This agreement is going to be evolved under
the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). We must
keep in mind that the convention is not being
negotiated.
“What is being done is that the new agreement
which is going to evolve and come out in
Paris is going to replace the Kyoto Protocol.
Since the convention remains, what India and
most of the developing countries looking for
are retention and reiteration of principles
of equity, common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities,”
Additional Secretary of Environment Ministry,
Susheel Kumar, said.
Participating in a ministerial session at the
15th Delhi Sustainable Development Summit
(DSDS) organised by the Energy Resources
Institute (TERI) here, Kumar said the principle
of CBDR which directs developed countries to
the lead in process of mitigating climate change
“in a way being diluted.”
“Now we are looking at universal action. We
are looking at contribution of each country
in the form of what is being called Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs).
All the 195 countries have agreed.
“Let’s not have action only on the part of some
nations although they created problem. Let it be
a universal action but it cannot be equal action.
So the issue of differentiation is very critical. So
that has to be resolved (to ensure that) every
country is on board,” he said.
Addressing the summit yesterday, French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, who is the
President of the twenty-first session of the
Conference of the Parties (CoP 21), had asked
political leadership all across the world to act in
“collective spirit” to arrive at a “universal and
meaningful agreement” to limit global warming
to below 2 degrees Celsius.
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/economy/issue-ofdifferentiated-responsibilities-should-be-resolved/39791/

Modi has ‘real ambition’ to ensure
clean energy in India: France
February 06, 2015, The New Indian Express

NEW DELHI: France, chair of the UN Climate
Change Conference, Thursday lauded Prime
Minster Modi’s commitment to clean energy
reflected in his 100 Smart Cities project and the

initiative towards scaling up solar energy use
by 2020, describing them as “real ambitions”.

agreement among 195 countries that would
seek to limit global carbon emissions.

“India’s commitment to conserve 100,000
MW by 2020 and 100 smart cities are real
ambitions. No doubt India will play a leading
role in this effort (sustainable development)
and do it under Modi who is dedicated to this
goal,” French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius
said at the inaugural session of 15th Delhi
Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS).
“India is very important and a strategic partner”
in the global endeavour to resolve the climate
issue, Fabius later told IANS.

Paris is the common platform where over
150 countries would converge in December
to discuss, negotiate and hammer out a global
climate framework for global partners in the
post-Kyoto Protocol regime.

During his day-long official visit to India,
Fabius met Modi, his Indian counterpart
Sushma Swaraj, Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar and Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu.
Seen as a momentum-building measure ahead
of Modi’s potential visit to France later this year,
Fabius, in their meeting, and touched upon
a range of subjects for strategic partnership
in urban development, tourism, education,
climate, and nuclear energy.
Describing India as a “strategic partner” in
hammering out a “universal and meaningful”,
he extended support to India’s stand on
transfer of clean energy technology developed
by western countries.

Under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change guidelines, the new climate
order would seek to guide countries in
undertaking initiatives to roll back greenhouse
gas emission and adopt clean energy measures
that would help cap the global temperature
below two degrees.
h t t p : / / w w w. n e w i n d i a n e x p r e s s . c o m / n a t i o n / M o d i has-real-ambition-to-ensure-clean-energy-in-IndiaFrance/2015/02/06/article2654236.ece

15th Annual DSDS brings together
speakers from diverse sectors
and religion
February 7, 2015, Business Standard

The valedictory session of the 15th Annual
Delhi Sustainable Development Summit
(DSDS), which was graced by interfaith leaders
for the first time in fourteen years, took place
in the capital on Saturday.

“It is true that all nations are different
national circumstances. We have to take into
consideration these elements. It is not wise to
oppose development and fight against climate
destruction,” Fabius said in an interaction with
the media later.

The summit was organized by The Energy
Research Institute (TERI), under the leadership
of Nobel Laureate Dr. RK Pachauri, Director
General of TERI brought together a galaxy
of speakers from diverse sectors today. The
three day long summit is being held from 5-7th
February. The theme of the concluding session
was ‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam,” the world is
one world family. Previously, last year when
the Global Interfaith WASH Alliance (GIWA)
was launched in Delhi, Dr. RK Pachauri lauded
the efforts of HH Pujya Swami Chidanand
Saraswati, Co-founder of GIWA, in bringing
together key interfaith leaders to work
together for improved Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH).

As the chairperson of the COP21 - the UN
Climate Change Conference to be held in Paris
later this year - Fabius shared his vision and
expectations from Paris 2015 at the three-day
summit organised by The Energy and Resource
Institute (TERI) here.

Pachauri was inspired to include an interfaith
component for the first time in the history of
DSDS so that interfaith leaders could catalyze
a change in behaviour, perspective and priority
towards global challenges of sustainable
development and climate change.

As the chair, he assured to have a “transparent,
impartial, and ambitious” leadership and spare no
effort in carving out a “universal and meaningful”

Just before their session the interfaith leaders
met with Suresh Prabhu, Minister of Railways,
who was also speaking during the last day of

“We will spare no effort to deliver the universal
and meaningful agreement that the world
needs... no doubt that India will play a leading
role in this effort.
“You (India) need transfer of technology and it
is necessary for a successful agreement in Paris.

the summit and shared their commitment and
eagerness to work together as one for a more
sustainable, stronger and more stable world
for all.
The revered interfaith leaders during the
session included; Swami Chidanand Saraswati,
Co-founder of Global Interfaith WASH
Alliance, President of Parmarth Niketan
(Rishikesh), Zainul Abedin Ali Khan, Religious
Head and Sajjada Nasheen of the Ajmer Sharif
Shrine, Gurubachan Singh, Chief Jathedar
Akal Takht, Amritsar, Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharnikulangara, Faridabad Diocese, Venerable
Bhikku Sanghasena, Founder President of
Mahabodhi International Meditation Centre
Leh-Ladakh, Acharya Rupchandra Muni,
prominent Jain Monk, Sadhvi Bhagawati
Saraswati, General Secretary of Global
Interfaith WASH Alliance and President, Divine
Shakti Foundation chaired the session.
“Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam, the world is one
family, is the core tenet of the Hindu faith.
One of the major behavior changes that we
can make to encourage and inspire sustainable
development is to change our vision of the
world from a “bazaar”, a market place, to a
“parivar,” a family. With that spirit of a family
we must all work towards and attend to the
needs of our future generations. Similarly in
our family when our Mother is very sick and
in the hospital we do not merely dialogue but
we prepare to act and do everything we can to
save her,” said Swami.
Each year, the summit brings together the best
minds from the fields of government, business,
academia, media as well as many others.
This year the summit was inaugurated by
the Minister of State for Finance Jayant Sinha
and Managing Director and CEO, YES Bank,
Patron Member of TERI BCSD, Rana Kapoor,
Managing Director of TATA Chemical Ltd and
Chairman Executive Committee, TERI BCSD,
R Mukundan, Paul Polman, Chief Executive
Officer, Unilever and Chairman, WBCSD.
During the important sessions there were highlevel guests and speakers such as US Ambassador,
Richard Rahul Verma, Minister of Environment
and Science Prakash Javadekar, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Former Governor of California,
USA as well as high level presidents and prime
ministers of many countries, high level ministers
of many countries, high level representatives
of the UN and World Bank as well as many
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international organizations, corporations and
many, many other key stakeholders.
The theme of the Summit was “Sustainable
Development Goals and Dealing with Climate
Change,” especially because UN General
Assembly (UNGA) is expected to arrive at a set
of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for
the global community as a whole. DSDS 2015,
would, therefore, provided a unique platform
by which the outputs of the Summit would be
shared with the UNGA in defining and arriving
at a set of SDGs, which should be consistent
with the MDGs that the UN has been following
over the past decade and more.
The 21st Conference of the Parties (CoP)
under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change will be held in France at the
end of 2015, and it is expected that a global
agreement on climate change would be
finalized in that CoP. Hence, 2015 will herald in
major initiatives in setting the SDGs as well as
dealing with climate change.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/15thannual-dsds-brings-together-speakers-from-diversesectors-and-religion-115020701029_1.html

Led by Al Gore, Delhi meet to
focus on Ind’s renewable energy

own communities,” said Gore, the chairman
and founder of TCRP and a Nobel Peace Prize
winner.
The training will focus on the renewable energy
potential for India as well as the key role the
country plays in the lead up to the COP-21 climate
negotiations in Paris at the end of the year.
Experts at the training have been speaking on
a variety of topics relevant to India and climate
change, including its effects on the country,
opportunities for renewable solutions, and
how grassroots engagement can benefit people
across the country.
Some of the prominent speakers include Ken
Berlin, President and CEO, TCRP, Bunker
Roy, founder of the Barefoot College, Henry
Pollack, Professor Emeritus, University of
Michigan and Angela Rutter, Director of
Strategic Engagement, Australian Conservation
Foundation.
TCRP said that India’s position becomes
important as it is already experiencing the
negative effects of climate change, including
extreme rainfall, flooding and significant
changes to agricultural patterns, without the
infrastructure to easily adapt.

February 23, 2015, Business Standard

Ahead of the UN climate conference later this
year in Paris, the national capital is playing host
to a meet led by former US Vice President Al
Gore which aims to focus on the renewable
energy potential for India and the key role
that the country plays in the lead up to the
discussions in the French capital.
The Climate Reality Project (TCRP), an
organisation involved in education and advocacy
related to climate change founded by Gore,
said that the 27th Climate Reality Leadership
Corps training will engage with more than 450
new climate reality leaders here. The event is
taking place here from Feb. 22-24.
“There are many reasons to be optimistic
about our ability to solve the climate crisis.
The... Training in New Delhi, which will bring
together committed activists and citizens from
all over India and several other nations, gives
me yet another reason to be hopeful.
“After completing this training, these leaders
will be empowered with the best tools possible
to communicate this message of hope to their
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While it has a low per-capita historical
responsibility for emissions, India “also has
the opportunity to pursue an inclusive and
sustainable development pathway to secure
a healthy, safe and prosperous future for its
citizens and the world”, the statement said.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/
led-by-al-gore-delhi-meet-to-focus-on-ind-s-renewableenergy-115022301169_1.html

India, Egypt to Cooperate on
Environment, Climate Change
March 06, 2015, Outlook

Ahead of the UN climate conference in Paris
later this year, India and Egypt have decided to
form a ‘joint working group’ for “cooperation
in environment and climate change”.
“The joint working group will discuss and finalise
the areas of cooperation in the fields of climate
change, urban waste management, hazardous
waste management, environmental education
and all other facets of environmental governance
in the two countries,” Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar said here yesterday.
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“The group will consist of concerned officers
of India and Egypt, and the first meeting will
be held in the near future in India,” he said
at a press meet in the presence of Indian
Ambassador to Egypt Navdeep Suri at the
Indian Embassy here.
Javadekar is attending the Fifteenth Session of
African Ministerial Conference on Environment
which is being held here from March 4 to 6.
India, China and France are special invitees for
the conference.
At the opening session of the Conference
on Wednesday, he outline India’s position on
climate change, particularly in the context
of the upcoming 21st Conference of Parties
(COP) of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) in
Paris in December 2015.
Javadekar said India wants the upcoming 21st
COP of the UNFCC on Climate Change to
be successful, keeping in mind the needs of
developing countries.
“India’s stand on climate change is mostly the
same as the African Union and India will stand
by the African countries. The developed world
must take action immediately as time is short
and the world must act fast. If we want Paris
convention to succeed, we need to sort out
issues in time,” he said.
Javadekar said the pledges of green climate fund
are inadequate. The issue of critical technology
is unresolved.
“India will always echo African aspiration and
partner in fighting the challenge of climate
change,” he added.
On the sidelines of the conference, the
Minister engaged with a number of ministers
from African countries in separate bilateral
talks on Wednesday and yesterday.
Javadekar held meetings with his counterparts
from Ghana, Somalia, Ethiopia, Mali, Tanzania,
Angola, Uganda and the Democratic Republic
of Congo. He also met with Achim Steiner,
the executive director of United Nations
Environment Programme.
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/India-Egypt-toCooperate-on-Environment-Climate-Change/884556

Talk Over

It has taken a while, but the same thing is
happening now in energy and environmental
technologies. This ever-greater number of
new areas of innovation go by the names that
include “smart metering”, “smart grids”, “offgrid power”, “real time data profiling” and
“earth monitoring”.
Thanks to these, our long goal of achieving
climate neutrality in the second half of the
century – meaning that by then we will balance
greenhouse gas emissions with the Earth’s
capacity to absorb them – now no longer
seems impossibly utopian, as it did just a few
years ago. In fact, it is now looking increasingly
realistic!

Voices From Lima to Paris:
Christiana Figueres
January 05, 2015, Interview

During COP 20 in Lima we asked reporter
Terry Swartzberg to reflect and look forward
with some of the many delegates attending.
This occasional series of articles begins with
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the
UNFCCC since 2010.
Question: One interesting comment emerging
from COP 20 was that the negotiators
working to put together a climate treaty are
facing a new and very unexpected challenge
– the pace of technology, which is opening up
whole new ways of tracking and combating
climate change – and of decarbonizing the
world.
Is everyone involved in this process
thus in a position to demand a lot more
performance from countries, companies and
other participants? Do you agree with this
perception?
Christiana Figueres: I certainly do. And while it is
a huge challenge for negotiators this increasing
pace of technology represents an enormous
opportunity for climate protection as a whole.
What is happening now in fields such as
renewable energy and emissions monitoring
reminds me of the past few decades in ICT
(information and communication technologies),
in which innovations gave rise to entire new
fields of activity.

Question: COP 20 has seemed a lot less
fractious than its predecessors, which were
often marked by the vociferous criticisms by
NGOs and the media of the process as a whole
and issues in particular.
This COP has witnessed relatively smooth
sailing during its first week and a half and while
it did in the end go into extra time to borrow a
football metaphor, it did end on an upbeat. The
credibility that you enjoy with the NGOs and
the media is often cited as being the reason for
this relative harmonious course of proceedings.
Would you subscribe to this perception?
Christiana Figueres: I do think that many of
the participants in the climate process have
learned to respect and believe in each other,
and that this respect expedited many of the
processes in Lima.
In my case, this respect has arisen from a
decision I took at the very start of my tenure
at the UNFCCC, which was to engage in
face-to-face dialogues with sincerity, honesty
and transparency. Such dialogues afford me
the opportunity to really listen to and thus
understand far better other points of view
– and to voice my principles in a clear and
uncluttered way.
The Coal Industry Summit definitely
represented a key moment. It was held in 2013
in Warsaw, at the very same as COP 19 was
being staged in Warsaw. I had been invited to
speak at the Summit.
In a face-to-face meeting, six NGOs asked me
not to attend the Summit, saying that it would
represent an implicit vote of confidence in

the industry. I asked the NGOs if they were
planning to use their tool of demonstrating in
front of the Summit to express their concern.
They said “yes”, whereupon I said I had already
decided to use my tool - my voice- to earnestly
express my concern.
I went to the summit, and firmly and politely
expressed that unabated coal has no future in
the global energy system and that most of our
fossil fuel reserves must be left in the ground.
This was definitely a trust-builder.
Question: Throughout COP 20 you seemed
as well-rested and sparkling as if you had
previously been on a lengthy vacation – which
you, of course, haven’t been at all. Your
schedule has been chocked filled all year with
climate summits, meetings and other public
events.
Even by your own legendary standards, this has
been an amazing display of energy. Where does
your drive come from – the excitement of now
having the “wind in our sails” - of witnessing
momentum building for climate protection, or
is there another, more prosaic source?
Christiana Figueres:
“prosaic”, but I do
make sure to keep
fit. Whenever I can
meditate.

I don’t know about
– like most people –
physically and mentally
find the time, I jog, I

But the “wind in our sails” has definitely given
me and the many thousands of people showing
such dedication in working to save the climate,
a very visceral boost. To understand why it is
so powerful, you have to think back five years
to the dark days after COP 15, which had
been held in Copenhagen, and which had left
the process of saving the climate seemingly in a
state of disarray and despondence.
We were also shaken by the results but we
quickly decided that we had the responsibility
to transform the global mood on climate
change. We have been planting the seeds of
possibility and optimism since then. And now,
five years later, we see those seeds starting
to blossom. Much work remains to be done
before we can reap a good harvest. But we are
clearly moving in the right direction, and this is
being increasingly and broadly recognized.
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lima/voices-from-lima-to-parischristiana-figueres/
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Feature
Barack’s message
February 9, 2015, Indian Express, Sudheendra
Kulkarni

What was the
most important
outcome of US
President Barack
Obama’s recent
visit to India?
Certainly not the
civil nuclear deal,
even
though
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, at his joint press conference
with Obama, described it as the “centrepiece”
of the transformed relationship between the
two countries. The contribution of nuclear
power to India’s energy basket is going to
remain small even after 20 years.
Had Obama come to India mainly to secure
some business for his country’s nuclear power
companies, he would have been viewed by
Indians as a mere salesman. However, going
by the adulation his wife Michelle and he
received in India, which was much more than
what his previous visit in 2010 witnessed,
there is no doubt that Obama struck a chord
in the minds and hearts of Indian people of
diverse backgrounds. And when they saw that
he and Modi had forged a bond of uncommon
conviviality – Obama calling our PM “friend
Modi” and the latter addressing him by his first
name — one thing became obvious. The most
important outcome of Obama’s visit was not
the promise of nuclear power, but the promise
of the power of mutual friendship and trust
between India and the US, despite significant
differences. And precisely because Obama
came across as a genuine friend and admirer
of India, even his parting comment – “India
will continue to succeed so long as it is not
splintered on religious lines” – did not sound
like an overbearing American president’s
gratuitous interference in our internal affairs.
On the contrary, it resonated with the idea of
India, didn’t it?
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Now, within a fortnight of his departure from
India, Modi’s friend Barack has spoken again.
Speaking in Washington DC at the National
Prayer Breakfast, an apt occasion indeed, he
has lamented that the “acts of intolerance
experienced by religious faiths of all types in
India in the past few years would have shocked
Mahatma Gandhi”.
We Indians generally disapprove of foreigners
making critical remarks about our country.
And imperious America does have the
unmatched habit of telling other countries
what they should or should not do. Indeed,
Obama himself needs to be told that Mahatma
Gandhi would have been shocked even more
at the US’s immoral and illegitimate acts of
militaristic violence, which has killed hundreds
of thousands of innocent people in Vietnam,
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The moot point here is not America’s wrong
deeds, but the wrongs happening in our own
country. If we love India, and all of us do, we must
introspect over the growing religious intolerance
in our society. The responsibility of introspection
falls primarily on Modi and his party. To be fair to
him, he has not uttered anything objectionable
on religion-related matters since becoming PM
in May 2014. Indeed, in his Independence Day
address, he wisely appealed to the people to “put
a moratorium for 10 years” on communalism and
casteism. Yet, he has not deemed it necessary to
publicly rebuke communal voices in the Sangh
Parivar, of which his own party continues to be
a member. It is not enough for him to convey,
behind closed doors, his displeasure over
the “ghar wapsi” campaign launched by VHP
functionaries, which was endorsed by none
other than Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS chief. As
PM, it is his duty to let the nation know that
both conversions and reconversions which use
fraudulent means and spread bigotry are illegal,
unacceptable and heavily punishable. He must
also announce a zero-tolerance approach to
attacks on churches.
Many sensible leaders in the BJP abhor the
utterances and activities of the extremists in their
parivar. However, they are loath to recognise
that the ideological roots of Hindu intolerance lie
in the parivar’s pet concept of “Hindu rashtra”,
which violates the letter and spirit of the Indian
Constitution and has given rise to understandable
concern and ire among non-Hindus. BJP leaders’
inability and unwillingness to confront the core
of the RSS ideology is the cause of their split
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personality. Take Modi’s own example. He has
surprised his critics as well as his supporters
by repeatedly invoking the name of Mahatma
Gandhi, even making him the icon of his flagship
Swachh Bharat mission. Yet, neither he nor any
of his colleagues in the party or the government
has publicly praised Gandhiji’s lifelong mission for
communal harmony, for which he sacrificed his
life. Perversely, some BJP supporters have been
emboldened to eulogise Godse.
Modi should know that the stakes are high, very
high. To his credit, he has, in a very short time,
emerged as a leader with global stature, building
a personal chemistry as much with Obama as
with Chinese President Xi Jinping. But he must
know that the international community wants
to see multifaith India, the land of Buddha and
Gandhi, become a beacon of tolerance and
peace, at a time when fanaticism is spilling so
much blood around the world.
This requires Modi to act boldly. He may have
been an RSS pracharak in the past. But today he is
India’s prime minister, who has the constitutional
duty to disown a Hindu rashtra and defend
secularism. Any hesitation on his part, and on
the part of the BJP, to publicly delegitimise the
RSS’s concept of, and its strident call for, a Hindu
rashtra is bound to hurt his government’s efficacy
and global image, and undermine his promise of
development, for which (and not for Hindutva)
the people have given him a decisive mandate.
In this context, the role of non-Hindu communal
forces in spreading religious intolerance
should neither be denied nor belittled. It is
the responsibility of the leaders of the Muslim
community to denounce, without any ifs and
buts, acts of terrorism in the name of Islam taking
place in different parts of the world. In particular,
they must wean away the small section of the
Indian Muslim youth that is getting radicalised
by religious extremism. Similarly, leaders of the
Christian community must acknowledge that
the conversion of poor and indigent Hindus by
foreign-funded evangelical organisations in the
name of social or religious service (they dare
not convert poor Muslims) is creating a backlash
from Hindu bigots. Obama has provoked Indians
to do soul searching. Let’s ponder over his
message and not shoot the messenger.
The writer was an aide to former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/baracksmessage/

Facets

Sister Jayanti Kirpalani
Director, Brahma Kumaris Europe & Middle East

Global Cooperation House, 65 Pound Lane,
London NW10 2HH
Tel: (+44)-20-8727 3350;
Email: environment@brahmakumaris.org
‘Consciousness and thoughts impact the
physical state of our world. They create
the attitudes behind decisions and lifesTyles
potentially resulting in environmental issues.
I believe the solution lies in a profound shift
in our awareness as well as in our lifestyles.
Sustainability involves three fundamental levels:
sustaining the self, sustaining relationships and
sustaining communities. I first need to ask
myself if I have respect for my home, for my
planetand respect for all forms of life.’
Sister Jayanti, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual
University
For over 40 years, Sister Jayanti has been
an emissary for peace. She has a vision and
experience that are truly global and deeply
spiritual. Her travels as a keenly sought after
speaker and broadcaster have taken her
into more than 90 countries. She is based in
London as the Director of the International
Coordinating Office of the Brahma Kumaris
(BK) and of BK Centres in over 20 European
countries and the Middle East.
As the University’s main representative to
the United Nations (UN) in Geneva, she has
undertaken extensive research into the role
of spiritual values in world change, through
her participation in many UN Conferences

and projects. Sister Jayanti participated in
the Geneva preparatory meetings at the UN
leading up to the Rio Earth Summit in 1992
where she assisted in the creation of the Earth
Charter. Even now, there is ongoing interest
in the application of the principles outlined in
this Charter.
Her participation in these international
meetings is outlined below. Previous UN
involvement includes:
• Head of delegation and speaker at the
UN Climate Change Conference COP19,
Warsaw, Poland (Nov 2013)
• Head of delegation and speaker at the
UN Climate Change Conference COP18,
Doha, Qatar (Nov–Dec 2012)
• Head of delegation and speaker at the
UN Conferenceon Sustainability Rio +20
(June 2012).
• Head of delegation and speaker at the UN
Climate Change Conference COP15 in
Copenhagen, Denmark (2009); COP16,
Cancun, Mexico (December 2010); and
COP17 Durban, South Africa (December
2011).

Spirituality and Sustainability
Recognising the urgent need for a more
sustainable world, Sister Jayanti has an interest
in exploring the deep connection between the
quality of thought of the world’s people and
the quality of matter in all domains.
“No political, economic, social or environmental
system can fulfil its purpose unless peoples’
lifestyles and value-systems correspond to the
sustained continuity of that system or state of
affairs. The quality of any society or community
is no better or worse than the personal qualities
of its members, and to achieve economic
growth and social development it is crucial to
achieve personal growth. Without this the very
building blocks of the future will themselves be
the downfall of that future. G”

Looking Ahead
The Brahma Kumaris community is active
in many environmental fora and initiatives
including the UN Climate Change Conferences
COP20 in Lima and COP21 in Paris, and the
Solar Thermal Power Project (www.india-one.
net), in addition to daily awareness-raising
efforts at each of the BK centres across the
globe.
http://www.eusew.eu/upload/events/2330_14286_
profile%20sister%20jayanti.pdf

NGO Vignettes
Climate Action Network

http://www.climatechangeaction.in/web-connect/climateaction-network

The Climate Action Network, CAN, is a
worldwide network of near 500 NGOs working
to promote government and individual action to
limit human-induced climate change to ecologically
sustainable levels. The vision is to protect the
atmosphere while allowing for sustainable and
equitable development worldwide.
The Network promotes a parallel three
track approach to mitigating climate change
which includes a Kyoto track, a Greening (decarbonisation) track, and an Adaptation track.
The CAN International website is the leading
gateway to the CAN regional chapters, with
all regional websites having their respective
priorities and focus.
Thematic emphasis: The CAN website
supports the network’s goal of information
exchange, and the coordinated development
of NGO strategy on international, regional,
and national climate issues. Some of the issues
that are lent thematic focus are:
• Adaptation
• Mitigation
• Technology finance
• Legal issues related to climate change
Richness and variety of content: The CAN
site features a range of resources developed by
experts from the network’s 500 NGO members
to drive international action on climate change.
The priority theme is on a healthy environment,
and sustainable development as defined by the
Brundtland Commission.
The site carries news releases, blog posts,
newsletters, global events coverage, and an
interesting Fossil of the Day Award section
that is a sarcastic take on countries who have
performed not very responsibly in climate
negotiations. There are also discussion papers
and policy positions, letters to governments,
and resources for both experts and beginners
to help understand the climate debate better.
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Opinion
From smart cities to climate smart cities
January 4, 2015, The Hindu Business Line, Ranjan K Panda

Every week, the urban population increases by about one million
inhabitants. More than half of them live in slums with inadequate facilities
making them more vulnerable to problems caused by climate change.

Urban spaces are responsible for global warming and bear the brunt of it
as well. They must evolve in sustainable ways

Such pockets in cities are less resilient than parts which have better
infrastructure and facilities.

India is still unclear what its Prime Minister means when he talks about
smart cities.

The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report
rightly points out: “Many global risks of climate change are concentrated
in urban areas.”
Cities face the double challenge of keeping pace with urbanisation and
adapting to climate change. They have to act fast.

New targets
In less than a year, in December 2015, a new international climate change
agreement should be agreed upon in Paris at COP 21. Cities across the
world should gear up to show that they can take the necessary steps to
become climate smart.

However, what everyone seems to be clear about is the fact that cities are
defining the world’s fate at the moment.
Increasingly being recognised as the only place for ‘opportunities’, cities
invite more and more people to their fold, consume huge amount of energy,
have heavy transport use, create more unnatural space by destroying
natural ecosystems, and emit a lot of greenhouse gases (GHGs).
Cities claimed a good amount of time during the COP 20 (conference of
the parties 20) debates in Lima. It is now evident that no climate action
would be possible without taking cities on board.

Some examples are there to pave them the way.
Earlier this year, the Climate Alliance advocates in Europe resolved to
take up three binding targets: 50 per cent less Co2, 40 per cent more
energy efficiency and a 40 per cent share of renewable energy by 2020
with the objective of halving per capita Co2 emissions by 2030.
Many such local actions on energy savings, energy efficiency and
renewable energy promotion would be helpful as examples for all cities.
A report shared during COP 20 points out that the Covenant of Mayors
initiative, officially launched by the European Commission in 2008, has
today exceeded all the initial expectations and has expanded far beyond
the borders of the European Union. This initiative today includes more
than 6,000 local authorities spread across 52 countries.
Covenant signatories have formally committed to reducing their
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 20 per cent by 2020.
What is remarkable about this initiative is the fact that each city is reported
to have devised its own method.
Cities in India are growing mostly as concrete infrastructures at the cost
of local biodiversity including rivers, water bodies and forests. They have
to look within and find their indigenous solutions.

At the receiving end
Lima saw one of the biggest gatherings of mayors and climate action
experts so far.
This gathering stressed on strong local actions with participatory
governance for building climate resilient cities. Mitigation and adaptation
should be addressed with equal focus, it was felt, and initiatives that are
under way were highlighted. Cities, it is already evident, would be at the
receiving end of climate impacts too.
They would face major impacts, more so because of the growing
population camping in unplanned settlements.
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In designing our smart cities we should take cues from some of the global
actions and most of our local knowledge and realities.
In the name of growth and modernity, ironically, many governments are
adopting city plans from environmentally unsustainable cities. This has to
stop. Locally adapted plans that the local people can sustain should be
adopted to make our cities climate smart.
The writer is the convenor of Combat Climate Change Network, India
(This article was published on January 4, 2015)
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/from-smart-cities-to-climate-smart-cities/
article6753913.ece
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and capacity-building. In addition, there are proposals for institutional
arrangements to oversee work in all these areas.

Hurdles before climate deal
February 17 2015, Live Mint, D. Ravi Kanth

A marathon meeting on climate negotiations in Geneva last week has
raised expectations for a global deal later this year. If all goes well, leaders
from 194 countries will unveil a climate pact when they congregate in Paris
in December. That accord will suggest how nations are going to reduce
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to curb the increase in the average global
temperature to below 2 degrees Celsius. But the Paris agreement is not
going to be easy—although the Kyoto Protocol was agreed in 1997, it

remained unimplemented by the US and other industrialized nations.
These countries have contributed more than half of CO2 emissions over
the last two centuries. New members such as China and India are rapidly
emerging as major players on the carbon atlas.
Small wonder that The Economist in its 7 February issue urged the
Narendra Modi government to draw lessons from China’s mistakes before
it is too late. Delhi, according to the magazine, is now “the most polluted
city on Earth”. But the publication is silent on the economic processes that
are causing climate change.
“Indeed, the three pillars of the neoliberal age—privatization of public
sphere, deregulation of the corporate sector, and the lowering of the
income and corporate taxes, paid for with cuts to public spending—
are each incompatible with many of the actions we must take to bring
emissions to safer levels,” says Naomi Klein, the renowned Canadian
journalist, in her book This Changes Everything—Capitalism vs. the
Climate. “And together these three pillars form an ideological wall that
has blocked a serious response to climate change for decades.”
At a time when the new Indian government is embracing the mercantile
economic model of the “Make in India” programme and investing heavily in
coal-based power plants instead of accelerating people-centric renewable
and solar energy policies, it is not clear how the government is going to
adopt its climate negotiating positions when push comes to shove. Making
strong statements in the international forums is one thing but standing up
firmly for safeguarding one’s own autonomous space for developing clean
industries is another thing.
The Geneva meeting is a step forward after the conference of parties
(COP 20) meeting in Lima, Peru, last December. It was specifically tasked
to convert what was essentially an informal Lima agreement into a draft
legal structure involving the nuts and bolts that go into the final plumbing
of the Paris pact. The five areas in the Paris deal include mitigation for
reducing CO2 emissions, adaptation to new carbon-free activities, finance
for assisting countries, transfer of technology for clean energy generation,

Also, for the first time, there are proposals for curbing carbon pollution
caused by giant container ships and international flights. Effectively, all the
commitments that countries are required to undertake as part of the Paris
accord are now captured in an 86-page draft legal text that was finalized
in Geneva. The discussions during various sessions gave an early glimpse
of what is in store when negotiators battle it out in Bonn, in June. Prior
to that meeting, countries are required to submit the so-called “intended
nationally determined contributions” by the end of next month. The
flow of those commitments, involving hard figures for reducing the CO2
emissions, will suggest how serious the big players are, particularly the
industrialized countries who created the problem. This does not mean
that the Chinas and the Indias of the developing world which are now
climbing up the carbon ladder because of their rapid industrialization can
ignore their polluted air and rivers.
While there are some early indications about the likely reduction
commitments of the two largest polluters—China and the US—the
strength of the final deal will depend on how the industrialized world
will comply with the commitments, adaptation, finance and transfer of
technology. To put finance in context, the so-called climate sinners of
the industrialized world are required to deliver funds on three separate
fronts. First, the rich countries had agreed in Copenhagen to raise
immediate short-term funds to the tune of $30 billion through a fast-track
mechanism in 2010-2012 to help the poorest and most vulnerable nations
who need to undertake adaptation measures on a war footing. Second,
the rich countries had agreed to $100 billion per year by 2020 from a wide
variety of sources to address carbon mitigation in developing and leastdeveloped countries. And third, they had also committed to establish a
clean energy fund, referred to as “The Green Climate Fund”. In all these
three areas, the results till now are few and far between.
When it comes to transfer of technology, the industrialized nations are silent on
issues concerning how they intend to waive intellectual property commitments
for sharing the latest technologies. If anything, the very mention of intellectual
property rights issues in the climate agreement is anathema to the world’s
sole superpower. Patrick Michaels of the Cato Institute in Washington has
argued against giving resources to countries “because, for some reason, their
political system is incapable of adapting”. Instead of adaptation, countries
must settle for more free trade, he has argued, according to Klein.
Is it any surprise, therefore, that when the issue of transfer of technology
is being debated in the climate negotiations, a group of 14 industrialized
and developing countries are negotiating a plurilateral agreement on how
to eliminate tariffs on some 400 environmental goods, an initiative that
would put paid to any autonomous development and growth of renewable
and solar energy sectors in the developing world. Further, two trade
disputes graphically illustrate that the free trade rules of the World Trade
Organization are at the heart of problems in tackling climate change. The
disputes involve Canada’s feed-in tariff programme for renewable energy
providers to sell power back to the electricity grids offering long-term
contracts with guaranteed premium prices (like the public stockholding
programmes for food security in developing countries) and the ongoing
legal challenge by the US against India’s Jawaharlal Nehru Solar Mission.
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/5b0Es3rcWkj7skeGFqij4O/Hurdles-before-climate-deal.html
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Open Window
COP20/ CMP10 Host Country Website

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

http://www.cop20lima.org/

http://www.ipcc.ch/

http://www.cop20.pe/en

World Resources Institute
http://www.wri.org/our-work/topics/cop-20

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change

Centre for Climate and Energy Solution
http://www.c2es.org/international/negotiations/cop20-lima

http://unfccc.int/meetings/lima_dec_2014/meeting/8141.php
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Media Analysis
Understanding environmental quality and improving degraded
environments are preconditions for achieving sustainable development.
They are also crucially important for enhancing human well-being,
including security. Electronic media needs to lend the required space and
structure to the environment that it rightly holds. Only then will a mature
and palpable interaction will be made possible.
India is strategically working on the Climate change issues, it is essential
for a common person of the nation from each sector to understand the
nationally groomed agenda’s to mitigate the rise of emissions. CMS ENVIS
Centre has eventually analysed the trends of the coverage of ‘COP 20
Lima’ of prominent news channels and print media’s to understand the
interests deals to support the national agenda’s and measures has been
taken in the conference.

Fig. 1 represents the percentage of the coverage of stories in
Prime Time news by Six prominent news Channels

Methodology

Time devoted by news channels

Prime Time Band: The prime time programming is the industry
benchmark in News television for all significant events and issues that are
prominently covered on a particular day.

The prime time coverage of the Lima Conference by the six news channels
was just about 149.15 minutes. NDTV news once again was on top
among all the news channels as it provided 141.00 minutes of prime time
coverage. DD News was among the second channel, who has allotted only
3.50 minutes, while the other channels like ABP news, CNN-IBN, Aaj
Tak offered just 1.00 to 2.00 minutes of news. The least time given by a
channel was a dismal 0.5 minutes by Zee news (Refer Table 1).

Over the years CMS Media Lab has acted as a source for the CMS ENVIS
Centre because it has undertaken significant experimentation to develop
a robust and rigorous methodology as given below. The content analysis
broadly covers qualitative and quantitative aspects.

Six Mainstream Hindi and English News Channels: DD News, ABP
News, CNN IBN, Aaj Tak, Zee News, NDTV 24X7
Recording: The recorded tapes were then previewed and the news
stories listed under various classifications and categories to generate
quantitative data.

Table 1: Time devoted by news channels on COP 20
(Nov 20 – Dec 20, 2014)

Six prominent news channels
Category

DD
News

ABP
News

CNN
IBN

Aaj
Tak

Zee
News

NDTV
24x7

Total

No of Stories

4

1

1

1

1

5

13

Environment Related Stories: The theme specific stories were
separately reviewed and analysed.

% of stories
coverage

31

7

8

8

8

38

100

Time Frame: The timeline taken for this particular study was 20
November to 20 December, 2014.

Time in Minutes

3.50

1.00

2.00

1.15

0.50

141.00

149.15

Logging: The news content on the above mentioned channels were listed
and documented in the log sheets.
Coding: The stories were classified and separately coded (e.g. politics,
business, sports, environmental news etc).

COP 20/CMP 10 Coverage in Prime Time News
Channels

The data represented in fig. 1 revealed that the maximum 38% (5 stories)
of environmental stories were covered by NDTV 24 x7. Moreover, the
channel had not focused on the coverage of COP 20 during the prime
time news. The most focused news stories by the channel were on air
pollution in Delhi, green fight compromised forest cleaning under UPA
government and special discussion on Ganga cleaning etc (Table 1).
DD News channel had coverage of 31% (4 news stories) on environmental
issues, where only one story on COP 20 Lima conference was showcased.
The news covered by the DD News channel was on the day of opening
ceremony of the conference in Lima. The other stories highlighted
on Honorable Minister speaking on Environment, Physically disabled
children’s are also joined cleanliness campaign and national level seminar
on cleanliness campaign etc.
The three channels CNN IBN, Aaj Tak and Zee News had covered about
8% (one stories each) that related to other environmental issues of the
country. The ABP News had least coverage of stories comprising 7% (1
story only). The issues that the rest of the four channels covered were on
pollution examine in-front of chief justice; biggest animal slaughter festival;
reason behind changing weather in Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh; illegal construction and deforestation and century’s hottest year
says : US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) etc.

The coverage by the six news channels of Lima conference was found
very low. This represents that the Indian News channels had given very
less importance to the Lima conference as compared to the past Summits.
This could be attributed to various factors. The national changing political
scenarios or the post effects of Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections in
the country during that period or the crime based issues etc. were mostly
covered during the Lima conference.

Conclusion
News broadcasting is the medium of broadcasting of various news events
and other information via television, radio or internet or print media in
the field of broadcast journalism. In India, there are several such news
channels working 24 hours to spread the information from the corners of
the country. But the news are based on the local, national and international
crime reports, political issues, disasters occurred, sports or tourism. The
main challenge of combating the depleting environment was less focused
by the news channels. In COP 20 the challenge of climate change is often
referred to as the defining global issues of the country which poses a key
threat to sustainable development. Vulnerability to climate change and
natural disasters has a strong linkage with poverty and has the potential
to create multiple stresses over any countries growth trajectory of the
globe. These issues were less focused in prime time news channels.
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Event
UNFCC Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Venue

13 -15 Apr 2015

Seventh African Carbon Forum

Marrakesh, Morocco

13 -17 Apr 2015

83rd Meeting of the CDM Executive Board

Bonn, Germany

14 -15 Apr 2015

NAP Expo 2015

Bonn, Germany

16 -17 Apr 2015

Workshop to share experiences, good practices, lessons learned, gaps and needs on
Bonn or surrounding area, Germany
the process to formulate and implement NAPs

18 -22 May 2015

Technical analysis of BURs (ICA)

25 -29 May 2015

84 Meeting of the CDM Executive Board

01-11 Jun 2015

Bonn Climate Change Conference - June 2015, 42 session of the Subsidiary Body
for Implementation (SBI), 42nd session of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Bonn, Germany
Technological Advice (SBSTA), Ninth part of the 2nd session of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP)

02 -04 Jun 2015

Meeting of the 72nd CDM Accreditation Panel

12 -14 Jun 2015

Workshop for the Asia-Pacific and Eastern European regions on nationally appropriate
Bonn, Germany
mitigation actions (NAMAs)

15 -19 Jun 2015

67th Meeting of the CDM Meth Panel

Bonn, Germany

22 -25 Jun 2015

48 Meeting of the CDM Small-Scale Working Group

Bonn, Germany

29 -03 Jul 2015

Hands-on Training Workshop for the Asia-Pacific and Eastern Europe on Vulnerability
tbc
and Adaptation Assessment

20 -24 Jul 2015

85th Meeting of the CDM Executive Board Meeting

27 -31 Jul 2015

Hands-on training workshop for the Latin American and Caribbean region on
tbc
vulnerability and adaptation assessment

31 -04 Sep 2015

ADP 3, 3rd session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for
Bonn, Germany
Enhanced Action (ADP)

08 -09 Sep 2015

Third Forum of the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF), on issues related to
tbc
finance for forests.

28 -02 Oct 2015

Hands-on training workshop for the Africa region on vulnerability and adaptation
tbc
assessment

29 -02 Oct 2015

49th Meeting of the CDM Small-Scale Working Group

Bonn, Germany

29 -30 Sep 2015

37 Meeting of the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee

Bonn, Germany

05 -09 Oct 2015

68 Meeting of the CDM Meth Panel

Bonn, Germany

05 -06 Oct 2015

15 meeting of the Consultative Group of Experts (CGE) from Parties not included
tbc
in Annex I to the Convention

12 -16 Oct 2015

86th Meeting of the CDM Executive Board

19 -23 Oct 2015

ADP 4, 4th session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for
Bonn, Germany
Enhanced Action (ADP)

21 -23 Oct 2015

Meeting of the 73rd CDM Accreditation Panel

Bonn, Germany

23 -27 Nov 2015

87 Meeting of the CDM Executive Board

Paris, France

30 -11 Dec 2015

UNFCCC COP 21/ CMP 11 - Twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties
and the eleventh session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
As decided at COP 19, Paris, France

Bonn, Germany
Bonn, Germany

th

nd

th

th
th
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http://unfccc.int/meetings/unfccc_calendar/items/2655.php
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Environment

Promoting Responsibility

E

stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research based
think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support improved
policymaking.
CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of CMS, has
been involved multifariously in policy research and programme evaluation aimed at
creating sustainable solutions for environment protection. CMS Environment Team
has also been consistently undertaken capacity building and enhancing initiatives
with range of stakeholders to orient on contemporary environment issues like climate
change, sustainable transport, conservation, etc.
Cms Envis Centre
Established in 2000, CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India to facilitate
information dissemination and further the cause of environment awareness and
sensitisation. A separate space in its campus has been allocated to house documentary
films, spots/ public service messages, info-mercials, quiz programmes, jingles etc. on
environmental and wildlife issues. www.cmsenvis.nic
Green Films Resource Centre
Established in 2007, the Audio Visual Resource Centre (AVRC) is a state-of-the-art
archive of documentaries, films and audio spots on environment and development
issues.
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