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About the Theme

Television is an important medium that can effectively create environment
awareness. By highlighting environment issues and related debates, it is today
a critical medium to suggest alternatives to people and policy-makers. The
awareness on environment has shown multiplicity of results in the form different
issues of livelihood rights, displacement, rehabilitation, sustainability, etc. The
potential of this form of media needs to be fully utilized as an adequate advocacy
platform for environmental issues.
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The main features of GREEN VOICE are:
Research Paper (scholarly written paper contains original research results or reviews existing results or show a totally new
invention related with theme)

Column (recurring piece or article in a newspaper, magazine or other publication accordance with the theme)
In Black and White (some of the leading environmental news coverage in the print media for over a quarter)
Facets (profile of a person who has contributed significantly to environment awareness through media tools)
Talk Over (exclusive interviews with people actively engaged in environment advocacy such as filmmakers, journalists,
photographers etc.)

NGO Vignettes (profile of an NGO or civil society organisation also in accordance with the theme)
Open Windows (useful website links in accordance with the theme)
On Air (media update on programmes being aired by various channels)
Viewpoint (article by an expert on some contemporary issue)
Feature (focuses on particular people, places, and events, and it goes into great detail regarding concepts and ideas of
specific issues)

Media Analysis (media trend analysis of environment news - quarterly)
Latest Green Films (regular updates on fascinating films by Indian filmmakers on environment and wildlife)
Books (latest books and publications on the theme of the newsletter)
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ARTICLE
Trends in the coverage of
environment by news channels
Dr. N Bhaskara Rao

Honorary Adviser, CMS-ENVIS & Chairman, CMS,
New Delhi
To bring back concern for environment and
make it as an agenda of the country, at both
the macro and micro level, mass media is a
reliable source. Knowing the way mass media,
news media in particular, reflect environment
in their coverage, is important to get an
accurate picture of where the country stands
in examining the specifics of environment.
This study by CMS Media Lab tries to reflect
the concerns and priorities at the macro-level
going by the extent and scope of coverage by
news media. With their recent proliferation,
TV channels, particularly round-the-clock news
channels, have become the agenda setters and
path makers for public policies and priorities.
Significant developments in the last decade with
regard to climate change and the proliferation
of news channels in the country raise hopes
that the media will take up the coverage of
environment with new-found enthusiasm. Also,
because a number of government agencies and
civic and community groups have promoted
the cause with innumerable campaigns, a
considerable increase in the coverage of
environment in the public media is expected.
Considering that national news channels reflect
the trend in the coverage of environmental
issues, five prominent channels, that together
account for almost two thirds of national
news channel viewers, were monitored and
analyzed.
News channels have a prominent role when it
comes to determining the agenda of the times,
and the extent of attention they get with regard
to their immediate importance. Of course,
special programmes aired by news channels
are also taken seriously, which is exactly why
they have also been covered for the tracking
and analysis.

An overview, 2009-14
A six-year review is critical to understand
the direction the news media of the country

are taking in the context of environmental
movement. What could be some such insights
that require to be taken note for further
initiatives and correctives?
A real breakthrough in the coverage of
environment concerns by news channels is
not a possibility as long as TRP-driven content
priorities are followed. Under this model, it is
politics, sports, entertainment and crime which
gets prime concern of channels, even news
channels. Any deviation otherwise is sporadic
or temporal and that too when sponsorship is
forthcoming.
Even against that background, it should be
of concern that despite the proliferation of
channels and competition between them
and so much happening around, the news
coverage of environment has not increased
in the last decade, including in the last six
years. An equally important concern is that the
coverage of environment was not consistent as
compared to the coverage of crime or sports
or even entertainment. The interest of the
news channels seemed to be around other
events or on the availability of sponsorship.
One would have expected some change
for good because of increased competition
between channels during these years. But
there is no definite indication to that effect,
since the competition was primarily a fight for
TRPs. And competition, as we know, unravels
both creativity as well as concerns.
One reason why news channels were not able
to do justice to the coverage of environmental
issues could be because there has been a shift
of certain topics from bulletins to features,
sponsored or otherwise. Another reason could
be that some of these issues are not adaptable
to bulletins, given the time limit. - (bulletins
cannot accommodate lengthy or difficult or
complex concepts). Or it could also be because
the costs involved in reporting on the current
and contemporary issues of environment are
much more than in the case of print. And
for channels, field-based visual backup only
matters when done professionally.
However, taking a shift from bulletins,
TV channels have aired debates, quizzes,
documentaries, and interactive or live
coverage of celebrities. For example, NDTV
launched environmentalinitiatives by airing
special programmes, which led a few other
news channels to follow suit.

Earlier, some such issues were “spoon-fed” to
news media by Government agencies. Now in
the case of channels, it is the corporate and
such other lobbies or PR agencies which feed
news media.

Trends in the Coverage of

nvironment
in News Channels
An Analysis by CMS ENVIS Centre

Published by:
CMS ENVIS Centre on Environment and Media

This analysis indicates that news channels
did not have a strategy, or a focused pursuit
to follow up with some concerns and build
consistencies with the aim of accomplishing
communication tasks. This is particularly
because one of the argument made, by the
then Cabinet in favour of TV in India going
for colour, was that it would help present
complex environmental and wildlife coverage
much more effectively. Sadly, there is no
evidence of such trend, despite the best kind
of resources being used up to produce content
for channels.
Negatives disasters floods, earthquakes,
tornados and hurricane or such stories get
relatively better coverage, perhaps because it
is easy to report about health, damage, losses
rather than about causes, consequences or
analysis into reasons for environmental decline
and disasters.
More often than not, channels give insubstantial
coverage to important events particularly
in their news bulletins. For example, in
the week-long global COP conference in
Hyderabad 2012 (October – December),
news channels focussed more on delegates’
food preferences, local shopping and the like
rather than reflecting their perspective on the
theme of the conference or summing up of
the conference papers and deliberations. An
analysis of coverage of such global meets to
do with environment brings out the need for
sensitising media itself about the significance of
such meets/conferences.
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Role of Mass Media in Creating
Environmental Awareness
Farhan Ahmad
Regional Ambassador for Pakistan at TUNZA Eco
Generation Program
Introduction: Environmental awareness is a
strategic communication process to promote
the knowledge of environment, keep people
up-to-date about catastrophic impacts of
human development and help them know
about sustainable development. For the sake
of our world, clearly environmental awareness
plays a critical role for creating interest in
environment. This is the time which demands
us to deliver the sensitivity of environmental
issues to the masses, particularly among youth.
So a study was conducted to identify the Role
of Mass Media in Creating Environmental
Awareness. Identification of percentage of mass
awareness on the subject of environment was
also one of the core objectives of the survey.
Methodology: The methodology of survey
was based on two main approaches:
a) Detailed
interviews
with
media
representatives from print (The News,
Hum Sehri Magazine & Dawn news) and
electronic media (Capital TV, Geo TV &
Express TV) representatives.
b) Household or community survey was
aimed at identifying the level of public
awareness
and
knowledge
about
environment. Household survey was
carried out in the two different areas
of Lahore (Capital of Province Punjab,
Pakistan) - Model Town and Dharampura.
These areas were selected on the basis
of the vast differences in the status and
quality of life of the people living there.
Model town was categorised as a high
class area, while Dharampura was taken as
a middle class area/society. A total number
of 100 school/college going students of age
group 14 to 20 years were interviewed to
assess the role of mass media in creating
environmental awareness and to identify
the percentage of students well known
about environmental issues.
Results: Results of study based on interviews
with media representatives (a) and Household
survey (b) given below:
a) According
to
electronic
media
representatives, the people of Pakistan
are now much more aware of the word
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environment because of the efforts made
by media for the last many years. Media
is also helping the people and civil society
groups to raise environmental issues and
spread awareness.
b) 72% of the respondents from Dharampura
(where people live an average lifestyle:
Middle Class Community) were found to
have good knowledge about environment,
which includes concepts of global
warming (78%) and ozone depletion
(73%). 55% percent of the students
from Dharampura stated that they are
environment friendly; throw waste in
waste bins, keep their rooms/houses
clean, prefer to use clothe bags instead
of plastic bags where possible, save water
and switch off the unnecessary lights. Only
31% of Dharampura’s repondents stated
that they get environmental news from
TV channels and newspapers as well.
Respondents belonging to Model Town
(where people live a lavish lifestyle: High
Class Community) are well educated
and 94% of the respondents were found
to be well aware about environmental
concerns, like global warming (91%),
ozone depletion (82%), air pollution,
noise pollution, and water pollution. 66%
of the respondents from Model Town also
stated they are Environmental Friendly
in some ways and always try to do their
part in saving the environment. Also, they
keep themselves involved in activities
organized/conducted/supported by their
schools/colleges. 55% of the respondents
from Model Town stated that media (TV
Channels & Newspapers) also help them
become aware of environmental issues.
Conclusion: Students living at Model Town
(High Class Community) were better aware
of environmental issues than the students at
Dharampura (Middle Class Community). So
it can be concluded that good educational
institutes as well as the media are the biggest
contributing factors for awareness of students
on the subject environment. . Media plays
a vital role but it can certainly do better.
Although news channels & newspapers have
started a number of programs on community
and environmental issues, more fact-based
environmental programs which attract the
attention of youth/public/students is desirable.
http://tunza.eco-generation.org/ambassadorReportView.
jsp?viewID=9525
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FACET
Ms Bahar Dutt,
Conservation Biologist
and Environmental
Journalist
Bahar Dutt is a wildlife
conservationist by training. She
has worked for the last ten years on crucial wildlife
conservation projects in India and abroad. She
has many scientific and popular papers on wildlife
conservation to her credit and has studied a
highly endangered Amazonian primate species at
the world famous Jersey Zoo, set up by naturalist
Gerald Durrell, and was involved in assessing the
conditions for release of endangered primate in
the Amazon forests.
She spent seven years with Bahelias, or snake
charmers, across Haryana and Rajasthan,
combining their knowledge into public
performances and education without the use of
snakes. At CNN-IBN, she has traversed the length
and breadth of India’s wilderness and highlighted
the underbelly of Indian politics, business, and the
wildlife trade. Her reports on mining and the sellout of forests and biodiversity by politicians and
corporates have been instrumental in exposing
the corruption that undermine the ecological
security of this country. She has over 10 awards
to her credit, including the Ramnath Goenka
Award in 2006, the Wildscreen Award, UK and
the Young Environment Journalist Award 2007.

Book written by Bahar
Dutt : India’s Green War
Summary: Wildlife biologist and
journalist Bahar Dutt travels to the
far ends of the planet to report on
some of the biggest environment
stories of our time from climate
change to illegal mining to big dams being
constructed in rich tropical rainforests. As India
makes its way to a super economy, the impact
on its wildlife remains largely unreported. Dutt
draws on her experience as a conservationist to
look at how this tension between a modernizing
economy and saving the planet can be resolved.
Sharp, incisive and in-depth, this book goes beyond
the rhetoric of television debates to look at some of
the leading issues facing our forests and wilderness
areas. Dutt relives exhilarating moments of coming
face to face with gharials and the grand old orangutan, and many creatures facing an uneasy future,
in search of an answer to the question: how can we
save all that is precious in a ‘development without
brakes’ model of economy?

COLUMN
Green Initiative on
Electronic Media
Aparajita Gogoi

Executive Director at CEDPA,
National Coordinator of White Ribbon
Alliance for Safe Motherhood India

Overview
Environmental awareness and reporting on
environment and development has come of
age in India. Television is an excellent medium
for promoting environment awareness,
development, literacy, social awareness and
political consciousness. Millions of TV viewers
in India and other developing countries provide
a tremendous potential for development
communication. Unfortunately, the electronic
medium is not being used sufficiently to
promote the same. Instead, television has
become a medium totally dominated by
entertainment programmes.
Television was introduced in our country in
1959 on an experimental basis, and regular
broadcast started the next year. This was
followed by twenty years of diffusion at a snail’s
pace. The mid-eighties witnessed a sudden
spurt in television diffusion. Indian television
viewers multiplied four times in five years, and
by 1988, the number of television watchers
crossed the 96 million mark.
Ironically, it was the popular soap operas that
led to this spurt in television viewers. Thus
began the commercialisation of television
in India. Popularity of the soaps and the
increase in viewership drove home the point
to commercial advertisers that they could
advertise their consumer products via television
to a captive audience of millions of people.

Besides the soaps, it was also the government’s
television expansion programme and wider
access to communication satellites that led to
the expansion of the electronic medium.

DA’s Initiative

Expansion of the electronic media was not
bereft of negative impacts. It gave a fillip to
consumerism, widened gaps between the
urban elite and the poor and it expanded at the
cost of the print media and the film industry.

BE GREEN ... THE GREEN SHOW is
basically a business and environment interface
programme. This programme deals with
issues that are environmental in nature but are
related to the activities of the industrial sector.
It also suggests ways to reduce pollution and
conserve our non-renewable resources.

The coming of the cable channels and the satellite
network revolutionised the electronic media. A
cable connection became an integral part of a
home with a television. The impact of satellite
channels has been debated time and again. The
list of ill-effects is oft repeated and our country
has gone through a series of debates, seminars
and discussions on this, but the onward march of
satellite channels has been unstoppable.
What is very obvious today is the fact that the
growth of installed capacity for transmitting
programmes has been utilized more and more
for non-development purposes.

Supreme Court Intervenes
In an effort to curb this trend, on November
22, 1991, the Supreme Court delivered a
historic ruling. From February 1992, it ordered,
India’s Information and Broadcasting Ministry
must ensure that Indian TV would guarantee
to broadcast one film a day on what is called
‘catching aspects’ of the environment.
Four years have gone by since this directive,
and do we get to see a film on any aspect of
environment every day? Rarely.
Software for television has played a significant
role in influencing what people think and feel.
Software producers have a social responsibility
since what they produce influences people and
their perceptions.

Keeping this in mind, Development Alternatives
Inc. stepped into the field of television with a
weekly television programme.

The Green Show is an area-specific programme
designed to promote sustainable development
by drawing the attention of viewers into
the process of current development and
help them understand the impact of these
“developmental” activities on environment.
The foremost objective of DA in producing
this programme is to inform, educate and also
entertain with a view to create awareness
among the people about the nation’s
environmental problems.
This show also endeavours to widen the
horizon of the viewers about the gravity of the
situation and help them realise that however
grim and difficult it may seem at first, it is
possible to find ways of arresting the ongoing
degradation and reverse the process.
It is not easy to help television perform the
role of an initiator of change and development.
Positive software planning is vital as any
software which does not evolve out of
some form of public participation is weak in
authenticity and appeal. For DA, The Green
Show is yet another tool to speed up the
dissemination of environment education &
awareness and a means to fight the blatant
consumerism on the audio-video media with
environmental messages.
http://www.devalt.org/newsletter/oct95/of_5.htm

Env ro n m e nDayt
June 5, 2014

We won`t have a society
if we destroy the environment

– Margaret Mead
www.cmsenvis.nic.in
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The focus

IN BLACK & WHITE
A Day for Earth
The Indian Express, 22 April 2014

Raising public awareness and supporting
environmental protection and reform, every
year April 22 is celebrated as Earth Day across
the world in more than 190 countries.
The event, coordinated by the Earth Day
Network (EDN) through its 22,000 partners
across the globe, has campaigns ranging from
climate change to drinking water problems to
voter registration to saving Asiatic elephants.
An India specific permanent programme,
launched in 2010, engages with EDN
partners in India to build and enhance India’s
civic mobilisation and leadership in the
environmental movement. Environmental
Education, Women and the Green Economy,
Capacity Building and Training are a few of
their India specific programmes.
Environmental campaigns, awareness walks,
talks, workshops, documentary screenings,
plays, musical evenings and a host of other
events mark the day.

The history
The first Earth Day was celebrated in 1970
by 20 million Americans and is considered
as the birth of the modern environmental
movement.
Back then, the movement was said to have
channeled the energies of the anti-war
protest movement. The Vietnam War was
on and students across America were voicing
opposition and holding protests.
Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, was inspired
by the anti-war movement and realised that
if similar efforts were put by the public about
the air and water pollution, environmental
protection would become a national political
agenda.
Couple of landmark acts like the Clean Air Act,
Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act etc
followed the observance of Earth Day back
then.
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Although anything related to conserving the
environment is supported by EDN or the
partner network, they have charted out a few
focus areas in which substantial amount of
work is done.
Making schools greener by having ecofriendly facilities, improving school food,
enhancing environmental education is one of
their agendas. The canopy project is aimed
at restoring green cover and protecting the
natural lands by planting trees. The network
plants trees which are useful to the local
communities. The Green Cities campaign
aims at reducing carbon emissions and building
efficient cities.
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/ADay-for-Earth/2014/04/22/article2181591.ece1

Indian activist Ramesh Agrawal
wins ‘Green Nobel’
The Times of India, 28 April 2014

GARE VILLAGE (Andhra Pradesh): The man
walked into Ramesh Agrawal’s tiny internet
cafe, pulled out a pistol and hissed, “You talk
too much.’’ Then he fired two bullets into
Agrawal’s left leg and fled on a motorcycle.
The 2012 attack came three months after
Agrawal won a court case that blocked a major
Indian company, Jindal Steel & Power Ltd, from
opening a second coal mine near the village of
Gare in the mineral-rich state of Chhattisgarh.
For a decade, Agrawal, who has no formal legal
training, has been waging a one-man campaign
to educate illiterate villagers about their rights in
fighting pollution and land-grabbing by powerful
mining and electricity companies. He’s won
three lawsuits against major corporations and
has spearheaded seven more pending in courts.
“When I started this fight, I knew I’d be a
target. It will happen again. Let it happen. I’m
not going anywhere,’’ the soft-spoken yoga
enthusiast said in an interview this month in
the city of Raigarh, where he hobbled around
his modest home with a cane and a metal brace
screwed into his shattered femur.
On Monday, Agrawal, 60, will be recognized
in a ceremony in San Francisco as one of six
recipients of this year’s $175,000 Goldman
Environmental Prize, often called the “Green
Nobel.’’
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Among the other winners are former corporate
lawyer Helen Slottje who fought fracking,
pumping chemicals and water underground
to break open shale rock formations, in New
York state and South Africa’s Desmond D’Sa
who closed down one of the country’s largest
toxic dumping sites. The award was established
in 1990 with a grant from philanthropists
Richard and Rhoda Goldman to honor grassroots environmental activists in the six regions
of Africa, Asia, Europe, Island Nations, North
America and Latin America.
“This is the biggest milestone in my life,’’
Agrawal said of the award, which he flew to
California to receive. “But it also makes me
sad, that someone in a foreign country who I
don’t even know is willing to do so much for
us, while so many people here don’t even
know us or want to help.’’
Activists, lawyers and analysts in India say that’s
changing as hundreds if not thousands of small,
scrappy movements are challenging building
and mining projects that local residents believe
will damage the environment, undermine their
livelihoods or even uproot them from their
homes.
“People are gaining confidence and losing
patience,’’ environmental lawyer Ritwick Dutta
said in New Delhi. “These are not established
activist groups or nonprofits like Greenpeace
campaigning on global issues like climate
change. These are regular, everyday people
worried about their survival, and their voices
of dissent are forcing India to change.’’
Villagers in the central state of Madhya Pradesh
have won national TV coverage for their cause
by standing neck-deep in water for days to
protest large hydro-power dam projects that
would flood their farms and homes. Apple
growers in northeast Himachal Pradesh are
suing dam builders who they say have tunneling
plans that will damage their orchards.
“People used to say, `You can’t fight with the big
guys.’ But once we started winning a few cases,
people started believing in themselves and
believing in this country again,’’ Agrawal said.
India’s rapid economic growth over the past
decade has boosted the incomes and living
standards of millions, mostly city-dwellers.
But the environmental impact has often been
ignored, and the rural poor largely left behind.

The 400 million Indians who live on less than
$1.25 a day are dubious about their economic
prospects, particularly those who have lost
their land or been forced to live with poisoned
groundwater, dirty air and fetid rivers.

Dr Harihar Patel, the area’s only trained
doctor for 10 kilometers (six miles), said he’s
seen a jump in the number of people with
asthma and other lung ailments, skin lesions
and exhaustion.

“Why should these villagers pay for
development that is defined by shopping malls
and luxury items?’’ Agrawal asked. “We have
to redefine what development means, and
decide if it’s for the few or the many.’’

“The system is not working properly. The rich
get richer, and the government supports them
over us,’’ Patel said. “Twenty years ago we had
no idea this could happen to us, to our land and
our water.’’

Environmental activists are also increasingly
facing violence — at least 908 have been killed
in 35 countries over the past decade, including
six in India, according to a report this month by
the London-based Global Witness group.

Agrawal began researching the rights of the
poor in confronting corporations in 2005, after
becoming alarmed by the sudden influx of
industry into his home state of Chhattisgarh. In
2010, he won his first court victory in blocking
Indian company Scania Steel & Power Ltd from
expanding a coal-burning power plant without
clearance.

After he was shot, Agrawal’s attackers turned
themselves in, revealing themselves to be Jindal
Steel & Power’s security guards. But police
never linked the attack with the company.
He also has been jailed for 72 days on what
he said were false charges of extortion and
defamation that were later dismissed.
In the village of Gare, where Agrawal has
helped villagers voice their objections to
Jindal’s plans for more mining operations, the
earth shakes violently for a half-hour each
morning as workmen blast a gaping coal pit
with dynamite, sending clouds of black dust
billowing up. The acrid smell of smoke hangs
in the air, already hazy yellow from the nearby
power plant pollution.
The company has been mining coal in the area
for several years, but Gare and the neighboring
villages of Sarasmal and Kosampali have seen
little economic benefit. No new schools or
hospital clinics have been built, and only a few
dozen menial labor jobs were offered after
protests by residents, who were once selfsufficient growing rice and vegetables, villagers
said.
There are, however, new roads on which
dozens of uncovered coal trucks rattle through
communities every day with coal dust blowing
off the back.
“For six years I have been sick,’’ 55-yearold villager Sushila Choudhury said through
bloodshot eyes and the wheezing cough of an
asthmatic. “Why are they doing this to us? We
haven’t done anything wrong.’’

He’s been helped by some legal tools along the
way. In 2005, India passed a law giving citizens
the right to review public records.
Six years later, India launched a separate
environmental court system that gave any
citizen the right to demand a hearing on
environmental matters.
Two years ago, the court ruled on a lawsuit
filed by Agrawal on behalf of Gare residents to
revoke Jindal’s clearance for a second mine in
the area. Jindal has since reapplied for clearance
to mine in the village, and Agrawal is preparing
another suit to block it.
“We have to look after the environment, or
there will be hundreds of thousands of people
with nothing, no employment, no money,
no farmland, no forests,’’ he said. “They will
end up cutting each other’s throats just to
survive.’’
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/
pollution/Indian-activist-Ramesh-Agrawal-wins-GreenNobel/articleshow/34333193.cms

Big cat’s trail on screen
Amruta Byatnal, The Hindu, May 13, 2014

“To know about an animal, you sometimes
have to become one,” the character of wildlife
biologist Purva Rao states in the film Ajoba,
which released in theaters on Friday. The film,
that talks about human-leopard conflict: an
issue which has trespassed from the rural to
the urban areas, makes a pertinent point of the
need to understand animal behaviour.

The film starts begins with a leopard being
trapped inside a well in Maharashtra’s
Ahmednagar district. What follows is the
leopard’s 120-km journey back to its own
habitat over 29 days, closely watched by Dr.
Rao and her team, who have placed a chip
in its body before releasing it into the wild.
Directed by 28 year-old Sujay Dahake, the
film is inspired by the work of Vidya Athreya,
with Urmila Matondkar playing Dr. Rao in her
debut Marathi performance. Ajoba: meaning
grandfather was the name Dr. Athreya’s team
gave the aging leopard.
Speaking to The Hindu on Sunday, Dr. Athreya
said, “It was important to show that animals
are not a nuisance, and the film has done
that perfectly. Usually, the electronic media
sensationalises the issue, and does not go
beyond the ‘man vs wild’ conversation.”
The idea of the film came to Mr. Dahake
when he heard of another leopard trapped
in Junnar near Pune. It was then that he met
Dr. Athreya, and her animated description of
Ajoba’s journey that got him excited. “I thought
that the story had drama, and had to be told to
the masses,” Dahake told The Hindu. “I had
found a hero in Ajoba. Here, nature trying to
tell you that it will not interfere with your life
unless you do so first,” the director said about
the protagonist.
The journey and the process of following it was
not easy for Dr. Athreya, as it is not for Dr. Rao
on screen. “Forest officials are helpful, but they
have political limitations. I had to work with
that,” she stated. “The characters in the film are
an amalgamation of people who have helped
me and tracked Ajoba’s journey,” she said.
Another conversation that the film manages
to strike is that of the role of women in
unconventional careers, such as that of Dr.
Rao’s. She is seen living in rural areas for days
together, negotiating with male forest officials
and riding pillion with her assistants, all without
the tag of ‘being a woman’. “I am a woman. But
that has nothing to do with how I work. If you’re
focussed, people will respect you for what
you are,” Dr. Athreya stated. For Mr. Dahake,
that was a conscious decision to portray the
character in this way. “She smokes a beedi, and
drinks whiskey. She is not apologetic about the
fact that she’s not married. It is what she has
chosen for herself,” he states.
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/bigcats-trail-on-screen/article6002231.ece
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Child environmentalist
K. Sarumathi, The Hindu, 31 May 2014

Only a few people recognise their calling in
childhood and begin to work passionately
towards it. P. Sahitya, a class IX student of
Vidyodaya School, knows what she wants to
be: an environmentalist and a wildlife activist.
Trees and plants have been her playmates
and fork and shovel her toys since a young
age.
As she would assist her mother in watering
and taking care of the plants in their backyard,
Sahitya got drawn to nature. Seeing her
daughter’s interest in nature and environment,
her mother Vasundhara got her enrolled in
a youth Exnora. “She would wake up early
in the morning to help me water the plants
and plant a few saplings. She made this a
practice before getting ready for school every
day. In the evening again, she would head to
the garden in our backyard to tend to the
plants. To encourage her to learn more about
environment, I got her enrolled in Exnora,”
says the mother.
In the last four years, Sahitya has not missed any
of the talks and programmes on environment
conducted by the NGO. She knows her
efforts alone cannot save the environment
and she is reaching out to others with her
message. Guests at her house are treated to
an interesting trivia about nature, tips on how
to grow a garden and a talk about why plastics
should be avoided. Even her classmates are
drawn into her ‘activism’ with Sahitya holding
discussions about conservation issues.
“I started presenting a sapling to my school on
my birthday every year. I insisted my classmates
do the same.
Now, all of them bring a sapling on their
birthdays and plant it on the school premises,”
says Sahitya, who helped her relatives and
neighbours set up terrace gardens.
She also managed to convince her school
management to reduce the use of plastic as
much as possible.
Also a wildlife enthusiast, she recently got a
chance to go to Parambikulam Tiger reserve
in Kerala on a week-long camp with Exnora
members. “I learnt about forest protection
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and importance of saving the wide life for
ecological balance. We also enjoyed a trek up
the hill,” says Sahitya, who next wants to visit
Kabini forest Wayanad.
For her young age, she has a lot of knowledge
in solid waste management and composting.
After attending a workshop on the same, she
started segregating waste and composting at
home with help from her mother. Today, they
use the manure made from waste generated
at home for the plants. She also demonstrates
how to use the Khumba and tumblers for
composting at Exnora meetings and talks about
practice of solid waste management. “To gain
more information on putting waste to good use
I visited the Exnora Green Home in Pammal
and also went to Vellore to see how village
waste management and vermicomposting was
done around the Golden Temple there,” says
this young environmentalist, who recently
won the Prakruti Ratna Award from Exnora
International.
http://www.thehindu.com/features/downtown/childenvironmentalist/article6069066.ece

Activists to kick off Himalaya
Policy National Campaign
The Pioneer, 05 June 2014

Environmentalists, social activists and voluntary
organisations have decided to start a Himalaya
Policy National Campaign. This campaign
will be undertaken in areas from Gangotri in
Uttarakhand to Ganga Sagar in West Bengal in
the first phase, in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, North East India, Kohima
and Darjeeling in the second. This decision
was taken at a three-day meet of activists
related to Himalaya Seva Sangh, Uttarakhand
Nadi Bachao Abhiyan, Uttarakhand Sarvoday
Mandal, other voluntary organisations and
environmentalists at Kausani.
According to Suresh Bhai of Uttarakhand
Nadi Bachao Abhiyan, a meeting of selected
experts from Himalayan states will be
organised by Himalaya Seva Sangh, Delhi to
raise awareness on Himalaya people’s policy
in universities, schools and among the general
public. Stress will be laid on including disaster
in the Himalayan region, the present condition
of forests, land and water, effect of climate
change, tourism, migration, the effect of dam
tunnels and other issues with examples in the
draft of the Himalaya policy.
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A draft of the Himalaya people’s policy will
also be submitted at the Prime Minister’s office
on September 9 which is commemorated as
Himalaya Day after which the first phase of the
national campaign will be started.
Environmental and social organisations have
expressed concern at the negative impact of
indiscriminate tourism on the high altitude
alpine meadows in the Himalayas and the
detrimental effects of a parasite on the oak,
rhododendron, walnut and other broad leafed
trees in the Himalayas. Stating that the parasite is
causing these trees to wither away, the activists
have demanding a scientific investigation of
this phenomenon. The activities of the mining
mafia are also destroying the environment in
the mountains while also exerting pressure on
the villages and farmlands causing the locals to
migrate.
During the three-day meet held at Kausani, the
activists stressed that the Ganga should not
be cleaned only at Varanasi but the Ganga, its
tributaries and other important rivers should
be cleaned at Gangotri, Yamunotri, Badrinath
and Kedarnath.
Those living on the banks of the Ganga and
other rivers should also be involved in the
cleaning process as the Himalayan rivers cannot
be cleaned by contractors and companies
alone. The improper use of land and water
resources in the Himalayas is also abetting
disaster scenarios, stressed the activists.
Noted activist and Indira Gandhi Environment
award recipient Radha Behen, Manoj Pandey
of Himalaya Seva Sangh and activists from
various Indian States were among those who
participated in the meeting.
http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/dehradun/
activists-to-kick-off-himalaya-policy-national-campaign.html

World Environment Day: going
smart, going green
The Hindustan Times, 05 June 2014

Thursday is World Environment Day and it’s
time to make green look cool. The country is
up for having fun with everything eco-friendly
— from responsible and ecologically intelligent
luxury and people coming together for sapling
plantation, to ‘green’ poetry to commemorate
the day. Apart from the desi celebrations,
the world is geared up for doing their bit and
making a happy noise about the environment.

While supporters have been invited by the
United Nations Environment Programme
to take the WED (World Environment Day)
Challenge at New York’s Times Square
and London’s Piccadilly Circus, Goodwill
Ambassadors — supermodel Gisele Bündchen,
Hollywood actors Don Cheadle and Ian
Somerhalder, and footballer Yaya Touré are
the faces of the green celebrations this time
around. If you too plan to give back to the
environment today, here’s some inspiration.

Book Launch
On the occasion of World Environment Day,
veteran poet Gulzar celebrates his innate
connection with nature, with the launch of his
book, Green Poems. The lyricist is renowned
for his inimitable way of seeing things, his witty
expressions and his quirky turns of phrase.
All these creative talents come into play in
delightful, unexpected ways in his new bilingual
collection book. The launch is being organised
by the Patna Literature Festival in collaboration
with the Environment & Forest Department,
Government of Bihar.
Another book to be launched today is Green
Wars by Bahar Dutt. Join the author in a
discussion over development conflicting with
environment at 7.30 pm at Mantra, The Park,
15, Parliament Street.

Art Soiree
Aqua aegis, an art exhibition presented by
gallerist Jitendra Padam, is on at Gallery Sree
Arts, Gurgaon, from June 5 - 20, 2014. The aim
is to spread the message of water preservation
through paintings and photography by various
artists.

A Green Walk
Do your bit for the environment as you take
part in the Responsible Luxury Experience
with ITC Maurya, Chanakyapuri. Associates
and guests of the hotel will take a walk to green
ridge today, which is opposite to the hotel,
where they will plant saplings to increase the
green cover. The hotel has also initiated the
PET Bottle disposal process. The yarn from
recycled Pet waste will undergo the process of
weaving to make denims. These green pairs of
jeans will be shared with the hotel’s staff and
NGOs.

Did You Know?
The World Environment Day was established
by the United Nations General Assembly in

1972. Every year, the celebrations focus on
a theme and is officially hosted by a country.
This year, the host country is Barbados, which
will raise awareness against adverse impacts of
climate change

this survey we are able to bring about the level
of awareness that really lays the foundation
for action in the right direction,” said Dr. R.K.
Pachauri, Director General, TERI, in a video
message to the gathering.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news-feed/lifestyle/
world-environment-day-going-smart-going-green/article11226236.aspx

h t t p : / / w w w. t h e h i n d u . c o m / s c i - t e c h / e n e r g y- a n d environment/high-awareness-offers-a-way-out-as-delhifaces-rising-heat-and-pollution/article6082886.ece

High awareness offers a way out
as Delhi faces rising heat and
pollution

‘Demand of ‘sab ka saath sab ka
vikas’ does not stall economy says
Greenpeace

Anumeha Yadav, The Hindu, 05 June 2014

DNA, 11 June 2014

Ninety per cent of Delhi agrees climate is
changing, finds survey

Greenpeace India today rubbished the
allegations, which were leveled by an
Intelligence Bureau report that was shared with
the Indian Express. The said report submitted
to the PMO alleges that foreign funded NGOs
(mainly Greenpeace) are stalling development.
Greenpeace India believes that a lot of the
facts are misrepresented; the intent of the
campaigns are deliberately misunderstood and
that this is a conscious attempt to crush and
stifle opposing voices in the civil society.

Ninety per cent of respondents in a recent
survey in Delhi agreed that climate change
is taking place, with 95 per cent saying that
temperatures have increased and 64 per cent
saying rainfall have reduced.
Half of the respondents felt that air quality in
the Capital has worsened, and 40 per cent are
of the view that air pollution policies have not
been implemented properly. Nearly 40 per
cent said tree cover, surface water, and bird
species’ habitats had changed for the worse.
These findings are part of The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI) annual Environmental
Survey 2014 that was released on Tuesday.
The survey threw light on public attitudes on
various environmental issues, including the
‘environment versus development’ debate. The
survey, carried out in collaboration with the
Department for International Development,
U.K.’s international development agency,
covered eight cities. Water and waste were
the focus in this year’s survey, the second year
of the survey, said TERI researchers.
The survey had 11,214 respondents spread over
Delhi, Pune, Mumbai, Kanpur, Coimbatore,
Jamshedpur, Indore and Guwahati.
In Delhi, 50 per cent said the quality and
availability of drinking water and waste
management have improved. Nearly 70 per
cent said citizens use more water than required,
but only 17 per cent were willing to pay the
actual cost of the subsidised water they use.
“If we want to bring about improvement in
environmental quality, then the foundation on
which any such effort would rest, would be on
the awareness of the public. I hope through

“Greenpeace India is an independent
organisation, which campaigns for development
which is sustainable and growth that is inclusive
– that is our understanding of ‘sab ka saath sab
ka vikas”. How can this be a threat to national
economic security? We are clearly a threat
to powerful corporate interests that seek to
bulldoze clearances at the cost of millions of
people and the environment,” asked Abhishek
Pratap.
Addressing a press conference, Pratap
added: “We have a legitimate right to express
our views in what is after all the world’s largest
democracy. We believe that this report is
designed to muzzle and silence civil society
who raise their voices against injustices
to people and the environment by asking
uncomfortable questions about the current
model of growth.”
The foreign hand seems to be the favourite
stick for Governments to silence voices of
opposition time and again. Ironically, this most
often comes up in the case of Genetically
Engineered crops or the nuclear liability
issues, where in both cases ‘foreign hand’ has
tried to arm twist India to take on expensive,
outdated and potentially risky technologies.
As far as the source of funding is concerned,
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Greenpeace India is funded by individual
supporters in India. Greenpeace is an
independent campaigning organisation that
does not accept any donation from corporate
or government entities. In the year 20132014, Greenpeace India raised around Rs 20
crore from over 3 lakh Individual supporters
in India. “More than 60 percent of our funds
come from Indian supporters. Foreign grants
form, 37 percent of our funds. You can do the
math – that is approximately 7 crore. If India’s
growth can be impacted by that – it’s laughable
considering the massive outlay of corporations
and foreign lobbies!” said Pratap.
Greenpeace India through its campaigns hopes
that the new government, which has indicated
that it will be more pragmatic and proactive
in its addressing the climate challenge uses
innovative thinking and bold measures to take
India away from dependence on dirty coal
and dangerous nukes to a future that not only
meets the growth aspirations of the people of
India, ensures equity in access to energy, but
also keeps the carbon emission level under
check. “Instead of destroying our forests to
access the coal underneath, we believe that
our country should embrace the ambitious
uptake of Renewable Energy (RE) and Energy
Efficiency to meet the rapidly increasing energy
needs of our growing country,” says Pratap.
Greenpeace India campaigns are aimed at
ensuring rapid access of modern electricity
through decentralised RE. There are 300
million people in this country who still live in
darkness without electricity. “It is a pity that
over 60 years of independence could not ensure
electricity in every home. Is ensuring electricity
of for all anti-development? Aren’t these 300
million people, a part of ‘developed India’?
Opposing coal doesn’t amount to opposing
the country’s economic growth. Government
should ensure economic development of more
than 1.2 billion Indians, and not of coal and
nuclear energy lobbyists,” said Pratap.
Countering the allegation that we have
foreign nationals and funding coming our
way Pratap responded, “Greenpeace is a
global organisation working on extremely
challenging environmental and social justice
issues that cannot be limited by national
boundaries. Decisions around energy and
agriculture technology choices are heavily
influenced by huge foreign multinationals and
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their governments. To be impactful in getting
the voice of the communities impacted by
these decisions; of ordinary citizens and those
without a voice, we engage with like minded
voices across the globe. The fight for human
and environmental justice unfortunately is not
a fight in India alone.”
Greenpeace India has approached the Minister
of Home Affairs for a copy of the said report
and hopes that the government will ensure
transparency on the issue. Greenpeace is
ready to answer all questions and face any kind
of challenge.
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-demand-of-sabka-saath-sab-ka-vikas-does-not-stall-economy-saysgreenpeace-1994935

UN to focus more on environment
awareness
IANS, Business Standard, June 23, 2014

UN’s Post-2015 Development Agenda will
focus more on environmental protection
programmes, a media report said Monday.
UN Special Advisor to the Executive Director
on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
Maryam Niamir-Fuller Sunday said that this
move will ensure that global development
efforts do not degrade the environment,
Xinhua reported.
The Post-2015 Development Agenda refers
to a process which aims to define the global
development framework that will succeed the
UN Millennium Development Goals, a set of
eight global development targets which will
end in 2015.
“All nations are now aware that environmental
protection will not slow down economic
progress,” Niamir-fuller said, adding that the
SDGs will be put into action next year and
will provide the framework that will shape the
global agenda for the next 15 years.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/un-tofocus-more-on-environment-awareness-114062300199_1.
html

SGNP plans watershed
management to ‘stabilise’
drinking water supply
Anjali Lukose, The Indian Express, 26 June 2014

For the first time, the roughly 104 sq km Sanjay
Gandhi National Park (SGNP) at Borivali will
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have a watershed management plan, set to
improve the park’s water-retaining capacity.
The plan will involve increasing the capacity of
lakes Vihar and Tulsi, sources of drinking water
for the city, by “stabilising and regulating flow
(of streams) into the lakes”.
Currently, foresters are surveying the entire
park area and mapping waterholes using GPS
instruments. During the monsoon, the officers
will record the behaviour of streams – the
flow, length, areas through which they pass and
animals that use them. The data compiled will
then be superimposed on existing GIS maps of
the park.
“By October-end, we hope to have the plan
ready. So far, we used to construct artificial
water holes inside the park whenever there
was a scarcity. Now, we will manage the
natural watersheds in an organised manner
and give priority to natural water springs.
This will help the wildlife, vegetation and help
Mumbaikars’ water needs,” said Vikas Gupta,
chief conservator, SGNP.
With the plan ready and funds sanctioned by
the end of this year, forest officials will increase
vegetation around the lakes and streams,
install silt traps in and around the streams to
retain the soil and avoid excess siltation in the
lakes. Excavation to create natural storages,
diversions with the help of boulders and small
check dams using brush wood (twigs, hummus)
will be part of the project.
Through these “minimal intervention and
natural” methods, SGNP officials will try to
disperse the available water to all areas of
the park, especially during the lean period.
The whole project will take around a year
and a half, entailing two dry seasons, said
Vijay Paranjpye, water expert and chairman of
Gomukh Environmental Trust For Sustainable
Development, Pune.
“The aim is habitat conservation through
soil, water and biological conservation,” said
Paranjpye. “Any conservation work done will
directly increase the release of water into
these lakes– helping improve water supply to
the city and reducing the intensity of floods
occurring due to runoffs into areas outside the
park.”Paranjpye explained the 2005 deluge in
Mumbai was partly because of excess water
flowing into the creek from Mithi. By retaining

the water within the park, the excess water
can be kept from running off into the creek.
The project, its planning and implementation,
will involve the foresters as opposed to being
contracted out and they will become the best
interpreters of the park.
anjali.lukose@expressindia.com
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/sgnp-planswatershed-management-to-stabilise-drinking-water-supply/

Burning environmental issues
need urgent attention
A K Varma, Deccan Herald, 26 June 2014

The new government at the Centre is firmly
in the saddle and has started giving wings to
the thoughts of the prime minister, Narendra
Modi, on various issues facing the country
including the green tasks that must be tackled
urgently.
That the prime minister, who had earlier in his
interviews during the elections firmly indicated
that environment and development could
and must coexist would keep an eye over
the functioning of the green ministry was a
foregone conclusion.
The intent of the new leadership is very clear
which is to reverse the generally perceived
impression of the ministry of environment and
forests as being one of obfuscation due to its
penchant for showing red flag to development.
This is sought to be achieved by new initiatives
taken by the environment and forest minister
to drive the ministry into forward looking
action mode by prescribing time limits for
green clearances of pending proposals and
by going online for seeking such approvals.
These are welcome steps towards much
needed reforms in the entire process of green
approvals. However it is earnestly hoped that
the green laws would not be diluted and the
bureaucracy would not be bulldozed.
Apart from above there are other core issues
that must be tackled without further delay.
The first task is to immediately appoint a green
regulator as directed by the Supreme Court a
few months back. The task of the regulator is
well cut out by the apex court and is basically
to oversee and monitor the conditions of
green clearances at the same time checking the
friendly impact assessment studies which were
being submitted by the project proponents in
order to obtain green clearances.

Another equally urgent task is to have a relook
at the green laws and the procedures without
diluting our commitment to environmental
concerns. It was rather strange that while the
nation was busy liberalising the process of doing
business, no one saw the danger of veto power
of the ministry. There would therefore be no
harm to revisit the attitude and bottlenecks
ensuring at the same time that crony capitalism
is not allowed to surreptitiously take control of
natural resources of the nation.
The next important task is to sort out the
Western Ghats imbroglio that has afflicted the
southern and western states in the wake of
Madhav Gadgil and subsequent Kasturiranagan
panel reports, both of which did not have
enough consultation with people in their rush to
finalise their respective reports, perhaps having
been carried away by the pressure of the time
limit and enormity of the task at hand.
The result is that both have left affected people
highly agitated defeating the very purpose
of conservation. That the ministry found it
necessary to drastically reduce ESA in Kerala
and is forced to re consider similar proposals
from other affected states with people in
certain regions like Kodagu in Karnataka on war
path reflect the ground situation and it will be
necessary to address their concerns with a more
pragmatic approach without compromising with
the conservation issues in Western Ghats.
Aspirations of tribals
Equally important is the critical task of fulfilling
the aspirations of the other minorities of the
country –the tribals --who have been given the
dreams of possession of traditionally occupied
forest land through new Forest Rights Act and
promised partnership in collection and disposal
(sale) of the minor forest produce found in the
scheduled area through not so new PESA. Both
these legislations need to be implemented in
letter as well as spirit as the progress on both
fronts is far from being satisfactory. A vigorous
drive to push through the implementation
process of above two legislations will also
help in regaining the confidence of the tribals
and could prove to be a major way forward in
tackling the Maoists issue which has become
the biggest challenge for the nation and must be
solved in a holistic manner rather than slipping
into the present situation of ‘we attack and you
defend and vice versa’ going on between the
security forces and the Maoists.

Apart from realigning its approach towards
various regulatory works, the ministry has to
re-gather its wits and resources to bring back
various missions on rail which were announced
with much fanfare quite some time back but
have been put on the back burner since
then. Green India Mission, Climate Change
Mitigation Mission and Alternative Energy
Mission are some of these which have to be
quickly reappraised and brought back in mission
mode as the country can no longer afford to
pay only lip service to these crucial-for-survival
issues. Cleaning rivers and other water bodies,
abating rising pollution levels, disposal of solid
wastes, tackling the critical issue of GM foods,
protection of forests, wild life and biodiversity
should remain the focus of the new regime.
India has been in the forefront in international
negotiations on some of the above issues
particularly on reducing the levels of greenhouse gas emissions and must act quickly and
decisively to regain its negotiation leadership.
It would also do well to include Saarc nations
in its opposition to any attempt by developed
nations to dictate its development agenda in
the garb of emission control.
At the same time it would do well not to fall
prey to any jingoism in the present critical
phase of mankind. It should also be more
proactive in perusing the agenda of REDD and
REDD plus.The story of India’s environment
in the recent past has been that of tokenism,
profanity and lot of posturing. The new regime
must guard against similar self congratulatory
approach towards the burning environmental
issues facing the country.
(The writer is a former principal chief
conservator of forests, Karnataka)
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/415895/burningenvironmental-issues-need-urgent.html

Global environmental crime
amounts to $213 billion: UN
report
Ananda Banerjee , Live Mint, 26 June 2014

New Delhi: Globally, environmental crime
amounts to $213 billion, according to an
assessment report on environment crime.
The money helps finance criminal, militia and
terrorist groups and threatens the security and
sustainable development of many nations. The
report, titled The Environment Crime Crisis,
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was released on Tuesday during the first United
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA). The
report focuses on the wide scale massacre
of wild flora and fauna in Africa by organized
crime syndicates and the subsequent trade with
China and south-east Asia, the main markets for
exotic plant and animal life. One such terrorist
group operating in East Africa is estimated to
make between $38 and $56 million per year
from the illegal trade in charcoal, says the
report. Further in the report, the number of
elephants killed in Africa annually is in the range
of 20,000 to 25,000 elephants per year out of
a population of 420,000 to 650,000; 94% of
rhino poaching takes place in Zimbabwe and
South Africa, which have the largest remaining
populations. Rhino horn poached last year is
valued at around $63 million to $192 million.
The report, however, ignores the massive
surge in illegal wildlife trade in India since 2009
documented by TRAFFIC-WWF India, the
Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPSI) and
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB). In a
meeting on 9 June, policy makers, scientists,
research scholars, conservationists, activists,
and senior officials from the state forest
departments and ministry of environment and
forests discussed the steps needed to protect
some lesser known species such as pangolins,
birds, tortoises and sharks, whose illegal trade
in India is little-known. Every year in India,
thousands of pangolins, lizards and tortoises
are poached, an estimated 700,000 birds are
illegally trapped, and about 70,000 tonnes of
sharks are caught. “While the threat posed
by illegal wildlife trade to some of India’s
most iconic wild animals, such as the tiger and
Indian rhinoceros are well publicised, many of
India’s less well-known species are also rapidly
vanishing because of poaching, yet their fate
remains largely under the radar, pangolins are
highly threatened because they are subject to
a colossal illegal trade internationally, yet their
plight is barely publicised in conservation or
media circles. Others, like the monitor lizard,
mongoose, Star Tortoises, Spiny-tailed Lizards,
freshwater and mariner turtles also need
immediate attention.” said Shekhar Kumar Niraj,
head of TRAFFIC in India. “Some of the species
we used to see as children such as the Bengal
Monitor and Pangolin have disappeared from
much of their original range,” said Ravi Singh,
Secretary General WWF-India. Little is known
about the levels of illegal trade or its impact
on species such as Sea Cucumbers, Seahorses
and Red Sand Boa. The report mentions
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terrorist organization Al Qaeda’s involvement
in illegal wildlife trade in India. “Exploitation of
wildlife supports a number of non state-armed
groups, Al Qaeda-affiliated local Bangladeshi
separatists; and other tribal militias in India have
been reported to be implicated in illegal wildlife
trade (ivory, tiger parts, rhino horns). Al Qaeda
and Haqqani networks have been accused of
raising funds through timber exploitation and
trade.” According to the report, a multitude of
armed groups including tribal separatists, rebels
and Islamic terrorists poach within Kaziranga
and adjacent areas. Almost two dozen militant
organizations are active in the region. Many
reportedly poach tigers, elephants, and rhino in
the park to raise organizational operating funds.
It is believed that the groups may be linked
with crime syndicates in Nepal, Thailand, and
China. The Karbi Peoples’ Liberation Tigers
(KPLT) sponsor and organize hunts, arming
poachers with AK-47s to kill rhinos to extract
their horns and to battle forest guards. After
being apprehended in the act, a member of the
Kuki National Liberation Front admitted killing
six rhinos. At least 41 rhinos were poached in
Kaziranga in 2013, double the number killed the
previous year. Most were reportedly killed by
AK-47s and .303 rifles used by militant groups.
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/
p9pc6A1p2dn3mEA9OQCDqM/Global-environmentalcrime-amounts-to-213-billion-UN-repor.html

‘Awareness blocking rainwater
harvesting’
Aparna Nair, The Times of India, June 29, 2014

NAGPUR: Lack of awareness is the biggest
hurdle in the implementation of rainwater
harvesting, said Bhupendra Paliwal, deputy
director, Ramkrishna Jaidayal Dalmia Seva
Sansthan, Rajasthan, at a workshop for
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Act (MNREGA) officials.
“People don’t realize the importance and value
of rainwater harvesting and thus don’t do it
voluntarily. We have to make them understand
and give them the initial push,” he said, adding
that both, at rural and urban level, this was the
basic challenge.
The workshop, organized by the divisional
commissioner’s office, also had other sessions
for guiding the officials in the additional works
introduced in MNREGA schemes.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Awarenessblocking-rainwater-harvesting/articleshow/37414945.cms
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Canada offers to join efforts to
clean up Ganga
The Economic Times, 25 Jun, 2014

NEW DELHI: Canada has offered to collaborate
with the government on its ambitious project
to clean up the Ganga, Union minister Jitendra
Singh said on Wednesday.
“The Ganga action plan is not a mere river
project for us but also a matter of faith for
millions of Indians and, therefore, it will be a
valuable addition to the collaboration between
India and Canada in the area of water for
health.
“It is bound to further promote India-Canada
partnership at different levels,” Singh said after
a meeting with Canadian high commissioner
Stewart Beck, who had called on the minister.
Singh, the Union minister for science and
technology and earth sciences, said that a joint
S&T committee would be formed by next year
between the two countries with an aim to
announce new programmes and awards.
“The action plan is to collaborate in the areas
of bio- technology, health, environment,
energy, food security, nano- technology
ccience, communication and Industrial R&D,”
Singh said.
He added that efforts will be made to expedite
the ongoing projects between the two countries
on ‘PET-MRI automatic tumour detection and
recognition’, which will add another dimension
to the non-invasive detection of tumour using
PET and MRI.
The two countries have applied for joint
international patents which have been filed
under a project at the International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and Bio-technology, Delhi,
to develop new potential anti-malarial drugs.
Singh added that there was a need to connect
the best academic and R&D institutions in the
two countries as that would be important for
facilitating new knowledge creation through
joint research and exchange of personnel.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/environment/
pollution/canada-offers-to-join-efforts-to-clean-up-ganga/
articleshow/37203150.cms

FEJI is also planning to undertake editorial
work on environment and development for
public dissemination.

•

To seek co-operation and assistance
of, and to collaborate with, various
concerned institutions of expertise, such
as recognised centres of excellence,
colleges and scientific academies;

•

To establish affiliations with media and
journalism-related academic institutions
to conduct research grants and
fellowships that further both parties’
interests, and, towards this end be able to
garner academic credits for the students
undertaking such research;

•

To collaborate with various concerned
experts for the advancement of
environment and development issues in
the media;

•

To collaborate
organisations,
internationally;

•

To organise dialogues and debates with
decision-makers and planners with a view
to enhancing the flow of information on
environment and development issues;

•

To enable dissemination through electronic
means both nationally and internationally;

•

To promote greater public awareness on
environment and development issues;

•

To promote greater awareness of
environment and development in media;

•

To nurture and promote media and
communication
research,
capacity
building, knowledge management and
dialogue among academia, industry,
government and civil society;

•

To undertake any other activity that the
Forum may consider appropriate.

Aims:

NGO Vignettes
Forum of Environmental
Journalists in India (FEJI)

•

To train, motivate and sensitise journalists
to cover environment and development
issues, including the incorporation of
environment and development issues into
their fields of daily reporting;

•

To sensitise and motivate a younger and
newer generation of media persons to be
aware of environment and development
issues;

http://feji.org.in/

The Forum of Environmental Journalists in
India (FEJI) is a registered public, charitable
Trust, based in Bangalore, India. Its honorary
Trustees and Executive Committee members
are professional, Indian journalists. FEJI has
a network of over five hundred working
journalists countrywide and has affiliations with
prominent media persons and organizations in
South Asia.

•

To disseminate environment and
development matters in public interest
and for public awareness, and towards
achieving this end, have the liberty to
establish educational media schools,

with other
nationally

media
and

FEJI was initially founded in Mumbai in 1988 by
Darryl D’Monte, at the instance of the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. With
a long history of active work in the field of
journalism and media training, FEJI has now
reconstituted itself in Bangalore in 2012, while
its Mumbai operations are currently winding
down. Darryl D’Monte continues as Chairman
of FEJI.
Reach: FEJI also has affiliations with the
International Federation of Environmental
Journalists (IFEJ), founded by Darryl D’Monte
in 1993, and currently being run out of the
USA, with members from twenty eight
countries. Additionally, FEJI has international
associations with prominent journalists from
several countries in Asia, Europe, Africa and
the Americas.
Work: FEJI’s basic activities focus on the training
of media, conducting study tours and organizing
dialogues between administrative governance,
media and various concerned bodies on
environment and development. Other than
the above-mentioned activities, FEJI is now
expanding into collaborations with journalism
colleges, offering journalism modules, and
offering students the opportunity to pursue
research for their thesis under the FEJI aegis.

courses, train faculty, develop relevant
materials and conduct any other
educational activity as deemed necessary;
•

•

To establish, in due course, branches in
strategic metro cities in India to further
dissemination.

Objectives:
•

•
FEJI is also collaborating with like-minded
organizations, holding platforms of interactive
dialogues with the media, undertaking mediarelated research and studies from the field.

To bring the Trust into public awareness
as a representative centre for journalistic
excellence and source of relevant
information, for both national and
international audiences;

To organise national and international
seminars, workshops and study tours on
environment and development issues;
To produce communication materials,
conduct research and study modules for
use by any concerned body, as and when
discussed and undertaken as consultancy;
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Method of submission

AWARD
1. All India Environmental
Journalism Competition 2014
To
encourage
improved
media
coverage of environmental issues, GIZ
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit), the Asian College of
Journalism, ICLEI South Asia, The Third Pole and
the Deutsche Welle Akademie are organising
a competition for journalists reporting on
environmental issues in India, in cooperation
with IFAT India Fair and under the patronage
of the German Embassy. By acknowledging
and awarding good journalistic reports, the
competition aims to inspire journalists to take
up a wider range of topics with regards to
the environment as a part of their work and
highlight solutions and positive stories
Event Date: Jul 01, 2013 10:00 am to Jul 31,
2014 11:55 pm
Contact Name: journo-comp@igep.in

Topic
The entries should deal with urban and
industrial issues of environmental protection
and management. Entries related to water
and climate change – and presenting positive
examples, possibilities and solutions - are
encouraged. All entries must be clearly
associated to India.

Deadline
The deadline for submitting entries is July 31,
2014 (midnight Indian Standard Time). Winners
will be notified by the end of August 2014. The
awards will be presented at the IFAT India Fair
in Mumbai on October 9, 2014. The decision
of the jury will be final.

Awards and Jury
There will be a first and second prize in each
of the five categories - print, web, photo, TV
and radio. The first prize in each category is ₹
50,000 and the second prize ₹ 30,000.
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Please upload the entry or provide the
respective link (you will see only after accepting
the terms and conditions).
Photos should be at least 1600 pixel x 1600
pixel, a maximum size of 5 megabyte and should
be uploaded in JPEG format. Photo essays can
include at the maximum 12 photographs. All
photos must be with caption.

Patronage
The All India Environmental Journalism
Competition is held under the patronage of
the German Embassy in New Delhi.
If you have any questions, please write to us
at journo-comp@igep.in
http://southasia.oneworld.net/news-you-can-use/event/allindia-environmental-journalism-competition-2014

2. Asian Environmental Journalism
Awards
Event Date: August 3, 2014
The Singapore Environment Council’s Asian
Environmental Journalism Awards (AEJA)
aim to recognise and reward excellence in
environmental journalism by all individuals,
across the region. From passionate citizen
journalists, to outstanding professional
journalists, to the environmental attitudes
of overall media organisations, the AEJA
highlight exceptional journalistic work,
and encourage continued high-quality
coverage of environmental issues in Asia.
For award categories, terms and conditions
and more, please visit the AEJA website.
Deadline is August 3, 2014.
Contact: Mr Prakash
Senior Executive (Outreach & Programmes
Management)
Singapore Environment Council, +65 6433
5374, prakashraja.s@sec.org.sg
http://www.sej.org/calendar/deadline-asian-environmentaljournalism-awards

3. AAAS Kavli Science Journalism
Awards
Event Date: August 1, 2014
The American Association for the Advancement
of Science awards recognize outstanding
reporting for a general audience and honor
individuals (rather than institutions, publishers
or employers) for their coverage of the sciences,
engineering and mathematics (excluding
health and clinical medicine). Winners are
selected based on scientific accuracy, initiative,
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originality, clarity of interpretation and value
in fostering a better understanding of science
by the public. Work must be published or
broadcast in U.S. media outlets between July
1 and June 30. Categories: Large Newspaper,
Small Newspaper, Magazine, Television —
Spot News/Feature Reporting, Television —
In-depth Reporting, Radio, and Online. The
Children’s Science News category is open to
journalists worldwide, for work distributed via
any medium. Entries may include stories on
life, physical and social sciences; engineering
and mathematics; and policy issues that are
grounded in science or technology. Entries
should be intended for general, nontechnical
audiences. $3000 cash prizes in each category.
Visit website for contest rules. Sponsored by
The Kavli Foundation.
Deadline: Postmarked by or on August 1, 2014.
Contact: Office of Public Programs
American Association for the Advancement of
Science
1200 New York Avenue, NW
Washington DC. 20005
202-326-6440, media@aaas.org
http://www.sej.org/calendar/deadline-aaas-kavli-sciencejournalism-awards

4. SEJ Annual Awards for
Reporting on the Environment
$500 offered for first-place winners in
seven categories.
SEJ’s awards honor the best environmental
journalism in seven categories, bringing
recognition to the most important stories on
the planet. Journalism broadcast or published
in print or online is eligible.
SEJ’s 2014 Awards will be presented on Sept.
3, 2014 at SEJ’s 24th Annual Conference in
New Orleans, Louisiana.
Deadline:: APRIL 1
Contact Chris Bruggers, Awards Director, (502)
641-1844

SEJ’s 2014 Awards Committee
Co-chairs:
Beth Daley, The Boston Globe
James Bruggers, Environment Reporter,
Louisville Courier-Journal
Emilia Askari, Independent Journalist
Jeff Burnside, Senior Investigative Reporter,
KOMO TV Seattle
http://www.sej.org/initiatives/awards-fellowships/sej-annualawards-reporting-environment

Call for Papers
Handbook on Biodiversity
Communication Engagement and
Awareness
Policies, Perceptions and Practices

ission:

Last date for paper subm

Friday, October 31 2014

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
If you wish subscribe Green Media for your
friends/relatives/organisation, simply fill this form
and send/email it to:

Anand A Jha
Co-ordinator
CMS ENVIS Centre
CMS, Research House, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi 110017 India P:
91-11- 26864020, 26851660; F: 011-26968282
E: anand@cmsindia.org

In Rio Earth Summit 1992 - UN Conference on Environment and Development,

Name:

world leaders produced international treaties calling for the full integration of
environmental, social and economic dimensions into development planning. The
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is one of the international agreements

Profession/Designation:

that protects life on earth and covers all ecosystems, species, and genetic
resources and links traditional conservation efforts to the economic goal of using
biological resources sustainably. Importantly, the Convention is legally binding;
countries that join it (‘Parties’) are obliged to implement its provisions.

Address:
Address:

The Convention on Biological Diversity convention recognised for the first time
in international law that the conservation of biological diversity is “a common
concern of humankind” and is an integral part of the development process.
With the mission sustainability “the Aichi Targets (named after Japanese realm
where new goals to conserve the biodiversity were set two years ago) are aimed
at addressing the underlying causes of biodiversity loss, reducing the direct
pressure on it and improving the status by safeguarding ecosystems, species

City:

and the genetic diversity. Aichi Biodiversity Target 1 has set that by 2020, at
the latest, make people aware of the value of biodiversity and the steps they
can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

Pin Code:

This occasion calls for mainstreaming biodiversity and galvanising public attention
on biodiversity conservation related issues in the world. Keeping Aichi Biodiversity
Target 1 in view, the New Delhi based CMS ENVIS Centre on Environmental

State:
State:

Communication and Media is pleased to announce ‘Call for Papers’ for its second
handbook in series on HANDBOOK ON BIODIVERSITY COMMUNICATION,
ENGAGEMENT AND AWARENESS: Policies, Perceptions and Practices. The CMS

Phone:

ENVIS Centre is supported by Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,
Govt of India.
The CMS ENVIS handbook will be a contribution in the scientific, cultural and

Mobile:

political discourses and deliberations among scientist, academicians, researchers,
civil societies, professionals, and practitioners on biodiversity communication.
This on-line handbook is a non-commercial and non-partisan initiative of CMS

Fax:

ENVIS Centre.
The papers in the different domains of biodiversity communication are invited

Email:

on citizens/ media/ communication research (primary or secondary research;
qualitative or quantitative; theoretical and empirical result-based), public
engagement campaigns, case studies, experiences, experiments, biodiversity
communication, education, public awareness programmes, policies and
grassroots innovations. The complete paper not exceed more than 12,000 words
(including table, graphs and text) and abstract 250 words should be submitted
to cms-env@nic.in.

Website:

www.cmsindia.org

FEEDBACK FORM

Change of Address Form

ENVIS Quarterly Newsletter

In case of a change in your address, please ﬁll out this form.

(Your feedback is important as it will help us make the necessary
improvements)
Name and Designation:

Use Block Letter
Name:

Organisation:

Address with Email & Contact No.:

Address (Old)

1.

Why do you read Green Media?

2.

Mention any feature in this issue which you or your organisation

liked?

3.

How do you rate the compilation of information?
Average

4.

Good

Very Good

Excellent

Do you want to regularly receive the upcoming issues of this

Address (New)

newsletter?*
Electronically:

(Yes)

Hard copy:

(Yes)

*This information will help us prepare an estimate of the number of
copies for publication
5.

Any suggestions for improvement:

Please fill in the form and send it to:
Anand A Jha
Co-ordinator
CMS ENVIS Centre
CMS, Research House, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi 110017 India P:
91-11- 2686 4020, 2685 1660; F: 011-2696 8282
E: anand@cmsindia.org www.cmsindia.org

Greenathon 2 had the entire nation abuzz with green activities for a whole
24 hours. Paresh Maity created a stunning painting for the green cause on
the sets of Greenathon 2. There was a Green Mela in Delhi where mural
wall paintings and sapling takeaways were the highlights. The Mumbai
Eco Fest had hordes of celebrities cycle the Electric Pedal and erect art
installations from collected waste materials.

OPEN WINDOW
Greenathon
http://green.ndtv.com/

Launched in April 2008, the NDTV-Toyota Green campaign was India’s
first ever-nationwide campaign to save the environment. The campaign is
aimed at creating awareness about environmental issues by involving the
people of our country to make a difference.

Marathon Man Milind Soman also ran 100 km in 24 hours passing through
some of the famous landmarks of Mumbai city. Clean-up drives at the
Elliott Beach in Chennai, Dal Lake in Srinagar and Gomti River in Lucknow;
Tree plantation and sapling giveaway drives in Bangalore and Hyderabad
were the other major highlights of this countrywide campaign. Chief
Ministers of different states, environmentally conscious people from India
and across the world came forward to take the green pledge.
Greenathon 2 received an overwhelming response from Bollywood stars,
corporates and the common man to raise Rs. 3.92 crore in pledges. Some
of the generous donors for Greenathon 2 were: Shahrukh Khan, Priyanka
Chopra, Ranbir Kapoor; Arshad Warsi, Dia Mirza, Deepika Padukone,
Kareena Kapoor, Abhishek Bachchan, Rahul Bose, Riteish Deshmukh,
Voltas, CII, Nokia, Jaypee Infratech and Galaxy Toyota.

As part of this environment campaign, NDTV organised India’s first
Telethon in 2009 – The Greenathon, a 24-hour live fund-raising event
that brought together people to donate money to support TERI’s Lighting
a Billion Lives initiative which aims at providing solar power to villages
without electricity.
The Greenathon, simulcast across the NDTV network, is a combination
of musical extravaganza, live chats with celebrities, simultaneous green
activities across India, reports on environment and green pledges by
celebrities, politicians and the common man.
There were many simultaneous 24-hour activities conducted across India
as part of the Greenathon 1. There was a 24-hour Green marathon held in
Mumbai, Delhi saw the filthy Yamuna being cleaned up in a 24-hour cleanup drive and in Pondicherry students of St. Patrick School participated in
a 24-hour Quizathon for environment. A 12-hour beach clean-up drive
was also held in Mumbai. The Greenathon received an overwhelming
response from India’s leading corporates, top Bollywood stars, musicians,
environmentalists, NGOs and educational institutions supported the
cause by participating in various activities.
India’s legendary classical musicians and Bollywood celebrities entertained,
as people reached into their pockets to support the cause and money
poured in through SMS, phone calls, cheques and online donations. The
Greenathon went on to become a 25-hour live event bringing everyone
together from across the world to take the green pledge and adopt
villages, helping raise over Rs 2.4 crore in pledges. Some of the generous
donors for the campaign were Shilpa Shetty, Shahrukh Khan, Yuvraj Singh,
Sanjay Dutt, Preity Zinta, Nokia, Coca-Cola and, Aarav, son of actor
Akshay Kumar.

As India played host to World Environment Day, the NDTV-Toyota
Greenathon 3 enthusiastically participated in the movement, by involving
millions of people from across the globe in building an environment
conscious society. In its third edition, the NDTV-Toyota Greenathon
was bigger and greener as it expanded its reach internationally, with
Greenathon hubs in Tokyo, Los Angeles, Toronto, London and Sydney.
It received an overwhelming response and garnered support from all
corners of the world, including the country’s leading corporate houses,
top Bollywood stars, musicians, environmentalists, NGOs and educational
institutions.
The NDTV-Toyota Greenathon 3 raised over Rs 11 crore in pledges.
Some of the supporters of the campaign who were generous with both
their time and donations were Shahrukh Khan, Priyanka Chopra, Katrina
Kaif, Shahid Kapoor, Katrina Kaif, Karan Johar, Dia Mirza, Lara Dutta,
Gulzar, Shabana Azmi, Rahul Bose, Vivek Oberoi, Usha Uthup, Jassi, Richa
Sharma, KK and actor Milind Soman, who ran 550 km in 15 days to raise
awareness for the environment. Also supporting the Greenathon were
Former Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh and Dr Farooq Abdullah,
Minister for New and Renewable Energy.
The 4th edition of NDTV’s flagship environment campaign, the NDTV-Toyota
Greenathon, a fundraiser for the environment, was held on 20th May 2012.
In addition to fundraising, this year, the focus was on recycling waste,
especially plastic, along with encouraging everyone to keep their
immediate environment clean. Greenathon 4 was launched with a ‘Clean
the Yamuna’ drive on the banks of the Taj Mahal in Agra with the campaign
ambassador Priyanka Chopra highlighting the issue of plastic and other
waste choking the country and the need to reduce and recycle. This was
followed by a month-long awareness drive with waste-related and other
innovative environment programming across the NDTV network leading
up to the telethon.
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The Greenathon 4 was broadcast live for 12 hours across the NDTV
network and raised funds to support The Energy & Resources Institute’s
- “Lighting a Billion Lives” initiative which solar powers rural villages in
India. In keeping with the green theme this year, the set of the telethon
was made of recyclable products such as light bulbs, cardboard boxes, tin
boxes, used newspapers, plastic bottles, paper plates, etc.
Joining the grand celebrations of Greenathon 4 were a galaxy of film
personalities, celebrity chefs, composers and singers, Chief Ministers,
Members of Parliament, the Corporate world, school children and citizens
from around the country.
Once again supporting this Green Initiative and raising awareness about
the environment, Actor Milind Soman started his 1500 km Green Run on
April 20, running from the Qutub Minar in New Delhi, across 5 states
and ending his Green Run on May 20, at Yash Raj Studios in Mumbai.
Milind’s 1500 km run in 30 days has been recognized as a World Record
by the Limca Book of Records, which is a milestone for NDTV-Toyota
Greenathon 4’s environmental awareness campaign. Limca recognized his
challenging feat during the gala programme.
In an attempt to mobilise a mass movement, plastic/recyclable waste
collection centres, supported by Tetra Pak and Attero, were set up across
New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, Phagwara (Punjab),
Dharamshala and Nainital. People across these cities came out and
participated in the recycling drive by depositing their recyclable waste
from plastic (bags and bottles), metal, paper, Tetrapak cartons to e-waste
like old phones, computers etc.

In 2008, after Sariska tiger reserve lost all its tigers to poaching, NDTV
launched a massive signature campaign to save the tiger. The NDTV team
collected a million signatures, which they took to the prime minister
asking him to take urgent measures to save the national animal. It led to
the announcement of the Special Tiger Protection Force.
In the same initiative in 2010, over 10 Lakh signatures were collected
which were then taken to chief ministers of key tiger states asking them
to take urgent measures to save the tiger from extinction.
And the years that followed we have seen the change; Tiger numbers have
risen and several steps have been taken by states to protect the big cat.
With the help of experts in the field and our campaign partners Aircel,
Sanctuary Asia and Wildlife Conservation Trust, NDTV also created a new
tiger agenda which makes six key demands:
• Involve local communities in conservation
• Strengthen and modernize the forest department to step up
protection
• Improve man-animal conflict mitigation measures
• Increase in Protection of buffer-zones and corridors
• Zero tolerance approach to poaching
• Make political parties accountable for loss of biodiversity

My Earth My Duty
http://myearthmyduty.zeenews.com/home/

NDTV-Toyota Greenathon 4 saw Rs. 8.89 crore being raised to benefit
508 villages. Since its launch in 2008, The Greenathon Campaign has
already funded solar lanterns for over 600 villages benefitting thousands
of households.

NDTV-Aircel Save Our Tigers campaign
http://tiger.ndtv.com/aboutourcampaign.aspx

Zee Media as a responsible fourth estate of the democracy has time and
again been stimulating its viewers to be responsible citizens. With a deep
sense of commitment towards society, it launched ‘My Earth My Duty’
campaign in 2010 to sensitize people against the impending threats posed
by Environmental degradation and bring about a behavioral change in the
masses towards the Environment.

On world environment day, Aircel-NDTV launch the Save Our Tigers
Campaign, where students and concerned citizens are urged to come
together to save our national animal.
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“My Earth My Duty” is a multi-city initiative, aimed at increasing awareness
and protecting the Environment, with awareness camps, rallies, skits,
discussions, oath ceremonies, painting competitions and other engaging
activities across India. The month-long sessions not only apprise people of
the challenges posed by the degrading environment, but also share handy
solutions to combat the phenomenon.
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The second phase then encourages the nation to take collective action
towards a greener and brighter future. A week-long pan-India plantation
activity is carried out, kick-starting on the eve of independence every year,
urging citizens to collectively fight against the menace.
In a short span of time, My Earth My Duty has been recognized as
India’s Biggest Environmental Awareness Initiative. Zee Media has been
committed to engage the youth of India whose contribution is crucial for
a greener India.The campaign has been received well by over 50 million
youngsters, who along with other partners, have planted more than 1.4
crore trees in over 1.5 lakh villages and cities across India.
The endeavour for such valuable contribution has been recognized by Limca
Book of Records besides winning several other awards. In an unprecedented
achievement, it has also represented India at the Earth Summit 2012, Rio.
To make its reach cosmic, Zee is working in conjunction with credible
organizations such as Ministry of Youth Affairs, Para-military forces, such
as Border Security Force, Indo-Tibetan Border Police, Central Reserve
Police Force, Ecological Task Force, National Cadet Corps, Brahma
Kumari Samaj and others. Dignitaries such as Dr APJ Abdul Kalam,
Amitabh Bachchan, Aamir Khan, Kapil Dev, Irfan and others have also
been associated with this noble initiative.
My Earth My Duty is gradually becoming an ongoing activity and entering
in its fourth successful year of nurturing a better environment.

Saving the Ganga
http://ibnlive.in.com/videos/487047/watch-saving-the-ganga.html

INTERVIEW
’Waste segregation not done at
source’
Pavan M V, The Times of India, 05 June 2014

Garbage crises have been hitting Bangalore
regularly over the past few years. Successive
governments have showed a knee-jerk response
but failed to find a permanent solution. Bangalore in-charge minister
Ramalinga Reddy tells TOI about his government’s plans
* Why is there no permanent solution? Why isn’t the government
serious about finding one?

All these years we’ve been dumping garbage in landfills without
processing it. There is not even one successful garbage-to-power
generation unit in the country as it spews a lot of dust. The new
four waste processing units will definitely solve our problem in a
couple of years.
Over the past eight years, waste generation has increased due
to increase in use of plastic. For instance, in marriages, etc. from
plates to cups, everything is made of plastic. There was a proposal
to establish a waste processing unit by the previous government
but it wasn’t approved. Companies which come forward to process
waste should be encouraged.
* You are finding new landfills. Is that a long-term solution?

We’re finding two new landfills on a temporary basis. After the four
units are established in two years, we will encourage five more
companies to establish similar units. This will gradually eliminate
dumping of garbage.
* Won’t residents of these also protest?

The new places are located such that they will not cause too
much pollution and contamination of ground water. Elected
representatives there have already agreed to the plan and there
are no villages near them.
India’s national river today is one the top most polluted in the world. CNNIBN brings you a special series on Saving the Ganga. Our Environment
Editor, Bahar Dutt is on a journey, tracking the river from its 2000 km
journey, from the Himalayas down to the sea to find out what it will take
to save this river.

* Why don’t we have a good waste segregation system like in the
West?

Segregation of waste is not done properly at the source (houses)
and some BBMP segregation centres too are not doing it properly.
BBMP joint commissioners and engineers should monitor it.
* Is the government afraid of the garbage mafia?

It was a problem earlier. Contractors use fewer pourakarmikas
than required even though we’ve slapped notices on them and
imposed penalties. Unfortunately, these contractors get their huge
bills cleared by engineers and joint commissioners of BBMP easily.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bangalore/Waste-segregation-not-done-atsource/articleshow/36075725.cms
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VIEWPOINT
An Ounce Of Hope Is
Worth A Ton Of Despair
George Monbiot , Outlook, 24
June 2014

If we had set out to alienate and
antagonise the people we’ve been
trying to reach, we could scarcely
have done it better. This is how I feel, looking
back on the past few decades of environmental
campaigning, including my own.
This thought is prompted by responses to a
column I had written previously. It examined
the psychological illiteracy that’s driving leftwing politics into oblivion(1). It argued that the
failure by Labour and Democratic strategists
to listen to psychologists and cognitive linguists
has resulted in a terrible mistake: the belief
that they can best secure their survival by
narrowing the distance between themselves
and their conservative opponents.
Twenty years of research, comprehensively
ignored by these parties, reveals that shifts
such as privatisation and cutting essential public
services strongly promote people’s extrinsic
values (an attraction to power, prestige,
image and status) while suppressing intrinsic
values (intimacy, kindness, self-acceptance,
independent thought and action). As extrinsic
values are powerfully linked to conservative
politics, pursuing policies that reinforce them
is blatantly self-destructive.
One of the drivers of extrinsic values is a
sense of threat. Experimental work suggests
that when fears are whipped up, they trigger
an instinctive survival response(2). You
suppress your concern for other people and
focus on your own interests. Conservative
strategists seem to know this, which is why
they emphasise crime, terrorism, deficits and
immigration.
“Isn’t this what you’ve spent your life
doing?”several people asked. “Emphasising
threats?” It took me a while. If threats promote
extrinsic values and if (as the research strongly
suggests) extrinsic values are linked to a lack of
interest in the state of the living planet(3), I’ve
been engaged in contradiction and futility. For
about 30 years.
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The threats, of course, are of a different nature:
climate breakdown, mass extinction, pollution
and the rest. And they are real. But there’s
no obvious reason why the results should be
different. Terrify the living daylights out of
people and they will protect themselves at the
expense of others and of the living world.
It’s an issue taken up in a report by several
green groups called Common Cause for
Nature(4). “Provoking feelings of threat, fear
or loss may successfully raise the profile of an
issue,” but “these feelings may leave people
feeling helpless and increasingly demotivated,
or even inclined to actively avoid the issue.”
People respond to feelings of insecurity “by
attempting to exert control elsewhere, or
retreating into materialistic comforts”.
Where we have not used threat and terror,
we have tried money: an even graver mistake.
Nothing could better reinforce extrinsic values
than putting a price on nature, or making
similar appeals to financial self-interest(5).
And it doesn’t work, even on its own terms. A
study published in Nature Climate Change, for
example, tested two notices placed in a filling
station(6). One asked, “Want to protect the
environment? Check your car’s tyre pressure”.
The other tried, “Want to save money? Check
your car’s tyre pressure”. The first was quite
effective, the second entirely useless.
We’ve tended to assume that people are more
selfish than they really are. Surveys across 60
countries show that most people consistently
hold concern for others, tolerance, kindness
and thinking for themselves to be more
important than wealth, image and power(7).
But those whose voices are loudest belong
to a small minority with the opposite set of
values. And often, idiotically, we have sought
to appease them.
This is a form of lying – to ourselves and other
people. I don’t know anyone who became an
environmentalist because she or he was worried
about ecological impacts on their bank balance.
Almost everyone I know in this field is motivated
by something completely different: the love and
wonder and enchantment that nature inspires.
Yet, perhaps because we fear we will not be
taken seriously, we scarcely mention them. We
hide our passions behind columns of figures, and
if sometimes we come across as insincere there’s
a reason for it. Sure, we need the numbers and
the rigour and the science, but we should stop
pretending that these came first.
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Without being fully conscious of the failure
and frustration that’s been driving it, I’ve been
trying, like others, to promote a positive
environmentalism, based on promise, not threat.
This is what rewilding, the mass restoration of
ecosystems, is all about, and why I wrote my
book Feral, which is a manifesto for rewilding
– and for wonder and enchantment and love of
the natural world(8). But I’m beginning to see
that this is not just another method: expounding
a positive vision should be at the centre of
attempts to protect the things we love(9). An
ounce of hope is worth a ton of despair.
Part of this means changing the language. The
language we use to describe our relations
with nature could scarcely be more alienating.
“Reserve” is alienation itself, or at least
detachment: think of what it means when you
apply that word to people. “Site of special
scientific interest”, “no take zone”, “ecosystem
services”: these terms are a communications
disaster. Even “environment” is a cold and
distancing word, which creates no pictures.
These days I tend to use natural world or
living planet, which invoke vivid images. One
of the many tasks for the rewilding campaign
some of us will be launching in the next few
months is to set up a working group to change
the language. There’s a parallel here with
the Landreader project by the photographer
Dominick Tyler, which seeks to rescue beautiful
words describing nature from obscurity(10).
None of this is to suggest that we should
not discuss the threats or pretend that the
crises faced by this magnificent planet are not
happening. Or that we should cease to employ
rigorous research and statistics. What it means
is that we should embed both the awareness of
these threats and their scientific description in a
different framework; one that emphasises the joy
and awe to be found in the marvels at risk; one
that proposes a better world, rather than (if we
work really hard for it), just a slightly-less-shittyone-than-there-would-otherwise-have-been.
Above all, this means not abandoning ourselves
to attempts to appease a minority who couldn’t
give a cuss about the living world, but think only
of their wealth and power. Be true to yourself,
true to those around you, and you will find the
necessary means of reaching others.
First published in the Guardian. Courtesy:
www.monbiot.com
http://www.outlookindia.com/article/An-Ounce-Of-HopeIs-Worth-A-Ton-Of-Despair/291149

Environmental concerns do matter
Divya Vasudev, Business Line, 25 June 2014

The push to make green clearances transparent
is all very well, but let us not reduce the process
to a farce.
Two recent incidents have been a cause
of worry to environmentalists and wildlife
conservationists. One is the promise to fasttrack clearances for projects; the other is
an investigative report that questions the
operations, morality and intent of certain
non-governmental organisations (NGOs).
There has been a furore over the latter, while
the former has slipped beneath the carpet of
transparency in governance.
The debate over the actions of certain
organisations or individuals, which may indeed
be questionable, has obscured the actual need
to conserve the environment.
This muddle-headedness — evident in television
debates on prime time, statements by political
spokespersons, the leaked Intelligence Bureau
report and certain actions taken by the new
minister of environment, forests and climate
change — is akin to saying that since our public
healthcare centres are rubbish, we need to
question the need to provide healthcare to all
citizens in the first place.
The IB report and the debate surrounding it
have dealt with two important but disparate,
issues. First, and by all arguments a legitimate
question, is whether certain NGOs are
transparent; it should be asked irrespective of
the origins of funding.
Moreover, it needs to be levelled individually
rather than collectively at all institutions in the
country, within or outside the government.
If there are organisations or individuals not
following the law, bring them to book through
evidence and not leaked reports.

The worrying thing
What is worrisome, however, is that the report
questions the morality and intentions of the
NGOs. These bodies can only be judged by
their actions. The NGOs leading protests
against the government cannot and should not
be judged as illegal — unless they are violent or
disruptive. Debating the benefits of a nuclear
power plant, large dams or large-scale linking of
rivers is healthy; circumventing debate indicates
a lack of conviction about the contribution of
such projects to ‘economic security’.

Environmental concerns may set back, to
some extent, economic growth as is measured
or conceived today. Whether this has a greater
impact than policy paralysis, incompetence,
lack of long-term planning or corruption is for
the pundits to decide; at least some experts do
not seem to think so. Further, whether such a
setback is detrimental to the country, or even
‘economic security’ is a contentious matter.
And this is where a crucial distinction needs to
be made: going against policies put forth by the
current government is not anti-national, acting
against the country is.

Does the environment matter?
So in the clamour for a two-digit economic
growth, is there room for environmental
concerns? The current director-general of the
Confederation of Indian Industries reassures
us that there is scope for “green growth”,
while Minister for Environment Prakash
Javadekar envisions for us a sustainable road to
development.
This is quite encouraging, but these words are
belied by simultaneous promises to fast-track
environmental clearances for pending power,
mining and road-building projects. Not hasten
the ‘clearance process’, mind you, but fasttrack the clearance itself.
This nuanced phrasing of words, used
repeatedly during the elections by all parties,
is telling. While efforts to make the process
of obtaining environmental clearances
more transparent are laudable, exempting
a large number of projects from clearances
is questionable. At the same time, there has
been a move to deem certain proposals as
‘approved’ in the absence of objections. What
this does is to subtly shift the onus of proof
with regards to the environmental impact from
the proponents of projects to environmental
and conservation activists.
The unfortunate conclusion is that we are
laying more emphasis on cutting down forests
than researching and conserving them in a
scientifically-informed manner.
It has come to the stage where environmental
and forest clearances are being seen as a
necessary nuisance. Does this mean impact
assessments will be conducted with the sole
intent of obtaining clearances? We hope not.
We need to choose alternatives which allow
for projects to be implemented with least
impact on the environment.

The process of environmental regulation may
be a road-block to development, but that
cannot be said for environmental concerns
per se. Javadekar’s challenge is to streamline
implementation of regulation while keeping
the intent secure.

We’re not pessimists
The first step towards green growth is to
break the illusion that environmentalists are
sanctimonious naysayers. When we bemoan
the lack of water in our taps, complain about
not being able to breathe for pollution in the
air, when farmers commit suicide following
desertification of their lands, it is not difficult
to search for reasons to conserve our natural
resources or tackle climate change.
Back in the 18th century, it was predicted that
humans would be limited in their growth by
their means of subsistence — those means
remain closely linked to natural resources.
Nearly three centuries later, we are still
struggling to accept the fact that rampant
development that provides gains in the shortterm are unfavourable when compared to
long-term plans that account for environmental
concerns. A year after the Uttarakhand flash
floods, we are questioning voices that caution
against the mushrooming of the dams that
pushed us towards such a tragedy.
So, to go back to the first and crucial point:
make the Government, industries and NGOs
alike more transparent in their environmental
regulation. Apart from arguably misguided IB
reports, crucial to this process is for impact
assessments to be conducted by experts at the
planning stage.
But do not dismiss environmental concerns
in the process. In spite of the impact of
environmental regulation on economic growth,
such concerns are necessary for long-term
development. Dubbing them anti-national or
treating these as a nuisance is no way to go.
At this stage, environmental costs, depletion
of natural resources and deforestation are no
longer externalities that can be sidelined; we
need to revitalise the process of internalising
these very genuine costs.
The writer is actively involved in wildlife
research and conservation in India
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/
environmental-concerns-do-matter/article6145589.ece
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MEDIA ANALYSIS
Since environment is an extremely gravitious and sensitive aspect, its
adequate coverage becomes all the more mandatory. It is almost the
backbone of our survival and consistent maintenance on earth. Electronic
media needs to lend the required space and structure to the environment
that it rightly holds. Only then will a mature and palpable interaction will
be made possible.
Undoubtedly, society and electronic media are congenially intertwined.
They have a symbiotic relationship and have an extraneous influence on
each other. However, the need is to accommodate environment effectively
so that the validity of its essence is comprehended and widespread
understanding is generated. CMS ENVIS Centre collated and analysed
coverage by prominent news channels on environment and wildlife issues
in the months of January – March 2014.

Methodology
Over the years, CMS Media Lab has acted as a source for the CMS ENVIS
Centre because it has undertaken significant experimentation to develop
a robust and rigorous methodology as given below. The content analysis
broadly covers qualitative and quantitative aspects.
Prime time band: The prime time programming is the industry benchmark
in News television for all significant events and issues that are prominently
covered on a particular day.
Six mainstream news channels: Aaj Tak, DD News, ABP News, Zee News,
CNN-IBN and NDTV 24X7.
Recording: The recorded tapes were then previewed and the news
stories listed under various classifications and categories to generate
quantitative data.
Logging: The news content on the above mentioned channels were listed
and documented in the log sheets.
Coding: The stories were classified and separately coded (e.g. politics,
business, sports, environmental news etc.).
Environment related stories: The theme specific stories were separately
reviewed and analysed.
Time frame: The timeline taken for this particular study was January –
March 2014.

In the month of January, NDTV 24X7 topped the chart for coverage on
Environment & Wildlife by giving maximum time (23 minutes), followed
by ABP News (05 minutes), Zee News (3 minutes), CNN-IBN and DD
News. Disappointingly, Aaj Tak channel did not cover a single story on
environment & wildlife during this time period.
In February, the total time spent on covering environment & wildlife
stories was 65 minutes, which included 57 minutes of coverage by NDTV
24X7, 03 minutes of coverage on CNN IBN and Zee News each and
02 minutes of coverage on DD News.Aaj Tak and ABP news had no any
coverage whatsoever.
The month of March reflected the same kind of result but DD News
topped the chart with 46 minutes, followed by NDTV 24X7, which spent
22 minutes on environmental stories coverage. The rest of the channels
had no coverage in this month.
Table II: Primetime coverage of stories from Jan-March 2014
(In minutes)
Classification 2014
International Affairs
National Politics
Environment & Wildlife
Film & Entertainment
Crime
Total

January
% of
Time
Time
1181
7.81
10315 68.20
30
0.20
2397 15.85
1201
7.94
15123 100.00

February
% of
Time
Time
543
5.53
7332 74.70
65
0.66
1172 11.94
704
7.17
9816 100.00

March
% of
Time
Time
1316 42.71
267
8.67
68
2.20
1239 40.23
190
6.18
3081 100.00

Source: CMS Media Lab

Fig II: Primetime coverage of stories (In minutes)

Table I: Coverage of Environment and Wildlife Stories by News Channels
from Jan-March 2014
Jan to Mar
2014
January
February
March

Aaj Tak
0
0
0

Environment & Wildlife
DD
ABP
Zee
News
News
News
0
5
3
2
0
3
46
0
0

CNNIBN
0
3
0

NDTV
24X7
23
57
22

Source: CMS Media Lab

Fig I: Coverage of Environment and Wildlife Stories by News
Channels (In minutes)

Source: CMS Media Lab

The month-wise analysis of primetime coverage of stories reveals that as
usual, National Politics dominated news channels in January and February
months taking 68% and 75% of total primetime coverage respectively.
In March, International affairs reigned primetime with 43% coverage,
followed by Film & Entertainment news that got 40% of total broadcast.
Environment and wildlife stories got almost negligible coverage with just
0.20% of the total primetime telecast in January, 0.66% in February, but a
sudden improvement was recorded in March with 2.20%.

Source: CMS Media Lab
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October 08, 2014 (Wildlife Week)
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For submission forms and guidelines contact:
CMS VATAVARAN, RESEARCH HOUSE
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Environment

Promoting Responsibility

E

stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research based
think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support improved
policymaking.
CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of CMS, has
been involved multifariously in policy research and programme evaluation aimed at
creating sustainable solutions for environment protection. CMS Environment Team
has also been consistently undertaken capacity building and enhancing initiatives
with range of stakeholders to orient on contemporary environment issues like climate
change, sustainable transport, conservation, etc.

Cms Envis Centre
Established in 2000, CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India to facilitate
information dissemination and further the cause of environment awareness and
sensitisation. A separate space in its campus has been allocated to house documentary
films, spots/ public service messages, info-mercials, quiz programmes, jingles etc. on
environmental and wildlife issues. www.cmsenvis.nic
Green Films Resource Centre
Established in 2007, the Audio Visual Resource Centre (AVRC) is a state-of-the-art
archive of documentaries, films and audio spots on environment and development
issues.
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