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stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research
based think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support
improved policymaking.
CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of
CMS, has been involved multifariously in policy research and programme
evaluation aimed at creating sustainable solutions for environment
protection. CMS Environment Team has also been consistently undertaken
capacity building and enhancing initiatives with range of stakeholders to
orient on contemporary environment issues like climate change, sustainable
transport, conservation, etc.
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CMS ENVIS Centre invites papers for its

ission:
Last date for paper subm
Tuesday, Dec 31 2013

Handbook on Climate Change
Communication
Policies, Perceptions and Practices
Last date of paper submission: Dec 31, 2013 (Tuesday)
The Article 6 of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) clearly addresses the importance of climate change
communication to the general public and of engaging stakeholders in the
issue. It further highlights the responsibility of the participating countries to
change and its effects, to ensure public access to information, and to promote public

In Rio Earth Summit 1992 - UN Conference on Environment and Development,
world leaders produced international treaties calling for the full integration of
environmental, social and economic dimensions into development planning. The
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is one of the international agreements that
protects life on earth and covers all ecosystems, species, and genetic resources and
links traditional conservation efforts to the economic goal of using biological resources
sustainably. Importantly, the Convention is legally binding; countries that join it (‘Parties’)
are obliged to implement its provisions.

participation in addressing the issue (UNFCCC, 2008).

The CMS ENVIS Centre based in New Delhi, India on Environmental Communication
and Media is pleased to announce ‘Call for Papers’ for its handbook on Climate Change
Communication: Polices, Perceptions and Practices. The CMS ENVIS Centre is supported
by Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt of India.
The CMS ENVIS handbook will be a contribution in the scientiﬁc, cultural and political
discourses and deliberations among scientist, academicians, researchers, civil societies,
professionals, and practitioners on climate change communication. This on-line
handbook is a non-commercial and non-partisan initiative of CMS ENVIS Centre.
The papers in the different domains of climate change communication are invited on
citizens/ media/ communication research (primary or secondary research; qualitative
or quantitative; theoretical and empirical result-based), public engagement campaigns,
case studies, experiences and experiments, climate change communication programmes
and policies, grassroots innovations.

The Convention on Biological Diversity convention recognised for the first time in
international law that the conservation of biological diversity is “a common concern of
humankind” and is an integral part of the development process.

For more information:
The Coordinator, CMS ENVIS
RESEARCH HOUSE
Saket Community Centre
New Delhi 110 017, INDIA
Email: cms-env@nic.in

The complete paper including table, graphs and text should not exceed more than 12,000
words and abstract of the paper is limited to 250 words. The paper with all copyright
details should be submitted to cms-env@nic.in

With the mission sustainability “the Aichi Targets (named after Japanese realm where new
goals to conserve the biodiversity were set two years ago) are aimed at addressing the
underlying causes of biodiversity loss, reducing the direct pressure on it and improving the
status by safeguarding ecosystems, species and the genetic diversity. Aichi Biodiversity
Target 1 has set that by 2020, at the latest, make people aware of the value of biodiversity
and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

www.cmsenvis.nic.in

Environment calendar
January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

This occasion calls for mainstreaming biodiversity and galvanising public attention on
biodiversity conservation related issues in the world. Keeping Aichi Biodiversity Target
1 in view, the New Delhi based CMS ENVIS Centre on Environmental Communication
and Media is pleased to announce ‘Call for Papers’ for its second handbook in series on
HANDBOOK ON BIODIVERSITY COMMUNICATION, ENGAGEMENT AND AWARENESS:
Policies, Perceptions and Practices. The CMS ENVIS Centre is supported by Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Govt of India.

October

The CMS ENVIS handbook will be a contribution in the scientific, cultural and political
discourses and deliberations among scientist, academicians, researchers, civil societies,
professionals, and practitioners on biodiversity communication. This on-line handbook is
a non-commercial and non-partisan initiative of CMS ENVIS Centre.

16 – World Food Day

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

21- World Forestry Day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation

The papers in the different domains of biodiversity communication are invited on citizens/
media/ communication research (primary or secondary research; qualitative or quantitative;
theoretical and empirical result-based), public engagement campaigns, case studies,
experiences, experiments, biodiversity communication, education, public awareness
programmes, policies and grassroots innovations. The complete paper not exceed more
than 12,000 words (including table, graphs and text) and abstract 250 words should be
submitted to cms-env@nic.in.

of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict

23 -World Meteorological Day

Handbook on Biodiversity
Communication Engagement
and Awareness
Policies, Perceptions and Practices

develop and implement educational and public awareness programmes on climate
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December
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11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day
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For more information:
The Coordinator, CMS ENVIS,
RESEARCH HOUSE, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi 110 017, INDIA
Email: cms-env@nic.in

About the theme
Background information: Communicating, teaching and learning
about climate change

November 2012
The Article 6 of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) clearly addresses the importance of climate
change communication to the general public and of engaging stakeholders
in the issue. It further highlights the responsibility of the participating
countries to develop and implement educational and public awareness
programmes on climate change and its effects, to ensure public access to
information, and to promote public participation in addressing the issue
(UNFCCC, 2008).
The 18th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC and
the 8th session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol opened on Monday, 26 November
and continued until Saturday, 8 December 2012 at the Qatar National
Convention Centre in Doha, Qatar.
The United Nations Climate Change Conference in Doha, Qatar, took
place from 26 November to 8 December 2012. It included the eighteenth
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 18) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the eighth
session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 8). The conference also included
meetings by five subsidiary bodies: the thirty-seventh sessions of the
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA 37)
and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI 37), the second part
of the seventeenth session of the Ad hoc Working Group on Further
Commitments for Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP
17), the second part of the fifteenth session of the Ad hoc Working Group
on Long-term Cooperative Action under the UNFCCC (AWG-LCA 15)
and the second part of the Ad hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform
for Enhanced Action (ADP 1).
Marking the first time that UN climate change negotiations took place in
the Middle East, the conference drew approximately 9,000 participants,
including 4,356 government officials, 3,956 representatives of UN
bodies and agencies, intergovernmental organizations and civil society
organizations, and 683 members of the media.
Negotiations in Doha focused on ensuring the implementation of
agreements reached at previous conferences. The package of “Doha
Climate Gateway” decisions adopted on the evening of Saturday, 8
December, included amendments to the Kyoto Protocol to establish its
second commitment period. Having been launched at CMP 1 in 2005,
the AWG-KP terminated its work in Doha. The parties also agreed to
terminate the AWG-LCA and negotiations under the Bali Action Plan. Key
elements of the outcome also included agreement to consider loss and
damage, “such as” institutional mechanism to address loss and damage
in developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse
effects of climate change.

Improving awareness and understanding of climate change, and creating
solutions to facilitate access to information on a changing climate are key
to winning public support for climate related policies. The UNFCCC,
through its Article 6, and the Kyoto Protocol, through its Article 10 (e),
call on governments to educate, empower and engage all stakeholders
and major groups on policies relating to climate change. In particular,
Article 6 of the Convention, which addresses the issue of climate
change related education, training and public awareness, is the main
vehicle by means of which the Convention fosters action to develop and
implement educational and training programmes on climate change.
Many governments and intergovernmental organizations are already
working in partnership with civil society to fulfill the commitments in
Article 6. However, the scale of challenges posed by climate change
requires an engagement on outreach activities of a greater magnitude.
http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/education_and_outreach/
items/2529.php

While developing countries and observers expressed disappointment with
the lack of ambition in outcomes on Annex I countries’ mitigation and
finance, most agreed that the conference had paved the way for a new
phase, focusing on the implementation of the outcomes from negotiations
under the AWG-KP and AWG-LCA, and advancing negotiations under
the ADP.
http://www.iisd.ca/vol12/enb12567e.html
http://unfccc.int

Jargon Buster
A full glossary of key terms is available on the UNFCCC website, but the
below are the most essential.
COP - Conference of the Parties. Essentially the supreme body of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC);
meets annually.
CMP - Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
the Kyoto Protocol. The Protocol’s top body; meets annually at the same
time as the COP.
AWG-KP - One of two major negotiating groups. The AWG-KP focuses
on negotiating further legally-binding commitments for Annex I Parties
beyond 2012. Attended by the 37 industrialised Annex I countries, plus
other Parties to the Protocol and Parties to the Convention who did not
ratify Kyoto but may attend as observers.
AWG-LCA - established in Bali in 2007 to conduct negotiations on a
strengthened international deal on climate change, which was to be
concluded at COP 15 in Copenhagen in 2009. The work of the AWG-LCA
has been extended three times by a year since COP 15. Governments
agreed in 2011 in Durban that the group would conclude its work in
Doha.
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AWG-ADP - The objective of the AWG-ADP is to negotiate a global
climate change agreement to be adopted by 2015 and to enter into
force from 2020, and how to raise current inadequate global ambition
to deal with climate change, including cutting greenhouse gas emissions
fast enough so that the world has chance of staying below the agreed
maximum 2 degree Celsius temperature rise.
SBSTA - Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice. Serves
as a link between information and assessments provided by expert sources
(such as the IPCC, responsible for compiling the world’s governmentapproved science) and the COP, which focuses on setting policy.

(ENGOs). Special rules have been developed over time under the
Convention defining what role NGOs can play, what sessions they can
attend, whether they can make submissions and so on. Details of these
are available on the UNFCCC website. Other NGOs seek to track the
delegations and to report on the process.
SIDE EVENTS AND EXHIBITS - Alongside the formal negotiations
and informal talks are numerous side events and exhibits. The list of side
events is published daily, shown on the CCTV monitors and available on
the UNFCCC website. [top]

SBI - Subsidiary Body for Implementation. The SBI makes
recommendations on policy and implementation issues to the COP and,
if requested, to other bodies.

Countries with similar interests and viewpoints tend to negotiate
in groups. This enables a single country to speak on behalf of a wider
coalition of countries. This helps save negotiating time. The positions of
the respective groups are jointly developed in meetings before and during
the COP. Further information on Party Groupings is on the UNFCCC
website.

PLENARY - A formal meeting of the entire COP, CMP or one of its
subsidiary bodies.
REDD - Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in
developing countries.
LULUCF - Land use, land-use change, and forestry. A greenhouse gas
inventory sector that covers emissions and removals of greenhouse
gases resulting from direct human-induced land use, land-use change and
forestry activities.
PARTY - A Party in the international negotiating context is either a
country or a regional economic integration organisation. There is only
one Party which is not a country in the UNFCCC context, and that is
the European Union. The 27 members of the European Union meet to
agree on common negotiating positions. The country that holds the EU
Presidency – a position that rotates every six months – then speaks for
the European Union and its 27 member states. As a regional economic
integration organization, the European Union itself can be, and is, a Party
to the Convention. However, it does not have a separate vote from its
members. The host government expects around 17 thousand people to
attend COP18. Around half of these are delegates of Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, so
from 194 States plus the European Union.
MEETINGS - Major bodies such as the COP and CMP (see glossary),
chaired by senior government figures, meet in the large conference halls.
Alongside these major meetings, there are a plethora of other negotiating
sessions organised in such a way that wherever possible delegations from
individual countries can organise their teams to attend without clashing
timetables in what is a demanding schedule. These range from groups
(often called informal or contact groups) focusing on issues from the
CDM (Clean Development Mechanism) to the Adaptation Fund and
REDD. These negotiating/contact groups then feed back to plenaries. The
Chairs and their teams consolidate all views expressed from the floor into
negotiating texts which are then fed back to the delegations.
NGOs - NGOs are non-governmental organisations. They can for
example represent business (BINGOs), or environmental organisations
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The Main Country Negotiating Groupings

Main developing countries (“non-Annex I”) negotiating groups:
• AOSIS. The Alliance of Small Island States and low-lying countries
sharing similar developmental and environmental concerns. AOSIS
has a membership of 42 States and observers.
• African Group. with 53 members
• G-77 and China. has 132 members and the chairmanship rotates
on a regional basis (between Africa, Asia and Latin America and the
Caribbean) and is held for one year in all the Chapters. The chair
will often speak for the whole group including China if China was
present, but where the sub-members such as Least Developed
Countries[1] (LDCs) or AOSIS have different positions, they will
speak separately.
Main industrialized country (“Annex I”) negotiating groups
• Umbrella group: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Norway,
the Russian Federation, Ukraine and the United States
• EU: European Union, 27 countries
A case of its own:
Environmental Integrity Group: Switzerland + Mexico and South Korea
(both OECD)
Here is the Bulk of the Political Action and in which Negotiating
Groups are Decisions Finally Made?
• COP (Conference of the Parties,195 Parties)
• COP/CMP (COP serving as meeting to the Kyoto Protocol -193
Parties)
• AWG-KP (founded 2005, 194 Parties)
• AWG-ADP (founded in 2011, 195 Parties)
• AWG-LCA (founded 2007, 195 Parties)
• SBSTA and associated Contact/Expert Groups
• SBI and associated Contact/Expert Groups (See above for the
definitions)
Note: It will be the COP and CMP that actually adopt decisions.
http://unfccc.int
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United Nations Partners on Climate Change
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

World Health Organization

Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme

International Civil Aviation Organization

Global Climate Observing System

International Monetary Fund

International Labour Organization

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

International Telecommunication Union

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the
Pacific

United Nations University

United Nations Human Settlements Programme

World Tourism Organizations

World Bank

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

World Meteorological Organization

Food and Agriculture Organization

Global Environment Facility

International Fund for Agricultural Development

International Maritime Organization

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs

United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

United Nations
Organization

Educational,

Scientific

and

Cultural

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Nations Population Fund

Universal Postal Union

World Food Programme
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Most in U.S. concerned about sea
level rise, poll finds
March 28, 2013, Los Angeles Times, News,
Neela Banerjee

In Black and White
World Bank chief vows more
efforts to combat climate change
March 2, 2013, The Times of India, News, IANS

WASHINGTON: World Bank
Group President Jim Yong Kim
has pledged that the Bank was
committed to tackling climate
change “more than anything else”.
“What we have to realize is that climate change is
not a future threat. It is here with us today,” Kim
said at a special event titled “Connect4Climate:
Right Here, Right Now” to celebrate creative
youth engagement in the effort to combat
climate change, Xinhua reported.
“I want you understand that in the world
today, especially in the poorer countries, this is
a problem with us right now,” he noted.
“I’m here today just to deliver a very simple
message. The World Bank is committed to
tackling climate change more than anything
else,” Kim said.
Kim proposed starting a social movement to
engage broader and more diverse audiences to
deliver bold solutions on climate change.
“A social movement will finally make everyone get
serious about tacking climate change,” he said.
He also encouraged young people from around
the world to take an active role in helping to
combat the threat of climate change. “We have
to listen to the young people,” he said.
At the special event, 19 youngsters from 14
countries received prizes in the competition
for their photographs, videos and podcasts
about climate change.
Connect4Climate is a global partnership
dedicated to climate change communication
and action launched in 2011 by the World
Bank, the Italian ministry of environment and
the Global Environmental Facility.
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-03-02/
global-warming/37389105_1_climate-change-presidentjim-yong-kim-world-bank
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WASHINGTON — An overwhelming
majority of Americans is convinced that sea
level rise resulting from climate change poses
a significant threat to the United States and
coastal communities should invest in preparing
for the risks, according to a survey released
Thursday by Stanford University.
The study was conducted with memories still
fresh of Hurricane Sandy’s vast damage and
protracted, expensive rebuilding, whose cost
was picked up largely by taxpayers.
Although past surveys have asked Americans if
they accept climate change to be a global reality,
the survey by Stanford’s Woods Institute for
the Environment focuses on attitudes about
one of its effects — sea level rise — and the
options to deal with it. The responses, taken
together, indicated that most Americans were
no longer willing to accept a hands-off approach
to continued coastal development that will get
battered repeatedly by rising seas.
“People want preventive action,” said survey
director Jon Krosnick, a senior fellow at the
institute and a professor of communication,
“and few people believe these preparations
will harm the economy or eliminate jobs.
But people want coastal homeowners and
businesses that locate in high-risk areas to pay
for these measures.”
Counties along the shoreline, not including in
Alaska, make up less than 10% of the country’s
total land area. But they are home to 123.3
million people, or 39% of the population. The
coastal population is expected to grow by 8%,
or 10 million people, by 2020, according to
a recent study by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
The nationwide poll of 1,200 people found
that 82% believe the world’s temperature is
rising, and 73% said that the associated sea
level rise poses a threat to the United States
now and in the future. Nearly three-quarters
of respondents said they think sea level rise
will worsen storm damage.
Asked whether coastal communities and states
should prepare for the effects of sea level
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rise or, given the unpredictability of weather
events, wait to assess the impact, 82% favored
advance preparation.
More than two-thirds of respondents said
that coastal communities should foot the bill
for boosting their defenses against sea level
rise. Right now, all taxpayers subsidize flood
insurance bought by residents of coastal
communities, and then pay billions of dollars in
evacuation and cleanup costs.
The survey provided respondents with
the pros and cons of a range of common
adaptation measures. Some involved building
buffers against the sea, such as sea walls or
beach replenishment, but only one-third of
respondents favored them. Instead, the most
popular ideas focused on changing building
practices, such as reducing construction on
coastlines and beefing up flood protection
standards of coastal structures.
“The question is, how does public support for
preparation translate to action?” asked Meg
Caldwell, executive director of the Center for
Ocean Solutions, a Monterey environmental
group that cosponsored the survey. “Our
impulse is to try to move quickly to put
communities back together the way they were
after devastation. But that impulse often leads
to doubling down on high-risk investments,
such as rebuilding in areas likely to experience
severe impacts.”
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-nasea-level-20130329,0,4001215.story

Can a divestment campaign move
the fossil fuel industry?
March 18, 2013, The Guardian, Kent, Brooke
Jarvis

US climate activists have launched a movement
to persuade universities, cities, and other
groups to sell off their investments in fossil fuel
companies. But while the financial impact of
such divestment may be limited, the campaign
could harm the companies in a critical sphere
— public opinion
Last fall, the climate advocacy group 350.org
held a series of rallies in 21 cities across the
U.S., making the case that combating climate
change requires fossil fuel companies to
leave a large portion of their reserves in the
ground — and that large-scale divestment by
their shareholders could help convince them
to do so. Since then, four small U.S. colleges

have committed to ridding their endowments
of fossil fuel investments, and more than 250
other colleges and universities have spawned
student- or faculty-led divestment campaigns
pushing for action in the next five years.
When the group held a rally in Seattle
in November, a couple of unusual things
happened.
First, the night ended with a commitment
to set the divestment process in motion —
a rarity in what can be a long and difficult
process. Second, the promise came not from
a university, but from Mike McGinn, the mayor
of Seattle, making the city the first in the U.S.
to embrace fossil fuel divestment.
But 350.org organizers doubt it will be the last.
Within the next few weeks, the group is planning
to launch a new, off-campus component of
its campaign, targeting not just colleges and
universities, but also governments, churches,
unions, community groups, companies —
almost any institution with a pension fund,
endowment, or other major investment in
fossil fuels.

“Cities in particular can help pinpoint the
absurdity of, on the one hand, spending huge
sums to build seawalls while at the same
time investing in the companies that make it
necessary,” 350.org founder and president, Bill
McKibben, said in an email.
“The logic of divestment is pretty simple,” says
Jay Carmona, who recently joined 350.org to
oversee off-campus divestment projects. “If
you don’t like what a company is doing, you
don’t pay them to do it.”
There’s plenty of skepticism about the
campaign — and not just from the fossil fuel

industry, which pushed back by commissioning
a study arguing that universities would lose out
on high-performing investments by giving up
their stocks in oil and gas companies. University
administrators have expressed concern that
losing those investments could impact their
ability to offer scholarships and financial aid;
some pension fund managers say they can have
more influence on companies if they speak up
as shareholders.

action plan. “I hope other cities will look at
it,” he says. “I think they should. I think it’s the
right thing to do.”

But enthusiasm for divestment, already high
on college campuses — student referenda
at Harvard and the University of North
Carolina, for example, showed 72 and 77
percent support for divestment, respectively
— is leaking into the outside world. The
campaign’s organizers point to Seattle’s
commitment, a bill in Vermont’s state senate,
a resolution to be considered by the United
Church of Christ General Synod in June, and
citizen-led campaigns in Portland, St. Louis,
and New York City. In San Francisco, the
Board of Supervisors will hold a hearing next
month on a proposal to jettison $1 billion
of fossil fuel investments held by the city’s
pension fund.

But what can divestment really accomplish?
While it’s been widely touted that colleges
and universities have some $400 billion in
endowments, only a small percentage is
actually in fossil fuel stocks. Seattle found, for
example, that its pension fund has invested
$17.6 million with Chevron and Exxon — less
than 1 percent of the total fund. While it’s likely
that the fund holds shares of other fossil fuel
companies, it’s still nowhere near the amount
of money it would take to have a real impact
on the oil giants.

Carmona sees these as just the beginning.
While 350.org’s efforts have thus far focused
primarily on campuses, the new program will
encourage a much wider range of institutions
and organizations to examine the impact of
their investments. Cities, she says, are an
obvious target: “A lot of people are trying to
tackle climate change at the municipal level, and
it makes little sense for them to be trying to do
that while also invested in fossil fuel companies
that are working against those changes.”
Mayor McGinn lists divestment alongside
Seattle’s other climate initiatives, from
expanding mass transit to creating a climate

John Avalos, the Board of Supervisors member
who introduced San Francisco’s resolution,
says he was inspired by Seattle’s example and
expects other cities to follow. “They want
their investments to be compatible with their
climate goals,” says Avalos.

But organizers argue that political and cultural
impacts are at least as important as financial
ones. “Divestment is targeting the one thing
that those companies can’t buy, which is their
reputation,” says Carmona.
Many people have compared the fossil fuel
divestment campaign to the well-known
divestment campaign that targeted the South
African apartheid regime in the 1980s. But
the fossil fuel initiative may be more akin to
divestment campaigns targeting tobacco
companies. Just as those campaigns tried to
link tobacco companies with the health effects
of smoking in the popular consciousness,
the current campaign wants to tie fossil fuel
companies’ reputations to droughts, rising
sea levels, and the obstruction of climate
action. The more widespread divestment
becomes, campaigners believe, the deeper the
association.
In fact, a 1999 study argued that even the South
African campaign didn’t create substantial
financial pressure on companies doing business
with the regime, since socially “indifferent”
investors were quick to take advantage of
undervalued stock prices after divestment
temporarily caused them to fall. The strongest
impact of the campaign was in influencing public
opinion: Every university that announced it was
dumping its stock helped paint involvement with
the South African regime as a moral failure.
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For all the student enthusiasm about fossil fuel
divestment on university campuses, there’s
no sign yet of anything like a critical mass of
support from university administrators, a
number of whom have protested that fossil fuel
divestment undercuts the primary purpose of
endowments: Generating maximum return on
investments in order to fund school operations.
Students at Bowdoin College say this is why
administrators rejected their divestment
request.
Mark Orlowski of the Sustainable Endowments
Institute contends that, for universities, one
possible answer to the economic question is to
invest in their own energy efficiency programs.
He maintains that university investments now
tied up in fossil fuels could actually produce
much better returns if redeployed as “green
revolving funds” that invest in on-campus
energy efficiency projects and then continually
reinvest the savings. The median return on such
green funds in 2012, the institute concluded in
a study, was 28 percent.
And while fossil fuels are good investments
now, climate change means that may not
always be the case. An analysis earlier this
month by the credit rating agency Standard
& Poor’s and the non-profit Carbon Tracker
Initiative warned that oil companies are
likely to become much riskier investments in
the future. Indeed, some large institutional
investors warn that not responding to climate
change constitutes a significant economic risk.
A 2012 memo from several major investment
networks responsible for more than $22.5
trillion in assets put it bluntly: “Further delay
in implementing adequately ambitious climate
and clean energy policy will increase investment
risk for institutional investors and jeopardize
the investments and retirement savings of
millions of citizens.”
Campaigns targeting governments will have
to overcome the same economic objections
as those targeting universities, and then some.
“Pension funds have different mechanics than
endowments, including state and even federal
laws governing how they can be invested,” says
Carmona. “There’s a new learning curve.”
That has certainly been the case in Seattle.
When McGinn sent a letter asking the pension
system governing board to look into divesting
fossil fuel stocks from $2.6 billion in retirement
funds it controls, he found that Seattle hadn’t
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yet developed a protocol for making such
decisions. Divestment, it turned out, is new
territory for the city: The board is now working
on developing a system for evaluating whether
— and how — to do so.
Divestment advocates say that process is
actually an advantage of their campaign — a
chance for institutions to take a more active
role in ensuring that their investments reflect
their values. That’s an important need, says
Mindy Lubber, president of the sustainable
investing group, Ceres, and director of the
Investor Network on Climate Risk. Lubber
has worked with many large-scale institutional
investors, including government pension
funds with hundreds of billions in assets.
Many of them, she says, recognize that “the
economics of fossil fuels, in the long-term, are
catastrophic for companies, for sectors, and
for the economy.”
Still, she believes that many funds whose
managers are concerned about climate change
are unlikely to divest: “Their fundamental belief
is that they could probably get more done
as owners of the companies. Their theory of
change is different: Hold on to those stocks,
file shareholder resolutions, engage with the
boards, change the practices.”
McKibben argues that simply pushing for
changed practices is insufficient when it comes
to fossil fuel companies. “Our job is to help
people come to understand that these are
now rogue industries—that, quite literally, if
their business plans are followed, the planet
tanks,” he says.
As the fossil fuel divestment movement grows,
more institutions will have to grapple with
the economic, ethical, and strategic questions
it raises. “By joining in the divestment
movement,” says McGinn, “we’re making a
statement about what kind of future economy
we want — one that is not reliant on taking the
fossil fuel reserves we have and putting them
into the atmosphere.”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/mar/18/
divestment-campaign-fossil-fuel-industry

Developing countries meet on
climate change
March 05, 2013, China Daily, News, Lan Lan

A group of like-minded developing countries
on climate change held an informal meeting
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last week in Geneva to assess the outcome
of the last climate change talks in Doha and
urged developed countries to boost action.
Representatives of China, Bolivia, Cuba,
Ecuador, Egypt, India, Mali, Malaysia, Nicaragua,
the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Thailand and
Venezuela attended the meeting.
The group is a platform for like-minded developing
countries to exchange views and coordinate
positions on the talks under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change and
to strengthen the voice of developing nations.
Members of the group said that the mitigation
ambitions of developed countries under the
second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol
are far below what is required by science, their
historical responsibilities and the expectations of
the international community.
“Climate change is an urgent threat that requires
a common resolve and enhanced action by all
parties, especially by developed countries, which
should take the lead in combating climate change
in line with their historical responsibilities,” the
group said in a press release. Participants urged
developed countries that have joined the second
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol to
increase their mitigation ambitions levels by 2014
in accordance with the Doha decision on this issue,
and developed countries that are not parties to
the Kyoto Protocol, or are not joining the second
commitment period, to equally increase their
mitigation ambitions to comparable levels, it said.
Also, members stressed that the work of the
post-2020 arrangement cannot be undertaken
in isolation and must be in line with previous
principles and provisions. The work of the
Durban Platform must be in the context and on
the basis of the work undertaken under various
convention bodies, in particular the outcome of
the Bali Road Map’s two-track process, it said.
Participants said that future work must take
into account issues of importance to developing
countries, such as ensuring the reflection of
the principle of common but differentiated
responsibility; and increasing the commitment
and ambition levels of developed countries
to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.
Members also emphasized their strong desire
to strengthen the voice and participation of
developing countries in the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2013-03/05/
content_16280643.htm

Peaks and Troughs

Article
Media needs a climate change
S. Gopikrishna Warrier, The Hindu Business Line

“The media should make the link between
local environment issues and climate change”.

The lines for all the continents mostly follow
the same trends, thereby indicating that there
is a global pattern to media coverage on
climate change. The highest peak (the highest
media coverage), in all continents corresponds
to November-December 2009 — just before,
during and after the Conference of Parties
(CoP) to the Climate Change Convention held
at Copenhagen in Denmark.
The Copenhagen CoP attracted intense media
and public attention all through the world

not representative of the global media.
Newspapers do not completely represent the
print media. When it comes to climate change,
the electronic and the Web media have been
playing a very significant part in generating
global public attention in the recent years.

Global-Local Link
The CSTPR graphs indicate what facets of the
climate change story attract the media.
The Climate Change CoPs have become
annual rituals for the media. For instance,
in India, during the CoPs, there are media
reports on the country’s position vis-à-vis the
other countries, and also our gross and percapita emission figures. There are stories on
the national policies on climate change.
That is where the “gap” in the media reporting
on climate change comes in. There are national
and international stories on climate change
policies. More of these stories are reported
during CoPs. There are also stories on climate
change when extreme weather events, such
as the current drought in Maharashtra or
floods, occur. However, what gets missed out
as climate change discussions in the media are
local environment stories.
Local environment stories — say, of local
deforestation, urban waste mismanagement or
reducing water flow in rivers — continuously
appear in the media, in the newspapers,
television channels, radio programmes and on
the Web. But these stories are rarely linked to
the larger issue of climate change.

The Centre for Science and Technology
Policy Research (CSTPR) at the University
of Colorado-Boulder, US, has an interesting
continuing research. It tracks media coverage
on climate change and global warming in 50
newspapers being published in 20 countries
across six continents.
The study also includes India, and four English
language dailies are included — Hindustan
Times, Indian Express, Times of India and The
Hindu.
The results are published in the form of graphs.
The lines in the graph are jagged — with sharp
peaks and deep ravines.

because the international community was
to decide the roadmap for reducing climate
change from the time the Kyoto Protocol
ended in 2012.
Most of the other peaks correspond to mostly
other CoPs and to extreme weather events.
After the Copenhagen CoP failed to achieve
the desired results, media and public attention
on climate change reduced.
The peaks corresponding to post-Copenhagen
CoPs are smaller.
The CSTPR graphs are not the last word on
media coverage on climate change, but they
indicate the trend. For one, 50 newspapers are

As a result, the media misses an opportunity
to discuss climate change in relation to local
issues. In turn, the public and the policy makers
miss out on such a discussion. For instance,
there was a news story recently stating that
due to increasing heat and dryness in the
moist forests of Kerala, king cobras have been
moving towards the plains and into villages at
the edge of the forests.
King cobras are large snakes and news stories
about them always attract public attention.
However, this news story stops short of asking
the question whether climate change is the
cause of increasing dryness in Kerala’s moist
forests.
Having caught the reader’s attention with the
story, if the journalist had taken the discussion
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to climate change, the reader would have
connected the abstract concept to something
tangible happening in real time.

The Right Questions

Doha climate talks not a failure

When the science itself is still uncertain, it is
even more difficult for journalists to state the
cause and effect linkages through the media.
No responsible journalist would want to be
alarmist.
Much of the problem for journalists is because
climate change is seen as something alien to
our day-to-day environmental issues.

N.R. KRISHNAN, The Hindu Business Line

In fact, it is a mere add-on. In the context of
local media reporting, climate change is not
a subject in itself but an angle to the regular
stories that journalists report.
In the king cobra story, it would have meant
asking a few additional questions. Is the
increased dryness in Kerala’s forests a oneyear occurrence or is it part of a trend?

(The king cobra’s retreat from the jungles of Kerala into the
villages is a climate change story.)

Unfortunately most stories on the impact
of climate change deal with projections on
what would happen in 20 years’ time. “In the
long run we are all dead,” said John Maynard
Keynes.
In 20 years, certainly many of us are dead.
Whether dead or alive, 20 years is too long
for a reader, viewer, listener or a policy maker
to care about today. But if somebody were to
tell him or her that because of his/her action
there could be a king cobra in the backyard,
there could be a more immediate thinkthrough.
Communicating climate change is complex.
Much of climate science is still uncertain.
Climate scientists talk in “ifs and buts” because
they have not unequivocally linked many of the
effects of climate change with their presumed
causes.
At least in the recent years the scientists dare
to say some of the extreme weather events
“could be” caused by climate change.
In August 2010, when simultaneously the Indus
river system flooded over in Pakistan and
extreme dryness caused wild fires in Russia,
scientists hesitantly linked these events to
climate change in public.
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If it is part of a trend, then is it an indicator of
climate change?
The king cobra is an indicator species, but what
would happen to the evergreen forest habitat
if the climate is changing?
The answers to these questions would
have immediately linked the local story to
the larger issue of climate change. With the
climate change angle included, this story
would have then registered an additional
count against The Hindu newspaper in the
CSTPR study.
But more than that, it could have brought in
the abstract subject of climate change into
local discussions, and the local legislator and
parliamentarian may have taken this discussion
to the State Assembly and the Parliament.
The CSTPR’s continuing study gives a useful
indicator to assess media’s effectiveness in
communicating climate change in the coming
months and years.
If instead of the sharp peaks and ravines the
graphs show more of mid-altitude plateaus,
then it can be safely assumed that the media
has become more effective in bridging the
“gap” by linking local environmental issues to
the larger discussions on climate change.
(The author is regional environment manager
with Panos South Asia. Views are personal.)
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/medianeeds-a-climate-change/article4623897.ece
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The prospect of having no regime of emission
cuts till the next accord is worked out, has
been averted.
“…frustration is a renewable resource, but
frustration does not reduce emissions”,
remarked a wistful Connie Hedegaard, EU’s
Commissioner for Climate Action, while
summing up the outcome of the UN climate
change conference held in Doha a month ago.
Her frustration, however, was not shared
by the Executive Director of the Climate
Secretariat, Christiana Figuerres, who claimed
the talks were a success. That neither of the
two perceptions was wholly correct would be
the conclusion of those following the course of
the negotiations.
To dismiss Doha as sterile in results would be
passing a harsh judgment. Let’s look at the
brighter side first. For starters, a major gain
was the acceptance of the developed countries
to enter into a second commitment period for
reduction of emission of Greenhouse Gases
(GHGs) starting from 2013 and ending in
2020.
The aim of many of the developed countries
was for COP18 to give a clean burial to the
Protocol and instead await the adoption of a
new global compact that would rope in the
BASIC. The new agreement on which work
is supposed to be completed by 2015 would
take effect from 2020, and with its adoption the
Kyoto Protocol would come to a natural end.

Gains from Meet
Therefore, the game plan of the developed
countries was to make the Protocol inoperative
by not extending it over a second commitment
period starting from 2013, and thus avoid any
further obligation to reduce their emission of
GHGs till 2020.
Developing countries, particularly India
and China, had put much insistence on the
continuation of the Protocol and made this
a condition precedent to their acceptance of
emission intensity reductions and entering into
a common global compact.
With this divergence between the developed
and developing countries, a big gap of eight
years starting from 2013 (during which the
world will have to do without any fetters being
put on anyone on their releases of GHS and

thereby resulting in greater global warming
stood) out as a distinct possibility.
Therefore, the agreement at Doha to extend
the Kyoto Protocol over a second commitment
period for eight years was not an insignificant
gain, either to the developing countries or to
the Climate Secretariat or to the hosts of the
meet or to global climate security.

Carbon Credit Farce
The second gain for the existing climate
change regime was over the issue of continuing
the validity of carbon credits (called Assigned
Amount Units or AAUs) that had accrued to
the Russian Federation and other countries of
Eastern Europe under the Kyoto Protocol. The
accrual of this huge cache of credits resulted
from the closure of a large number of stateowned industrial enterprises in the former
command economies, and not through any

This sale of “hot air” would have helped the
transferor to earn money and at the same time
helped the transferee to meet any reduction
obligations under the second commitment
without much domestic effort. Worse, the
transaction would have negated any gains the
Protocol sought to achieve in the second period.
As things turned out, in the decision taken at
Doha, only a part of these credits was allowed
to be carried over to the second period. Thus
an issue that had the potential of wrecking the
Conference was sorted out successfully.

Financial Mechanism
The third and perhaps an important gain for India
was the renewed commitment by developed
countries to contribute to the Green Climate
Fund, which would provide financial assistance
to the developing countries to meet the costs

one senses a diminishing ardour for serious
action on the part of developed countries
to reduce their GHG emissions. Barring
the EU, there is little sign of others taking
the warnings of climate scientists seriously.
According to the Intergovernmental Panel
of Scientists on Climate Change, the average
global temperature would surely go up by
2 degrees Celsius by 2050 compared to
pre-industrial days with the present levels
of carbon dioxide and other GHGs in the
atmosphere. A recent World Bank report
warns of a 4 degree rise. The reluctance
of developed countries, barring the EU, to
reduce their emissions is therefore a cause
for worry.
Without the US pulling its weight, no global
agreement would be of much effect. Others
like Canada, which have exited the Kyoto
Protocol, and Russia, Japan, New Zealand
and Ukraine that have come out openly
against the Protocol, need to be brought
back into the fold. With the continuing
sluggishness in the global economy, the
danger of emergence of protectionism in
the form of environmental barriers to trade
masquerading as affirmative climate action is
a real possibility.
For example, the competitiveness of energy
intensive industries like steel, cement, metals
and glass is sharply in the sights of US law
makers who would like to throw a protective
wall around them by imposing levies on
imports from, say, China and India. EU has
already introduced an aviation tax on airlines
operating in European skies.

special efforts on their part to reduce their
GHG emissions.
This whopping asset of almost 13 billion carbon
credits that could be transferred to any other
country governed by Kyoto Protocol to reduce
the latter’s emission reduction obligations for
a monetary consideration was sought to be
carried over to the Second Commitment
Period by Russia and other countries of eastern
Europe, notably Poland.

of implementing their climate mitigation
and adaptation efforts. Similarly, a strong
commitment was expressed to facilitate transfer
of mitigation and adaptation related technologies
to developing countries, which addresses the
issue of Intellectual Property Rights that often
come in the way of such transfers.

Lastly, if the past is any indication, the next
three years that would be spent in shaping
a new global compact on climate control,
encompassing both developed and developing
countries, promise to be rough and stormy.
This would call for a nuanced approach, as
Jairam Ramesh would put it, on everyone’s
part in the negotiations.
(The author is former Secretary, Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests.)
(This article was published on January 2, 2013)
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/dohaclimate-talks-not-a-failure/article4265776.ece

With such gains, why should there be gloom
over the climate scene? First and foremost,
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Interview
Q&A: Climate Change Front and
Centre in Cuban Development
Model
by Ivet González

Ivet González interview with
RICARDO BERRIZ, environmental
educator
HAVANA, Feb 27 2013 (IPS) - Each
of Cuba’s 168 municipalities faces
the challenge of designing its own strategic
development which, as well as economic
and social progress, minimises the impact of
extreme weather and other problems caused
by global warming.
“One cannot undertake a process of updating
the model without considering the variable
state of the climate and of reducing risk,” and it
will be more effective if it comes from collective
thinking and the capabilities of each community
in this Caribbean island, Ricardo Berriz, from
the state Centre for Local Development
Studies (Cedel), explained to IPS.
According to this 57-year-old specialist and
educator in environmental issues, the ongoing
reform aims to empower local governments
legally, economically and operationally, a
project that “opens a window of opportunities
and challenges” in terms of progress, as well as
mitigation and adaptation to climate change.
Berriz, who also participates in related regional
initiatives, talked about local changes, their
potential, as well as difficulties involving the
environment, citizens and the economy.
Q: What kinds of gaps allow economic and
social changes to local development?
A: The upgrading of the Cuban socioeconomic
model provides more opportunities, leading to
the empowerment of local (communities) and
citizens, and this is likely to continue. Today
there are ongoing processes that decentralize,
that give greater authority and decision-making
powers to municipalities to produce their own
legal system.
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Now they are given the opportunity to decide
how to design their own development and
everyone has to agree on a strategy to minimise
damage from disasters. If an area displays its
economic potential without considering risk
reduction, it may jeopardise the effort of many
years.
This project starts now and will slowly gain the
legal framework, the institutions, the designs
and appropriate modes of participation. It
will have national traits, but each locality will
present their differences according to their
culture, geography and productive activities,
among others.
Q: What are the general risks they face
and how much are their characteristics
influenced?
A: In general, municipal development is
endangered by rising sea levels and the
occurrence of extreme weather events such
as storms, winds and more severe droughts,
caused by global overheating.
Another consequence is the effects on human
health from the appearance of unknown diseases,
and the virulence and greater prevalence of
some which were under control in the past.
Being an island, Cuba has many coastal
municipalities, more exposed to other
environmental problems such as the degradation
of coastal areas and mangrove loss. Within 50
to 100 years, there will be areas close to the
sea that lose significant amounts of land, now
designated for production or housing.
Also, mountainous municipalities have
ecosystems that are vulnerable to soil
degradation, which is intensified by the slopes
and deforestation. These are affected by
demographic factors, such as low population
density, which is on a downward trend.
Other municipalities have unique biodiversity
areas, which need special protection. In
those with large urban conglomerates, events
like hurricanes cause major complications.
Most Cuban districts have large agricultural
production and, therefore, they must safeguard
this vulnerable activity.
Q: What base do local governments have
for designing strategies for sustainable
development in the context of climate
change?
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A: In most of the municipalities there is
a management centre for risk reduction,
endowed with human capital, which gradually
will incorporate technological capacity to
generate information and identify knowledge
and skills.
With this, the municipalities make decisions in
the short, medium and long term. For example,
they have contributed plains of floods in their
territories, which until recently did not exist.
They have been introducing early warning
systems at this scale, even in people’s councils
(government structures at the level of
neighborhoods and small towns) that require
it, because of the occurrence of severe events
locally.
Preparedness to face climate change spans
several years, with very intense work over the
past two decades. Cuba has a very efficient
and articulate civil defense system, engaging all
sectors of the population and authorities.
However, concepts have been changing.
Now, it is not just about responding to the
disaster, but gradually reducing vulnerabilities,
to diminish the current risks faced today from
the production systems, to nature and human
health. It is also necessary to draw up and
consider future scenarios.
Q: What obstacles must be overcome?
A: The Cedel now collaborates with 20
municipalities, very different from each other,
with technical preparation to help them trace
their development strategies. Generally,
although this is not true for all cases, they do
not have the necessary capabilities to move
autonomously.
These districts are facing organizational and
financial difficulties, which authorities expect
to change with environmental and territorial
reorganization of the place.
Nor do they know how to calculate the
economic, environmental and sociocultural
feasibility of their projects to make them
sustainable. This is primarily an educational
challenge. What is needed is to foster a culture of
prevention and adaptation to climate change.
Each local government is required to comply
with the National Environmental Strategy.
However, after the change of authority, the

priority given to environmental issues may
vary. It is the citizens who are responsible for
keeping this issue alive.
Q: Are citizens aware of this?
A: It still does not exist (the awareness), but it
is not an absolute reality.
We have a long way to go in terms of legal
culture and participation, although we have
made progress. This matter must be rethought
every year. New generations see it differently,
women, men, people of towns and the
peasantry. However, the process is taking
place. Cedel’s role is to help make it happen
during a reasonable period of time.
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/02/qa-climate-change-frontand-centre-in-cuban-development-model/

Real Pragmatism for Real Climate
Change: Interview with Dr. John
Abraham
by James Stafford | Tue, 26 March 2013 23:10

At a time when extreme
weather incidents are causing
billions in damages, businesses,
governments and the public need
the right information to make the
right decisions. The bad news
is that nature of superstorms like Hurricane
Sandy has a human fingerprint. The good news
is that if man is harming the climate, man can
also do something about it.
Dr. John Abraham is a thermal sciences
researcher and professor at the University of
St. Thomas, in Minnesota who has straddled
many worlds in his quest for answers to climate
change, from working with the US defense
industry to pro-bono work creating low-cost
energy solutions to Africa’s remote areas.
In an exclusive interview with Oilprice.com,
Dr. Abrahams discusses:
• What climate change REALLY means
• How the Earth’s warming bears a human
fingerprint
• How we can do something now about
climate change, with today’s technology
• How and why the public remains ill-informed
on the issue
• How Hurricane Sandy can be viewed from
the climate change spectrum
• How the Earth’s warming has a human
fingerprint
• Where the silver lining in all of this is
• Why Keystone XL will probably (but
shouldn’t) be green-lighted

•
•

How ‘micro-wind’ may be a hot seller in our
renewable future
How the future could see a merger of
interests in the fossil fuel and alternative
energy sectors

James Stafford: It is hard to imagine that
our industrialization is NOT contributing to
climate change in some significant way; still, this
message meets with myriad roadblocks when
attempting to portray it to a non-scientific
public. And politics has hijacked the debate to
an extent that has polarized the public. What
should the message be, and how should it be
delivered? Is the polarization irreversible?
John Abraham: First, the main message is:
1. Humans are causing climate change,
we’ve know that for well over 100 years
2. We can do something about it now, with
today’s technology
3. If we make smart decisions, not only will
we help the climate, we will create jobs,
improve national security, and diversify
our energy supply
4. Doing nothing about the problem is a
choice, with tremendous costs
Now, you are right, what should be a scientific
issue has become a political issue. There are a
number of reasons for that. It is clear that a lot
of money is spent by organizations that want
to ensure we do not invest in clean renewable
energy or conservation. But that isn’t the entire
story.
A major indicator of how people feel about
climate science is how they view collective
action. Persons who think working together
on a shared problem (like energy and climate)
can lead to exciting and profitable solutions are
much more likely to accept the science. People
who reject collective action or government
intervention are much less likely to accept the
science. The real tragedy is that many people
in this latter category could develop the
technologies to lead us into the energy future;
instead they have held our country back. We
are now at a technological disadvantage and
every year we delay taking action increases the
future costs to ourselves and our children.
James Stafford: Earlier this month, we
conducted an interview with former TV
meteorologist Anthony Watts, whose thoughts
on climate change have been very controversial.
Watts describes himself as a “pragmatic skeptic”
on climate change. In your opinion, why is this
“pragmatic skepticism” so controversial and

how do you think it contributes to the dynamics
of the climate change debate?
John Abraham: The fact is that Mr. Watts
is not a pragmatic sceptic. Real scientists are
sceptical by nature. We don’t believe what our
colleagues tell us until we verify it for ourselves.
Scientists honestly develop views of how the
world works and they test those views by
experimentation. As a result of approximately
150 years of climate science, the vast majority
of scientists are convinced that humans are
a major cause of climate change. Mr. Watts,
on the other hand, dismisses evidence that
is counter to his viewpoint. That is not
scepticism--that is plain denial.
Let me expand on this by going back to his
interview. Mr. Watts’s claimed that:
“’Global warming’ suggests a steady linear
increase in temperature, but since that isn’t
happening, proponents have shifted to the more
universal term “climate change,” which can be
liberally applied to just about anything observable
in the atmosphere.”
First, scientists have never predicted a linear
increase in temperature--we are not that naive.
Things are much more complex than that.
Mr. Watts also argues that “proponents” have
shifted from using the phrase global warming to
“climate change”. He didn’t bother telling you
that this was actually suggested by a conservative
consultant, Frank Luntz, as a way to reduce
public concern. Ironically, “climate change” is
a better description of what is happening, and
climate scientists use it to be more accurate.
Let me give you some examples....
In these areas, and others, the changes are
not just “warming” but the far more complex
reality: the climate is changing.
Mr. Watts and others who deny that humans
are a major cause of climate change have helped
to create an environment where scientists are
attacked mercilessly for their science. I have
been attacked numerous times on Mr. Watts’s
website, as have my colleagues. How can we
encourage young scientists to go into this field
when they are promised personal attacks and
vilification? Fortunately, young bright scientists
go into this field anyway and I am excited about
the new crop of young minds that are rising
through the ranks.
James Stafford: Watts spends a great deal of
time discussing the “heat sink” effect in urban
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areas. Can you offer us an alternative view on
what this means in terms of climate change?
John Abraham: This issue has been the calling
card of Mr. Watts. Unfortunately, he did not
disclose much in his comments.
He didn’t tell you that he actually published a
paper on this subject a few years ago where he
concluded that temperature sensor siting had
no impact on temperature trends.
He didn’t tell you that other groups have looked
at this issue and made similar conclusions.
He didn’t tell you that recently a Koch-funded
study looked at this issue and concluded that
the real climate scientists were right: locations
of temperature sensors didn’t matter.
He didn’t tell you that he initially supported the
Koch-funded study until the results were made
known.
He didn’t tell you that measurements of the
atmosphere made by weather balloons and
satellites agree the Earth is warming.
He didn’t tell you that measurements of the
ocean show a significant and long-term increase
in temperature.
He didn’t tell you that the vast majority of glaciers
are losing ice, as are Greenland and Antarctica.
Finally, he didn’t tell you that in the last 30 years,
approximately 75% of the Arctic ice which
remains at the end of the melting season has
disappeared. It isn’t surprising that Mr. Watts
disagrees with all of these other researchers.
What I was surprised by was the fact he seems
to disagree with his own research.
James Stafford: Would you describe your
own view as “pragmatic”?
John Abraham: I work mainly in the private
sector, and I am strongly motivated by the belief
that while we are causing climate change, we
can do meaningful things right now to slow it
down. I am also truly pragmatic.
One outcome of being pragmatic is that I search
for efficient and low-cost solutions to our
problems. If someone were to show me that
adaptation would be cheaper than mitigation,
I would support adaptation. If someone were
to show me that the “solutions” to climate
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change are more expensive than just ignoring
it, I would opt for ignoring it.
I have, however, come to a few conclusions
on this topic. It is clear that climate change is
happening, humans are a main cause, and the
consequences will be expensive. It is also clear
that the public is not well informed on this
topic. When we are not well informed, we are
likely to make poor decisions. It is also clear to
me that many of the solutions to climate change
involve wiser use of our energy supplies and, as
a result, we will save money.
Much of my work is pro bono. I have travelled
to Africa multiple times, bringing low cost
energy to remote locations at my own expense.
I do not want to be accused of using energy/
environmental issues to my own benefit. A fact
that would surprise my detractors is that I have
also worked for many years for the defense
industry.
James Stafford: Is there any way to remove
the “camp” element from the issue of climate
change? How far do disastrous weather
events—like Hurricane Sandy—go towards
reshaping the climate change debate.
John Abraham: It is a piece of irony that a
few weeks before superstorm Sandy hit, Mr.
Watts wrote to me, forwarding demeaning
comments in response to an interview I
had given about hurricanes becoming more
powerful in a warming world. In his remarks
to you he stated...
“The idea that Hurricane Sandy, a minor class 1
storm, was somehow connected to CO2-driven
‘climate change’ is ludicrous.”
Well, scientists studying this disagree with him.
As the oceans warm, hurricanes become more
severe. They have increased rainfall, more
intense winds, and higher storm surges. We
can even quantify some of the impacts. With
respect to Sandy, the human impact was likely
about 8-10 inches of the storm surge, about
15% of the precipitation, and the very warm
oceans (partly human caused) off the Eastern
Coast made Sandy larger and travel further
north than it otherwise would have.
Finally, it is likely that Sandy took an unusual
turn westward because of pressure zones
caused by the loss of Arctic ice. So, were it not
for humans, Sandy may never have hit the US
at all! It isn’t just me saying this, it is experts in
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the field. There are many articles that clearly
show human emissions are increasing extreme
weather events.
In your interview with Mr. Watts, he claimed
that the IPCC reports no “trends at all” in
severe weather. He must not have read the
IPCC reports, which state otherwise. The next
IPCC report, called the AR5 report was leaked
to the public early, partially with the help of Mr.
Watt’s own website. Nevertheless, he must
not have read the report. But it isn’t only the
IPCC report that discusses extreme weather,
it is other scientific articles like this one, this
one, or this one. There are many many other
articles that clearly show human emissions are
increasing extreme weather events.
I look at the price tag of Sandy, and the price
tag of the devastating drought of 2012, and the
similar Texas/Oklahoma heat waves of 2011
and I ask two questions: First, are humans
partly to blame for these expensive disasters
(over $100 billion)? Second, if we are, is there
something we should do about it?
My answer to those two questions is yes. I
believe we can solve this problem with today’s
technology. I think we can choose to use
energy more wisely and efficiently. I think we
can expand clean energy generation and power
much of our country from the farm fields of
the Midwest, create jobs, improve national
security, and diversify our energy portfolio.
James Stafford: How is the issue of global
warming, or climate change, being manipulated
by the media in both directions?
John Abraham: No one wants to damage the
environment and persons in the media don’t
want to report poorly. But many media people
believe that their duty is to “show both sides
equally” as if this were some debate about
foreign policy or which soda tastes better.
Climate science, as all climate scientists know, is
complicated. It takes years of study to understand
the interconnections within the climate. When
faced with this complexity, it is much easier to
just find two representatives of each side to tell
their story. Unfortunately, this leads to public
misunderstanding, and the belief there is more
controversy or uncertainty than actually exists.
Perhaps more important though is the ideology
problem. Many people, Mr. Watts included,
are committed to an ideology that precludes
the ability to objectively view the science. As a

result, they convey incorrect information to their
readers who then are not able to make informed
decisions. The business community is left with
an information vacuum and there will be financial
consequences because of this. The business
community deserves better information than
they are getting. They deserve to be armed with
real facts so that they can make good decisions
to protect their investments and their society.

but their by-product (petroleum coke) is being
used as a dirty replacement of coal.
Rather than approve this pipeline, and further
contribute to driving society over the climate
cliff, we should invest in long-term clean
renewable energy production right here in the
United States. If we did this, we would receive
the economic benefits and the world’s climate
would improve at the same time.

James Stafford: Ultimately, then, do we have
the ability to accurately determine how much
of global warming is attributed to man-made
causes and how much is evolutionary climate
change, so to speak?

James Stafford: Will Keystone XL eventually
be green-lighted? Do we really need it?

John Abraham: Well the first science on
greenhouse gases was performed in the mid
1800s. This isn’t a “new” science. It is well
tested. It isn’t just that the Earth is warming that
convinces scientists. It is warming in the way
scientists have anticipated. It has the fingerprints
of humans. It doesn’t have the fingerprints of
natural causes like the sun or changes to the
Earth’s orbit – indeed, scientists have ruled out
the possibility that natural causes can explain
what we are observing worldwide. These two
factors, more than anything else, have convinced
scientists that humans are mainly responsible.
While that seems like bad news, there is a silver
lining: it means we can take meaningful action
to slow climate change. What would be more
depressing, knowing that we are changing the
climate but that we can do something about
it or thinking the changes were natural and
mistakenly thinking we were powerless?
James Stafford: Are there any genuine
environmental concerns about the Keystone
XL pipeline? Are there genuine long-term
climate concerns over this pipelines dirty tar
sands content?
John Abraham: In order to avoid the most
serious and expensive consequences of climate
change, we need to reduce carbon emissions.
Expansion of Keystone is not consistent with
that goal. The total amount of oil in the Alberta
Tar sands is equivalent to six Saudi Arabia’s. Mr.
Watts and others have claimed that the oil will be
burned regardless but just because this statement
is uttered doesn’t make it true. Approval of
Keystone will increase production by about 3540% and it will lock us into a long-term supply of
the dirtiest of the dirty fossil fuels. Not only are
Alberta tar sands dirtier than conventional oil,

John Abraham: We don’t know what the
Administration will decide: my personal belief
is that it will be approved and the Obama
Administration will propose a quid pro quo
approach to the environment--approving
Keystone but enacting other policies to reduce
emissions. The problem is that a quid pro quo
doesn’t help the climate. It changes a fast burn
to a slow simmer. From a political standpoint,
if the Obama Administration, with John Kerry
as Secretary of State, cannot say “no” to the
dirtiest of the dirty fuels, it would show that
we cannot say no to anything. I hope I am
wrong about this.
James Stafford: There is a lot of discussion right
now about “Snowball Earth”—an event 635
million years ago in which Earth was covered
by ice and now this was apparently reversed
by an ‘ultra-high carbon dioxide atmosphere’.
What can we learn from this and how can this
contribute to the ongoing climate debate?
John Abraham: We have learned that the
Earth’s climate has shifted radically in the
past for natural reasons. Indeed, we have a
good understanding of these changes. These
shifts have occurred over very long periods
of time. Human society has developed very
recently, in a remarkably stable climate, and
our infrastructure is tailored to the present
conditions. We need to be mindful of pushing
the climate into one of its wild swings that
would cause significant economic costs.
Interestingly, the Earth recovered from
“snowball” conditions by the same greenhouse
gases we are concerned about now. It is a
testament to the power of carbon dioxide.
James Stafford: Is nuclear power dead?
Should it be dead? There is much talk about the
development of smaller, safer reactors. How far
are we from developing and commercializing

new nuclear technology?
John Abraham: Perhaps the only thing Mr.
Watts and I agree upon. Nuclear power
can produce energy without reliance upon
sometimes unreliable wind or sunshine. It can
provide a low carbon alternative to coal. I think
we should invest in the development of the
next generation nuclear reactors that can play
an important role in supplying a clean-energy
portfolio.
James Stafford: You have been involved in
numerous alternative energy projects. Which
alternative energy sector has the most potential
over the next 5 years … over the next decade?
John Abraham: I am particularly interested
to see where microwind power goes. I have
numerous articles on this topic here, here, and
here for examples. This technology has the
potential of supplying energy at the production
site: to businesses, homes, telecommunication
equipment, and other infrastructure.
James Stafford: Did the US jump the gun
on the ethanol mandate? There seems to
be a consensus emerging that we weren’t
quite ready for this on a number of levels.
There are two bills in Congress attempting
to either delay or reverse this mandate and
the commercialization of E15. What do you
predict the outcome of this will be?
John Abraham: I wrote an important paper
on this very topic in 2009. We looked at how
viable corn ethanol is and compared it to other
biofuel sources. We concluded that at best,
corn-based ethanol is a bridge fuel that can
help the development of the next generation
of plant-based fuels which use less water and
can be harvested on marginal lands.
James Stafford: Is there any room for a
merger of interests here between the fossil fuels
industry and the alternative energy industry?
John Abraham: When we can show that clean
and renewable energy is the engine that will
provide economic opportunity in the future,
fossil fuel companies will, I hope, work to bring
to market those technologies which not only
produce energy, but create jobs and improve
the climate. We aren’t there yet but there is
always hope.
http://oilprice.com/Interviews/Real-Pragmatism-for-RealClimate-Change-Interview-with-Dr.-John-Abraham.html
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Open Window
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change

Global Climate Observing System
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/gcos/index.php?name=AboutGCOS

http://unfccc.int/meetings/doha_nov_2012/meeting/6815.php

COP 18. CMP 8 Host Country Website

World Wide Fund for Nature Australia

http://www.cop18.qa/en-us/homepage.aspx

http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/global_warming_and_
climate_change/

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/climatechange/gateway/

IPIECA
http://www.ipieca.org/focus-area/climate-change

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
http://www.ipcc.ch/

Kenya Climate Change Working Group
http://www.kccwg.org/
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Column
The Beijing Imperium
March 29, 2013, Business Standard, Column,
Mihir S Sharma

The People’s Republic
of China, as we all know,
makes everything. It also
owns a great deal - scary
ships and even scarier bits
of paper with promises of
money on them. It throws
its weight around in international affairs, and
bullies its neighbours. And yet, as its president,
Xi Jinping, stressed repeatedly at the BRICS
summit this week, it would like to be treated
as a developing country.
China is not a developing country, and it should
stop pretending to be one. And India should
stop enabling this diplomatic deception.
Jinping is a fan of the BRICS summits, the
travelling court of the Beijing Imperium, and
all its associated anti-Western, third-world
trumpeting. The BRICS serves the purpose
of allowing China to hide behind genuine
developing countries like India and South Africa
in order to decry the unfairness of a world
order in which, as it happens, it is doing pretty
well - Security Council seat, remember? - if not
as well as it imagines it deserves.
The BRICS leaders’ brilliant idea that they
need to replace the World Bank, that hideous
relic of World War II-era Eurocentrism, with a
developing country-run infrastructure finance
bank, is a classic example of the dangerous
nonsense resulting from India’s blind refusal
to challenge China’s “developing country”
status. The World Bank is supposed to
lend to developing countries to build their
infrastructure. China would like voting rights
assigned proportional to each country’s
contribution to the bank’s corpus; since nobody
else has any many - being real developing
countries, remember - that means China will

get control, and disburse funds as it pleases in
order to promote its own national interests
in the resource-rich developing world, all
the while hiding behind the supposed moral
authority other four members of the BRICS.
Imperial Beijing will build the infrastructure it
needs; but it will be cleverer than Rome with
its roads, or the Raj with its railways. That
this proposal should have lasted two whole
summits without being thrown out on its
ear is something Manmohan Singh should be
ashamed of. At the very least he’s been forced
to point out that New Delhi hasn’t that much
money to give, and so it’s uncomfortable with
proportional voting rights.
Meanwhile, Jinping, that eminent, idealistic
Nehruvian, has a Panchsheel to offer us,
apparently: five points that he suggests should
guide India’s relationship with China. Here
they are. I annotate each with a translation
from Advanced Party Doublespeak into
plain language. One: “Maintain strategic
communication and keep bilateral relations
on the right track.” Translation: Have lots of
summits to attack the West, please, and don’t
make a noise about dams or our naval bases
or our help to Pakistan. Two: “Harness each
other’s comparative strength and expand
win-win cooperation in infrastructure, mutual
investment and other areas.” Translation: our
comparative advantage is in making things. Yours
is buying them. Get it? If not, Jairam Ramesh,
who invented the word “Chindia” and shut all
your manufacturing down for you, will explain.
Three: “Strengthen cultural ties and increase
mutual understanding and friendship between
our peoples.” Translation: Our rise is peaceful,
so stop distrusting us, or else. Four: “Expand
coordination and collaboration in multilateral
affairs to jointly safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of developing countries and tackle
global challenges.” Translation: Try even harder
to hate the West. They are imperialists, trying
to dominate all us poor developing countries.
Yankee Go Home. Five: “Accommodate each
other’s core concerns and properly handle
problems and differences existing between
the two countries.” Translation: I thought I told
you not to make a noise!

definitely is. It has as much chance of matching
China economically and militarily as it does
of beating it at the Olympic medal tally. So,
naturally, confrontation is not the answer.
Remember, India speaking loudly while China
carries a big stick is what got us 1962.
But I would think, for our self-respect and in
our national interest, we shouldn’t roll over
and play dead, either. The problem is that New
Delhi’s bureaucratic and intellectual circles are
so invested in a post-colonial conception of the
West as evil exploiters and everyone in Asia
as our natural allies that they wind up making
the oddly racist assumption that imperialism
is something only white people try. Thus,
mouthing pious anti-imperialist shibboleths,
India is willing to serve the Beijing Imperium
through the BRICS Bank. Or New Delhi actually, Jairam Ramesh again - will invite
China, since 2006 the world’s biggest polluter,
to pretend it’s a put-upon developing country
at climate-change negotiations and hide behind
India’s need to step up emissions.
Far more sensible than anyone in New Delhi’s
corridors of power, evidently, is the governor
of the Central Bank of Nigeria, Lamido Sunusi,
who wrote a widely-read op-ed in The Financial
Times last week where he pointed out that
Africa is willingly opening itself up to Chinese
imperialism: “China is no longer a fellow
under-developed economy - it is the world’s
second-biggest, capable of the same forms
of exploitation as the West. It is a significant
contributor to Africa’s deindustrialisation and
underdevelopment.”
Wise words, those. India’s manufacturing has
shown no growth for quarter after quarter.
Chinese goods fill our markets. We want to
denude our forests to sell them iron ore. This
is colonialism; the struggling West’s feeble
investment is not.
China is not a fellow developing country. But
it is still a competitor, and one streets ahead.
At the very least, India should stop giving it a
helping hand.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/thebeijing-imperium-113032900383_1.html

Not that we could make a real noise. It is
important to remember that, while China
is no longer a developing country, India very
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Viewpoint
Other Voices: Can Climate Science
Communication Matter?
January 29, 2013, New York Times, Andrew C
Revkin

The first 15 years or so of my
coverage of the greenhouse
effect and global warming
focused on geophysical and
environmental
questions,
along with energy and forest
policy. Around 2005 I started
paying more attention to the
internal climate — meaning,
how human perception, or misperception,
of climate science and environmental risk
influences the decisions, or indecision, of
individuals and societies in the face of climate
change.
One of my most valued guides in examining what
I’ve taken to calling our “inconvenient mind”
(explained in my recent Princeton lecture)
has been Dan Kahan of the Yale Law School.
His august title there is Elizabeth K. Dollard
Professor of Law and Professor of Psychology
at Yale Law School, but my favorite incarnation
of Kahan is as the driving force behind the
Cultural Cognition Project, which has shown
empirically that powerful predispositions shape
how we select and react to information. Kahan
has posted a useful short blog entry today
answering a simple question: “What would I
advise climate science communicators?”
Here are some excerpts and a link to the full
post:
This is what I was asked by a thoughtful person
who is assisting climate-science communicators
to develop strategies for helping the public to
recognize the best available evidence–so that
those citizens can themselves make meaningful
decisions about what policy responses best fit
their values. I thought others might benefit
from seeing my responses, and from seeing
alternative or supplementary ones that the
billions of thoughtful people who read this blog
religiously (most, I’m told, before they even
get out of bed everyday) might contribute.
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So below are the person’s questions (more or
less) and my responses:
1. What is the most important influence
or condition affecting the efficacy of
science communication relating to climate
change?
In my view, “the quality of the science
communication environment” is the single most
important factor determining how readily ordinary
people will recognize the best available evidence
on climate change and what its implications are
for policy. That’s the most important factor
determining how readily they will recognize the
best available scientific evidence relevant to all
manner of decisions they make in their capacity
as consumers, parents, citizens—you name it.

Feature
A play speaks a 100 words
March 27, 2013, The New Indian Express,
Kochi,

People are remarkably good at figuring out
who knows what about what. That is the
special rational capacity that makes it possible
for them to make reliable use of so much
more scientific knowledge than they could
realistically be expected to understand in a
technical sense.
The “science communication environment”
consists of all the normal, and normally reliable,
signs and processes that people use to figure out
what is known to science. Most of these signs
and processes are bound up with the normal
interactions inside communities whose
members share basic outlooks on life. There
are lots of different communities of that sort
in our society, but usually their members
converge on what is known to science.
But when positions on a fact that admits of
scientific investigation (“is the earth heating
up?”; “does the HPV vaccine promote unsafe
sex among teenage girls?”) becomes entangled
with the values and outlooks of diverse
communities—and becomes, in effect, a symbol
of one’s membership and loyalty in one or
another group—then people in those groups
will end up in states of persistent disagreement
and confusion. These sorts of entanglements
(and the influences that cause them) are in effect
a form of pollution in the science communication
environment, one that disables people from
reliably discerning what is known to science.
The science communication environment
is filled with these sorts of toxins on climate
change. We need to use our intelligence to figure
out how to clean our science communication
environment up.
http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/29/othervoices-can-climate-science-communication-matter/
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What’s a good way to learn a foreign language?
Watch cartoons or TV shows aired in that
language? Or, listen to recording tapes with
titles like ‘Learn to Speak so-and-so language
Fluently in 20 days’? All these are fun and
tried and tested learning aids but UK- based
theatre actor Natasha Betteridge has a more
interesting idea - in 100 words.
The 100 Words Project aims to ‘challenge
young people to learn at least 100 words of
another language by writing, filming and sharing
100 word plays’.
“The aim is to get the essence of another
country’s culture in 100 words of their
language,” she said, talking to ‘Express’ on
the sidelines of a training programme in
Thiruvananthapuram recently. “This will
help young people develop language and
communication skills while enhancing their
inter-cultural awareness. Moreover, they can
give full reign to their imagination.”
The idea for the project was born on a trip
to Beijing, China a few years ago. As Beijing
was slated to host the 2008 Olympics, the
government required people working in the
service sector to learn 100 sentences of a
foreign language.

“This was the inspiration for me and I figured
there was a lot you could do with a language
just by learning 100 words,” said Betteridge,
who along with Rachel Parslew set up One
Hundred Words Inc, in 2005 to create projects
that “connect people in China and the UK
through theatre, film and digital technology
as platforms for communication between the
different cultures.”
Betteridge, a theatre director, felt it would
be a good opportunity for development for
aspiring young play-writers, performers and
directors if they could write a script in just
100 words.
This was soon also developed as a language
learning project for school students as well.
In partnership with the British Council’s
Connecting Classrooms, the 100 Words has
aims, as mentioned before, “to challenge young
people in Connecting Classrooms partnerships
to learn at least 100 words of the language of
their partners by writing, filming and sharing
100 word plays.”
“How this works is the British Council brings
two schools together in a partnership,”
explained Betteridge. “Then the ,students stay
in touch with each other through e-mails and
Skype and they’ll work together and decide on
a topic.
They write plays, films or musicals in 100
words of each other’s language. They film it
and share it online.” Betteridge said that she
was constantly surprised by how much can be
said in 100 words.
“I’ve had plays on everything from child labour
to climate change to domestic comedies,” she
said.
This year’s 100 words and Connecting
Classrooms Alchemy project is open to all
schools across South Asia working with British
Council under the Connecting Classrooms
programme.
For more information log on to http://schoolsonline.
britishcouncil.org/node/20982.
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/article1518415.ece

Ngo Vignettes
National Climate Ethics Campaign
Climate change is a very real, dangerous, and rapidly worsening problem
with deep moral and ethical implications. The International Energy
Agency in May said that CO2 emissions in 2010 were the highest in
history. Atmospheric concentrations of CO2 have now risen to levels that
are precariously close to pushing global temperatures beyond 2º C (3.6 º
F). Bold and decisive action is needed to prevent temperatures from rising to this tragic and
potentially irreversible level.
The U.S. has failed to take aggressive action on climate change in large part because the issue
has been framed around economic self-interest: opponents of action claim that the costs to
jobs and the economy are too high; proponents of action claim emission reductions will create
jobs and be good for the economy.
Missing from this debate is the deeply disturbing moral and ethical implications of climate change.
In early 2011, a group of 27 people representing conservative and liberal organizations and
constituencies from across the nation came together to form the Climate Ethics Campaign. The
campaign seeks to make clear to leaders at every level of society that when deciding if or how
to respond to climate change we must acknowledge and act on our nation’s long held moral
and ethical principles: to protect current and future generations from unjustifiable suffering and
death, to act in a just and equitable manner, and to protect the Earth’s natural systems that
support all life, including ours.
Acting on these moral and ethical principles requires that the U.S. rapidly reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, prepare for climate change, help the people most impacted here and abroad
respond to the impacts, and support policies to achieve those goals.
The campaign steering committee has written a ‘Statement of our Nation’s Moral Responsibility
to Address Climate Change.’ Because climate change affects everyone, we are now seeking
signatures of endorsement on the statement from Republicans and Democrats as well as
conservatives, moderates, liberals and all other leaders from the public, private, academic,
and non-profit sectors nationwide. It will be released to President Obama, Congress, each
governor, key leaders within the private sector, and the media in the fall.
Following the release of the statement, the campaign will assist organizations, sectors and
communities nationwide to continually insist that when making decisions about energy use,
emission reductions, or climate preparedness and adaptation our moral obligations must hold
equal or greater weight to economic or national self-interest.

A Moral Call to Action on Climate Change…
A broad range of religious and faith-based groups and others, organized five consecutive days of
activities on the climate crisis in Washington, D.C on Earth Day and the week after, April 22-26.
Interfaith Moral Action On Climate, which The National Climate Ethics Campaign is a member
of, organized an action on April 24th that began with a sunrise vigil at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
memorial, a multifaith service at NY Avenue Presbyterian Church, a religious procession down
Pennsylvania Avenue to Capitol Hill and meetings with Obama Administration agencies and
members of Congress. Local interfaith vigils during this week were also called for.
Please join us. http://climateethicscampaign.org/
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Media Analysis
Environment being an extremely gravitious
and sensitive aspect, its adequate coverage
becomes all the more mandatory. It is almost
the backbone of our survival and consistent
maintenance on earth. Electronic media needs
to lend the required space and structure to the
environment that it rightly holds. Its only then
that a mature and palpable interaction will be
made possible.
Undoubtedly society and electronic media
are congenially intertwined. They have very
symbiotic relationship and have extraneous
influence on each other. However the need is
to accommodate environment effectively so
that the validity of its essence is comprehended
and widespread understanding is generated.
CMS ENVIS centre reviews and track the
electronic media to understand the percentage
of coverage of environment issues vis-à-vis
business, sports, crime, entertainment and
political stories. The data is also collected
on the time spent on the coverage. All the
mainline news channels are monitored for this
purpose on 365 days on yearly basis. The data
is sourced from CMS Media Lab. CMS ENVIS
Centre has been collating data for analysing
the prominent news channels coverage on
environment and wildlife issues in the month
of January – March 2013.

Methodology
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Clasification
JAN

Analysis of primetime coverage of
stories (January-March 2013)

No. of Stories

%

International Affairs

788

32.93

National Politics

794

33.18

Environment & Wildlife

11

0.46

Film & Entertainment

258

10.78

Crime

The primetime slot on six prominent news
channels during the month of January-march
2013 was dominated by news on international
affairs, crime and national politics. In the month
of January there were a total of 788 stories
on international affairs, 542 stories on crime
and 794 stories on national politics occupying
32.93%, 22.65% and 33.18% of primetime
respectively. On environment and wildlife
there were just 11 stories taking 0.46% of
primetime. In February, National Politics once
again dominated with 574 stories, crime as usual
remained the second favorite beat of the news
channels with 346 stories and international
affairs rounded of the top 3 . Environment and
wildlife, had a paltry 6 stories and remained
at the bottom with just 0.40% of primetime
coverage. In March 2013 the supremacy of
Crime Stories continued on the primetime
slots with 746 stories while environment and
wildlife remained at the bottom with just 34
stories. The second lowest coverage was
recorded by National Politics. In terms of
primetime percentage Crime stories topped

90

542

22.65

Total

2393

100.00

FEB

No. of Stories

%

International Affairs

326

21.75

National Politics

574

38.29

6

0.40

Film & Entertainment

247

16.48

Crime

346

23.08

Total

1499

100.00

MAR

Environment & Wildlife

No. of Stories

%

International Affairs

592

24.28

National Politics

662

27.15

Environment & Wildlife

34

1.39

Film & Entertainment

404

16.57

Crime
Total

746

30.60

2438

100.00

Primetime coverage of
stories on news channels
percentage)

(in
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Over the years CMS Media Lab a team of CMS
(the host organisation) has acted as a source for
the CMS ENVIS Centre for data/ information on
environment and wildlife issues being covered
by the media. The content analysis broadly
covers qualitative and quantitative aspects.
Prime time band: The prime time
programming is the industry benchmark in
News television for all significant events and
issues that are prominently covered on a
particular day.
Six mainstream news channels: DD News,
Aaj Tak, NDTV 24X7, ABP News, Zee News
and CNN-IBN.
Recording: The recorded tapes were then
previewed and the news stories listed under

with 30.60% of primetime telecast, followed
by National Politics (27.15%). International
Affair occupied 24.28% of primetime slot,
followed by Film and Entertainment stories
(16.57%). Environment and wildlife got a
meager 1.39% of the coverage.

various classifications and categories to
generate quantitative data.
Logging: The news content on the above
mentioned channels were listed and
documented in the log sheets.
Coding: The stories were classified and
separately coded (e.g. politics, business, sports,
environmental news etc.).
Environment related stories: The theme
specific stories were separately reviewed and
analysed.
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Star News
Zee News
Channels Name
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0
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NDTV 24X7

Research

Look Forward in Anger?
Climate Change Communication and
Young People in India and the UK
Tomar Alka* and Dr Hibberd Matthew#

INTRODUCTION
2007 Synthesis Report of Inter Governmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) argues that “warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as
is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and
ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising global
average sea level.”
In June 2008, the former UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair, argued: “The world
has woken up to climate change. Now it needs to know what to do”.
This calls for an effective communication, public outreach, and education
as a way to increase support is perhaps nowhere more pressing than in
the context of climate change. The growing scientific consensus on the
reality and causes of climate change, as well as scientists’ increasingly
urgent message that climate change is underway, and at the current rate
of greenhouse gas emissions, will lead to significant and increasingly severe
impacts, call for concerted response. Creating a Climate for Change
explores how communications efforts can be fortified to make them
better serve community’s capability to respond to a challenge requiring
policy and individual action.
Hence the Article 6 of the UNFCCC clearly addresses the importance
of climate change communication to the general public and of engaging
stakeholders in the issue. It further highlights the responsibility of the
participating countries to develop and implement educational and public
awareness programs on climate change and its effects, to ensure public
access to information, and to promote public participation in addressing
the issue (UNFCCC, 2008).
This paper is based on the empirical qualitative study on Indian and
UK youth’s attitude and behaviour and climate change communication.
With the age group of age 16-24, the study period was 2009 -2011 with
support of UK and India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI), British
Council. The study was conducted in four Indian states (Delhi, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh) and two UK counties, as well as on
how promotional campaigns respond to these attitudes and concerns.
Ms Jayanthi Natarajan, Minister of Environment and Forests, Government
of India in her speech in High Level Segment of 17th Conference of Parties
(Cop 17), Durban, December 7, 2011 stated:
India is a large country but with a very small carbon footprint. Our per
capita emission is only 1.7 tonnes per annum. Our modeling studies show

that, even in 2030, with a growth rate of 8-9 per cent per annum, our per
capita emissions will not exceed 3.7 tonnes. India’s Prime Minister has
already stated that we will follow a growth path that will help us remain
sustainable and not emulate the fossil fuel-intensive growth path followed
by developed countries in the past.
While climate change is significantly transforming social, economic as well
as ecological processes what is needed at this point of time is to persuade
the people to change their lifestyles and promote more sustainable living.
Will any specific campaign or media messaging going to have lasting
impact?
The study and its results are much more relevant in these contexts
and explored these questions
There are a number of barriers for promoting lifestyle changes and
assessing their impact on audience behaviour. Perhaps the biggest challenge
in designing and implementing promotional campaigns encouraging ecofriendly lifestyles is audience diversity. This is especially so in developing
countries, like India, where socio-economic levels and lifestyles across
society vary so widely. The study also focussed on the fact that India is
diverse country and as per the Census of India, “the population under 34
years is around 41% and approx. 8.7 % of youth population is between
the age group of 20-24 years”.
“Youth are asked what they think on crucial issues that affect their futurelike climate change-but their recommendations and ideas are filed away
in a government back room instead of being raised in parliament and
acted upon,” Keenan, a Indian Youth Climate Change Network (IYCN)
representative argued. (http://www.worldwatch.org/node/6214)
The Study Aim and Objectives
Drawing on range of climate change communication issues and campaigns
the study had two objectives:
• To evaluate the climate change messages effectiveness and
challenges (correct knowledge, relevance, suitability, mobilisation,
motivation, challenges and sustainability) in the climate change
communication campaigns.
• To which degree and extent climate change campaigns messages
provide information which is relevant to urban and rural young
people (keeping language, literacy, gender, age, socio-economic
levels, gender and lifestyles) and play a positive role in mobilising
youth for adopting a sustainable life style.
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The Study Research Questions

AIM: To evaluate the effectiveness of climate change messages in promotional campaigns and the media
Objective

Area of Research

Research question
Do you understand climate change?
Is climate change topic of your interest?
What is the primary source for your knowledge regarding climate change?

Representation and degree Correct Knowledge
to which Promotional
campaigns and other
media messages provide
information relevant to
young people.
Relevance

What are the issues related to climate change?
How global warming is related to human activities?
Is climate change related to India?
How is Indian media covering climate change?
Can you contribute something towards mitigating effects of climate change?
Can you recall any promotional campaign, media message related to climate change?
Did you like the content of the campaign/message?

Suitable

Do you feel the campaign/message was a success/failure in understanding the climate change?
In your opinion, was campaign/message able to address the issues related to climate change?

Extent to which
promotion campaigns and
media messages play a
positive role in mobilising
youth for a
sustainable life style.

Mobilisation

Does the campaign/media message represent the youth?

Motivation

Is the campaign/media message able to engage the youth?

Challenges

What are the challenges in engaging the youth?

Sustainability

Difference between rural and urban youth audiences
Challenges in engaging rural and urban youth?
Evaluation strategies to gauge the success or failure of the promotional campaigns

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY
1.

Our main methodological tool was in depth interviews and focus
group meetings with young people. We examined how promotional
campaigns and media messages are evaluated as successes or failure
by young people. We undertook to complete focus group meetings
with members of the public in the UK and India to ascertain their
opinions to the promotional campaigns under study and issues
relating to climate change.

2.

We also asked young people questions about their knowledge or
understanding of climate change and also what might make them
change their lifestyles. In conducting focus groups we endeavoured
to cover a broad spectrum of socio-economic groups.

3.

We also selected three case studies of promotional campaigns in the
UK and India (six in total), speaking to communication professionals
and participants associated with those campaigns to examine their
aims, activities and effectiveness.

4.

5.

The research targeted both urban and poorer rural youth groups
(in India’s case, some 70% of the population still live in rural areas).
Such research allowed us to examine important issues related to
resources, technologies or tradeoffs with livelihood issues that may
prevent young people from adapting their lifestyles, issues concerning
the political-economic interests that may shape how corporations
and public bodies might shape their campaigns, as well as broader
tensions between economic growth, development and environment
and relations between government, media and corporations.
We also undertook interviews with environment correspondents for
national newspapers and TV in the UK and India as well as other
communication and climate campaign professionals and government
representatives.
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6.

In India WWF India’s Earth Hour, Decentralised Energy, Greenpeace
and Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN)’s Climate Ambassadors
campaigns were included in the study. In UK WWF’s Earth Hour,
Guardian 10:10 and Stirling Councils, Scottish Government Edible
Border campaigns were studied.

KEY FINDINGS
1.

The authors noted an increasing number of climate change campaigns
being organised in 2011 to highlight public awareness to key issues.
It is encouraging that more of these campaigns appear to seek
behavioural change and grasp the need to change hearts and minds.
The British – and now global – 10:10 campaign, for instance, provide
a range of communication channels and other facilities for individuals
and organisations to reduce 10% of their carbon emission in one
year through small, gradual changes in the way they live and operate
in daily life.

2.

We found numerous examples of good practice in climate change
campaigning which sought to link activities to individual, community or
corporate operations, therefore involving local groups or employees.
Participants in India and the UK felt that climate change messages
had a better chance of being acted upon when they related to the
lives of ordinary people. Information is far from enough: people need
the momentum and practical facilities to change their lifestyles.

3.

In some instances, notably in India, there was a lack of sustained
effort in follow up work especially among rural populations. Holding
single-day activities, for example, did not help people in general
adopt measures promoting more sustainable lifestyles.

4.

There are also concerns among campaign groups and communication
professionals that evaluation data detailing the success or otherwise
of climate change campaigns is not robust enough and relies too heavily
on anecdotal or self assessment which is not then thoroughly checked.

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on COP 18/ CMP 8

5.

6.

7.

Although there was general acceptance among youth in both India
and the UK that climate change was taking place and that one main
cause was human-related activity, there was uneven knowledge of
key events relating to climate change. For example, some of our focus
group members in the UK had not heard about the ClimateGate email
leaks or the UN Climate Change conference (COP) in Copenhagen
in December 2009. The one exception to this finding was youth in
rural India, where we uncovered very low levels of understanding
about climate change. In one instance, in Chhattarpur, up to 95%
of those questioned prior to a new climate change campaign did not
fully understand how climate change was changing their traditional
ways of life and farming practices. Seasonal changes were instead
linked to traditional forms of knowledge, i.e. religion and folklore.
Our research does point to evidence linking socio-economic levels
to climate change knowledge, although we would argue that a larger
project be undertaken to explore this point more fully.
While participants in the UK understood key aspects of climate change,
there is a high degree of pessimism about current international (in)
action to tackle climate change. This is linked to broader concerns
about the state of the world economy, particularly in the UK, and
to perceived inability of leaders to tackle key social issues. As one
UK participant argued: “We are living in a society that does not
encourage much hope for the future, particularly young people, with
fewer jobs, less prospects and opportunities than there used to be.
This could contribute to a general lack of enthusiasm about many
things, including sustainability.” While we would argue that talk about
a ‘lost generation’ is too strong, failure to tackle the climate change
internationally is linked by young people to the general unease about
geo-political and economic relations.
Focus groups identified key institutions that shared blames for
discouraging youth involvement in climate change issues and for the
general state of pessimism. Among these institutions were the mass
media, primarily commercial media that bypassed the subject. Some
participants in India and the UK were also highly critical of media
coverage around climate change issues. Media organisations were
often accused of not relating climate change issues to everyday lives.
As one UK participant argued: “In terms of media coverage, I find that
climate change issues are often dry and uninteresting, particularly full
length programmes on such topics. I also think there isn’t enough
focus on the impacts of climate change on individuals and there is
often too much science involved. More focus on the real impacts to
people may be more useful, and linking impacts such as loss of pay
from not getting to work through flooding to climate change itself
are often missing.”

8.

For their part, the interviewed journalists broadly defended climate
change coverage, pointing to the complexity of the issues being
discussed. Some argued that coverage had improved in recent years
and depended less on polarised discussions as in the past.

9.

There was also evidence that key journalists understood the complex
science involved and cultivated good relations with the scientific
community. However, some pointed out that relations between
scientists and journalists had perhaps been too close and that the
ClimateGate saga had necessitated a revision of this relationship.

10. We found that only a minority of our focus group members in the
UK were actively involved in climate change campaigns. There
was a perception among focus groups that environmental causes

did not play any discernable effect on everyday lives. People felt
detached from nature. This argument chimes somewhat with Sir
David Attenborough’s recent argument that “we have a huge moral
responsibility towards the rest of the planet. A hundred years ago
people certainly had that...They were aware of the seasons and
aware of what they were doing to the land and animals around
them... So over 50% is to some degree out of touch with the natural
world and don’t even see an animal from one day to the next unless
it’s a rat or a pigeon”
11. There was a widespread concern among some focus group
members that individual actions to adopt more sustainable lifestyles
did little to help the climate change cause. Focus groups believed
that only greater and more coordinated action from central and
local government, business and civic groups could generate societywide action. There was some evidence that focus groups in both
countries would welcome tougher central measures relating to
climate change.
12. We uncovered major concerns among young people to the barriers
preventing effective measures tackling climate change. The main
barrier, as identified above, was the perceived lack of relevance to
everyday lives. Young people in our focus groups were concerned
more about future job prospects. These barriers included socioeconomic ones, linked to climate change being a low priority in
current economic and social climate; a sense of hopelessness
that no amount of individual actions could reverse centuries of
industrialisation and nation-state pollution; that climate change was
seen as being too abstract and futuristic.
13. Finally, there is a strong perception among some young people that
they will inherit a deteriorating environmental situation from older
generations. Many argued that the young generation will be required
to pay a greater price for profligacy of earlier generations. This
sense of disempowerment is, to the authors, a potentially dangerous
trend that undermines the peaceful and democratic fabric on which
countries have developed in the past 60 years.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the above findings, we recommend;
1. that national climate campaigns remain a top priority for
governments
2. that campaigns speak to the reality of ordinary people and interweave
awareness and actions into their everyday life
3. that further research into behavioural change is undertaken that
covers the following key issues:
• National guidelines or recommendations on evaluative schemes
designed and adopted so that campaigns can be more effectively
assessed and compared.
• Follow up initiatives form a larger part of all climate change
campaigns.
4. That the scientific and socio-economic study of climate change should
form a more prominent place in the national educational curricula.
*Director - CMS Environment Team of Centre for Media Studies,
New Delhi, India
#Professor, University of Stirling, UK
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Climate Change in the Indian Mind

Public Climate Change Awareness and Climate
Change Communication in China

Millions of Indians are observing changes in their local rainfall, temperatures,
and weather, report more frequent droughts and floods, and a more
unpredictable monsoon.
• A majority of respondents said their
own household’s drinking water and
food supply, health, and income are
vulnerable to a severe drought or flood
and that it would take them months to
years to recover.
•

Only 7 percent of respondents said they
know “a lot” about global warming,
while 41 percent had never heard of
it or said, “I don’t know.” However,
after hearing a short definition of global
warming, 72 percent said they believe global warming is happening,
56 percent said it is caused mostly by human activities, 50 percent
said they have already personally experienced the effects, and 61
percent said they are worried about it.

•

Scientists were the most trusted sources of information about
global warming (73%), followed by the news media (69%), and
environmental organizations (68%). Government and religious
leaders were trusted by about half of respondents.

•

54 percent said that India should be making a large or moderate-scale
effort to reduce global warming, even if it has large or moderate
economic costs.

•

Majorities favored a variety of policies to waste less fuel, water, and
energy, even if this increased costs.

•

70 percent favored a national program to teach Indians about global
warming.
Impact of a Serve Drought

The report is based on a national survey conducted in November and
December 2011 of 4,031 Indian adults, using an approximately 75 percent
urban and 25 percent rural sample. The study was designed to investigate
the current state of public climate change awareness, beliefs, attitudes,
policy support, and behavior, as well as public observations of changes
in local weather and climate patterns and self-reported vulnerability to
extreme weather events. The survey margin of error was +/-1.54%
http://environment.yale.edu/climate-communication/article/climate-change-indian-mind
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•

93 percent of respondents say they know at least a little about
climate change. 11 percent say they know a lot, 54 percent know
something, and 28 percent know just a little about it. 7 percent have
never heard of climate change.

•

55 percent say that climate change is caused mostly by human
activities, while 38 percent say that climate change is caused mostly
by natural changes in the environment.

•

78 percent of respondents say they are either very (23%) or
somewhat worried (55%) about climate change. 14 percent are not
very worried and 8 percent are not at all worried.

•

69 percent say that people in China are already being harmed by
climate change, while another 8 percent say they will be harmed
within 10 years.

•

89 percent of respondents agree and 9 percent somewhat agree
with the statement: ‘The government should pay great attention to
the issue of climate change’.

•

Majorities of respondents trust scientific institutes (89%), the
government (86%), the news media (82%), and their own friends
and family members (64%) as sources of information about
climate change. Fewer trust NGOs (41%) or corporations (38%).

http://environment.yale.edu/climate-communication/article/public-climate-change-awarenessand-climate-change-communication-in-ch
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Americans’ Global Warming Beliefs and Attitudes in
September 2012
•
•

in the United States (57%, up 11 points since March 2012), in other
modern industrialized countries (57%, up 8 points since March), and
in developing countries (64%, up 12 points since March).
Today over half of Americans (58%) say they are “somewhat” or
“very worried” - now at its highest level since November 2008.
For the first time since 2008, Americans are more likely to believe
most scientists agree that global warming is happening than believe
there is widespread disagreement on the subject (44% versus
36%, respectively). This is an increase of 9 percentage points since
March 2012.

http://environment.yale.edu/climate-communication/article/Climate-Beliefs-September-2012/

Academic Research Papers on Climate Change
Communication

Mediated Discourses on Water Scarcity and Quality
Chair: Diana Ingenhoff, (University of Fribourg)
•

•

•

Americans’ belief in the reality of global warming has increased by
13 percentage points over the past two and a half years, from 57
percent in January 2010 to 70 percent in September 2012. At the
same time, the number of Americans who say global warming is not
happening has declined nearly by half, from 20 percent in January
2010 to only 12 percent today.
For the first time since 2008, more than half of Americans (54%)
believe global warming is caused mostly by human activities, an
increase of 8 points since March 2012. Americans who say it is
caused mostly by natural changes in the environment have declined
to 30 percent (from 37% in March).
A growing number of Americans believe global warming is already
harming people both at home and abroad. Four in ten say people
around the world are being harmed right now by climate change
(40%, up 8 percentage points since March 2012), while 36 percent
say global warming is currently harming people in the United States
(up six points since March).

Corporate Water Rhetoric: The Coffee Response
Knut-Erland Berglund (Uppsala University),
Øyvind Ihlen (University of Oslo)
Multi-sector collaboration for the sustainable development of a
vital water resource: the case of Lake Taupo
Eva Collins, Juliet Roper (University of Waikato),
Joseph de Jong (PE International)
Embedding environmental sustainability within New Zealand’s
agricultural communities
Helen Percy (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,New Zealand),
Eva Collins, Juliet Roper (University of Waikato)
Framing Water Scarcity in Different Language Regions. An Analysis
of Swiss Newspapers
Diana Ingenhoff, Christine Suter, Alexander Buhmann (University of
Fribourg)
Conflictual framing as a condition for the rise of an issue on the
media agenda
Franzisca Weder (University of Klagenfurt)
Actor relations and the mediation of science: perceptions of
engagement and spaces for dissensus and dialogue
Chair: Louise Phillips (Roskilde University)
A risk conflicts-perspective for science and environment
communication research
Pieter Maeseele (University of Antwerp)
Are they listening? Leading scientists’ perception of audiences
Maja Horst (University of Copenhagen)
Dialogical science communication or knowledgeable monologues?
-Expert discourses and power relations in an interactive discussion
event about climate change
Sampsa Saikkonen (University of Helsinki)

•

In addition, they increasingly perceive global warming as a threat to
themselves (42%, up 13 points since March 2012), their families (46%,
up 13 points), and/or people in their communities (48%, up 14 points).
Americans also perceive global warming as a growing threat to people

Attitudes towards Science, Scientists and Popular science of radio
future professionals
José I. Latorre (University of Barcelona),
Maria T. Soto-Sanfiel (Autonomous University of Barcelona)
Political engagement with environmental issues: examining
political subjectivity and communication practices
Anabela Carvalho (University of Minho)
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Knowledge production and communication: questions of access,
public participation and dialogue
Chair: Anabela Carvalho (University of Minho)
Science communication in Portugal and Spain: Analyzing
possibilities of dialogue between Higher Education Institutions
and Citizens
Liliana Oliveira, Anabela Carvalho (University of Minho)
How to communicate scientific research and future technologies
in a research and development situation
Pille Pruulmann-Vengerfeldt, Kadri Töldsepp (University of Tartu)
Open Access Journals in Sociology: Embodying the Golden Road?
Hardy Margaux (Free University of Brussels)
Storytelling, emotions and knowledge in participatory urban
governance
Jarkko Bamberg, Pauliina Lehtonen (University of Tampere)
Climate change and young people in India
Alka Tomar (CMS India, Delhi),
Matthew Hibberd (University of Stirling)
The politics of environmental communication in the press and
social media
Chair: Maja Horst (University of Copenhagen)
Ken Dumps Barbie: The Politics of Communication in Greenpeace
vs Mattel 2011
Jenny Alexander (Bournemouth University)
Studying social media discourses on climate change: challenges
and opportunities
Nelya Koteyko (University of Leicester)
How wise to be a utopian in the network society? The case of
“Karadeniz ‹syandad›r Platformu” (The Black Sea Uprising)
Bora Ataman, Özlem Erkmen (Do¤ufl University)
German Climate Sceptics and the News Media: A Discourse
Analysis on Issues, Positions and the
Specifics of these Agents
Markus Rhomberg, Jonas Kaiser (Zeppelin University Friedrichshafen)
Mediating risks: media discourse and citizen and audience
perspectives
Chair: Pieter Maeseele (University of Antwerp)
To spray or not to spray: A comparative study of human-nature
clashes in the news media
Ulrika Olausson, Rolf Lidskog (Örebro University)
Disease and vaccine - threat, risk or protection
Nina Blom Andersen, Pernille Almlund (Roskilde University)
The treatment of social media on the information of natural
disaster in Indonesia. Case of study on the eruption of Merapi
Volcano in Indonesia 2010
Ade Kadarisman (University Paris 2, Pantheon-Assas)
Climategate and the creation of hypes: How do newspaper
Lina Hellsten, Eleftheria Vasileiadou (Free University of Amsterdam)
Environmental Media and Policy Discourses and their Interplay
Chair: Anna Maria Jönsson (Södertörn University)
A Divided Climate. Press Representations of the Norwegian
Petroleum Report
Harald Hornmoen
(Oslo University College of Applied Sciences)

Loophole or Magic bullet? Discursive development of media
portrayal of Emissions Trading in Japan
(1997-2010)
Shinichiro Asayama, Ayako Okubo, Atsushi Ishii (Tohoku University)
Representations of science on television in Ireland
Yvonne Cunningham (Dublin City University)
Visualising the climate and nature: subjectivities, emotions and
the creative imaginary
Chair: Louise Phillips (Roskilde University)
Visualization-supported communication on climate change - a tool
for facilitating learning?
Victoria Wibeck, Tina Neset (Linköping University),
Anne Gammelgaard Jensen (Aarhus University),
Björn-Ola Linnér (Linköping University/University of Oxford)
Beyond the spectacular: visualizing climate change in the press
Mikkel Eskjaer (Aalborg University)
An Emotional Climate: Melancholic Agency in Environmental
Film
Philip Hammond (London South Bank University),
Hugh Ortega Breton (University of Surrey)
Virtue of Frugality, Ireland and the Creative Imaginary: a reading
of Man of Aran (1934), The Quiet Man (1952), The Tiger’s Tail
(2006) and The Pipe (2011)
Pat Brereton (Dublin City University)
From the Rural Man to the Urban Boy: Representations of Nature
and Masculinity in Television
Hillevi Ganetz (Stockholm University)
Environmental news, practices of journalism and representations
of self and other
Chair: Anabela Carvalho (University of Minho)
What is New Today is Waste Tomorrow: Phenomenology of
E-waste
Amanda Lagerkvist, Anna Maria Jönsson, Linus Andersson (Södertörn
University)
The greening of the news - the institutionalization of environmental
news as a genre in television
news reporting
Monika Djerf-Pierre (University of Gothenburg)
Analysing the Media’s Coverage of Environmental Issues in China
Lin Song (University of Lincoln)
Anchoring and Positioning the Self and the Other in Chinese, Hong
Kong, Taiwanese Press Accounts about Climate Change
Lutgard Lams (University College Brussels)
Contesting the depoliticisation of climate change: activism and the
mediation opportunity structure
Julie Uldam (London School of Economics)
The Importance of Being Earnest! Audiences, Impartiality and the
Climate Change Debate
Matthew Hibberd (University of Stirling), An Nguyen (Bournemouth
University)
Amplifying Women’s Voices about Climate Change: The Role of
Community Radio.
Aparna Moitra (Indian Institute of Technology Delhi), Archna Kumar (Lady
Irwin College, Delhi)
Dialogical science communication or knowledgeable monologues?
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- Expert discourses and power relations in an interactive discussion
event about climate change
Sampsa Saikkonen (University of Helsinki)

Studying social media discourses on climate change: challenges
and opportunities
Nelya Koteyko (University of Leicester)

Reality on climate change created by the Spanish television on
the climate summits of Cancun (2010) and Durban (2011) and its
perception by experts
Juan Carlos Aguila-Coghlan, Enrique Morales Corral, Maria Luisa Sanchez
Calero (Complutense University of Madrid)

Visualization-supported communication on climate change
Victoria Wibeck, Tina Neset (Linköping University), Anne Gammelgaard
Jensen (Aarhus University),
Björn-Ola Linnér (Linköping University/University of Oxford)

Illustrating Climate Change: How TV Stations Visually Portray
Environmental Issues during Global Summits
Enrique Morales Corral, María Dolores Cáceres Zapatero (Complutense
University of Madrid),
Miguel Vicente-Mariño (University of Valladolid)
Climate change and young people in India
Alka Tomar (CMS India, Delhi), Matthew Hibberd (University of Stirling)

Beyond the spectacular: visualizing climate change in the press
Mikkel Eskjaer (Aalborg University)
Anchoring and Positioning the Self and the Other in Chinese, Hong
Kong,Taiwanese Press Accounts about Climate Change
Lutgard Lams (University College Brussels)
www.ecrea2012istanbul.eu/

Stories from the Pacific Island

Supporting education and research on climate change in the Pacific Islands
“Climate change is one of the most serious threats to sustainable development and to the very survival of Pacific
Island Countries and communities. Developing scientific capacity in the region will be an important element of action
on climate change”
Pacific Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change (PIFACC) 2006-2015

The programme aims to develop and strengthen the
Pacific countries’ capacity to adapt to the negative
effects of climate change and, specifically, to improve
the level of understanding of climate change in
the region. The GCCA programme supports the
implementation of the Pacific Islands Framework for
Action on Climate Change (PIFACC) through support
for the Pacific Centre for Environment and

have hosted sub-regional training events for a number
of their neighbouring countries. Forty participants
took part in each training event. They were geared
towards equipping participants with the knowledge
and skills to support governments, NGOs

Sustainable Development of the University of the
South Pacific (USP).

representatives, community representatives and
partner organisations.

Activities for this programme fall into three interlinked
areas. These are capacity building through formal and
informal training; on-the-ground adaptation activities at
community level; and applied research. Post-graduate,
master and PhD level courses on climate change
are being developed at the university, while training
is being delivered through in-country workshops
and a train-the-trainers approach. The community
engagement component is about encouraging lowinput, high quality and replicable community climate
change adaptation actions, with a robust participatory
process. The emphasis is on promoting best practice
and securing ownership. The focus of the applied
research component is on developing tools for
assessing vulnerability and for developing adaptation
plans. It involves analysing the reliability of available
climate models and improving them. The programme
will also involve a series of studies on the likely impact
of climate variability and extremes as projected by the
climate models on a variety of economic sectors and
biophysical regions, the outcomes of which will inform
future adaptation strategies and practices.

Under the community component, a number of incountry coordinators have appointed a National
Project

Key achievements to date: To date, 18 scholarships
for the PGDip in Climate Change, 13 MSc scholarships
and 4 PhD scholarships were awarded.
A total of 19 students are expected to graduate by
the end of 2012. A first training event for in-country
coordinators has taken place with the aim of training
people in the facilitation and communication skills
needed to make them effective trainers in their
respective countries. In addition, Tonga and Vanuatu

and regional organisations in their efforts to adapt to
climate change. Participants included government

Advisory Committee (NPAC) and convened
stakeholder meetings. These provided an opportunity
to
discuss the project and the mapping, rapid and
vulnerability assessment and site selection processes,
with a view to identify demonstration sites. A virtual
platform has also been set up to enable coordinators
to discuss issues and share best practice. In addition, a
communication strategy and work plan has been
developed to increase the visibility of the project in
the 15 countries and improve communication within
the project and with partner organisations. A series of
events and activities have already taken place
including a regional conference and the recent Fiji
National Climate Change Summit.
The applied research component has also moved
forward. The Knowledge Centre, an online and
physical climate change resource, is dedicated to
receiving, accessing and retrieving relevant data,
reports and scientific documents. Several datasets
on weather, climate and oceanographic observations
and model-generated outputs relating to students’
research have been added to the project’s server. In
addition, research assistants have been involved in the
collection and collation of information for the regional
best practice report.

Lessons learned: Synergies between capacity
building, community engagement in adaptive activities
and applied research enhance the understanding
of climate change and adaptive capacity in the
region. Education and informal training need to
be complemented with dialogue and coordination
activities fostering networking with national and
regional counterparts. Low-input, replicable
community climate change adaptation projects,
accompanied by a robust process of best practice
promotion, make it possible to both draw on the
programme’s training and research components, and
contribute inputs into them.
Despite the fact that climate change is high on the
agenda of the region, the time needed to recruit
experienced professionals for country-level activities
should not be underestimated.
The way forward: More comprehensive train-thetrainers workshops will be organised as more incountry coordinators are recruited. Project sites are
in the process of being chosen, and should represent
different types of islands and problems common in the
Pacific, building synergies with ongoing work carried
out under major adaptation projects in the region.
Project sites are expected to be predominantly in outer
(peripheral) and more vulnerable islands, where selfsufficiency issues are more acute. Applied research is
to be undertaken with a focus on better understanding
the degree and nature of the vulnerability of the
communities of various sizes including cities, towns,
villages, which occupy particularly vulnerable
locations, for example, atolls and river deltas, and on
developing tools needed for assessing vulnerability
and developing adaptation plans. Through the applied
research component a list of publications and tool
kits have been developed, with more in the pipeline
to support the project activities. These publications
will be translated into local languages and will be
distributed to all the 15 project countries.
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Events

Climate Communications Day
New Approaches, New Audiences
Tuesday, December 4, 2012
Doha – at Northwestern University in Qatar
Climate Communications Day at
Doha: New approaches to reach
new audiences
13 December 2012

As heads of state began to arrive in Doha
last week to start the high-level COP18
negotiations towards a legally binding climate
deal, more than 120 journalists, scientists,
activists and communications experts gathered
at the second annual Climate Communications
Day to discuss how best to communicate
climate-related issues.
The event was part of an annual program run
by Internews’ Earth Journalism Network (EJN)
and the International Institute of Environment &
Development (IIED). Jamal Dajani, Internews’
Vice President for the Middle East and North
Africa, opened the December 4th event by
welcoming the audience and thanking sponsors.
James Fahn, Executive Director of EJN, noted
that despite the struggle to address climate
change with policy – or rather, because of it
– interest in climate change communications
seems to be stronger than ever.
Mike Shanahan of IIED, one of the event
co-organizers, chaired the first plenary,
“Reaching New Audiences,” which began with
an overview on the methodology and data
collection by BBC Media Action’s Climate Asia
team. Their report aims to establish the best
ways to use media and communications to
provide people directly affected by a changing
environment with the information they need
to respond.
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“It is essential to think about who you
are speaking to,” said Tan Copsey of BBC
Media Action. “This report aims to help
communicators reach their audiences just as
much as it looks at audiences’ reactions to
communications.”
Examples were given of when innovative
communication techniques were successful.
But what works at a community level – such
as participatory drama or school curriculum
materials in Bangladesh – does not necessarily
work nationally.

Energy Council agreed that the real issue
was money: translation is hugely expensive
and resources are urgently needed to fund
this gap in software development.
EJN Coordinator Willie Shubert went on to
describe different mapping and visualization
tools that can be used to present data and
combine it with journalism. He presented
a couple of examples of data journalism, the
InfoAmazonia map platform of the Amazon
region and similar climate data map of the US
being developed by Internews that is expected
to launch early next year.

After the presentation, a panel of journalists
from the USA, Brazil, Indonesia and Egypt
discussed how to best communicate climate
change to reach the new and diverse audiences
(see summary blog post here). Discussions
focused on topics such as the importance
placed on good governance, both locally and
nationally, gender issues, and the importance
of knowing your audience’s needs.

The afternoon sessions focused on
communicating climate change in ways that
are fun and accessible– using games and
comedy. Pablo Suarez and Carina Bachofen of
the Red Cross/Red Crescent Climate Centre
demonstrated how and why participatory
games can be useful in communicating climate
change.

The issue of language use for communicating
on climate was raised throughout the day and
featured in the second plenary, “Making Maps
(and Sense) of Data.”

”I used to be very good at talking science and
putting people to sleep,” said Suarez. “If you
communicate in a way that is not unidirectional
it is more likely to succeed.”

Bassam al-Kantar, the environment editor
for Al-Akhbar newspaper in Lebanon,
began the debate by highlighting the lack
of software that is adaptable to the Arabic
language when presenting data through
maps on the internet. Panelists Arend
Kuster from the Qatar-based organisation
Q Science and Stuart Neil from the World

Fahn went on to present a number of different
ways comedy can be used to communicate on
climate change. He presented cartoons and
videos from around the world as effective ways
to engage audiences in the issues surrounding
the negotiations process as well as impacts of a
changing climate.

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on COP 18/ CMP 8

The day closed with an awards ceremony
for journalists Njenga Ndereke and Pilirani
Tambala – from Kenya and Malawi, respectively
– who both won trips to the summit through
the Voices4Climate podcast competition run
by the World Bank.
Also participating in the event this year were
a dozen journalists from the Middle East and
Africa who came to the summit and took
part in a week-long fellowship programme
designed to enhance their capacity to report
on complicated, often scientific issues, to their
home audiences.
Bonnie Frye Hemphill, of Yale University’s
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies,
said of the Climate Communications Day “This
is by far the best event I’ve been to” at Doha
climate change summit.
This year’s Climate Communications Day event
was made possible with generous support from
the World Bank’s Connect4Climate campaign
and TerrAfrica, while the Fellowship program
was also sponsored by the Global Campaign
for Climate Action and the Doha Centre for
Media Freedom.
http://www.iied.org/climate-communications-day-dohanew-approaches-reach-new-audiences

Climate Communications Day at
Doha Focuses on New Approaches
to Reach New Audiences
Posted on Tuesday, December 11, 2012

As heads of state began to arrive in Doha
last week to start the high-level COP18
negotiations towards a legally binding climate
deal, more than 120 journalists, scientists,
activists and communications experts gathered
at the second annual Climate Communications
Day to discuss how best to communicate
climate-related issues.
The event was part of an annual program run
by Internews’ Earth Journalism Network (EJN)
and the International Institute of Environment &
Development (IIED). Jamal Dajani, Internews’
Vice President for the Middle East and North
Africa, opened the December 4th event by
welcoming the audience and thanking sponsors.
James Fahn, Executive Director of EJN, noted
that despite the struggle to address climate

change with policy – or rather, because of it
– interest in climate change communications
seems to be stronger than ever.
Mike Shanahan of IIED, one of the event
co-organizers, chaired the first plenary,
“Reaching New Audiences,” which began with
an overview on the methodology and data
collection by BBC Media Action’s Climate Asia
team. Their report aims to establish the best
ways to use media and communications to
provide people directly affected by a changing
environment with the information they need
to respond.
“It is essential to think about who you
are speaking to,” said Tan Copsey of BBC
Media Action. “This report aims to help
communicators reach their audiences just as
much as it looks at audiences’ reactions to
communications.”
Examples were given of when innovative
communication techniques were successful.
But what works at a community level – such
as participatory drama or school curriculum
materials in Bangladesh – does not necessarily
work nationally.
After the presentation, a panel of journalists
from the USA, Brazil, Indonesia and Egypt
discussed how to best communicate climate
change to reach the new and diverse audiences
(see summary blog post here). Discussions
focused on topics such as the importance
placed on good governance, both locally and
nationally, gender issues, and the importance
of knowing your audience’s needs.
The issue of language use for communicating
on climate was raised throughout the day and
featured in the second plenary, “Making Maps
(and Sense) of Data.”
Bassam al-Kantar, the environment editor for
Al-Akhbar newspaper in Lebanon, began the
debate by highlighting the lack of software
that is adaptable to the Arabic language when
presenting data through maps on the internet.
Panelists Arend Kuster from the Qatar-based
organisation Q Science and Stuart Neil from
the World Energy Council agreed that the
real issue was money: translation is hugely

expensive and resources are urgently needed
to fund this gap in software development.
EJN Coordinator Willie Shubert went on to
describe different mapping and visualization
tools that can be used to present data and
combine it with journalism. He presented
a couple of examples of data journalism, the
InfoAmazonia map platform of the Amazon
region and similar climate data map of the US
being developed by Internews that is expected
to launch early next year.
The afternoon sessions focused on
communicating climate change in ways that
are fun and accessible– using games and
comedy. Pablo Suarez and Carina Bachofen of
the Red Cross/Red Crescent Climate Centre
demonstrated how and why participatory
games can be useful in communicating climate
change.
”I used to be very good at talking science and
putting people to sleep,” said Suarez. “If you
communicate in a way that is not unidirectional
it is more likely to succeed.”
Fahn went on to present a number of different
ways comedy can be used to communicate on
climate change. He presented cartoons and
videos from around the world as effective ways
to engage audiences in the issues surrounding
the negotiations process as well as impacts of a
changing climate.
The day closed with an awards ceremony
for journalists Njenga Ndekere and Pilirani
Tambala – from Kenya and Malawi, respectively
– who both won trips to the summit through
the Voices4Climate podcast competition run
by the World Bank.
Also participating in the event this year were
a dozen journalists from the Middle East and
Africa who came to the summit and took
part in a week-long Fellowship program
designed to enhance their capacity to report
on complicated, often scientific issues, to their
home audiences.
This year’s Climate Communications Day event
was made possible with generous support from
the World Bank’s Connect4Climate campaign
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and TerrAfrica, while the Fellowship program
was also sponsored by the Global Campaign
for Climate Action and the Doha Centre for
Media Freedom.
Contacts:
James Fahn: jfahn@internews.org
Mike Shanahan: mike.shanahan@iied.org
Jamal Dajani: jdajani@internews.org
Mark Harvey: mharvey@internews.eu
http://climatechangemedia.ning.com/profiles/
blogs/climate-communications-day-dohaqatar-4-december-at-cop18-1
https://www.internews.org/our-stories/
project-updates/climate-communications-daydoha-focuses-new-approaches-reach-newaudienc

public participation and public access to
information are given more prominence than
they had in the previous one. Within the list
of Article 6 related activities that Parties could
undertake, the amended New Delhi work
programme features also the preparation of
a national Article 6 plan of action. Another
new area is related to actions leading to
strengthening regional and international efforts
in support to the implementation of Article 6.

Article 6 of the Convention Education, Training and Public
Awareness

Informal intersessional consultations: 8
August - 25 November 2012

Review of the implementation of the amended
New Delhi work programme on Article 6 of
the Convention and the development of a
successor work programme

Work programme on Article 6 of
the Convention
To address the challenges of communicating,
teaching, and learning about climate change,
Parties adopted in 2002 the New Delhi work
programme on Article 6 of the Convention
(decision 11/CP.8), a five-year country-driven
work programme engaging all stakeholders in
the implementation of Article 6 commitments
and recommending a list of Article 6 related
activities that could be undertaken at the
national level.
The five-year mandate for the execution of
the New Delhi work programme came to
an end in 2007. Parties recognized that this
work programme had proved to be a good
framework for action (FCCC/SBI/2007/34)
and decided to adopt the amended New
Delhi work programme on Article 6 of the
Convention for a further five years (decision
9/CP.13), with a review of progress in the
implementation of this work programme to be
undertaken in 2012.
The amended New Delhi work programme
differs from its predecessor in the scope and
implementation chapters. Within the scope of
the new work programme, public awareness,
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SBI 37, COP 18/CMP 8: 26 November
- 7 December 2012, Doha, Qatar
The COP adopted decision 15/CP.18,
Doha work programme on Article 6 of the
Convention.

At SBI 36 Parties agreed to undertake
intersessional consultations on the draft work
programme on Article 6 of the Convention
contained in document FCCC/SBI/2012/L.26
with the aim of building further consensus on the
text prior to COP 18/CMP 8. The Dominican
Republic kindly offered to coordinate these
intersessional consultations and initiated the
development of an online consultation platform
with the technical support of UNITAR and in
cooperation with the UNFCCC secretariat.
Workshop on the implementation of Article
6 of the Convention in least developed
countries: 19–21 June 2012, Bonn, Germany
The workshop on the implementation
of Article 6 of the Convention in least
developed countries was organized in
response to a request by the SBI 34 ( FCCC/
SBI/2011/7). It contributed to the review of
the implementation of the amended New
Delhi work programme on Article 6 of the
Convention and the identification of possible
elements for a successor work programme.

SBI 36: 14–25 May 2012, Bonn,
Germany
The SBI launched the review of the
implementation of the amended New Delhi
work programme on Article 6 of the Convention
and agreed to continue its consideration at SBI
37 on the basis of a draft text contained in
document FCCC/SBI/2012/L.26.
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CC:iNet
The climate change information network
clearing house CC:iNet serves as an
information platform in support of Article 6
of the Convention and its implementation. It
is designed to help governments, organizations
and individuals gain rapid and easy access
to ideas, strategies, contacts, experts and
materials that can be used to motivate and
empower people to take effective action on
climate change.

UN Alliance to Support Climate
Change Education, Training and
Public Awareness Launched at
COP 18
3 December 2012. More than 250 delegates
participated in the launch of the United Nations
Alliance on Climate Change Education, Training
and Public Awareness at a side-event on 3
December 2012 organized in the margins of
the 18th Conference of the Parties (COP 18)
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). The event took place just
after Parties agreed on Saturday night on the
new Doha Work Programme on Article 6 of
the Convention which deals with education,
training and public awareness. Founding
members of the Alliance include: the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), the
UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the UNFCCC Secretariat, the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Institute
for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
with the UNFCCC Secretariat providing the
Secretariat for the Alliance.
In his opening remarks, Mr. Daniele Violetti,
Chief of Staff, UNFCCC Secretariat
congratulated Parties to the successful
agreement on the new work programme. He
highlighted that the UN Alliance was aiming to
provide a framework for coordinated support
for Article 6 implementation building on existing
initiatives and collaborations. Mr. Tomasz
Chruszczow, Chair of the Subsidiary Body for
Implementation (SBI), emphasized that after
the Bonn Climate Change Conference, May
2012 many had doubts if the Work Programme
would be decided upon in 2012. He pointed
out: “We have proved that use of modern

media and willingness to corporate can deliver
results.
The opening remarks were followed by
statements from Parties who welcomed the UN
Alliance and highlighted examples of existing
cooperation with UN partners in the area
of climate change learning. Mr. Tony Carritt,
Information and Communications Officer,
European Union (EU) highlighted that the EU
was committed to Article 6 implementation
and was earmarking part of its climate change
funds for Article 6 implementation. He also
thanked the Dominican Republic which played
a key role in advancing the new Doha Work
Programme for organizing an online Intersessional Consultation Platform which was
developed in cooperation with the UNFCCC
Secretariat making use of the UN CC:Learn
Platform.
H.E. Mr. Omar Ramírez Tejada, Secretary
of State and Executive Vice President of the
National Council for Climate Change and
Clean Development Mechanism (CNCCMDL),
indicated that Article 6 is of utmost importance
for the country. Given this priority the country
has supported also regional action in this
area and actively supported the negotiation
process. He also informed participants that
the Vice-President of the Dominican Republic
launched in August 2012 the National Strategy
to Strengthen Human Resources and Skills to
Advance Green, Low Emission and Climate
Resilient Development. He thanked UN
CC:Learn Partners and UNITAR - the host
agency of UN CC:Learn- as well as the Swiss
Government for supporting the development
and initial action to implement the Strategy.
Mr. Anton Hilber, Co-Director of the Global
Programme on Climate Change (GPCC),
Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC),
highlighted that Switzerland is fully supportive
of scaling up Article 6 related action at the
international and national levels. In this
context, the Swiss Government was pleased
to support UN CC:Learn, a UN initiative in
the area of climate change learning that brings
together 33 multi-lateral organizations and 5
pilot countries, including Benin, the Dominican
Republic, Indonesia, Malawi and Uganda. The
constellation of country-driven processes

involving key sectors and stakeholders, coupled
with a One UN approach supported by a small
Secretariat based at UNITAR in Geneva, made
UN CC:Learn an appealing initiative for SDC.
He also expressed his hope that given the
request from many countries to participate in
UN CC:Learn, other development partners
can consider providing support for country
projects in 2013.
H.E. Ms. Flavia Nabugere Munabaa, Minister of
State of Environment, Uganda highlighted that
the country was finalizing its National Strategy
to Strengthen Human Resources and Skills to
Advance Green, Low Emission and Climate
Resilient Development which was expected
to be launched in early 2013. She also called
upon national and international partners to
provide the financial means for developing
countries to advance Article 6 implementation.
The Minister further highlighted that climate
change communication, awareness-raising
and education needs to use means that are
appropriate at the local level in an African
context.
H.E. Ms. Fatou Gaye, Minister of Forestry and
the Environment of The Gambia, indicated that
“Article 6 is the only Article of the Convention
that has dedicated national focal points. We
should take its implementation very seriously.”
The Minister referred to CC:iNet as an
important knowledge-sharing portal which
countries should contribute to and utilize.
She also expressed her hope that in selecting
additional UN CC:Learn countries, country
applications received for the pilot phase can be
taken into account.
The Party statements were followed by
pledges for support by representatives of the
founding members of the Alliance including Ms.
Alla Metelitsa, Team Leader, Capacity Building
and Outreach, UNFCCC Secretariat; Mr.
Nick Nuttall, Spokesperson/Head of Media,
UNEP; Ms. Wendy Watson-Wright, UNESCO
Assistant Director General and UNESCO/
IOC Executive Secretary; Mr. Achim Halpaap,
Associate Director, Training Department and
Head of Environment Unit, UNITAR; Mr.
Michael Williams, Chief, Communications
and Public Affairs, WMO; Mr. Sessa Reuben,
Environment Officer, FAO; and Ms. Jazmin

Burgess, International Policy and Research
Officer, UNICEF.
Participants were invited to share their views
on the Alliance’s draft framework for action
and contribute to its further development.
The discussions highlighted a number of issues
including: the importance of involving National
Focal Points for Article 6 of the Convention as
well as youth representatives in the work of the
Alliance; the need to focus on implementation,
including grassroots levels; and the ultimate
objective of fostering behavioral change.
Representatives from two UN CC:Learn pilot
countries, Indonesia and Malawi, took the floor
to inform participants about the status of the
National Strategy development and thanked
the Swiss Development Cooperation for their
support.
The mission of the United Nations Alliance on
Climate Change Education, Training and Public
Awareness is to promote meaningful, resultoriented and effective international cooperation
in support of the implementation of the work
programme on Article 6 of the UNFCCC. The
Alliance includes existing projects and initiatives
of its member organizations including, but not
limited to:
• UNESCO’s Climate Change Education
for Sustainable Development (CCESD)
Programme;
• United Nations Joint Framework Initiative
on Children, Youth and Climate Change;
• UN CC:Learn, the One UN Training
Service Platform on Climate Change;
• UNICEF’s Child Friendly Education
Initiative: Transforming the Lives of
Children;
• UNEP’s TUNZA Environmental Youth
Network; and
• Capacity development under the Global
Framework for Climate Services.

Relevant documents:
• Side Event Flyer
• Side Event Concept Note
• Draft Terms of Reference for Alliance
For further information please write to
uncclearn@unitar.org or contact the Capacity
Building and Outreach Unit of the UNFCCC
Secretariat at: cbo-unit@unfccc.int.
http://www.uncclearn.org/news/un-alliance-article-6
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Awards
Momentum for Change

with the generous support of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation;
• Women for Results: recognizing the
critical leadership and participation of
women in addressing climate change,
implemented with the generous support
of the Rockefeller Foundation;
• Financing for Climate-Friendly Investment:
recognizing successful financial innovations
for adaptation and climate mitigation,
implemented in partnership with the
World Economic Forum.
Momentum for Change will continue to evolve
over time, focusing on various important aspects
of the overall global climate change effort.
The UNFCCC secretariat is building
Momentum for Change.
People, companies, organizations and
communities everywhere around the world
are making the Change for Good

Addressing climate change effectively is not
only a challenge, it is also an opportunity.
Growth that is based on high resilience and
low carbon is at the centre of all efforts to
address climate change. There are myriad
opportunities to benefit people directly, while
at the same time contributing to global efforts
to control emissions or enhance adaptation
capacity, and these opportunities have already
been seized by many stakeholders, at national
or sub- national levels.
The idea of addressing climate change by
looking for positive opportunities is often lost
amongst the challenges of limited capacity,
resources and political will.
Therefore, the UNFCCC secretariat has
developed the concept of ‘Momentum for
Change’ as a way to demonstrate the multiple
benefits of addressing climate change and to
transform misperceptions surrounding taking
action on climate change. The secretariat
believes that highlighting and enhancing the
positive developments in the field of climate
change mitigation and adaptation, will increase
innovation, motivation, hope, passion and
capacity for further change. Change can
be positive and positive change can create
escalating virtuous cycles.
Momentum for Change currently has three
pillars:
• Urban Poor: recognizing activities
addressing climate change while improving
the lives of the urban poor, implemented

32 Green
Voice

http://unfccc.int/secretariat/momentum_for_change/
items/6214.php

Namibia wins Momentum for
Change Award at COP18 in Doha
Namibia won the Momentum for Change Award
at the 18th UN Climate Change Conference
(COP18) in Doha, Qatar. Namibia was given the
award for implementing the initiative, “Holistic
approaches to community adaptation to climate
change”, which uses six local interlinked climate
change coping strategies.
Namibia won the award for initiating six
strategies on coping with climate change
vulnerability. The strategies are implemented in
several local communities in the five northern
regions of Namibia. Among these are the use
of the energy-efficient stove, also known as the
‘Eazy Stove’, and agro-forestry and vegetable
production under micro-drip.
“We feel good and we want our country and
people to get involved in these initiatives,”
said a very delighted Johanna Nuunyango,
initiator of the Eazy Stove idea, after the award
ceremony in Doha. The UNFCCC rolled out a
number of activities for 2012 to demonstrate
the multiple benefits of addressing climate
change and to transform misperceptions
surrounding the taking of action on climate
change. The UN secretariat on climate change
believes that highlighting and enhancing the
positive developments in the field of climate
change mitigation and adaptation will increase
innovation, motivation, hope, passion and
capacity for further change.
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These activities consist of collaborative
efforts between the public and private
sectors and which bring multiple benefits
to the urban poor in developing countries.         
Field Coordinator of Creative Entrepreneurs
Solution, Tweendeni Andreas, also expressed
his delight at the achievement, saying the
initiative has trained many local people and
opened the minds of ordinary people to
come up with creative solutions for dealing
with challenges caused by climate change.
“But we still have to upscale a lot of our inventions
such as the Eazy Stove. We need to improve
that stove, make it bigger so that school hostels
can also be able to use it,” Andreas added.
Richard Shikongo of the Kavango Regional
Council said the Momentum of Change
initiative is testimony to the fact that public/
private partnership can truly work for the
benefit of marginalised communities. The
Eazy Stove, a Namibian-produced energyefficient wood-burning stove, provides a
solution for the problem of cooking over an
open fire. It reduces harmful smoke, decreases
deforestation, creates jobs and drastically
reduces carbon dioxide emissions. The stove
and the rest of the other coping strategies will
be showcased in one of the exhibition halls at
the COP for the world to see and even emulate.
Namibia was chosen along with Kenya,
Uganda, Nepal, China, India, Senegal, Sri Lanka
and Peru, out of 100 applications, who offered
similar mitigation and adaptation strategies.
Secretary General of the United Nations,
Ban Ki-Moon, at the awards ceremony said
the Lighthouse Activities should inspire and
encourage all, adding that real action against
climate change is taking place “on the ground”
and needs to be replicated everywhere.
“These ideas may be modest but are active
small ideas that can help with the climate change
phenomenon,” the UN secretary general said.
The conference started on November 26 and
ends on December 07.
http://www.newera.com.na/articles/49563/Namibia-winsMomentum-of-Change-Award-in-Doha
http://www.undp-alm.org/namibia-wins-momentumchange-award-cop18-doha

COP 18 DOHA SIDE EVENTS
RELATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE
COMMUNICATION
Title: Climate change and human rights:
dealing with crisis and conflict
Arab Group for the protection of Nature (APN)
Razan Zuayter
President
Arab Group for the protection of Nature (APN)
Tel: +962 6 567 3331
Email: razan.zuayter@gmail.com
www.apnature.org
Title: Gender and climate change in the
Arab region
Bahrain Women Association for Human
Development
Mahnaz Kadhemi
Vice President
Environmental Citizenship Program
Bahrain Women Association for Human
Development
Tel: +973-39612275
Email: sma9914@batelco.com.bh
Title: Climate Change Vulnerability
and Impact Assessment: Initiatives for
Adaptation in the Arab Region
League of Arab States
Ms. Roula Majdalani,
Director, Sustainable
Development and Productivity
Division, UN-ESCWA;
Tel: +961-71-181-595
Email: majdalani@un.org
Title: 100 Million Arab Youth: Climate
challenges and Solutions
Arab Youth Climate Movement (AYCM)
Mr Tariq Al-Olaimy
3BL Associates
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: +973 39227537
Email: t.alolaimy@3blassociates.com
www.3blassociates.com
Title: Understanding Water And Food
Security Challenges In The Arab Region
Qatar National Food Security Program
(QNFSP),
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)
Mr Yakup Beris, Regional
Programme Advisor, RBAS,
UNDP
Tel: +1-212-9066033
Email: yakup.beris@undp.org
Title: Climate change and coastal and
marine areas in the Arab region
IUCN - International Union for Conservation
of Nature
Dr Hany El Shaer
IUCN Centre for
Mediterranean Cooperation /
Ministry of Environment of Lebanon
Tel +96176593384
email: helshaer@hotmail.com ; h.shaer@moe.
gov.lb
Youth Climate Champions Exchanges
Department of Climate Change, NDRC
Yan LI

li.yan@ccchina.gov.cn
Wei JIANG
jiangwei@cycan.org
China’s Actions for Adapting to Climate
Change
Department of Climate Change, NDRC
Yan LI
li.yan@ccchina.gov.cn
Li HOU
huoli@ccadaptation.org.cn
Seminar on ‘Forestry Carbon Sinks’ for
Climate Change
China Green Carbon Foundation
Zhen WANG
gzhenlyj@163.com
Climate change equity
Institute of Energy, Environment
Economy,
Tisinghua University,
Fei TANG
Tangfei@Tisinghua.edu.cn

and

Seminar on China’s Low Carbon
Development
Strategy
and
Local
Practices
Department of Climate Change, NDRC
Zhong HUA
huazhong@ndrc.gov.cn
huazhong78@hotmail.com
Seminar on Climate Communications and
Public Awareness
Oxfam
Bingbing WANG
bbwang@oxfam.org.hk
Seminar on the Challenges and Policy
Opinions to Address Climate Change for
China’s Small and Medium-sized Cities
Tsinghua University
Ting LI
cclting@yahoo.com
High-level Seminar on Climate Change
Department of Climate Change, NDRC
Xumei CHEN
keyerchen@gmail.com
High-Level Seminar on Climate Change
South-South Cooperation
Department of Climate Change, NDRC
Jing CUI
cuijing@ccchina.gov.cn
+86 10 68505642
Forum on Climate Change Cooperation
between
China
and
International
Organizations
World Resource Institute
Xiaomei TAN
XTan@wri.org
Smart, Sustainable And Low-Carbon
Growth Of Electricity Systems
ParisTech
marie.jaudet@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
Putting Durban Into Practice: EU Progress
Towards A Low-Carbon And EnergyEfficient Economy
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action)
Delano-ruben.verwey@ec.europa.eu

Driving Investment In Modern And
Sustainable Low Carbon Technologies In
Developing Countries
Government of Sweden
patrick.brodd@environment.ministry.se
Achieving Low Carbon Societies: Common
Challenges
UK Department of Energy and Climate
Change, UK Energy Research Centre and LCSRNet Secretariat
david.warrilow@decc.gsi.gov.uk
Tackling Climate Change In Africa: What
Need For Innovative Sources Of Public
Financing?
Climate Action Network France (RAC-France),
ENDA Sénégal, Amade Pelcode Mali, AFHON
Togo, JVE Togo & Bénin, AFPAT Chad
marie.jaudet@developpement-durable.gouv.
fr
The GEO Initiatives And Key Actors In
Climate: Addressing Improved Knowledge
And Societal Needs
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Research & Innovation) and GEO
grum@geosec.org
EU climate finance from 2010-12 and
beyond
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action)
Geoges.paterson@ec.europa.eu
Coordination of systematic observations
for climate at global and regional scales
European Commission (Joint Research
Centre)
Marc.dowell@jrc.ec.europa.eu
Carbon capture and storage in the EU
and beyond
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action) and European Zero
Emissions Platform (ZEP)
edrosin@zeroemissionplatform.eu
Information on climate change impacts,
vulnerability and adaptation in Europe
European Environment Agency and European
Commission (Directorate- General for Climate
Action and Joint Research Centre)
Andre.jol@eea.europa.eu
Beyond adaptation: sustainable livelihoods
in drylands affected by climatic variability
and change
Drynet/CARI/Environmental Monitoring
Group/TEMA/ENDA
Marie.jaudet@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
Improving the resilience of livelihoods in
oasis ecosystems facing climate change
RADDO (Oases Associations Network) with
CARI, APEB, TENMIYA, ASOC, ALCESDAM,
CCFD
Marie.jaudet@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
Principles for climate change policy
design
International Council on Mining and Metals
(ICMM)
Meera.thankey@iemm.com
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How financial institutions measure climate
risk and help adapt to climate change
Piraeus Bank, Greece
Dimopoulos@piraeusbank.gr
Moving towards long-term climatecompatible development: experiences
from the Global Climate Change Alliance
(GCCA)
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Development and Cooperation –
EuropeAid)
Etienne.coyette@ec.europa.eu
OECD/IEA Climate Change Expert Group
(CCXG): Unpacking the design and
governance of market mechanisms
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) and International
Energy Agency (IEA)
Andrew.prag@oecd.org
Green Growth and the economics of
climate-smart cities
Centre for Low Carbon Futures, UK
Simone.cooper@lowcarbonfutures.org
Climate change in Latin America: EU
programmes paving the way for regional
initiatives
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Development and Cooperation –
EuropeAid)
Catherine.ghyoot@eu.europa.eu
South-South cooperation to increase
resilience to climate change - practical
considerations, approaches and examples
UK Department of Energy and Climate
Change
Sueva.sangalli@decc.gsi.gov.uk
Achievements of shipping in relation to
climate change
Cypriot Department of Merchant Shipping
achrysostonou@dns.mew.gov.cy
Going hungry: Climate change & food
security in Asia
Centre for Low Carbon Futures, UK
Simone.cooper@lowcarbonefutures.org
Changes to the EU emissions trading
system (EU ETS) from 2013
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action)
Eve.tamme@ec.europa.eu
Embedded emissions in consumption and
trade: Launching a new paradigm
Climate Action Network France (RACFrance),
Institut du développement durable et des
relations internationales (IDDRI)
Marie.JAUDET@developpement-durable.
gouv.fr
Climate
finance:
readiness
and
transformative impact
The German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the
German Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMU)
Annette Lutz
annette.lutz@giz.de
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Resilient energy policies for poverty
reduction in a climate-constrained
environment
HELIO International
Marie.JAUDET@developpement-durable.
gouv.fr
Climate change adaptation: From plan to
action
Permanent Representation of Cyprus to the
EU, Climate Action Network Europe
maeve@caneurope.org
Championing climate action
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action)
Tony.carritt@ec.europa.eu
Fossil
fuel
subsidy
reform:
best
practices and international governance
opportunities
Danish Ministry of Climate, Energy and Building
with involvement of the Group of Friends for
Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform
sibjo@kebmin.dk
New approaches to issues impacting
developing countries – examples of
technology transfer and carbon pricing in
aviation and shipping
Climate Strategies and Climate Policy journal
Andrzej.blachowicz@climatestrategies.org
Climate protection through Green
Growth
German Federal Ministry of Economics and
Technology
Beatrice.ladusch@bmu.bund.de

European Economic and Social Committee
Cristina.soriani@eesc.europa.eu
Governance and legal aspects of climate
change - implementing benefit analysis in
regulation and political strategy
German Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
Beatrice.ladusch@bmu.bund.de
Portugal’s Low Carbon Roadmap to 2050
Portuguese Ministry of Agriculture, Sea,
Environment and Spatial Planning
Critina.carreiras@clima.pt
Climate change in the Arctic
Government of Sweden
Frederik.hannerz@environment.ministry.se
Nationally-owned
climate
change
financial mechanisms in LDC and SIDS:
Achievements
in
Bangladesh
and
Maldives
Bangladesh Ministry of Environment and
Maldives Ministry of Environment
jkraussing@worldbank.org
GCC Energy Efficiency
GCC Pavilion Coordinator
Hamoud R. AL-Otaibi
otaibihr@yahoo.com
Bridging The Gap: Private Finance And
Climate Adaptation Projects
U.S. Delegation
Isabel Gates
uscenter.cop18@gmail.com

Europe and Asia-Pacific: Joining hands in
climate diplomacy
German Federal Foreign Office
Beatrice.ladusch@bmu.bund.de

Climate Change: Scientists Suggestions
For Mitigation In The Gcc Region
Bellona Foundation
Svend Soelyand
svend@bellona.org

Africa/EU Partnership: progress on
priority climate actions
French Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Africa/EU Joint Expert Group on Climate
Marie.JAUDET@developpement-durable.
gouv.fr

New Finance Mechanisms For Forest
Conservation: Initiatives To Address
Drivers Of Deforestation
Global Canopy Programme
Nathalie Walker
n.walker@globalcanopy.org

Sing for the climate
Belgian Federal Climate Change Service,
Belgian Climate Coalition, 11.11.11 - the
Belgian Coalition of North-South NGO
lucdries@environment.belgium.be

The Necessity Of CCS: Beyond Fossil
Power - Bio-CCS And Other Industries
The Bellona Foundation
Jonas Helseth
jonas@bellona.org

The Italian carbon footprint experience
Italian Ministry of Environment
Ianna.roberta@mimambiente.it

Redd, Bio-Energy And Ccs: Options And
Actions To Achieve Negative Emissions
Florian Kraxner, IIASA
kraxner@iiasa.ac.at

A local focus on EU climate policy:
Adaptation in an enlarging Europe
Regional Environmental Center for Central
and Eastern Europe (REC)
zivanyi@rec.org
Innovative
climate
technologies:
Promoting their development and global
deployment
European Commission (Directorate-General
for Climate Action)
Karsten.krause@ec.europa.eu
Biomass for climate-smart
Opportunity or risk?
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The Current Climate In The United
States: What Does The Election Mean For
Climate Policy?
Bellona Foundation
Rebecca Lefton
rlefton@americanprogress.org
Adaptation To Climate Change - Putting
Knowledge Into Action
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Dr. Nana Künkel
Nana.Kuenkerl@giz.de

Glossary for Climate Change Cop

Glossary for Climate Change Cop
AAUs

Assigned Amount Units

AAUs

Assigned Amount Units

ADP

Ad hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced
Action

ADP

Ad hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced
Action

AFB

Adaptation Fund Board

AFB

Adaptation Fund Board

AILAC

Association of Independent Latin American and Caribbean
States

AILAC

Association of Independent Latin American and Caribbean
States

AOSIS

Alliance of Small Island States

AOSIS

Alliance of Small Island States

AWG-KP

Ad hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I
Parties under the Kyoto Protocol

AWG-KP

Ad hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I
Parties under the Kyoto Protocol

AWG-LCA

Ad hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action
under the Convention

AWG-LCA

Ad hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action
under the Convention

BASIC

Brazil, South Africa, India and China

BASIC

Brazil, South Africa, India and China

CBDR

Common but differentiated responsibilities

CBDR

Common but differentiated responsibilities

CDM

Clean Development Mechanism

CDM

Clean Development Mechanism

CERs

Certified Emission Reductions

CERs

Certified Emission Reductions

CMP

Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties
of the Kyoto Protocol

CMP

Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties
of the Kyoto Protocol

COP

Conference of the Parties

COP

Conference of the Parties

CTC

Climate Technology Centre

CTC

Climate Technology Centre

CTCN

Climate Technology Centre and Network

CTCN

Climate Technology Centre and Network

EIG

Environmental Integrity Group

EIG

Environmental Integrity Group

EIT

Countries in transition to a market economy

EIT

Countries in transition to a market economy

GCF

Green Climate Fund

GCF

Green Climate Fund

GEF

Global Environment Facility

GEF

Global Environment Facility

GHG

Greenhouse gas

GHG

Greenhouse gas

ICAO

International Civil Aviation Organization

ICAO

International Civil Aviation Organization

IMO

International Maritime Organization

IMO

International Maritime Organization

IPCC

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IPCC

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IPRs

Intellectual property rights

IPRs

Intellectual property rights

JI

Joint Implementation

JI

Joint Implementation

LDCs

Least Developed Countries

LDCs

Least Developed Countries

LEG

LDC Expert Group

LEG

LDC Expert Group

LULUCF

Land use, land-use change, and forestry

LULUCF

Land use, land-use change, and forestry

MRV

Measuring, reporting and verification

MRV

Measuring, reporting and verification

NAMAs

Nationally appropriate mitigation actions

NAMAs

Nationally appropriate mitigation actions

QELRCs

Quantified emissions limitation or reduction commitments

QELRCs

Quantified emissions limitation or reduction commitments

QELROs

Quantified emission limitation or reduction objectives

QELROs

Quantified emission limitation or reduction objectives

REDD+

Reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation in
developing countries, including conservation

REDD+

Reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation in
developing countries, including conservation

SB

Subsidiary Body

SB

Subsidiary Body

SBI

Subsidiary Body for Implementation

SBI

Subsidiary Body for Implementation

SBSTA

Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice

SBSTA

Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice

TEC

Technology Executive Committee

TEC

Technology Executive Committee

UNFCCC

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNFCCC

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
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2nd Climate Change and Population
Conference on Africa

Upcoming Conference
on Climate Change
CBA7: 7th conference on communitybased adaptation to climate change, United
Nations Partners on Climate Change
18-25 April, 2013, Dhaka, Bangladesh
http://www.iied.org/cba7-7th-conference-communitybased-adaptation-climate-change

Bonn Climate Change Conference - April
2013
The second session of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced
Action (ADP 2) is taking place from 29 April
- 3 May 2013 at the World Conference Center
Bonn, in Bonn, Germany.
http://unfccc.int/meetings/bonn_apr_2013/meeting/7386/
php/view/reports.php

World Climate 2013 World Conference
on Climate Change and Humanity
Conference
Vienna, Austria, 25th to  26th May 2013
Contact person: Elena Ringo

WorldClimate 2013 aims to bring together
academic scientists to exchange their research
results about all aspects of Climate Change
and Global Warming, the conference is
interdisciplinary. The conference will be held
in English
Website: http://www.vienna-conference.com/worldclimate/
index.html

IMPACTS WORLD 2013
International Conference on Climate Change Effects
Potsdam, May 27-30

The IMPACTS WORLD 2013 conference aims
to develop a new vision for climate impacts
research by laying the foundations for regular,
community-driven syntheses of climate change
impact analyses. It will bring together leading
scientists and decision makers from local to
international levels.
http://www.climate-impacts-2013.org/index.php?article_
id=2
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CCPOP - GHANA2013; 3rd - 7th June 2013
Venue & Location: University of Ghana, Legon - Accra,
Ghana

HOST: REGIONAL INSTITUTE FOR
POPULATION STUDIES (RIPS)
Theme: Climate Change Risks And
Development At Crossroads-Sharing Lessons
Background: This development knowledge
conference is intended to break the huge
barriers that have existed amongst potential
stakeholders over the years. It represents a call
for state and non-state actors from industry
including manufacturing and ICT, private
businesses, and civil society to join researchers
in Accra to pursue a new partnership agenda
on threats posed to humanity by climate
change. We believe that Energy usage
(including electricity, fuel, mechanisation, etc)
is a uniting factor when it comes to climate
change because the whole of society depends
on some form of energy to develop.

Stockholm, Sweden, July 15-16, 2013

The XXXIV. International Conference on
Climate Change and Global Warming aims
to bring together leading academic scientists,
researchers and scholars to exchange and
share their experiences and research results
about all aspects of Climate Change and Global
Warming, and discuss the practical challenges
encountered and the solutions adopted.
http://www.waset.org/conferences/2013/stockholm/
icccgw/

GREENHOUSE
2013
08 - 11 October 2013, Adelaide Convention
Centre, South Australia
GREENHOUSE 2013: A joint Australian
- New Zealand event. The latest in climate
change science, communication and policy
from leading presenters from Australia and
around the world. GREENHOUSE 2013 will
feature briefings on the contents of the IPCC
5th Assessment Report. The Working Group
1 (science) Summary for Policymakers will be
released shortly before our conference.

http://www.ug.edu.gh/ccpop-ghana2013/

http://www.greenhouse2013.com/

The New Zealand Climate Change
Conference 2013
The Convention Centre, Palmerston North,
New Zealand is the venue for this two day
conference (4-5 June 2013) where renowned
researchers from across New Zealand will
gather to showcase the latest climate change
research thinking and outputs.

International
Conference
on
Regional Climate - CORDEX 2013
A partnership between WCRP, the European
Commission and IPCC

Climate change research underpins or
touches on many aspects of society. The
invited speakers and the research papers we
expect to be presented at this conference will
provide an excellent overview of New Zealand
knowledge. The conference will also provide
a platform for discussion of knowledge gaps
and of needs for further work, and will be
an opportunity for building new relationships
between researchers, across organisations,
and with end-users.
http://www.nzcccconference.org/home

ICCCGW 2013 : International Conference
on Climate Change and Global Warming
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November 4-7, 2013, Brussels, Belgium

The International Conference on Regional
Climate - CORDEX 2013 brings together the
international community of regional climate
scientists to present and discuss results from
WCRP regional climate studies, with a particular
emphasis on the CORDEX initiative.
http://cordex2013.wcrp-climate.org/

Behavior, Energy and Climate Change
(BECC) Conference 2013
November 18-20, 2013, Sacramento, CA

The Behavior, Energy and Climate Change
(BECC) Conference 2013 is the premier
event focused on understanding behavior and
decision-making of individuals and organization
and on using that knowledge to accelerate our
transition to an energy efficient and low carbon
economy.
http://beccconference.org/

CMS ENVIS Centre invites papers for its

ission:
Last date for paper subm
Tuesday, Dec 31 2013

Handbook on Climate Change
Communication
Policies, Perceptions and Practices
Last date of paper submission: Dec 31, 2013 (Tuesday)
The Article 6 of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) clearly addresses the importance of climate change
communication to the general public and of engaging stakeholders in the
issue. It further highlights the responsibility of the participating countries to
change and its effects, to ensure public access to information, and to promote public

In Rio Earth Summit 1992 - UN Conference on Environment and Development,
world leaders produced international treaties calling for the full integration of
environmental, social and economic dimensions into development planning. The
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is one of the international agreements that
protects life on earth and covers all ecosystems, species, and genetic resources and
links traditional conservation efforts to the economic goal of using biological resources
sustainably. Importantly, the Convention is legally binding; countries that join it (‘Parties’)
are obliged to implement its provisions.

participation in addressing the issue (UNFCCC, 2008).

The CMS ENVIS Centre based in New Delhi, India on Environmental Communication
and Media is pleased to announce ‘Call for Papers’ for its handbook on Climate Change
Communication: Polices, Perceptions and Practices. The CMS ENVIS Centre is supported
by Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt of India.
The CMS ENVIS handbook will be a contribution in the scientiﬁc, cultural and political
discourses and deliberations among scientist, academicians, researchers, civil societies,
professionals, and practitioners on climate change communication. This on-line
handbook is a non-commercial and non-partisan initiative of CMS ENVIS Centre.
The papers in the different domains of climate change communication are invited on
citizens/ media/ communication research (primary or secondary research; qualitative
or quantitative; theoretical and empirical result-based), public engagement campaigns,
case studies, experiences and experiments, climate change communication programmes
and policies, grassroots innovations.

The Convention on Biological Diversity convention recognised for the first time in
international law that the conservation of biological diversity is “a common concern of
humankind” and is an integral part of the development process.

For more information:
The Coordinator, CMS ENVIS
RESEARCH HOUSE
Saket Community Centre
New Delhi 110 017, INDIA
Email: cms-env@nic.in

The complete paper including table, graphs and text should not exceed more than 12,000
words and abstract of the paper is limited to 250 words. The paper with all copyright
details should be submitted to cms-env@nic.in

With the mission sustainability “the Aichi Targets (named after Japanese realm where new
goals to conserve the biodiversity were set two years ago) are aimed at addressing the
underlying causes of biodiversity loss, reducing the direct pressure on it and improving the
status by safeguarding ecosystems, species and the genetic diversity. Aichi Biodiversity
Target 1 has set that by 2020, at the latest, make people aware of the value of biodiversity
and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

www.cmsenvis.nic.in

Environment calendar
January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

This occasion calls for mainstreaming biodiversity and galvanising public attention on
biodiversity conservation related issues in the world. Keeping Aichi Biodiversity Target
1 in view, the New Delhi based CMS ENVIS Centre on Environmental Communication
and Media is pleased to announce ‘Call for Papers’ for its second handbook in series on
HANDBOOK ON BIODIVERSITY COMMUNICATION, ENGAGEMENT AND AWARENESS:
Policies, Perceptions and Practices. The CMS ENVIS Centre is supported by Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Govt of India.

October

The CMS ENVIS handbook will be a contribution in the scientific, cultural and political
discourses and deliberations among scientist, academicians, researchers, civil societies,
professionals, and practitioners on biodiversity communication. This on-line handbook is
a non-commercial and non-partisan initiative of CMS ENVIS Centre.

16 – World Food Day

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

21- World Forestry Day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation

The papers in the different domains of biodiversity communication are invited on citizens/
media/ communication research (primary or secondary research; qualitative or quantitative;
theoretical and empirical result-based), public engagement campaigns, case studies,
experiences, experiments, biodiversity communication, education, public awareness
programmes, policies and grassroots innovations. The complete paper not exceed more
than 12,000 words (including table, graphs and text) and abstract 250 words should be
submitted to cms-env@nic.in.

of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict

23 -World Meteorological Day

Handbook on Biodiversity
Communication Engagement
and Awareness
Policies, Perceptions and Practices

develop and implement educational and public awareness programmes on climate

March

Call for Papers

August

10 – World science Day

April

6- Hiroshima Day

21 – World Television Day

5- National Maritime Day

9 – Nagasaki Day

7- World Health Day

9 – International Day of the World Indigenous people

December

22- World Earth Day

2– Bhopal Tragedy Day/ National Pollution Day

30- No Tobacco Day

11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day

www.cmsenvis.nic.in

For more information:
The Coordinator, CMS ENVIS,
RESEARCH HOUSE, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi 110 017, INDIA
Email: cms-env@nic.in

Jan–Mar & Apr–June 2013

Environment

Promoting Responsibility

E

stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research
based think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support
improved policymaking.
CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of
CMS, has been involved multifariously in policy research and programme
evaluation aimed at creating sustainable solutions for environment
protection. CMS Environment Team has also been consistently undertaken
capacity building and enhancing initiatives with range of stakeholders to
orient on contemporary environment issues like climate change, sustainable
transport, conservation, etc.

Cms Envis Centre

CMS
ENVIS
Newsletter on

Environment
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About the theme

3

Green films resource centre

In Black & White

6

Established in 2007, the Audio Visual Resource Centre (AVRC) is a state-ofthe-art archive of documentaries, films and audio spots on environment and
development issues.
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CMS ENVIS Parent organisation:
P N Vasanti, Director, CMS
pnvasanti@cmsindia.org

Doha

Theme

Established in 2000, CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated
by Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India
to facilitate information dissemination and further the cause of
environment awareness and sensitisation. A separate space in its campus has
been allocated to house documentary films, spots/ public service messages,
info-mercials, quiz programmes, jingles etc. on environmental and wildlife
issues. www.cmsenvis.nic

For more information:
Anand A Jha, Co-ordinator
CMS ENVIS Centre, RESEARCH HOUSE
Saket Community Centre, New Delhi 110 017
P: 91-11-2684 4020, 2685 1660, F: 91-11-2696 8282
cms@envis.nic.in
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