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The main features of GREEN VOICE are:
Research Paper scholarly written paper contains original research results or reviews existing results or show a totally
new invention related with theme

Column recurring piece or article in a newspaper, magazine or other publication accordance with the theme
In Black and White some of the leading environmental news coverage in the print media for over a quarter
Facets profile of a person who has contributed significantly to environment awareness
through media tools

Editorial Board

Talk Over exclusive interviews with people actively engaged in environment advocacy
such as filmmakers, journalists, photographers etc.

Dr N Bhaskar Rao
Chairman, CMS

NGO Vignettes profile of an NGO or civil society organisation also in accordance

Ms P N Vasanti
Director General, CMS

with the theme

Open Windows useful website links in accordance with the theme

Ms Annu Anand
Head, CMS Advocacy

On Air media update on programmes being aired by various channels

Mr Prabhakar Kumar
Coordinator, Media Lab

Viewpoint article by an expert on some contemporary issue
Feature focuses on particular people, places, and events, and it goes into great detail regarding concepts and ideas
of specific issues

Media Analysis media trend analysis of environment news - quarterly
Latest Green Films regular updates on fascinating films by Indian filmmakers on environment and wildlife
Books latest books and publications on the theme of the newsletter

Environment calendar
January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

October

March

16 – World Food Day

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

21- World Forestry Day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation
of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict

23 -World Meteorological Day
August

10 – World science Day

April

6- Hiroshima Day

21 – World Television Day

5- National Maritime Day

9 – Nagasaki Day

7- World Health Day

9 – International Day of the World Indigenous people

22- World Earth Day

December
2– Bhopal Tragedy Day/ National Pollution Day
11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day

About the Theme
COP22, Marrakech
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) entered into force in 1994, aimed at reducing greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atmosphere. The Conference of the Parties
(COP) was designated as the supreme governing body of the
Convention.
The 22nd session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP22) will focus on
action items in order to achieve the priorities of The Paris Agreement,
especially related to adaptation, transparency, technology transfer,
mitigation, capacity building and loss and damages.
Morocco hosted the 22nd Session of the Conference of Parties
(COP22) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in Bab-Ighli, Marrakech from 7 November 2016 18 November 2016. COP22 built on last year’s Conference of Parties
in Paris (COP21), focusing on action to achieve the commitments of
the landmark Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
The Paris Agreement recognizes the importance of food security
as part of the international response to climate change. In this way,
COP22 was an opportunity for FAO to provide technical advice to
member countries to support their involvement in the negotiations
and in meeting their UNFCCC commitments, ensuring the linkages
between climate change, agriculture, and food security. Agriculture
sectors are key in addressing climate change.
The Twenty Second Sessions of the Conference of the Parties of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCCCOP 22) and the Twelfth Sessions of the Conference of the Parties
Serving as the Meeting of the Parties of the Kyoto protocol (CMP 12)
are being held in Marrakesh.
The Conference successfully demonstrated to the world that the
implementation of the Paris Agreement is underway and the constructive
spirit of multilateral cooperation on climate change continues.
Over 1,500 journalists from across the world cover the 22nd Conference
of the Parties (COP 22) to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, which took place in Marrakech until November 18,
2016.

•

We work with companies to harvest lessons on the enabling
policies needed for business to go further and faster with their
climate ambition, and advocate for improved policies both
internationally and domestically to catalyze this ambition.

As part of our advocacy, here at COP22 we look to
governments to:
•

If COP21 was about securing commitment, COP22 in Marrakech
is very much about embarking on implementation. We Mean
Business supports this in three ways:

Scale up enabling policies through the Global Climate Action
Agenda and the Technical Examination Processes on mitigation
and adaptation

•

Fully implement Networked Carbon Markets through domestic
legislation and regulation

•

•

Drive towards net zero emissions by communicating long-term
low GHG development strategies

•

Connect non-state action to an increase in ambition with every
five-year NDC cycle, starting in 2018

•

Mobilize climate finance at scale from public and private sources

•

Enact meaningful pricing of carbon

•

Build climate-resilient economies and communities

Beyond Paris: The Agenda for Cop22

•

We encourage new and additional commitments to climate
action from the private sector. This contributes to further bending
the curve towards and below 2°C.
We encourage business to demonstrate their progress in meeting
their own climate targets. This serves as a model for transparency
and accountability, and showcases best practices that others can
follow.
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ARTICLE
Marrakech climate talks
produced defiance towards
Trump, but little else
Luke Kemp

(Luke is a lecturer at the Australian National University
(ANU) in both climate and environmental policy)

In many ways, the Marrakech climate summit
was entirely ordinary. As is usually the case,
the first week was spent drowning in technical
detail while most of the second was dedicated
to photo opportunities and political speeches.
And as always the negotiations ran over time,
finishing early on Saturday morning.
But while this latest “Conference of the
Parties” (COP) was intended to be an
“action COP”, aimed at getting down to the
business of implementing the Paris Climate
Agreement reached last year, it will mainly
be remembered as the “Trump COP”. It was
a summit held under the spectre of renewed
US climate recalcitrance in the wake of the
surprise election result, which dropped like a
bombshell on the summit’s third day.
The main topic of debate in the first week
was the creation of a “Paris Rulebook”, set
to be finalised by the end of 2018. The Paris
Agreement sets up a loose skeleton for a
pledge-and-review system of deepening
emissions-reduction targets over the coming
decades. Marrakech was intended to be one
of the main political moments to put some
flesh on the bare bones of this framework.
Such details included establishing the target
years for future pledges, how to ensure
transparency in action, and how the collective
review of pledges (the “global stocktake”)
would be conducted.

created in 2001 to help developing countries
deal with climate adaptation costs – was also
kicked down the road for future discussions.

Roadmaps and ratification
Yet despite the slow progress of the central
negotiations, Marrakech also produced
plenty of promises of future action. Australia
was among 11 countries that ratified the
Paris Agreement during the summit, bringing
the total to 111 since the treaty opened for
signatures in April. The fact that countries
continued to ratify even after Donald Trump
won the keys to the White House was seen
as a hopeful sign of resistance against his
promise to unravel the Paris treaty.
During the summit’s closing days, 47 of
the world’s poorest and most climatically
vulnerable countries pledged to shift to 100%
renewable energy as soon as possible.
Many richer and more powerful countries
showed ambition too. Germany and Brazil
were among 22 countries – plus 15 cities
and 196 businesses – that committed to the
“2050 pathways platform”, which involves
developing strategies to become largely
carbon-neutral by mid-century.
The United States signed up to the platform
too, unveiling a plan to cut greenhouse
emissions by at least 80%, relative to 2005
levels, by 2050. Unfortunately, this is unlikely
to become official US government policy any
time in at least the next four years.
There was also the release of the “Marrakech
Action Proclamation”, an ambitious if
vague one-pager pushed by the Moroccan
government. The proclamation reaffirms
numerous existing agreements and commits
to the “full implementation” of the Paris
Agreement and “to bring together the whole
international community”.

The going was slow and the outcomes
procedural. On many issues, countries
have got no further than agreeing on what
questions need answering. The answers will
have to wait for next November’s climate
summit in Bonn.

Two common threads unite these various
initiatives. First, while all are ambitious, they all
also lack legal substance and specifics. They
are political promises made in a time of tumult.

Moreover, the schism between developed
and developing countries over their respective
responsibility for the climate problem began to
reappear after being largely buried in Paris.

Second, they have a clear subtext: a note
of defiance in the face of the potential threat
that President-elect Trump poses to the Paris
Agreement.

The meeting agreed that 2017 will mark the
start of a five-year plan to address “Loss and
Damage”, a broad category that includes
both sudden and chronic climate impacts.
But the tricky question of whether to continue
with the Kyoto Protocol’s Adaptation Fund –

The Trump COP
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Before November 9, the negotiations seemed
largely unperturbed by the external world,
secure in the prospect of a Hillary Clinton
victory.
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The election result’s impact was stark. Young
activists wept and rallied; civil society held
emergency strategy sessions. Many of the
negotiations continued unabated, but unease
was expressed behind the scenes.
Some delegations used the US election
outcome for more sinister purposes. Saudi
Arabia was reported to have told some
delegations that Paris was dead under
President-elect Trump, and that negotiations
should instead turn back towards the original
UN climate convention first agreed in 1992.
Behind closed doors, ministers doubtless
discussed how to handle the incipient Trump
presidency. The (now defeated) French
presidential candidate Nicholas Sarkozy
threatened to put a carbon tax on US imports if
Trump withdraws from the Paris Agreement.
Just one day after the election, Venezuela
publicly asked a US negotiator whether Trump
would cause a “second Kyoto” – a reference
to the disruption caused by former president
George W. Bush’s refusal to ratify the earlier
treaty. The response was coy, noting that no
one knows what Trump will actually do.
Almost every side event had at least one
Trump-related question that sent silent
shudders through the room. France’s current
president, François Hollande, warned Trump
that the Paris Agreement is “irreversible”.
On the final day, the incoming presidency of
Fiji (which will host the next climate summit
in Bonn rather than at home) pleaded with
Trump and invited him to visit the island
nation to see the effects of climate change
at first hand.
But there was little beyond the bluster. These
were all emotive moments that drew applause,
but ultimately were toothless speeches that
neither Trump nor his transition team is likely
to hear or heed.
Unfortunately, the official negotiations did
not make the time to discuss how to address
a renegade United States. This has been
justified as a “wait and see” approach,
but it looks more like a rabbit stuck in the
headlights.
The negotiators in Marrakech spent so much
time discussing future processes, yet could
not summon the courage and foresight to
confront a potentially existential threat headon. A cynic would say that is fitting and
symbolic of the climate negotiations to date.
https://theconversation.com/marrakech-climate-talksproduced-defiance-towards-trump-but-little-else-69056

Feature
Wasting food is akin to being ‘carbon
criminal’: Anil Madhav Dave
November 15, 2016, The Economic Times

MARRAKECH:
Wasting
food
is
akin
to
being
a
“carbon
criminal”, Environment Minister Anil
Madhav Dave has said while calling for
making a lifestyle of minimum carbon
footprint a movement of the future.
Dave, who is here to take part in the
Conference of Parties (CoP22), also
released books on ‘Low Carbon Lifestyle’
and ‘Lifestyle for minimum Carbon Footprint’ at the India Pavilion.
“Wasting food is akin to being a ‘carbon criminal’. #COP22,” Dave
tweeted yesterday.
“Let us make a lifestyle of minimum carbon footprint a movement of the
future. Winds of change always start from self & from within. #COP22,”
he said in a series of tweets. Giving his message on Children’s day, Dave
said they should take only as much food as they want in their plate.
“My message to Children on Children’s Day today -- ‘Take only as much
food as you want in your plate’,” he said.
Earlier yesterday, he said India wants a broad outline or roadmap for
the implementation of the Paris agreement to be finalised at the crucial
climate change conference.
The CoP22 started on November 7 and will go on till November 18 as
nations continue their work on strengthening the global response to the
threat of climate change, with the central focus on enhancing ambition,
promoting implementation and providing support.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/wasting-food-is-akin-to-beingcarbon-criminal-anil-madhav-dave/printarticle/55433252.cms

India believes in Climate justice:
Anil Madhav Dave
November 16, 2016, The Times of India

NEW DELHI: India believes and firmly rooted in Climate Justice, said
environment and forest minister Anil Madhav Dave. Dave deliberated
Indian views in meeting with the COP 22 President Salaheddine
Mezouar. He said that India is committed with sustainable lifestyle and
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) will remain central
to India’s course of action.
Dave met the COP 22 President Salaheddine Mezouar, on the sidelines
of the ongoing COP 22 at Bab Ighli, here. The cordial meeting saw the
two leaders discussing a wide range of issues, which will be coming
up for consideration over the next few days of the annual climate
conference being held from 07th -18th November 2016.
He also proposed to the President COP, that in his capacity as the head
of the current Climate Summit, a Call from Marrakesh will be a good
sign for streamlining actions envisioned by the global community.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/good-governance/centre/India-believes-in-Climate-justiceAnil-Madhav-Dave/articleshow/55452356.cms

Panel Member COP22 Opinion Pieces
In response to the climate change meetings being held in
Marrakesh, Morocco, our panel members have commented
on the issues that are most pressing for African countries as
a whole.
Strive Masiyiwa: COP22 – Green
investments is the only bet
In every sphere of life, Africans are
great innovators and entrepreneurs.
You only have to step into an
African market to see and hear that
ingenuity. But every entrepreneur
needs investment, and that’s where things often get tough in
Africa… African countries need investment, too. Right now,
in particular, they need investment so they can adapt to the
effects of climate change and play their part in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.
Michel Camdessus: Climate action
is more urgent than ever, and we
know what to do
It’s clear what countries have to do
this week in Morocco at COP22,
the latest global climate talks. They
have to turn the Paris pledges into
immediate action. They need to revise those pledges upwards,
to have a chance of limiting global warming to less than 2C,
the Paris goal. And they must focus their action on the world’s
most vulnerable countries.
Peter Eigen: Protect fish stocks to
build climate resilience along
African coasts
The fishing communities dotted along
Africa’s often inhospitable coastline
have overcome many challenges
before. But they now face some of
their most difficult challenges ever. Many depend on fishing
for their survival, but their fish stocks are declining and climate
change accelerates that decline. The warming, rising, more
acidic seas affect habitats and reproduction.
Linah Mohohlo: At COP22, it is
important to ensure that climate
finance meets Africa’s needs
Climate change is the biggest
problem we have ever had to face,
as communities, countries and the
planet. This means it is an expensive
problem given that adjusting economies to limit greenhouse
gas emissions costs money; so too does adapting agriculture,
water use and coastlines.
http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/cop22-panel-memberopinions/?gclid=Cj0KEQiA_eXEBRDP8fnIlJDXxsIBEiQAAGfyoaCxpC6mhLqqDroHAouG_YRAx1Fw9SfiKgIvuSz33saAtS-8P8HAQ
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Column
Marrakech Action
Proclamation sends out a
strong signal on climate
November 18, 2016, The Hindu,
Vidya Venkat, Marrakech

The nearly 200 nations attending the UN
climate summit here, adopted the Marrakech
Action Proclamation late on Thursday
evening, sending out a strong signal to the
world on climate action.
Responding to an invitation to this end
by the King of Morocco, Mohammed VI,
heads of state from close to 90 countries
and delegations from other UN member
countries issued this proclamation, a key
document emerging from the negotiations at
COP22, to signal a shift towards a new era
of implementation and action on climate and
sustainable development.
“Our climate is warming at an alarming and
unprecedented rate and we have an urgent
duty to respond. We welcome the Paris
Agreement, adopted under the Convention, its
rapid entry into force, with its ambitious goals,
its inclusive nature and its reflection of equity
and common but differentiated responsibilities
and respective capabilities, in the light of
different national circumstances, and we affirm
our commitment to its full implementation,” the
Proclamation read out by COP22 President
Salaheddine Mezouar said.

Irreversible
Referring to the momentum on climate change
worldwide, and in many multilateral fora,
the Proclamation said that this momentum
was irreversible, being driven not only by
governments, but by science, business and
global action of all types at all levels. The
Proclamation stressed on nations having to
rapidly build on the post-Paris momentum,
and move forward purposefully to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and to foster
adaptation efforts, thereby benefiting and
supporting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development that was adopted at the UN
headquarters in New York last year.
The UN climate summit here had started
under the shadows of the US Presidential
elections results and the ascent of Donald
Trump, who has called climate change a
hoax and threatened to pull out of the treaty.
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Nations at COP22 also got together to launch the 2050 Pathways platform.
This had been the source of much uncertainty
and anxiety at the summit. The Proclamation,
therefore, called for the highest political
commitment to combat climate change, as a
matter of urgent priority.
Countries also demanded solidarity with
those countries most vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change, highlighting the
need to support efforts aimed to enhance
their adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience
and reduce vulnerability.

Climate finance stressed
The countries also called for an increase
in the volume, flow and access to finance
for climate projects, alongside improved
capacity and technology, including from the
developed to the developing countries. “We,
the Developed Country Parties, reaffirm our
USD $100 billion mobilisation goal. We,
unanimously, call for further climate action
and support, well in advance of 2020, taking
into account the specific needs and special
circumstances of developing countries,
the least developed countries and those
particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts
of climate change,” the Proclamation read.
The nations, who are Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol (which does not include the U.S.)
also encouraged the speedy ratification of
the Doha Amendment with its focus on pre2020 action.

Closing the gap
Given the gaps in emissions reduction to
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stay on course for keeping global warming
levels under 2C, nations also called for
urgently raising ambition and strengthening
cooperation amongst countries to close the
gap between current emissions trajectories
and the pathway needed to meet the long-term
temperature goals of the Paris Agreement.
To this end, the “2050 pathways platform”, a
multi-stakeholder initiative, was adopted by the
High-Level Climate Champions here, aimed at
supporting those seeking to devise long-term,
net zero-greenhouse gas, climate-resilient
and sustainable development pathways.
High-Level Climate Champions Laurence
Tubiana of France and Hakima El Haite of
Morroco spoke at the Marrakech summit on
Thursday evening inviting nations to set on a
path of decarbonisation. The 2050 pathways
platform will support countries seeking to
develop long-term deep decarbonisation
strategies, including through the sharing
of resources, knowledge and experiences,
an official statement said. It will also build
a broader constellation of cities, states,
and companies engaged in long-term
low-emissions planning of their own, and
in support of the national strategies, the
statement added.
Already, 22 countries have started or are
about to start the process of preparing a 2050
pathway. Many others are expected to join.
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-andenvironment/Marrakech-Action-Proclamation-sends-out-astrong-signal-on-climate/article16667555.ece

COP 22: Now begins the fun
October 11, 2016, Paris

The Paris Agreement on climate change was
like the birth of a baby, at Marrakech this
November the baby has to begin to walk,
writes M. Ramesh

The global movement for climate change
mitigation crossed a key milestone on October
7. The Paris Agreement formally ‘entered
into force’, after 55 countries with cumulative
emissions accounting for 55 per cent of
global greenhouse gas emissions ratified the
Agreement, whose text was agreed upon at
the Conference of Parties-21 meeting at Paris
last December. All parties and observers have
noted with glee that this ‘entry into force’ has
happened a lot quicker than earlier expected,
an indication that there is political will to do
something about climate change.
As this paper has pointed out earlier, the
‘Agreement’ is more a consensus that
increase in global warming has to be limited to
2 degrees (above circa 1850 levels). Towards
this end, countries voluntarily committed to
doing what they put on the table as ‘intended
nationally determined contributions’, or
INDCs. For instance, India has said it would
bring down emission intensity of GDP by 30
per cent over 2005 levels and 40 per cent of
India’s electricity generating capacity in the
year 2030 will be non-fossil fuel based. Other
countries said they would do other things.
While many have hailed the Paris Agreement
as “historic”, others have laughed at it. Prof
James E Hansen of Columbia University,
a former NASA scientist, has described it
as “worthless words”. Because, if a country
does not do what it said it would, there is
no provision to enforce due performance,
except shaming it in public. But even that
is not possible, because many countries
have allowed themselves sufficient wriggle
room in their INDC promises. India, for
example, has said that its aim to have 40
per cent of installed power capacity based
on non-fossil fuels would take place “with the
help of transfer of technology and low cost
international finance.”

Furthermore, even assuming all countries
do everything they promised, earth’s
temperature will still rise by 2.7 degrees—a
significant deviation from the target. The food
on the table is not enough to satisfy hunger.

Baby steps
Anyway, the Paris Agreement was like the
birth of a baby, and now, a year down the
line, the baby has to begin to walk. The
first baby-steps are expected to be taken at
COP-22, which will be held in November in
the Moroccan city of Marrakech. And that’s
where the real fight begins.
The Marrakech meeting will be more important
than Paris. Here is where ‘modalities,
procedures, guidelines’ – MPG – will be
evolved for countries to meet their ‘nationally
determined contributions’ (the word ‘intended’
has been dropped after the agreement
at Paris.) Discussions will revolve around
mobilising finance, technology transfers,
developing carbon markets, global stocktake (of a five-yearly review of progress)
and so on, each of which is contentious. Jo
Tyndall of New Zealand, who co-chairs the
Ad-hoc working group on Paris Agreement
(APA), cautions that “while political heat
has been turned down, the fault lines that
existed before Paris have not gone away.”
Since Marrakech conference is ‘getting down
to business’, these fault lines will be even
starkly visible. “The hardest work is ahead to
turn the transformational promise of the Paris
Agreement into reality,” say experts at the
World Resources Institute, in a recent article.

Funds is the key
For COP-22 to take matters anywhere near
reality, it should discuss finance. How to
make funds available for green projects
in developing countries. While Article 9 of
the Paris Agreement says that developed
countries “shall provide” financial resources
to assist developing countries, there is
no mention of how, how much and what
counts as financial resources. These will be
discussed at COP-22, and one might expect
considerable heat when that happens.
The Paris Agreement (Article 15) speaks
of a “facilitative” compliance mechanism.
(“We don’t know what that means,” says Jo
Tyndall.) The mechanism shall also be “nonadversarial and non-punitive”. At the heart
of ‘compliance’ is a system that measures,
verifies and reports whether each country
has been as good as its word. COP-22 will
begin the process of evolution of such a
mechanism – not an easy task, because
countries (including India) baulk at outsiders

checking out on them.
The COP-22 will also discuss trade issues
– such as what to do when there is a clash
between climate agreements and, say, WTO.
For instance, if an Indian company exports its
product cheaper because it has received a
subsidy for using green technology, will that
subsidy be WTO-compliant? Or, is a country
justified in putting a carbon duty on an
imported good if it thinks that the exporting
country has lax carbon regulations?

India flexing its muscles
India, for one, has made it clear that it
is not in a mood to take things lying down
at Marrakech. In a statement issued on
October 1, a day before it would ratify the
Paris Agreement, the Indian government
forthrightly expressed its disappointment
over the flow of climate funds. The statement
notes that the $ 10.3 billion committed to the
Green Climate Fund cumulatively in the last
six years, (in contrast with the aim of reaching
annual commitments of $ 100 billion by
2020,) “does not match the enormous finance
and technology requirements indicated by
developed countries in their INDCs.”
The statement further stressed the need to
remove barriers to access green technology
and provision of finance to meet the costs
of cutting-edge technology. The message is
simple. If, for example, India wants access
to a technology of a superconducting wind
turbine generator, which GE has developed,
to help it ramp up its renewable energy rollout, GE should give the technology, and
the developed countries should pay for
it. Regardless of whether India is justified
or not, only a simpleton would expect
developed countries to play ball. India is bent
on holding developed countries to account,
at COP-22. “People in developed countries
live extravagant lifestyles with high carbon
footprint,” the statement says – something
that is likely to resonate with the thinking in
many other developing countries.
Thus, some tough negotiations are ahead at
the African city. Don’t forget that any country
can still walk out of the Agreement after three
years. So, if President Donald Trump dislikes
the deal, he only needs to wait out the period.
Delivering the Paris baby might have been
without much labour pain. But raising it to
adulthood is not likely to be easy.
(This article was published on October 11, 2016)
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/specials/clean-tech/
cop-22-now-begins-the-fun/article9208324.ece
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In Black & White
At CoP 22, India will highlight climate impact
on Himalayas
November 07, 2016, The Hindu, Almora

India will host a special side event during the UN Climate Change
Conference opening on Monday at Marrakech, Morocco, on the 12
Himalayan States that face the impact of a changing climate.
The Himalayas provide water to 1.3 billion people in Asia, but have been
inadequately represented over the past three decades in climate change
discussions, an expert said. “Currently, the Himalayas are not spoken
about even at discussions in international forums on mountain countries,”
P.PDhyani, Director of the Almora-based G.B. Pant National Institute of
Himalayan Environment and Sustainable Development, said.
Dr. Dhyani said the Centre has asked the G.B. Pant Institute to represent
the 12 Himalayan States at the Conference of the Parties (CoP 22)
of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change being held
between November 7 and 18. The Hindu Kush region was represented
at UNFCCC by the Nepal-based International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development. At the CoP on November 17, the impact of
climate change on disasters, biodiversity, livelihood, and agriculture
will be highlighted. “Though the Himalayas are warming faster than the
global average, they are not yet in focus,” he said. Plans to mitigate
climate impact will be drawn up.
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/At-CoP-22-India-will-highlightclimate-impact-on-Himalayas/article16438399.ece

India hailed at COP22 for commitment to
climate change
November 10, 2016, Business Standard, Marrakech

Surprised by India’s initiatives in clean energy and coal dependency
reduction, the international climate research organisations at COP22
here said that the country is set to “over-achieve” its emission intensity
targets.

expansion of renewable energy after 2022, for which no targets have
been set, would result in India also overshooting its 2030 non-fossil
capacity target,” Hohne said. The information was given by Climate
Action Tracker (CAT), a global scientific analysis, produced by three
international research organisations.
“With every sign that China is now beginning to reduce its coal and
carbon dioxide emissions, development in India are amongst the most
important underway globally,” the CAT report highlighted.
CAT pointed out that India’s NDC, however, does not reflect these
developments under the Paris Agreement. Which means India’s results
are better in field rather than on papers.
As per some UNFCCC experts, the down-toning of India’s actions on
its NDC could be a clever step, as reflecting its domestic commitments
on its NDC might jeopardise the international financial assistance that
India, along with other developing countries, would receive.
Commenting on other countries, the CAT report said: “Neither the NDC
commitment nor current policies are ambitious enough to limit global
warming to below two degree Celsius, let alone the Paris Agreement’s
stronger 1.5 degrees limit, unless other countries make much deeper
reduction and comparably greater effort.”
The report also praised China for cutting down coal use for third year in a
row and being on track to reduce carbon dioxide reduction. It, however,
pointed out the absence of commitments on other greenhouse gases
in China, due to which the emissions would continue to increase until
at least 2030.
Commenting on the probability that US President-elect Donald Trump
might roll back from Paris Climate Change Agreement, Niklas Hohne
said, “Global climate leadership is open to China if Trump rolls back.”
“This would change the political dynamics significantly,” Hohne added.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/india-hailed-at-cop22-for-commitmentto-climate-change-116111001375_1.html

According to an analysis, the on-ground actions are more effective
than what India has reflected in its Paris Agreement commitments in its
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) -- a country’s plan to reduce
its emissions.

Made efforts to ensure actions based on
equity: India on COP22

“We expected that the emissions from coal-fired power would increase
but we don’t see that. We instead see that there’s a huge renewable
energy installations and this is growing rapidly. This is very positive
and was surprising for us,” Professor Niklas Hohne from New Climate
Institute said at a media briefing at the 22nd Conference of the Parties
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP22).

India today said it participated “constructively” in the crucial climate
change conference here to ensure that actions are based on the
principles of equity and climate justice.

About 60 per cent of India’s electricity comes from coal-based power
plants. However, India has set a target to increase its clean energy
share -- solar and wind -- by 40 per cent by 2022 to 175 Giga Watts and
100 GW solar alone. India’s solar mission is one of the fastest growing
in the world.
“With those targets (175 GW of clean energy), India is already set
to over-achieve its emissions intensity target. The likely continued
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November 20, 2016, The Hindu

Building on the momentum created in the last one year, countries at the
Marrakech climate change summit on Friday agreed to conclude the
framing of rules for the implementation of Paris agreement by 2018.
India said in association with developing countries, it was able to ensure
that climate actions are based on the principles of equity and common
but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR) and climate justice.
The conference concluded on November 18 with the main thrust to
develop rules for operationalising the Paris agreement and advance
work on Pre-2020 actions, India said.

“India, led by Environment Minister Anil Madhav Dave, participated
constructively in association with developing countries to ensure that
climate actions are based on the principles of equity and CBDR and
climate justice,” an Environment Ministry statement said.
“The Paris Agreement has clearly recognised the principle of
differentiation between developed and developing countries and the
current round was focused on operationalising it in rules pertaining to
adaptation, mitigation, finance, technology transfer, capacity building
and transparency frameworks,” it said.
After two weeks of negotiations, the conference also underscored the
urgent need for early action on the part of developed countries to make
emission cuts in accordance to their commitments in the Kyoto protocol
which still has four years to go before its expiry in 2020.

change with broad participation from different ministries, civil society,
NGOs, industry among others.
India climate experts, however, said that the conference ended without
making any breakthroughs under critical agenda items including
agriculture, finance, adaptation and pre-2020 actions.
They said that COP 22 was named as ‘COP of Action’ but ended up
being ‘COP of Distraction’ primarily because of US elections results.
As far as India was concerned, deputy director general CSE Chandra
Bhushan said the country had no clear position regarding issues
affecting its poor, including agriculture, adaptation and loss and
damage.

Paris agreement finalised in December last year entered into force in
less than a year and the summit also welcomed it.

“India did not contribute much to the discussions on the issues that
affect its poor and neither the Indian negotiators were willing to openly
explain their position on these issues,” Bhushan said.

The conference, which was held amid reports that US under Donald
Trump could pull out from the Paris pact, saw the passing of a document
in which parties agreed to meet again in 2017 to “review progress”.

“It publicised sustainable lifestyle and environmental justice. However,
it was found wanting and there was no elaboration of what it actually
meant by these two concepts,” he said.

The conference saw a political call — Marrakech Action Proclamation
— being given asking countries to combat climate change as a matter
of “urgent priority” while noting that climate is warming at an “alarming
and unprecedented” rate.
“The Marrakech Action proclamation for our climate and sustainable
development captured the sense of urgency to take action on climate
change while ensuring sustainable development,” the statement said.
“It initiated work on adaptation fund to serve the Paris agreement. The
Pre-2020 actions including mobilisation of USD 100 billion per year
and other support to developing countries was a key element of this
proclamation,” it said.
India had earlier welcomed the proclamation, saying that most of its
demands including the issue of providing finance to developing nations
to tackle climate change has been incorporated and the country will
continue to push its agenda as per the Paris agreement.
Noting that there were many efforts to derail the process here,
Environment Minister Dave had said despite being held right after
Paris, the Marrakech conference has stuck to the right direction which
is its success.
India had pushed for inclusion of sustainable lifestyle with minimum
carbon footprint and a clear cut mention of flow of funds in the draft of
the political proclamation which was earlier made.
India today said it participated in the Facilitative Dialogue on Pre 2020
actions at the conference and highlighted various time bound actions
that can be taken to bridge the emission gap and provide accelerated
support to developing countries.
“Overall, the outcomes represent a forward movement in the climate
actions especially on the implementation front,” the statement said.
India said its pavilion was the centre of attraction and received wide
acclamation. Over 20 side events were held on India’s action on climate

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Made-efforts-to-ensure-actions-based-on-equityIndia-on-COP22/article16669030.ece

Climate change discussions on finance likely
to dominate meetings in Marrakesh
November 07, 2016, The Indian Express, Amitabh Sinha, Marrakech

The past one year has been extremely fruitful for the fight against
climate change. The Paris Agreement, finalised in the French capital
in December last year, was far more robust than what many had
feared it would be. Then, in less than a year, it was able to mobilise
the minimum number of ratifications to have the fastest entry into force
for any major international agreement. In between, countries were
able to forge an agreement to slow down the growth of emissions from
international aviation after 2020. And, the amendment to Montreal
Protocol finalised in Rwanda last month to enable a quick phasedown of hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) compounds has the potential to be
a game-changer.
Understandably, there is euphoria all around. The smiley boards that
were put up across the world on green-lit up iconic buildings last Friday
to mark the entry into force of the Paris Agreement carried the message
‘We did it’. The celebrations and self-congratulation is likely to continue
on the opening couple of days at the latest round of annual climate
change conference in Marrakesh which begins on Monday.
Impressive as this year-long journey has been, there is still a huge
amount of distance to cover. The Paris Agreement has created the
larger framework for global action against climate change, but some
hugely contentious issues still remain to be settled, the most prominent
being that of finance.

Old Battles
Rich and industrialised countries are obligated to provide climate
finance to the developing nations to help them deal with the impacts of
climate change. The rich countries have promised to mobilise at least
USD 100 billion per year from the year 2020. Developing countries have
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been demanding to know the progress on
this promise, but what has come from the rich
world has disappointed as well as angered
them. In an estimate released a few weeks
ago, the rich countries have claimed that they
were on road to raise at least USD 64 billion
just from public finance by the year 2020.
However, these estimates were based on a
discredited OECD report released last year
which had claimed that more than USD 60
billion dollars in climate finance had already
flowed from the developed to the developing
world between the years 2010 and 2014. Not
surprisingly, the developing countries are
both disappointed and angry.
Discussions on finance are likely to dominate
the meetings in Marrakesh. An associated
issue is that of loss and damages. The most
vulnerable countries, like the small islands,
have been demanding that they should be
compensated for the damages they are
facing as a result of climate change. These
countries have negligible contribution in
global warming but are facing the worst
impacts.

Separate Meeting of Paris
Members
The entry into force of the Paris Agreement
will trigger the beginning of a new separate
meeting at the climate change conferences.
This meeting, to be called CMA, will be held
at the climate conferences every year. CMA
will be the meeting of members of the Paris
Agreement, just like the members of the
Kyoto Protocol meet separately at every
climate conference.
So far 100 countries have ratified the Paris
Agreement and thus become its member.
These 100 countries can participate in CMA1
at Marrakesh and discuss issues related to
Paris Agreement, including on the rules that
need to be framed to guide its implementation.
However, CMA1 will not take any decisions
as of now as countries have agreed to wait for
some time to let other countries also ratify the
Paris Agreement, thus making the decisionmaking in CMA much more broad-based.
New institutions are also likely to come up for
the implementation of the Paris Agreement.
Discussions on two of them, a Technology
Framework for enabling transfer of technology
to poor and developing countries, and a Paris
Committee on Capacity Building, are expected
to make some progress in Marrakesh.
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India has stressed that the principle of
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities
and Respective Capabilities (CBDR&RC) —
a principle that demands greater action from
the developed countries — must continue to
guide all the implementing arrangements for
the Paris Agreement.

Shadow of us Elections
However, it would be the upcoming
Presidential elections in the United States
that would be on the top of the minds of the
negotiators. The results of the November 8
polls could have profound implications for the
global architecture on climate change, given
the publicly stated position of Republican
candidate Donald Trump on this issue.
Trump has even threatened to withdraw
from the Paris Agreement, if elected. While
that may be a far shot — in any case the
withdrawal process would require at least
four years, according to provisions — the
election of Trump could substantially delay
the momentum on climate change.
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/climate-changediscussions-on-finance-likely-to-dominate-meetings-inmarrakesh-3741527/

Wasting food akin to
being a ‘carbon criminal’:
Environment Minister Anil
Madhav Dave
November 15, 2016, The Indian Express,
PTI, Marrakech

Wasting food is akin to being a “carbon
criminal”, Environment Minister Anil Madhav
Dave has said while calling for making
a lifestyle of minimum carbon footprint a
movement of the future. Dave, who is here
to take part in the Conference of Parties
(CoP22), also released books on ‘Low
Carbon Lifestyle’ and ‘Lifestyle for minimum
Carbon Footprint’ at the India Pavilion.
“Wasting food is akin to being a ‘carbon
criminal’. #COP22,” Dave tweeted Monday.
“Let us make a lifestyle of minimum carbon
footprint a movement of the future. Winds of
change always start from self & from within.
#COP22,” he said in a series of tweets.
Giving his message on Children’s day, Dave
said they should take only as much food
as they want in their plate. “My message to
Children on Children’s Day today — ‘Take
only as much food as you want in your plate’,”
he said.
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Earlier Monday, he said India wants a broad
outline or roadmap for the implementation
of the Paris agreement to be finalised at the
crucial climate change conference.
The CoP22 started on November 7 and will go
on till November 18 as nations continue their
work on strengthening the global response to
the threat of climate change, with the central
focus on enhancing ambition, promoting
implementation and providing support.
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-newsindia/wasting-food-akin-to-being-a-carbon-criminalenvironment-minister-anil-madhav-dave-4376496/

Making climate rules at
Marrakech
November 11, 2016, The Hindu

The United Nations conference on climate
change now under way in Marrakech,
Morocco, has the ambitious task of drawing
up the first steps on enhanced finance and
technology transfer, which is vital to advance
the Paris Agreement that entered into force
on November 4. India’s negotiating positions
at the ongoing Conference of the Parties 22
(CoP 22) must ensure that on both these
aspects, the basic principle of equity and
common but differentiated responsibilities
laid down by the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change are upheld. Mitigating
greenhouse gas emissions is central to
the effort to contain the rise of the global
average temperature in the current century
to well below 2° Celsius since pre-industrial
levels. But that goal is considered impossible
even if sincere action is taken on all pledges
made so far, necessitating a higher ambition.
Moreover, the Paris Agreement does not
have a carbon budget system that gives
weightage to the emerging economies taking
their historical handicap into account. The
imperative therefore is to demand suitably
high financial flows to both mitigate emissions
and prepare communities to adapt to climate
change. Such a mandate should be seen as
an opportunity, since CoP 22 will discuss
ways and means for countries to integrate
their national commitments submitted for the
Paris deal into actual policies and investment
plans. In India’s case, new developments
in sectors such as construction, transport,
energy production, waste and water
management, as well as agriculture, can
benefit from fresh funding and technology.
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/Making-climaterules-at-Marrakech/article16441940.ece

Talk Over

COP22: Interview
with Mr. Abdellah
Boussouf
Tuesday, 08 November
2016

Many questions come to mind regarding
the correlation between climate change,
migration and the Moroccan community
abroad. In light of the waves of migration,
what could be the link between COP22
and migratory matters?
M. Boussouf : As the organizer of the
COP22, Morocco claims to be at the same
level as other countries, which have the
capability to host large-scale events and
naturally contribute to resolving international
issues. The mission of our nation during
this COP will mainly be of executive nature
as this conference was preceded by the
COP21 during which all parties committed
to adhere a process designed to protect the
environment and to mitigate climate change
impacts. Consequently, the Kingdom’s
mission during this summit is to define the
execution mechanisms to take up the climate
challenge. His Majesty wants to position this
event as an African summit. Indeed, Africa
is the continent most impacted by global
warming and these effects will determine its
future. The Africa focus carries a particular
important as the decisions made in Africa
today will have global implications in the future
and climate changes have an immediate
impact on peace and global security. His
Majesty the King aims to make Morocco
the voice of Africa and he will unite African
countries at the Conference of the Parties
to defend this noble cause. The latter will
contribute to world peace. Naturally migration
is tightly linked to climate change as Man
is the primary victim of its consequences.
Changing locations, in other words migrating,
will be His first reaction, fleeing drought,
floods or any other natural disaster. For the
Council of the Moroccan Community Abroad
(CCME) it is vital to make migration a priority
on all leaders’ agendas both in Morocco and
in Africa as our destinies are tightly linked.
One of the primary causes of sub-Saharan
migration is linked to climate changes,
namely drought, which constitutes a threat to
both security and peace in several countries
in the region. The most striking example is the

Chad Lake which lost 80% of its surface due
to global warming. On the border of Niger,
Nigeria and Cameroun, the drought of Lake
Chad has been at the very core of ethnic
and tribal conflicts and even entire countries.
We also know that the populations of West
Africa suffer from the drought and are fleeing
it towards the northers countries. Global
warming has also caused the Mediterranean
Sea to become an open sky cemetery for
thousands of African migrants who risk their
lives for a better future or as often is the case
simply to survive. So yes, migration is at the
very heart of the COP22 concerns and if
the adage says that « money is the sinews
of war », I think that in today’s world climate
changes are the sinews of war.
It seems that Africa has been at the
margin
of
important
international
decisions during previous editions of the
Conference of Parties. How can Morocco
take up the challenge to have the voice of
Africa heard at the COP22?
M. Boussouf : We have to take up this
challenge because Africa did not work hard
enough in the past to make its voice heard. In
order to move forward, we have to challenge
the efficiency of regional organizations and
the African Union (UA) in particular which
has to unite African countries around the
issues that unite them, namely that of climate
change. The Kingdom of Morocco is deeply
attached to its African roots. This attachment
was very strongly expressed by His majesty
the King during his travels across the
continent. Our country is committed to make
the voice of Africa heard on the international
stage, particularly with developed countries,
who are the main wrongdoers in climate
changes as highly industrialized countries are
the greatest polluters. Hos Majesty the King
conveys our responsibility to close the gap
of the regional African organizations through
his speeches and actions. To loudly proclaim
Africa’s expectations and unite around a
common project. The November 16th summit
will outline this project and invite all parties
to cooperate and uphold their individual
responsibilities. The 100 million dollars
allocated to the « green box » won’t suffice.
Particularly the budget allocated to Africa as
the challenges ahead will most certainly cost a
lot more: global warming, drought, alternative
agriculture… If Morocco is able to unify Africa,
we will be able to influence the decisions of
developed countries together, namely on the

topic of migration. Up to now, we have been
witnessing an alarming legal void regarding
« climatic asylum », which clearly isn’t a top
priority for developed countries. Worse, it is
not even recognized as a legitimate reason
for asylum. In spite of research presented by
the United Nations (UN) or the International
Migration Organization, which state that the
number of climatic refugees will reach 250
million by 2050 and at least 50 million SubSaharan migrants will arrive in Morocco and
North Africa. The Paris agreements have not
made any provision regarding climatic asylum.
We do not believe that migration related
issues can be resolved by limited initiatives
and bilateral agreements, these need to
become the cause of an entire continent
and approached as one common project.
In the future, Morocco will have to face the
disastrous consequences of both climate
change and waves of Sub-Saharan migrants.
This will require a close collaboration between
all the countries in the region.
Africa is the only continent to have
fragmented perceptions. Environmental
issues are not a political priority for
African countries. Within the CCME, you
have defined 3 priorities, namely to unite
the efforts of African institutions which
oversee migration. How do you envisage
your cooperation with these institutions?
M. Boussouf : The CCME participation at
the COP22 is quite modest as are its financial
capacities, which limits its leeway. We will
take in this conference by inviting several
African key migration stakeholders. We aim
to unite the African institutions around a
common strategy allowing us to work together
both during and after the COP22. Our intent
is to create a forum of African migration
institutions as an output of this event, which
should generate answers to environmental
issues in general and climatic migration in
particular. Our second objective is to work
on the migratory movements in Europe,
America and Canada in order to heighten
awareness on the importance of climate
change and climatic asylum, which will be
core in years to come. The United States are
currently building walls with Mexico, Europe
opts for a security strategy against the waves
of migrants, whilst Syrian and sub-Saharan
refugees perish every day by thousands off
the Mediterranean coasts. Most recently last
week, no less than 3000 migrants perished.
We have to unite with the communities of
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these countries and environmental militants
to soften, sensitize and humanize the political
positions of developed countries with respect
to their treatment of migrants and migration
issues. The third objective of this encounter
is probably to bring climate changes to the
forefront of the African political agenda and to
unite against the devastating consequences
of global warming on the continent and to be
prepared, to share our resources if needed.
No one can face these changes alone. We
are convinced that by uniting our efforts,
economically, culturally and socially, we will
be able to take up any challenge.
Are you planning on bringing together
Moroccan competencies around the
globe to tackle climate challenges as part
of the cooperation with African migration
institutions?  
M. Boussouf : Yes. This is reflected through
the selection of our guests as the symposium
the CCME will be hosting on 11 and 12
November in Marrakech. We will be bringing
together Moroccan scientific competencies
from Africa and Europe, which offer expertise
in the areas of environment as well as climate
change. The forum will focus on bringing
together these competencies in order to
better leverage their expertise in the future.
The date of this event is still be defined.
The Marrakech event will therefore only be
a kick-off, which will define a roadmap for
these Moroccan competencies, which are
active within renowned universities and
environmental research labs. This will allows
us to dramatically increase visibility of the
African cause.. If the current situation, although
quite alarming, does not raise the interest
of every African, whatever their location,
will be not be able to face the challenges of
climate change. We have to uphold scientific
knowledge, find answer to desertification,
lake droughts and any other consequences
of climate change in alternative agriculture,
sustainable development, renewable energy
etc. We know that the l’Office chérifien des
phosphates (OCP) has looks very closely to
the production of fertilizers for instance. But
we are convinced that without a high-end
expertise in the area we will not be able to
achieve sufficient production levels to warrant
the required food supplies. We will thus be
inviting politicians from the higher education
arena of several African countries in order to
devise political strategies uniting the efforts
of African competencies around the globe
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and implicate them in the process launched
for our continent. Truth be told, Morocco
has not yet mastered the skill to manage its
competencies abroad and efficiently integrate
them upon their return home. A Harvard
professor with 10-15 years of experience
is considered an entry-level professor.
Furthermore, the status of contractor does not
exist within Moroccan universities.   All these
topics will be included in the development
of public politics which warrant the global
mobility of African competencies. The brilliant
researcher Rachid Yamazi, decorated by His
majesty The King winner of the 2014 Charles
Stark Draper prize and considered a Nobel
by engineers and many eminent researchers
and specialists will be amongst our guests
at the « climate changes : new approaches,
new technologies, new opportunities –
implication of African competencies around
the globe » symposium. Our main ambition
is to create a scientific lobby around African
competencies in the world and to unite then
around the African cause.
Is it a message you are sending to Europe
to take responsibility for climate changes,
which could in essence be the cause for
these migrations?
M. Boussouf : Africa needs to communicate
a strong message and avoid bilateral relations
with developed countries, particularly when
it relates to the topic of migration. We need
to address these countries as one voice, the
voice of Africa. I think that Morocco is already
following this path thanks to His Majesty the
King Mohammed VI’s strong political common
sense. The topic of climate change is very
strongly tied to security and world peace and if
we continue allowing industrialized countries
to move forward at their pace it will cause
the destruction of all of us. We carry the
responsibility to sound the alarm. Amongst
all the studies conducted around the Syrian
crisis, many have pointed out the drought,
which affected the country between 2007 and
2011 and was at the very core of the massive
exodus from rural areas into the cities.
This may consequently have impacted the
economic, social and political stability. When
waves of migrants flow into a host country,
it requires an expertise in the management
of their needs. Today we are witnessing a
massive expansion of refugee camps being
managed without any level of expertise in
many African countries. Our only option is to
unite the efforts of all African stakeholders.
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You referred to the actions which will
continue after the COP22. With respect to
the preparations, do you believe that the
organisers have effectively communicated
to Moroccans about this?
M. Boussouf : Of course. Our preparations
are different from those of the French in many
ways. The main driver being financial means.
However, we have no obligation to duplicate
the French model and are very capable of
creating our own. We have the innovation and
creativity to achieve this. Quite unfortunately
the COP22 will not offer the opportunities it
could have generated for Morocco and which
could have sailed upon. International media
offer limited coverage of the COP22 and it
raises the question upon the level of effort
we have invested in putting our presence as
a country under the spotlight. As we say in
medical terms, the most lethal illnesses are
the silent ones. This can be assimilated to
climate change. We could have showcased
the Moroccan popular cultural heritage,
which by definition protects the environment
and nature. Think about the popular adages
related to dietary habits of Moroccans, which
could easily have been exploited considering
climate changes primarily threatens food
security. Religious traditions could also have
been utilized in the same way and positioned
Moroccans at the very centre of the COP22
concerns. I am particularly thinking of water
management in Islam, dedicated in a book
signed by Professor Aziz Benabdellah in
which he details how to use water without
wasting nor polluting it. Bottom line, if we
had drawn into our popular culture, we could
surely have involved every Moroccan citizen.
The COP22 doesn’t have a magic wand, it
will simply share recommendations. It will
then be up to the citizens to translate them
into actions in their daily lives. We cannot
continue to lead our live an accelerated and
devastating pace of mass consumption. We
need to need to develop an educational
communication toolbox aimed at the
population. These tools are currently fairly
inexistent in our communication strategy
compared to cartoons and books which
are distributed amongst schools in France
designed to heighten awareness in the scope
of the COP21. We have ignore this young
population and we need to turn things around
now as these children are tomorrow’s adults.
Translated by Amina TALHIMET from the
Moroccan Newspaper Al Massae
http://www.ccme.org.ma/en/interviews/51446

NGO Vignettes
Climate Action Network
http://www.climatechangeaction.in/web-connect/climate-action-network

The Climate Action Network, CAN, is a worldwide network of near 500 NGOs working to promote government and individual
action to limit human-induced climate change to ecologically sustainable levels. The vision is to protect the atmosphere while
allowing for sustainable and equitable development worldwide.
The Network promotes a parallel three track approach to mitigating climate change which includes a Kyoto track, a Greening (decarbonisation) track, and an Adaptation track. The CAN International website is the leading gateway to the CAN regional chapters,
with all regional websites having their respective priorities and focus.
Thematic emphasis: The CAN website supports the network’s goal of information exchange, and the coordinated development
of NGO strategy on international, regional, and national climate issues. Some of the issues that are lent thematic focus are:
•

Adaptation

•

Mitigation

•

Technology finance

•

Legal issues related to climate change

Richness and variety of content: The CAN site features a range of resources developed by experts from the network’s 500
NGO members to drive international action on climate change. The priority theme is on a healthy environment, and sustainable
development as defined by the Brundtland Commission.
The site carries news releases, blog posts, newsletters, global events coverage, and an interesting Fossil of the Day Award
section that is a sarcastic take on countries who have performed not very responsibly in climate negotiations. There are also
discussion papers and policy positions, letters to governments, and resources for both experts and beginners to help understand
the climate debate better.
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Viewpoint
COP22: Four nations map
course to carbon-free
economies
November 18, 2016, The Times of India, AFP,
Marrakech (Morocco)

MARRAKESH: When it comes to purging fossil
fuels from the global economy by mid-century
-- our only hope of staving off catastrophic
climate change -- it turns out that you can’t
get there from here without a good map.
That’s the thinking behind detailed, long-term
plans for switching from dirty to clean energy
unveiled this week by the United States,
Canada, Mexico and Germany at UN
climate talks in Marrakesh. Overcoming sharp
internal debate, the German government led
the way with sector-by-sector scenarios that
would remove up to 95 percent of its CO2
emissions by 2050, compared to 1990 levels.
Green groups said there were too many
sops to big business, but it was a world-first.
The “three amigos” of North America jointlyreleased their blueprints on Wednesday, with
the 100-page US “mid-century strategy” for the
globe’s largest economy taking centre stage.
The US pledge to slash carbon-pollution
by four-fifths from a 2005 benchmark dated
from the chaotic 2009 Copenhagen climate
summit, but had never been spelled out.
“The intent here is to think in the long term,
not only in the short term,” the Obama
administration’s top climate negotiator
Jonathan Pershing told journalists ahead
of the November 7-18 climate meet. “At
the moment, what we have from the world
are commitments for 2025 or 2030, but we
know that by 2050 we’ve got to have deep
decarbonisation.”
Those medium-term, national CO2 reduction
pledges -- annexed to the landmark 196nation Paris Agreement, which went into
force earlier this month -- are not nearly
enough to cap global warming at two degrees
Celsius (3.6F) above pre-industrial era levels,
the planet-saving goal set out in the treaty.
The imperative for rich nations to stop burning
fossil fuels within roughly four decades comes
from the UN’s top climate science authority,
the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC).
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US Secretary of States John Carry delivers a speech at the COP22 climate change conference
in Marrakesh
Emerging juggernauts such as China and
India, whose economies are still powered in
large measure by coal, would have to follow
suit toward the end of the century, it says.
“That is a dramatic transformation, one
that requires a fundamental change in our
infrastructure -- how we generate power,
how we use it, what fuels we use, what
vehicles we drive,” said Jeffrey Sachs, a
special adviser to UN chief Ban Ki-moon
and director of the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network.
“Because our infrastructure is so long-lasting,
we have to start now to build that long-term
transformation,” he told AFP.
Indeed, the 2025 and 2030 targets not only
fall short, they could -- without a clear view of
the long game -- lead countries into making
disastrous choices, experts say.
To fulfil the Paris pledges, for example,
moving from highly-polluting coal-fired
power plants to cleaner natural gas -- a shift
occurring in the United States and elsewhere
-- would seem to make sense.
But if the mid-century objective is a carbonneutral economy, spending hundreds of
billions of dollars on equipment ultimately
incompatible with that goal does not.
“You have to start thinking about the
investments that you are doing now in longlived infrastructure that is going to continue
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to be operational in 2050 and beyond,”
said Jim Williams, director of the US Deep
Decarbonization Pathways Project.

Likewise for vehicles.
Emissions from internal combustion engines
can still be reduced, but the research and
money needed for that may be better spent
on improving electric and fuel-cell cars.
Three pillars of the US plan -- energy
efficiency, electrification and removing fossil
fuels from electricity generation -- were first
detailed in the DDPP, a 16-nation effort
that grew from a 2012 study in the journal
Science laying out how the state of California
could keep its pledge to cut greenhouse gas
emissions 80 percent by 2050.
“Increasingly, that transformation is moving
into the realm of market choice,” said Williams,
the lead author of the Science study.
Government clearly has a critical role to play,
but in the United States, he added, most
regulator decisions on energy take place at
the state level.
Which means that even if US president-elect
and avowed climate sceptic Donald Trump
wanted to reverse the trend, he might not
have the leverage.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/
Four-nations-map-course-to-carbon-free-economies/
articleshow/55492458.cms

Opinion
Amitabh Sinha is a
Senior Editor. He writes
on Environment, Climate
Change, Water, Science
and Technology, Space
and Nuclear affairs, and
related stuff. He has worked
with PTI, Reuters, and BBC before joining
The Indian Express in 2007. Amitabh has a
PG Diploma in Journalism from IIMC, New
Delhi, and a Masters in Public Administration
from National University of Singapore.

Marrakesh puts Paris
Agreement on fast track, sets
2018 deadline for rules
November 20, 2016, The Indian Express, Amitabh
Sinha, Marrakesh (morocco)

In keeping with the momentum built up in
the last one year, countries at the Marrakesh
climate change conference on Saturday
decided to “accelerate” the work on framing
of rules for the Paris Agreement to ensure
its early implementation. The more than 190
countries assembled for the annual twoweek climate conference agreed to conclude
this work “as soon as possible” but not later
than 2018. The rules would decide how the
Paris Agreement, that was finalised in the
French capital last year, would be governed
and implemented.
Paris Agreement’s entry into force earlier
this month, in less than a year after it was
negotiated, was probably the quickest for any
major multilateral arrangement of its size and
impact. Conceived as the successor to the
Kyoto Protocol that expires in 2020, the Paris
Agreement has been embraced swiftly after
coming into being, with 111 countries already
having ratified it.
The decision to complete the rule-book by
2018 means that operationalisation of the
provisions of Paris Agreement could begin
soon after that, much earlier than expected.
The Marrakesh conference also urged all the
developed countries to quickly ratify the Doha
Amendments to the Kyoto Protocol to ensure
greater greenhouse gas emission reductions
in the pre-2020 period. This was done at the
demand of the developing countries who also
wanted to include an April 2017 deadline for
doing this, but were unsuccessful.

The Doha Amendments, made at the Doha
climate conference in 2012, had extended
the obligation of the developed countries
to make targetted emission cuts up to the
year 2020. The Kyoto Protocol of 1997
had initially assigned emission cut targets
to the developed countries only till 2012.
Most developed countries have not yet
ratified the Doha Amendments. Unlike the
Kyoto Protocol, the Paris Agreement is not
legally-binding, and does not assign any
emission cut targets on any country. Under
Paris Agreement, every country decides for
itself the actions that it wants to take to fight
climate change.
The developing countries had a minor victory
on the issue of climate finance as well. In the
final decisions, they were able insert a clause
asking for a scaling up of financial resources
beyond the USD 100 billion per year that
developed countries are obligated to mobilise
from the year 2020.
“This conference was a success with
respect to building momentum from last
year’s Paris Agreement, but as we move
towards implementation phase, and further
negotiations, many polarising issues, like
finance and transparency framework, need
to be dealt with effectively to ensure that the
pace of the momentum continues,” Siddharth
Pathak, climate change lead at the Climate
Action Network, said.
India, which had been actively raising the issue
of early ratification of Doha Amendments,
expressed satisfaction at the outcomes.
Environment Minister Anil Madhav Dave said
the outcomes from Marrakesh looked small
in comparison to the Paris Agreement that
resulted from last year’s conference, but they
were nonetheless very important.
“One should not look at it from the window
of the Paris meeting last year. That was a
big event. This (Marrakesh) is a movement
towards implementation (phase)… From our
point of view, the most satisfying thing about
this meeting is that it has moved ahead in the
right direction, and remained firmly on track,
though there were many attempts to derail it,”
Dave said.

his campaign trail, had called climate change
a “hoax” and promised to pull the US out of
the Paris Agreement if elected. Discussions
over Trump’s election had overshadowed
the Marrakesh conference for several days,
though only outside of the formal meetings.
Dave said it was unnecessary to speculate
whether Trump would actually pull US out
of the Paris Agreement. He said India would
in any case move ahead on its low-carbon
pathway irrespective of the US decision. “We
will move forward with our agenda. Paris
Agreement is now a settled fact,” he said.
Apprehensions over an imminent US pull-out,
however, did prompt a political appeal from
heads of states and ministers who attended
the meeting in Marrakesh.
In a statement called the Marrakesh Action
Proclamation for Our Climate and Sustainable
Developement, the political leaders said the
world had an “urgent duty to respond” to the
“alarming and unprecedented” rate of global
warming “as a matter of urgent priority”. They
called for the “highest political commitment to
combat climate change”, and took note of the
“extraordinary momentum on climate change
worldwide” in the last one year, including the
finalisation and early ratification of the Paris
Agreement.
The proclamation said this momentum was
“irreversible”, since it was being driven not
just by governments but also by “science,
business and global action of all types at all
levels”.
“Our task now is to rapidly build on that
momentum, together, moving forward
purposefully to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and to foster adaptation efforts,
thereby benefitting and supporting the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its
Sustainable Development Goals,” it said.
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world-news/
marrakesh-puts-paris-agreement-implementation-on-fasttrack-4383683/

The minister was probably referring to the
victory of Donald Trump in the US presidential
elections that had threatened to hijack the
agenda at the Marrakesh meeting, dominating
the conversations for many days. Trump, on
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Open Window

Climate Action

REEEP

http://www.cop22.org/

https://www.reeep.org/

CAP COP22

Climate Change Agriculture & Food Safety

http://www.capcop22.ca/english

COP22 Morocco
http://cop22.ma/en/#actualites

United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/

https://ccafs.cgiar.org/ccafs-un-climate-change-conference-cop22#.WMD047iLnIW

Climate Action Network-International
http://www.climatenetwork.org/

United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
http://www.unep.org/
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Media Analysis
Environment being an extremely sensitive aspect, its adequate
coverage becomes all the more mandatory. It is almost the backbone
of our survival and consistent maintenance on earth. Media needs to
lend the required space and structure to the environment that it rightly
holds. Its only then that a mature and palpable interaction will be made
possible.
CMS ENVIS Centre has been collating and analysing the prominent
news coverage on 22nd Conference of the Parties (COP 22) in the
month of November 2016. Over 1,500 journalists from across the
world cover the 22nd Conference of the Parties (COP 22) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, which took place
in Marrakech until November 18, 2016.

Methodology
Media has been playing an important role in communicating the
deliberations and its outcome that take place during the Paris
Agreement (COP 21) on climate change (UNFCCC). Over the years,
CMS ENVIS Centre has been analyzing the media coverage related to
the Copenhagen and Durban Climate Changes COPs.
In CoP-22, CMS ENVIS Centre analysed the convention related
coverage in English and Hindi newspapers. The study focused primarily
on how the Indian newspapers covered the crucial CoP-22 which was
a follow up for the historic Paris Agreement. The monitoring of news
dailies was done for the month of November 2016. The findings and the
analysis aimed at: focus of the stories before and during the convention,
number of news items published by these nine dailies, format of the
news coverage, placement of the stories in newspaper sections, spatial
reference of the coverage, space given to CoP-22 coverage. The focus
and the issues covered were important parameters of the analysis.
Total of 54 published news items were compiled, coded and computed
and analysed. The Hindi dailies were ‘Dainik Jagran’, ‘Dainik Bhaskar’,
‘Hindustan’ and ‘Nav Bharat Times’ and the five English dailies were
‘The Economic Times’, ‘ The Times of India’, ‘The Hindustan Times’,
‘The Indian Express’ and ‘The Hindu’.

Coverage by Major Dailies
The English newspapers were far ahead in covering the conference.
52 (96%) news items were published by English newspapers i.e. The
Indian Express - 28 news items and The Economic Times - 8 news
items. The Hindi newspapers published only 2 stories (4%) in the
month of November with Dainik Jagran publishing both.

Figure 1: CoP-22 news coverage in Marrakech in English & Hindi
dailies (in percentage)

Table 1: Coverage of CoP-22 in Delhi newspapers
(English and Hindi)
Name of
Newspapers

Language

Total

English

Hindi

No

%

Dainik Jagran

-

2

2

3.7

Dainik Bhaskar

-

0

0

0

Hindustan

-

0

0

0

Nav Bharat Times

-

0

0

0

The Economic
Times
The Times of India

8

-

8

14.8

6

-

6

11.1

The Hindustan
Times
The Indian Express

4

-

4

7.4

28

-

28

51.9

The Hindu

6

-

6

11.1

Total

52

2

54

100

Overall ‘The Indian Express’ English newspaper had highest 28 news
stories on the 22nd Conference of Parties in the study period (refer
Table 1). Total 54 stories were published in November 2016.

Format of News Coverage
The news items were coded according to formats like Edit, News
Report, Front Page, Editorial Page and Others.
Out of 54 news stories nearly half (24 – 44%) of the coverage were
news. Another 23 items were other like photographs, feature/ articles
were published across the nine newspapers. (Table 2)
Table 2: Format of coverage of CoP-22
Format of News Coverage

Total
N

%

Edit

3

5

News Report

24

44

Front Page

1

2

Editorial Page

3

6

Others

23

43

Total

54

100

Figure 2: Format of news coverage - English and Hindi news dailies
(in percentage)
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Space given to COP 22 coverage
Overall one-third (42%) news items had space coverage of above 1500
cm. 19% of news items had the space coverage between 600 and 900
(cm). Only 11% stories were covered in the 300-600 cm space in these
dailies (refer table 3).
Table 3: Space given to COP -22 coverage
Name of Newspaper
Section

Total
No.

%

Under 300

7

13

300-600

6

11

600-900

10

19

900-1200

8

15

1200-1500

0

0

Above 1500

23

42

Total

54

100

Figure 3: Space given to CoP22 coverage (in percentage)

The Hindi dailies had a coverage area less than 300 cm, with only
2 dailies covering COP 22. The English Dailies like Indian Express
covered COP 22 with a space coverage of more than 1500 cm.

Issues in CoP - 22 coverage
In comparison to previous COP sessions, the coverage of COP 22
was far less. News coverage of COP 22 crippled due to the wave
of Demonetization. All the English dailies and vernacular language
newspapers, ranging from the front page to editorial section covered
the hit on economy, grievances of common people withdrawing money
in queues and the views of the opposition parties on the sudden stop
of cash flow.

CONCLUSION
India worked with Developing Nations to ensure that Climate Actions are
based on equity and Climate Justice. The main thrust of COP 22 was
to develop rules for operationalizing the Paris agreement and advance
work on Pre-2020 actions. India, led by Minister of State (Independent
Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Anil Madhav
Dave, participated constructively, in association with developing
countries, to ensure that climate actions are based on the principles
of equity and Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) and
climate justice. The Paris Agreement has clearly recognised the principle
of differentiation between developed and developing countries and the
current ground was focused on operationalizing it in rules pertaining to
Adaptation, Mitigation, Finance, Technology transfer, capacity-building
and transparency frameworks.
Overall, the outcomes represent a forward movement in the climate
actions, especially on the implementation front. Procedural discussions
and decisions to develop the Rule Book for Paris Agreement were
advanced in many ways at this conference. It was agreed that
submissions from Parties will be invited and technical workshops will
be held to develop clarity and understanding on these issues.

Call for Entries
Deadline:

March 22, 2017 World Water Day

www.cmsvatavaran.org

From Delhi’s odd-even to COP 22, major
environment issues of 2016
December 31, 2016, Business Standard, New Delhi, Anish Kumar

The world in 2015 admitted COP 21 agreement in Paris to
protect our planet from ongoing climate change challenges. This
becomes important because 2016’s COP 22 conference failed in
achieving its goal. Different governments of the world are still not
sure on how to reduce carbon emissions to help prevent global
temperature from rising.
To support the Paris climate change goals, investments in
renewable energy must go up swiftly in the next couple of years,
changing economies will play a crucial role to achieve this. Now
that the year 2016 is coming to an end, it is usual that we will look
at the past, assess what’s good we had done for the environmental
after historic Paris agreement. Business Standard takes a
look on the environmental happenings of 2016.

COP22: Marrakech Climate Summit
COP 22 is the first meeting
of the governing body
of Paris Summit. From
the Paris Agreement,
the Marrakech summit
served as the start of the
implementation
stage.
Belgium, Germany, Italy
and Sweden pledged $81
million new contributions
for the Adaptation Fund
which would help to
raise fund for developing
countries to take climate
change initiatives. Also,
worlds’ 47 countries are
committed to generate
100 per cent of their
energy from renewable sources.

Donald Trump to scrap Paris Climate Deal
Donald Trump, during the campaign for the US election, promised
to scrap the Paris Agreement on climate change, which aims to
limit global warming below 2°C above pre-industrial temperatures.
He also said that he would promote coal burning as the term
global warming is given by China to curb Americas industrial
growth. Trump wants to quash the America’s Clean Power Plan,
which would regulate emissions from power plants.

Myron Ebell appointment as head of EPA transition team
Trump wants to dismantle EPA regulation and staff by cutting
70-80 per cent of EPA budget. For this, Myron Ebell as head of
EPA transition team. Ebell is Director of the Centre for Energy
and Environment at the industry-funded Competitive Enterprise
Institute. While his works are funded by Americas biggest
polluters.

Odd-Even Formula by Delhi govt
Taking cognisance of the gas-chamber remark by the Supreme
Court on increasing air pollution, Delhi government come out with
odd-even formula. According to Teri report, during the first phase
from 15 Jan to 30 Jan there is 21 per cent reduction in cars and
18 per cent increase in speed and 7 decrease in PM2.5. While in
second phase, there was a 17 per cent decrease in car numbers
and 13% increase in vehicle speed and 4 per cent decrease in
PM2.5.

Role of NGT
NGT played a significant role
to address the environment
emergency occurred due
to air pollution in New
Delhi. NGT delivered some
landmark judgements from
the ban on a diesel vehicle to
ban on construction in New
Delhi. The green panel found
mention in global media
on the issues of dumping
human excreta by aircraft
over residential areas near
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) airport. The Tribunal
slap a fine of Rs 50,000 on
aircraft which empty toilet
tank on air.

World Culture Festival on banks of Yamuna river
World Culture Festival organised by Art of living is one of the
issue which had its repercussion on the environment. The
cultural extravaganza was held on the Yamuna flood plains.
Many environmentalists criticised the Art of Living for degradation
of Yamuna flood plain. NGT orders AOL to pay Rs 5-crore fine
for degradation of the environment. According to reports, diesel
generators used to light up the place has done no good for New
Delhi air pollution as it increased the sulphur content in the air.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/from-delhi-s-odd-even-tocop-22-2016-s-major-environment-issues-116123100472_1.html

Environment

Promoting Responsibility

E

stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research based
think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support improved
policymaking.

CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of CMS, has
been involved multifariously in policy research and programme evaluation aimed at
creating sustainable solutions for environment protection. CMS Environment Team
has also been consistently undertaken capacity building and enhancing initiatives
with range of stakeholders to orient on contemporary environment issues like climate
change, sustainable transport, conservation, etc.
Cms Envis Centre
Established in 2000, CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India to facilitate
information dissemination and further the cause of environment awareness and
sensitisation. A separate space in its campus has been allocated to house documentary
films, spots/ public service messages, info-mercials, quiz programmes, jingles etc. on
environmental and wildlife issues. www.cmsenvis.nic
Green Films Resource Centre
Established in 2007, the Audio Visual Resource Centre (AVRC) is a state-of-the-art
archive of documentaries, films and audio spots on environment and development
issues.
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