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here is growing consideration for the environment in the world of sports. The
Olympic Movement, for instance, has incorporated the environment into its charter,
alongside sport and culture.

The CMS Environment team has been involved multifariously in policy research
and programmes evaluation aimed at creating sustainable solutions for environment
protection. India’s premier film festival on wildlife and environment, CMS VATAVARAN
is one of the many initiatives of the eclectic team.
Areas of Expertise
• Research and Evaluation
• Formulating Strategies
• Environmental Education
• Corporate Engagement
• Environment Information Resource Centre

It has a Sport and Environment Commission to advise it on environment-related policy and
has developed an Agenda 21 for sport and the environment to encourage its members to play
an active part in sustainable development. Its objectives are to promote the integration of
environmental consideration in sports, use the popularity of sports to promote environmental
awareness and respect for the environment among the public, especially the youth and
promote the development of environmentally friendly sports facilities and the manufacture
of environmentally friendly sports goods.
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Among the fruits of these initiatives were the first ever ‘green’ Olympic Games in Sydney
in 2000, which showed clearly how development opportunities provided by the Games can
be used to benefit the community and the environment. Since then UNEP has worked on
both the Beijing and Vancouver Games and is planning with London and Sochi how to green
future games.
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In Black and White
Sochi’s 2014 Winter Olympics turn
green
May 21, 2011, Oliver Bullough

In the latest teaming of the United Nations
environmental agency with major international
sports events, the leading partners building
the 2014 Winter Olympic venues in the
Russian city of Sochi committed themselves
today to restore any damage done to a key
river basin.
A year ago, the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) submitted a report to the Russian
Government outlining the impact of
construction work on the environment and
called for collective action to safeguard the
region’s unique ecosystem, recommending
development of a restoration and biodiversity
preservation and management project for the
Mzymta River Basin.

“Winter Games such as Torino 2006 and
Summer Games such as Beijing 2008 have
underlined the power and the potential
of the Olympics to motivate millions and
assist countries see a cleaner and greener
development path.”
UNEP has already submitted to the
organizing committee 17 environmental
projects that cover key areas including
zero waste and climate neutrality. The
waste programme aims to develop a plan
for waste management that focuses on
sustainable consumption, recycling and safe
disposal, including new waste collection
and processing facilities and procurement
of environmentally friendly products,
manufactured from low-impact, recycled
and recyclable materials.
The climate neutrality or zero emissions plan
details a strategy for carbon management to
reduce and offset carbon emissions, including
an auditing framework and reduction plan for
greenhouse gas emissions, and development
of a voluntary carbon offset programme for
Russia.
UNEP was invited by the Russian Government
and the Sochi organizing committee in 2008
to provide guidance on the integration
of environmental considerations in the
preparation and staging of the Games. The
agency has a long-standing collaboration with
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in
the greening of the Games that spans Athens
2004, Torino 2006, Beijing 2008 and Vancouver
2010.
Source: http://www.china.org.cn

Today’s Declaration of Commitments,
facilitated by UNEP and witnessed by
Government officials, was signed by
representatives of various bodies involved
in preparing for the games, including Russian
Railways, the Gazprom energy company and
the electricity grid.
“The Olympics are a source of national
pride but also an opportunity for showcasing
innovation and catalyzing action towards a more
sustainable future nationally and internationally,
one reason why UNEP is involved in the
Olympic movement and a partner with the
International Olympic Committee,” UNEP
Executive Director Achim Steiner said.

IPL goes green, hires Indian firm
to calculate Carbon Footprint
April 17, 2011, Infrawindow Research Bureau

The three letters that take a buzz since the
beginning of February are IPL. IPL is a country
uniting event. The format is such that, the

event, geographically takes place throughout
the country. Event of this scale and caliber
requires unlimited resources and planning.
During this process, the environment gets
affected. It was important the IPL take some
stringent measures to control its effects on the
environment as well as get the plans in place.
The Indian Premier League in 2010 had planned
to go eco-friendly by hiring an Indian firm,
Eliminate Carbon Emissions (P) Ltd (no2co2)
to calculate its carbon footprint this year.

IPL plans to implement some of the findings
during the IPL 2011 and subsequently work to
neutralize its entire footprint. In a move that
is bound to cheer environmentally conscious
individuals, IPL took the consultation of UNEP
- the United Nations Environment Programme
- to help calculate its carbon footprint in a
bid to reduce it, a release issued here today
stated.
IPL selected an Indian company, ECE
Consulting at no2co2 which has developed a
unique carbon footprint calculator specific to
India’s needs with over three years of research
put into it.
Mohan Polamar, Founder and CEO of ECE
said, ‘’For those that criticize IPL just as an
economic engine will have to think twice. Mr
Modi, Chairman and Commissioner, IPL and
Mr.Sundaraman - CEO of IPL have clearly
demonstrated their vision that goes beyond
sport and economics with this decision of
measuring the IPL footprint. This project gives
us the required fillip in building and leading the
new environment economy.’’ ECE Consulting@
no2co2 will be doing a two-pronged activity
for this prestigious assignment. First it will take
a carbon inventory collection of IPL activities
and do an auditing of the same.
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Andrew Altman, Chief Executive of the Olympic
Park Legacy Company, said, “The Aquatics
Centre will be a unique facility in London that
puts sport at the heart of regeneration. As a focal
point for community, national and international
swimming, it will sit at the centre of the south
plaza - London’s newest public space which
will welcome visitors to the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park after the Games.”

Secondly, using an audience research
methodology to understand spectator mix at
stadium it will calculate with the various data,
an accurate estimate of IPLs carbon footprint.
This above phase is the ‘Realize’ Phase, which
is the first part of the unique methodology
developed by ECE Consulting@no2co2.
This meticulously collected data and
knowledge will then help ECE Consulting@
no2co2 suggest changes within the future IPL
thereby introducing the second phase of the
methodology which is ‘Minimize’.
The final phase will be ‘Neutralize’ where IPL
will implement measures to offset their entire
footprint, the release added.
Source: http://www.infrawindow.com

How green are the 2012 London
Olympic Games?
July 28, 2011, Laura Brown

Image Credit: © teracreonte

A year from now the world’s sports stars will
have convened on London for the opening
ceremony for the 2012 Olympic Games.
Six venues are already completed, well on
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schedule. But how green are the venues that
have been built across the capital and will the
games contribute to the environment?
Controversy originally surrounded the
original site over fears of the displacement of
natural wildlife, the ecological impact and the
ongoing sustainable legacy for the park, but
the Olympic organising committee allayed
fears with a renewed commitment of their
determination to ensure 2012 would be the
greenest Olympics games yet.
The Aquatics Centres is the latest venue to be
finished. It’s 160 metre wave adorning the Zaha
Hadid building is a distinctive addition to the
London skyline. It joins the Olympic Stadium,
Velodrome, Handball Arena, Basketball Arena
and the International Broadcast Centre as the
other completed venues.
Work began on the Aquatics Centre over three
years ago. Over three thousand people have
worked on the construction, with an effort to
ensure products used have been sustainably
sourced from the UK, including steel from
North Wales and under-floor heating from
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
Sustainable design in the centre includes
the use of 30,000 sections of low-carbon
ethically sourced Red Lauro timber. The
eye-catching wave on the roof is made of
steel, covered in aluminium half of which has
been recycled. There has been a reduction
in chemicals used in the plastic seating
and where possible the impact on the
environment generated by moving goods
to the Olympic Park has been reduced, the
ceramic tiles used in the pools for example
were transported by train.

In the other venues, the Olympic Stadium is
described as the greenest yet. It has been built
using low carbon concrete, which sees a 40%
reduction in the use of carbon. On the roof
of the stadium, the decorative structural rings
have been made using recycled gas pipes. The
stadium itself has been built in a basin in the
ground ensuring less steel and concrete has been
used in construction. In comparison with other
Olympic stadia the London stadium is 75%
lighter in terms of steel. Other features on the
park include the 3,000 sq m recycled external
copper cladding on the Handball Arena and the
100% natural ventilation in the Velodrome.
Across the rest of the Park work has been
done tor educe the environmental impact of
the construction process. Surveys were carried
out on the plants and animals whose natural
habitat was in the Park and they have been rehomed. Much of the space was a brownfield
site so the land was cleaned of any chemicals
and waste while waterways and greenway
footpaths have been cleaned.
However the sustainable legacy of the Games
has been questioned by some politicians who
have called for an investigation into the green
impact in surrounding areas post 2012. The
London Assembly’s environmental committee
is to review the commitment made to the local
community in Stratford once the Games are
finished. The Olympic park will be renamed
the Queen Elizabeth II Olympic Park and
10,000 new houses will be built.
Murad Qureshi, chair of the environment
committee, said, “Bold promises were made
about how environmentally-friendly the
Stratford site will be. We want to investigate
how these commitments on its legacy will be
fulfilled once the excitement of the Games is
over. The Olympic Park offers the potential to
create a wonderful new area of the capital that
promotes a more sustainable way of living. We
need to ensure this becomes a reality in order
to secure a long-term legacy for London.”
Source: http://www.earthtimes.org
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slide down in the rankings. If the winning
player is already the higher-ranked player,
then nothing changes. The winning player
reports the score online, and rankings are
updated automatically. All registered players
have access to view the current rankings and
results of the matches.
The Eco-Challenge Ladder

Saving The Environment
Eric Legg

Besides the sport played on the grass at
Wimbledon, tennis is not typically considered
a “green” sport. Eco-Challenge lets tennis
players love the environment.
Most matches are played on hard asphalt
courts, leading to the short lifespan of tennis
balls that are thrown away. Additionally, players
drive to local courts, and often bring single-use
water bottles for refreshment.
Most of these bottles and tennis-ball cans are
deposited in courtside trash bins, ultimately taking
their place next to 27 billion other non-recycled
water bottles that ended up in landfills in 2010.
However, one local, non-profit, community
tennis association is taking a creative approach
to encourage tennis players to be more
environmentally friendly.
In 2009, Virginia’s Arlington County Tennis
Association (ACTA) created the Eco-Challenge
to promote environmental awareness as an
adjunct competition to its already-popular
singles ladder.
The association’s website asks players to
record environmental-impact behaviors
after each match. The results are not only
publicly displayed with the actual match
score, but players who receive the most
“eco” points receive prizes at the end of the
season.
What’s A Singles Ladder?
A tennis ladder is an informal way for tennis
enthusiasts to meet and play matches with
other similarly skilled players at mutually
convenient times and locations.
Players are ranked on a ladder based either
on the previous year’s results, or simply in the
order in which they register. Once ranked,
players are allowed to “challenge” other
players within a certain range of their own
ranking. The players then agree upon a match
time and location, and play the match.
If the winning player is the lower-ranked
one, the winning player will then take the
spot of the losing player and the latter will

Urban Arlington County has approximately
26 square miles, and 200,000 residents. The
county has a variety of public-transportation
options and over 80 miles of bike trails.
Arlington is also a leader in environmental
issues, including the Fresh AIRE program,
which began in 2007 with the goal of emissions
reduction in the county.
In 2009, a conversation between Alex
Robertson, President of ACTA, and a few
other tennis players led to the creation of the
Eco-Challenge ladder. “We love tennis, and we
are also concerned about the environment,”
Robertson states.
“So, we started brainstorming ways we could
use tennis to raise environmental awareness,
and came up with the idea to use our very
popular singles ladder to promote responsible
environmental behaviors.”
Robertson, a technology enthusiast by trade,
was able to modify the online reporting
function of the singles ladder to include the
Eco-Challenge results and standings. Now,
when players report their scores, they also
report on two other items:
• Did you resist using one-use plastic water
bottles?
• Did you forgo driving a car to the courts?
When scoring, players simply click the buttons to
signify a “Ghostbusters-like” slash across the bottle
or car to signify they complied with the rules. Once
a player tallies an eco-friendly match, he or she
is automatically entered in the challenge.
Although scoring is optional, over half of the
120 ladder players participate in the challenge.
According to Robertson, the challenge has two
goals: “First, we just want to raise awareness
that there are choices you make that affect
the environment–things as simple as using a
re-usable water container, or biking instead of
always driving the car. Second, we also want to
change habits by encouraging people to make
green choices.”
To get people excited about the new EcoChallenge ladder, ACTA encouraged a local
business to donate re-usable water bottles at
an ACTA social, and provide awards for the
eco-challenge winners.

Although tennis may not seem an obvious choice
to promote environmental consciousness, to
Robertson it was a perfect fit.
“Tennis has always been a good metaphor for
life. Winning is important, but integrity and
being courteous are even more important.
Tennis etiquette is typically one of the first
aspects of the game taught to young players, and
encompasses everything from attire to waiting
for approval before entering an active court.
“Being easy on the environment also fits into
this etiquette, or the ‘how-you-play-the-game’
category. It’s time we think of eco-awareness
as etiquette towards future generations of
tennis players.”
A Match Made In Heaven
The creative approach used by ACTA
demonstrates there are plenty of creative ways for
sports organizations to promote environmental
awareness. Any sports league, for example,
can create a separate competition based on
players’ environmental practices. The concepts
of re-usable water bottles and alternative
transportation are applicable to every sport.
What about taking it a step further: what if a
flag-football league started each game awarding
one point for each player who didn’t drive?
What about teams that adopt a park, and by
picking up trash, earn points?
Even if you did not want to manage the
competition, the simple act of reporting your
actions on a website raises awareness.
The simple act of encouraging alternative
transportation and providing easy access to that
information–bike routes or public transportation
routes on a website, for example–is also an
easy way for sports organizations to promote
environmental awareness.
Athletes are a natural group to promote
environmental awareness too–they are often
the primary users of parks and other outdoor
spaces. Use a little creativity, like the ACTA
Eco-Challenge tennis ladder!
Eric Legg, CPRP, is a Sports Programmer with
Arlington County, Va., where he oversees a variety
of sports, including tennis. The Arlington USTA
Junior Team Tennis program recently received the
Virginia Recreation and Park Society Award for
Best New Program, and the agency was named
Parks & Recreation Agency of the Year by the
USTA Mid-Atlantic Section. Legg also serves on
the USTA National Committee on Tennis in the
Public Parks.
http://www.northstarpubs.com
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Special Article
Sports and the Environment: Ways
towards achieving the sustainable
development of sport
By Dr Hans Jagemann

Today, in many countries Sport and the
Environment is understood as a highly important
subject. Scientists deal with this issue as well as
authorities, sports associations and conservation
groups. Above all, since the World Conference
1992 in Rio de Janeiro questions of lifestyle are
on the agenda for the environmental debate.
Sport represents a significant part of our
different lifestyles and thus automatically
becomes a subject of discussion. Many sports
associations have built up professional and
voluntary structures and include environmental
issues in their public relations.
The International Olympic Committee
(IOC), in close cooperation with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
hosted a World Conference on Sport and the
Environment in 1995 at which IOC President
Samaranch expressed: “The International
Olympic Committee is resolved to ensure that
the environment becomes the third dimension
of the organization of the Olympic Games, the
first and second being sport and culture. “
Subsequently to this conference a working
group Sport and the Environment was established
by the IOC. It is to be welcomed that the
International Pierre de Coubertin Committee
has decided to make Sport and the Environment
a central topic on the agenda for the 4th School
Forum at Genova-Arenzano 2003.
This paper is essentially practically oriented.
It describes the most important complexes
of problems and shows appropriate action
towards a sustainable future of sport.
1 . Introduction
In our society sport fulfils important
functions and is indeed indispensable. It

6 Green
Voice

offers opportunities for physical activity in a
world where physical activity is increasingly
diminishing; it promotes good health and wellbeing (when pursued in moderation); and it
provides a means of social contact and ample
opportunity for intensive experiences.
At the same time, however, sport can be a
considerable cause of damage to nature and
the environment. Damage can occur directly
as a result of the pursuit of sports activities
or the building and operation of the requisite
infrastructure, or it can be caused by indirect
factors such as the use of cars to travel to and
from sports activities.
The causes of the conflict between sport and
the environment are inherent in sport itself
and are also a consequence of deep-rooted
social changes; they may be understood only
from this perspective. Since the 1970s, higher
income, more leisure, greater mobility and
increasing individualization have formed the
basis for major and continuing changes in sport.
These changes include the following:
• a rise in the number of people who pursue
sports activities
• a higher degree of differentiation between
types of sport and sports equipment as
well as motives and reasons
• the use of areas hitherto unused or seldom
used and areas already in use being opened
up for new purposes
• spread of activities to periods previously
not or seldom made use of
• fewer ties with sports clubs and their
traditions
• increase in individual, spontaneous
activities without proper training
• increase in activities offered commercially
and to a certain extent associated with
aggressive advertising
Consequently, these developments have led
to wider and more intensive use of particularly
attractive but, by nature, vulnerable areas.
Sport is claiming more territory, and this is
continually putting numerous animal and plant
species under threat and causing the loss of
natural landscapes.
Sport can not only affect nature and landscapes,
but can also give rise to other environmental
damage. With regard to this problem, the use
of non-renewable resources, the emission of
harmful substances during the building and
operation of sports facilities, journeys to and
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from these facilities, and the production and
disposal of sports equipment all play a key role.
Sports activities can cause critical damage
to and endanger precious and vulnerable
locations. However, in terms of overall damage,
sport tends to play a lesser role compared to
other causes such as agriculture, forestry,
industry and transport. In the analysis of
conflicts between sport and the environment,
areas of overlap with other forms of land use
must be taken into account.
At the same time, sport is also affected by general
damage to the environment caused by other
sources. Such damage includes, for example, a
large number of devaluated watercourses, e.g.
as a result of hydraulic engineering, pollution of
soil and water and air. Thus, while sport can be
an obstacle to issues of nature conservation and
environmental protection, the two conflicting
areas also have common interests.
New approaches are required for resolving
existing conflicts between sport and the
environment in the long term. This means,
above all, orienting conservation and utilisation
concepts to the principle of sustainability in line
with the agreements reached at the Conference
on Environment and Development in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992. Sport must be included in the
on-going debate on implementation of Agenda
21, which was adopted at the conference.
The aim should be for representatives of sport
and those promoting the cause of nature
conservation and environmental protection to
join forces and draw up guidelines for sustainable development in sport.
2. Criteria for the sustainable
development of sport
The model of sustainable development consists
in reconciling the improvement of economic
and social living conditions with the long-term
protection of the natural basis of life in order
to also give future generations the opportunity
to unfold. It not only addresses governments,
but also business and industry, all social groups
and, indeed, each individual citizen.
When applied to sport, it becomes necessary to
• promote and further develop forms of
sport which are compatible with nature
and the environment;
• make sports-related infrastructure more
environmentally compatible;
• reduce damage to vulnerable areas;

• secure and improve opportunities for sport
and physical activity outside vulnerable
areas;
• preserve and increase the recreational
quality of countryside and its enjoyment
value for those doing sport.
3. Areas of action
This paper limits itself to outlining central
areas of action. The areas of action are linked
to one another in a variety of different ways;
considering them in isolation fails to do justice to
the complexity of the relationships. Therefore,
occasional overlaps in content are unavoidable.
3.1 Sports activities in nature and the
countryside

Sport and nature conservation can be
reconciled almost everywhere. Thus conflicts
arising from sports activities in nature and the
countryside are not a general problem. They
seldom arise on a large scale, but tend to be
concentrated in specific locations, which are
characterised by their special attractiveness
for sport, as well as by a particular vulnerability
and the need for nature protection.

successful show that they can meet the demands
of both sport and nature conservation.
For example, leisure activities and facilities that
are not tied to a particular natural environment
or geographical features should be removed from
vulnerable areas and transferred to less vulnerable
areas of manmade landscapes or situated near
residential areas. A wide range of measures such
as signposting, shifting car-parks, banning traffic
from certain roads, information boards, route
marking, maintaining desirable routes and closing
down undesirable routes, setting up obstacles
such as water-filled ditches or bushes all make it
possible to transfer activities from vulnerable to
more resilient areas without this being noticed by
the people concerned. Supplementary measures
towards the restriction of activities to certain
periods of time could be planned.

Critical factors with respect to the effect
of sports activities on nature are the extent,
intensity and type of sport being pursued
as well as the resilience of the natural area
being used. In principle, the use of nature
for the purposes of sport should stop at the
point where the type of activity concerned
considerably affects or damages nature or the
rural landscape. Thus sports activities should
take into due account the degree of ecological
resilience of the area concerned.

In many cases problems only arise when the
same areas are used excessively at the same
time. Before the use of such areas is banned
altogether, the possibility of restricting numbers
of visitors to these areas should be examined,
while taking into account social fairness. In
order to avoid inadequate enforcement,
planning possibilities involving the restriction of
infrastructure should be considered (eg. limiting
parking capacity, reducing the number of cable
car trips up mountains etc.). In cases where the
pursuit of sports activities causes harm only
at particular times, restrictions during these
specific periods should be considered. In this
way, nature conservation requirements during
the breeding or moulting season of birds or
vital periods for other animals can be respected
without banning access to areas at other times.

In order to reduce the damage to vulnerable
areas early on and at the same time fulfil
the task of providing for recreation, nature
conservation bodies and representatives of
sport should be more involved in the planning
of opportunities in resilient landscapes. A
positive impact on the recreational value of
countryside is generated as a side effect of the
various nature conservation programmes on
species and biotope conservation.

It is also possible to reconcile sport with nature
conservation by defining maximum permissible
group sizes, restricting activities to those which
do not pose any threat in the specific situation,
declaring certain areas of countryside offlimits (eg. banks of watercourses), stipulating
specific routes (eg. along watercourses),
defining maximum permissible boat lengths or
permissible type of power source or imposing the
requirement of producing specific qualifications.

In the past, some countries have developed
promising approaches, above all in the planning
and management of sports and leisure activities.
These are essentially aimed at ruling out, or
avoiding as far as possible, potential conflicts and
lessening existing conflicts. Numerous regulations
that have been put into practice and proved

Voluntary commitments should be given
priority for achieving conservation aims as
they provide greater clarity for those involved.
If this is not possible or proves unsuccessful,
a wide variety of different solutions should
be implemented. It is the duty of sports
organisations and commercial operators to

encourage a considerite attitude to nature
and the environment by providing information
about
ecological
aspects.
However,
environmental education processes will only
be effective it all those involved are willing
to respect the restrictions and acquire
knowledge of nature conservation issues.
Restrictive measures intended to protect
vulnerable or over-used natural areas are
successful particularly when attractive
alternatives are offered. These should involve
upgrading the land concerned in terms of the
aesthetic appeal of the landscape, ecological
and recreational aspects, as well as selecting
locations which avoid the generation of
high traffic volumes. Artificial facilities (eg.
climbing walls) for types of outdoor sport
which take place in nature or the countryside
provide only partial relief. They do not provide
a substitute for the experience of nature and
may in the long term even serve to increase
the use of and thus the pressure on nature.
The measures suitable for avoiding and
resolving conflicts arising in connection with
types of activities pursued in the countryside
can be summarised as follows:
• Developing
binding,
uniform
and
effective regulations in areas which,
for the sake of nature conservation, must
be kept free of any use or certain uses
• Developing and testing effective measures,
i.e. measures which can be conveyed and
controlled, below the level of a ban
• Shifting activities and facilities to less
vulnerable areas
• Concentrating and managing activities (in
terms of location and time)
• Targeted expansion of supply-oriented
planning in resilient areas where the
countryside should possibly be enhanced
• Creating artificial alternative and substitute
facilities
• Obliging all sports operators to organise
their events and programmes such that
they are compatible with nature and the
environment
• Systematically informing and educating
people practising sport and multipliers about
Zaffecting nature or the environment
3.2 Sport and physical activity in built-up areas

People who pursue recreational sports
activities in nature and the countryside mainly
come from the towns. Both recreational
traffic and the activities themselves can cause

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on Environment and Media

7 Green
Voice

considerable damage to the environment.
If towns offer more suitable opportunities
for games, sports and physical activities, it
will be possible to ease the pressure on the
countryside. Furthermore, tying more people
to the area where they live will help to lower
environmentally harmful traffic volumes. To
this end, ways must be sought to better satisfy
the need for physical activity in the vicinity of
residential areas.
In order to solve the growing problem of
traffic in towns, the aim should be to set up
residential structures that put less pressure
on people to be mobile. A multifunctional
approach to town planning gives rise to
“towns with short distances”. When it comes
to providing residents with sports facilities,
this means that adequate and attractive
opportunities for sports, games and physical
activities for all age groups must be created
or preserved in the vicinity of their homes. These
opportunities should be linked to one another
via green belts with foot and cycle paths. The
“strategy of environment-friendly accessibility”
is of utmost importance for areas in the local
neighbourhood offering basic opportunities for
games, sports and physical activities. If central
areas suitable for games and sports can be easily
and safely reached by bicycle or public transport
by the residents of a large catchments, area, this
will reduce ecological damage due to traffic and
cater for the needs of children, the disabled,
the elderly and other groups which do not have
regular use of a car.
The environmental and recreational quality of
towns is becoming increasingly important as a
“soft” location advantage.
Only very cautious adjustments are required
to semi-natural areas such as these in order
to make them useful. Here there is ample
scope for linking aims of nature conservation
and recreation by providing semi-natural areas
which promise excitement and adventure.
It is also possible to put buildings and land
to other uses and thus provide facilities for
sports and physical activities without taking up
additional land. Redesigning or restructuring
former industrial buildings and estates, for
example, opens up opportunities to improve
the range of recreational facilities available in
a region.
Earmarking sufficiently large green areas
in towns is not only in the interests of
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sport (“sports-friendly town”), but also of
environmental protection (“environment
friendly town”). In the tough battle over
different land uses, the representatives of
sport and those of the environment should
join forces to set up a common lobby for more
green areas.
3.3 Sports facilities

Sports facilities affect the environment in a variety
of different ways. When describing and assessing
them, a distinction can be made between
indoor and outdoor facilities. Compared to
sports halls, outdoor facilities require much
more space. How this space is treated is of
considerable significance to the environment.
On the one hand, the wrong choice of location,
improper care (over-fertilisation, irrigation
using drinking water, etc.) and unnecessary soil
sealing can cause the loss of valuable habitats
and affect the soil and the water balance. On
the other hand, if environmental criteria are
taken into account during the planning, building
and maintenance of an outdoor sports facility,
especially in conurbations, this can upgrade the
area ecologically (biodiversity, microclimate
etc.) and thus increase the attractiveness of the
residential environment.
Sports halls require only about 5% of the area
taken up by outdoor facilities. Excessive energy
consumption and water use are the prime
causes of environmental damage in the case of
sports halls. At present, an average of about
400,000 kWh of energy per year are required
for operating one hall in Germany, for instance.
Today, reduction of energy consumption
in sports halls is mainly concentrated on
heating/hot water supply systems, heat
insulation and lighting. Practical examples
show that there is considerable potential in
sports facilities for saving energy and water.
In order to exhaust this potential, modern,
resource saving technology must be installed
and user habits must be changed. Due to the
large savings made as a result, investments
in energy and water often pay off within
relatively short periods. Building renovation,
necessary in any case, and new building
plans provide ideal opportunities for installing
environment-friendly technology.
If environmental aspects are to be considered
regularly and not just sporadically, operators of
sports facilities need systematic environmental
management. Essential elements of such
management include the appointment of an
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environmental officer, mandatory consideration
of environmental aspects when any decision is
made, the introduction of eco-controlling, as
well as regular environmental training courses
for staff.
By saving valuable resources, sports facilities
designed and run on an environmentally
compatible basis can contribute enormously
towards sustainable development and thus
also to the implementation of Agenda 21.
This applies in particular to climate protection
through reduction of C02 emissions.
• To summarise, the following steps are
important for making sports facilities more
ecological:
• Initiating and supporting green consulting
services for sports facility operators
• Tying government and association funding
for sports facilities (grants and loans) to
the fulfillment of environmental standards
• Considering to a greater extent the
possibility of making use of existing areas
and buildings for sports facilities
• Incorporating environmental management
into the work of sports administrations,
clubs, associations and commercial sports
operators.
3.4 Sport and mobility

Just as in other social sub-systems, mobility
requirements in sport have increased
significantly over the past years. The reasons
are manifold. Sport has not only grown in
general - another important development is
the constant growth in diversity. New types
of sport frequently generate the need for a
greater range of different facilities. Reaching
new locations (sports facilities or country
areas) demands greater mobility.
This is particularly true in the case of activities
pursued in nature and the countryside, to
which soaring numbers of people have been
drawn over many years. Since most people
have to travel short or long distances in order
to pursue these kinds of activities, sports and
tourism are today more closely linked than
ever before. Nowadays, sport is often even the
principal reason for travel (e.g. skiing holidays),
and in other cases the activities offered are at
least an important factor in the choice of travel
destination,
Even in built-up areas, people pursuing sports
activities are required to be more mobile. This
is mainly due to the geographical separation

of working, living and leisure. In particular,
the fact that sports and leisure centres are
increasingly built on the periphery of towns
(in green suburbs) has increased the distance
to and from sports activities. However, sport
is not only to be found in sports facilities, but,
particularly in the towns, in public areas too
(parks, play areas in streets, cycle paths etc.)
Due to other priorities in town planning over
the past decades, there is now a shortage
of such options. Opportunities for physical
activity, games and sports have been pushed
out of town life by new roads and streets,
land sealing etc, and this has resulted in people
looking more than ever beyond the towns for
the recreational facilities they need.
The sustainable development of sport requires
not only the avoidance of unnecessary traffic,
but also provision and use of means of transport
that are the least harmful to the environment.
The goal and the reality are still very far apart.
Mobility in sport today is primarily “auto
mobility”. Sport thus contributes considerably
to traffic volumes and thus also to climate
change. Already, more than half of total
distances travelled by cars are travelled during
leisure time, of which in turn, according to a
Swiss study, 25% are linked to sport.
With respect to sports activities pursued in the
country, two of the main reasons for the high
level of private car use are the considerable
requirements regarding equipment and
transport and the difficulties when using
public transport, particularly the limited
possibilities for taking along sports equipment,
the lack of transfer facilities between stations
and actual destinations, and the fact that
routes and frequency of buses and trains
are inadequate considering the leisure time
demand. Amazingly, however, even in the
case of sports activities pursued in built-up
areas, private cars seem to be the absolute
number-one means of trans-port, According
to a study carried out at the University of
Bayreuth (Germany), three quarters of
organised adult volleyball players’ travel to
their training sessions and home matches by
car or motorbike. 55% of the distances in
question, however, are 5 km at the most.
Sports associations and clubs are thus called
upon to create the necessary structures for
more environment-friendly mobility on the
part of their members and to encourage
their members accordingly to change their
habits.

To achieve environment-friendly mobility in
sport, the following should be given priority:
• enhancing the residential environment and
expanding opportunities for sport, games
and physical activity in public areas within
the urban area
• encouraging the use of bicycles (linking
sports centres to local cycle path networks,
setting up safe places to park bicycles at
sports facilities etc.)
• making buses and trains more attractive as
a means of transport during leisure time
(routes, timetables, fares, possibilities for
transporting sports equipment) etc.
• improving hiring and storage facilities
for sports equipment at the place of
destination
• increasing the awareness of those doing
sports (coaches and instructors setting an
example, lift-sharing etc.)
3.5 Sports equipment

The growth of sport and its continuing
diversification into new kinds of activity,
particularly in the 1980s, led to an explosion
in the market for sports articles. Sports articles
today consist of mass products.
Environmental damage can occur at any stage of
the life cycle of a sports article, namely during the
acquisition of raw materials, preproduction, actual
production of the article, sales, use and disposal.
Until now, so-called end-of-pipe strategies have
been predominant in the sports article industry:
these strategies focus on the subsequent
reduction of pollution that has already occurred.
The development of new sports equipment
revolves almost solely around aspects of function
and fashion. Environmental aspects play a role
only in exceptional cases. For the sake of greater
functionality in sports articles, materials are often
used which cause substantial ecological damage
even at the time of manu-facture, or which cause
problems at the latest when they are disposed
of. The latter applies particularly to so-called
composite materials, which as a rule cannot be
recycled back into the original materials.
Supply and demand influence each other in
the sports article industry too. On the one
hand, the industry has adapted its products
to the serious changes in sports and leisure
and responded to the consumer’s changed
preferences. On the other hand, the industry
has helped to shape sports trends and consumer
behaviour by means of new and ever more

spectacular products. Against this background,
marketing sports equipment without paying
heed to the environmental damage it causes
and advertisements showing behaviour that is
damaging to nature and even, in some cases,
unlawful are particularly problematic.
A more environmentally aware approach in
the sports article industry should centre on
preventative rather than simply corrective
environmental protection measures. Above all,
this means giving (in the future) ecological aspects
high priority even at the product development
stage. The main aims should be to minimise
negative environmental effects in the life cycles
of all products and to promote substance cycles.
Here, the use of recyclable materials is especially
important as is unmixed production and the easy
separability of materials used.
It is not possible to create substance cycles
simply through the activities of sports equipment
manufacturers. Instead, there must be very
close cooperation between manufacturers,
suppliers and dealers. Such cooperation is an
absolute prerequisite for the production of
recyclable products and the development of a
functional collection and recycling system.
The key steps towards greater environmental
compatibility in the sports article industry are
as follows:
• taking ecological aspects (longevity,
reparability, recyclability) into account
even at product development stage
• elaborating life-cycle analyses for
widespread sports articles
• checking present possibilities for recycling
or environment-friendly disposal of
widespread sports articles
• setting up a system for collecting and
recycling sports equipment (when the
necessary prerequisites exist)
• no more depiction by the sports article
industry (manufacturers and outlets) of
environmentally damaging sports activities
in their communication with consumers
(advertising, PR etc.)
• setting up functional environmental
management systems in companies in the
sports equipment sector
• spreading information on environmentally
sound sport via sports dealers.
3.6 Environmental education

Due to the speed at which our natural basis of life
is changing, environmental education has become
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one of the major future tasks of mankind. As far back
as 1977, UNESCO declared that environmental
education should be an allembracing, life-long
process which actively involves individuals in
the solution of specific problems.
In sport too, the importance of the “future
task of environmental education” is now
undisputed. Avoiding and reducing sports-related
environmental damage requires the active
involvement of those who pursue sports activities.
Environmental education should both encourage
environment-friendly attitudes and habits among
people doing sports and ensure that planning
and legal measures for the protection of the
environment are widely accepted by generating
understanding among people doing sport.
Environmental issues have now become part of
the curricula of numerous sports organisations.
The purpose of environment- related basic and
further training of, for example, instructors and
coaches, is intended to lend more weight to
environmental education, also as part of the
normal work of clubs and associations. The
same purpose is being pursued by producing
and disseminating information material among
club and association members.
Although they represent only a certain proportion
of the people pursuing sports activities, sports
organisations carry special responsibility as far
as environmental education is concerned. They
should not only initiate environmental education
processes, even reaching beyond the circle of
their actual members, but should also be willing
to impose constraints upon themselves and to
respect limits. Sports associations and clubs and
each individual instructor, coach and supervisor
should also set an example with respect to
ecological issues.
Environmental education is one important
approach towards resolving and avoiding
conflicts between environment and sport, but is
insufficient on its own. More attention should be
paid to the fact that educational effects can. be
produced by the structure and framework within
which the respective sports activity is purr-sued.
Thus, information and education should in future
be complemented by the creation of conditions
which encourage environment friendly behaviour,
There is a wide variety of opportunities here,
including obliging members to share lifts for
away matches, providing containers for waste
separation or installing safe facilities for parking
bicycles (cf. item 3.3 “Sports facilities”).
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To summarise, the following steps are especially
important for future, successful environmental
education in sport:
• Drawing up and implementing to a greater
extent overall concepts for environmental
education in which theory and practice are
closely linked
• Putting in place the necessary structures
for ensuring adequate and high quality
environmental education
• Testing models for influencing the
environmental behaviour of non-organised
sportsmen and sportswomen
• Holding environment-related competitions
in sports
• Developing and implementing models
for sport compatible with nature and the
environment
• Anchoring environmental communication
more firmly in the work of associations
and clubs and in the dialogue with broad
sections of the population.
4. Summary and outlook
Sport can make its own important contribution
towards bringing about the model of sustainable
development and thus to the implementation
of Agenda 21 in all countries. To achieve this,
sports organisations and others involved in
sport must discuss this model intensively and
anchor it firmly in their work.
Rising numbers of users and the greater and
more intense use of nature and resources (land,
energy, water etc.) have undeniably increased
the damage to nature and the environment by
sport. At the same time, however, the range
of strategies and measures for avoiding and
resolving conflicts between sport and nature
conservation and environmental protection, is
broader than often recognised. The coordinated
combination of planning, educational and legal
measures promises to be particularly successful.
In the case of nature-based sports, emphasis
should be placed in the future on developing
differentiated concepts for conservation and
utilization with regard to nature and landscape;
these concepts should involve the adaptation of
the type of sport to the features of the natural
area. Vulnerable areas should be kept free of
harmful activities and sports activities should
be shifted to less vulnerable but nonetheless
attractive landscape.
Legal measures should only be taken if the
protection objective so requires and other
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mechanisms do not function.
In built-up areas, the priority is to retain and
expand areas near homes for the purpose
of physical activity, games and sport. A town
offering a good quality of life must offer ample
scope for physical activity. When sports facilities
are built and operated, attention must be paid
to the careful and rational use of resources. In
the case of existing sports facilities, it appears
that the potential for reducing energy and
water consumption is not yet exhausted. In
the process of planning and setting up new
sports facilities, environmental factors should
be ranked higher than in the past.
Sport is responsible for a significant proportion
of all leisure traffic. Shortening necessary
routes by providing facilities near homes is
thus an important starting point for bringing
about changes, So far, the main means of
transport for those involved in sports has been
the car. The environmental damage caused by
this is often underestimated. It is therefore
extremely important to develop and increase
the popularity of more environment-friendly
forms of mobility.
Today, sports articles only very rarely satisfy
the conditions for ecological product design.
Thus it is hardly possible to achieve closed
substance cycles. As closed substance cycle
management is a central element of sustainable
development, it is also necessary to make
changes in this field.
In the search for solutions all parties involved
must cooperate. This concerns above all sports
and nature conservation, commercial sports,
politics and administration, trade and industry.
Without the constructive collaboration of
these groups, it will hardly be possible to find
effective and generally accepted solutions. It
is vital that the group concerned in each case
become involved at an early stage in the search
for solutions to the conflict. However, the
active participation of each individual person
pursuing sports activities is also necessary. Thus
environment-related information campaigns
among people doing sport should be continued
and, where appropriate, expanded.
Dr Hans Jagemann is a senior sports writer
with the German Sports Association and is
a freelance sports journalist with Germany’s
leading newspaper Die Ziet.
http://www.thesportjournal.org

Viewpoint

competitions. You may have seen them on
ESPN, in fact. Unlike its more dangerous, more
sustainable cousin, Base jumping, skydiving
requires a fossil fuel-spewing flight for every
leg of the competition. That’s a lot of fueling
and refueling.

Soccer

a racetrack repeatedly for 500 miles? And all
for what? Given the only excitement is a not
so green crash, watching this high speed race
can actually be extremely boring. And imagine
the carbon emissions that would be spared if
this need-for-carbon-emitting’ speed were to
finally run out of gas. We can dream, can’t we?

Hunting and Blood Sports

Spoil Sports: 7 Activities that
damage the environment
by Brian Merchant, Brooklyn

Not all sports were created equal--at least, not
in the eyes of the environment. Some--hiking,
running, swimming--represent the best of man
in harmony with nature. Others--monster truck
rally races, say--are just flat out environmentally
offensive, and seem to be little more than a raised
middle finger to our global warming-imperiled
earth. To consider environmental impact, we
need to examine these sports on several different
levels: Basketball for example, when played as
a neighborhood pickup game, can be nearly as
harmless as taking a stroll. But factor in worldwide
popularity, hundreds of jet flights every year, and
you’ve got yourself one mega carbon footprint.
The following seven spoil sports cause serious
damage to the environment:

For many, soccer is a fantastic, beautiful sport.
The game unites cultures, countries, and
backgrounds in a common bond of athletic
competition. It requires nothing but some
friends, a ball, and an afternoon full of fresh air:
Unless you’re one of the hundreds of thousands
of people who play it professionally. Then, you’ll
need buses, cars, and airplanes to transport
you across continents. After all, soccer (rather,
football, to everyone but us stubborn Americans)
is the biggest, most widely followed sport in the
world--and that means players across Europe,
Australia, North and South America, Africa,
Asia, virtually everywhere except Antarctica
are traveling from game to game, collectively
creating a fossil fuel-burning storm.

We might catch some flak for this one, but let’s
just come out and say it: Hunting aren’t green.
In a perfect world, hunting would be not only
being permissible, but completely sustainable as
well. In our world, it threatens to throw off the
balance of ecosystems and often puts a dent in
already endangered species’ populations. And
when you have folks engaging in acts like aerial
wolf hunting, it really makes you question the
validity of the sport in general: Yes, there was
a time when hunting was a necessary aspect
of survival. For those of us living in rich, over
consuming societies, that time has passed.

NASCAR

Downhill Skiing/Snowboarding

Despite some high profile players using
techniques like hypermiling to save fuel
economy, there’s really nothing green about
NASCAR. At all. Not only does this sport-dedicated to driving around a racetrack
repeatedly for 500 miles--attract huge crowds
of eco-impacting people who each likely drive
to the event themselves, but, oh yeah, did we
mention it’s a sport dedicated to driving around

Skiing is fantastic. So is snowboarding. But at
the moment, the downhill variation is anything
but green. Resorts are resource-consuming
giants, people drive and/or fly from miles away
to get to ski destinations, and the amount of
gear that must be manufactured to support the
industry is arguably one of the highest.

Skydiving

Yup, this is performed as a competitive
sport--there are actually sanctioned skydiving
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But skiing and snowboarding are also the
sports most likely to be removed from this list-resorts are making efforts to use renewable
energy, carpooling initiatives are being
implemented, and more skiers than ever are
taking to the more sustainable back country.
See these green ski destinations for some
examples of good progress.

NGO Vignette
Advit foundation
http://www.advit.org

Drag Boat Racing (Motor Boat

Okay, so consider this the polar opposite of
soccer. As opposed to a sport that’s beloved
by all and consumes resources incrementally
and as a result of mass playing, here we have
a sport that’s beloved by almost no one, and
attempts to make up for that fact by emitting
nearly the same amount of carbon dioxide.
Come on, drag boat racing? We didn’t even
know this existed until we started researching
this piece. These boats exist only to zip off in
a straight line, leaving a wake of carbon-rich
exhaust behind them.

Aerobatics and Air Racing

Until the day comes when planes can fly
entirely on sustainable biofuels I think we have
our grand champion of wasteful competition
here. What could be more resource intensive
than competitively flying airplanes on a regular
basis? We challenge you to find a less green
sport than this.
Source: http://www.treehugger.com
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Advit Foundation is a not for profit
organisation, working for environmental
conservation and livelihood enhancement.
Advit seeks to empower communities
through various viable options for sustainable
development. It provides a platform for skill
enhancement, capacity building and natural
resource conservation through participatory
approaches. This is undertaken by identifying
local needs, selecting, generating, improving,
developing appropriate technologies and
promotion of environmental awareness and
education through its various programmes.
Advit promotes environment awareness,
education and conservation through its various
programmes. The prime areas of work include
- promoting environment awareness to
both rural and urban sections of the society;
enhancement of knowledge and skills towards
creating livelihoods and designing resource
conservation models.

Awareness Advit is striving to generate
awareness on the need to educate, provide
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a platform for learning to all and impart the
importance of conserving environment and
managing resources in everyday life. The
activities focus both on rural and urban sections
of the society.

Education The organisation vision is to create
and nurture a learning culture that believes
in and breathes change through education.
Through change Advit look towards the
infinite possibilities that can be created for the
positive development of children and adults.
Advit designs and implements environmental
education and awareness activities pertinent to:
• Reviving traditional models that help in
livelihood enhancement.
• Basic education and skill development
models for weaker sections of the
society.
• Environment education activities for urban
schools.
• Safe chemical health trainings imparted to
factory workers.
Source: http://www.advit.org

3.

Media Analysis
The buzzword climate change may have put
environmental news back onto page one, but
are the issues getting the media treatment they
deserve? Do stories like mining in Aravallies get
enough attention? In struggles over projects
like Dharma port near Gahirmata, Orissa,
which can put the endangered olive ridely sea
turtle closer to the slippery edge of extinction
have equal media voice? From Panchayats to
parliaments environmental issues directly affect
our communities, food supply, health and the
sustainability of our economic development.
So why the eco system primary news isn’t
beat like sports, politics and business. The
limited knowledge of reporters also leads to
environmental catastrophe, the stories also
suffer content limitations, typically providing
little qualification or support from scientific
data, making vague references to the scientific
communication, and emphasising sensationalist
aspects. The recent media attention to the
United Nations’ climate panel reports, Al
Gore’s documentary film “An Inconvenient
Truth,” and books such as Elizabeth Kolbert’s
“Field Notes from a Catastrophe” are part
of an uptick in environmental coverage.
Nonetheless, environmental issues represent
a very low proportion of all stories covered by
newspapers and television.
These stories also suffer content limitations,
typically providing little qualification or
support from scientific data, making vague
references to the scientific communication,
and emphasising sensationalist aspects and
near-term and personal consequences.

4.

5.

6.

were included i.e. Aaj Tak, NDTV 24x7,
Star News, DD News, Zee News and
CNN IBN.
The recorded tapes were then previewed
and the news stories listed under various
classifications and categories to generate
quantitative data.
The news content on the above mentioned
channels were listed and documented in
the log sheets.
The stories were classified and separately
coded (Ex politics, business, sports,
environmental news etc.)
Environmental related stories are being
separately reviewed

Analysis of primetime coverage of
stories (July-September 2011)
The primetime band on six major news
channels during the month of July-September
2011 was dominated by news on international
affairs, crime and national politics. In the month
of July the total number of stories on crime was
865, 567 on international affairs and 300 on
national politics occupying 39.92%, 26.17%
and 13.84% of primetime respectively. As
usual, environment and wildlife were once
again neglected by the News Channels as a
mere 32 stories taking 1.48% of primetime
were broadcast about the genre. In August,
a steep rise was witnessed in the coverage
as there were 1575 stories on international
affairs, 533 stories on crime and 478 stories
on national politics. Though the number of
stories on environment and wildlife rose to 61,
it still remained at the bottom with just 1.98%

of primetime coverage. In September 2011,
National politics leapfrogged to the numero uno
position with 872 stories while environment
and wildlife continued to be at the bottom
with just 92 stories. In terms of primetime
percentage international affairs stories were
at the apex with 31.05% coverage, followed
by film and entertainment (26.88%).national
politics (25.55%), crime stories (13.47%). In
contrast, Environment and wildlife got a paltry
coverage of 3.04% only.

Environment and wildlife stories
on news channels
In the month of July DD news was at the zenith
with regard to coverage of environment and
wildlife as it gave about 66 minutes of coverage
to this particular beat. The second place was
accomplished by CNN-IBN with 29 mins,
followed by Zee news at no.3 with 19 mins. Aaj
Tak had provided only 6 minutes of coverage
to environmental stories, Star News invested
only 5 minutes on it and NDTV 24*7 thought it
wasn’t wise to broadcast a single story either.
In the month of August the total coverage time
of stories increased from 125 mins to 219
mins which includes 86 minutes of coverage
time on Star News followed by 72 minutes
on Zee News, CNN-IBN (27 mins), DD news
(17 mins), Aaj Tak (9 mins) and NDTV 24*7 (8
mins). The month of September saw a decline
in the total coverage time from 219 mins to
measly 41 mins. It comprises Aaj Tak’s 20
mins, Star News’ 9 mins, DD news’ 6 mins,
Zee news’ 4 mins, CNN-IBN’s 2 mins. NDTV
24*7 did not cover the subject at all.

Coverage of Stories (in%)

Methodology
CMS Media Lab has undertaken significant
experimentation over few years to develop a
robust and rigors methodology. The content
analysis broadly covers qualitative and
quantitative aspects.
1. Prime time band of study. The prime (7
pm-11 pm) programming is the industry
benchmark in news television for all
significant events and issues that are
prominently covered on a particular day.
2. Five mainstream Hindi news channels
Source: CMS Media Lab
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G- Forse

Open Windows
Theme: Sports and Environment
United Nation Environment Programme

http://www.g-forse.com/index_e.html

Enviro-sports is the activity portal for enviro
venture trail series like triathlons, swims and
multi sport activities. The website gives insight
into calendar for the forthcoming activities all
around the year. The enviro-sports is for the
people having passion for nature and outdoors.
The site gives opportunity to volunteers for
nature trails and outdoor activities all through
the year.

The Sustainable Sport and Event
Toolkit (SSET)

G-Forse brings you the best environmental
action in sports from all across the globe.
The website has a link to all leading sports
organisations around the world. The site also
has a media section, an archive section for
sports facilities, forthcoming sports events and
information on latest sustainable sports goods.
http://www.unep.org/sport_env/

UNEP has been actively pursuing the agenda
of Green Games through various activities,
programmes and forums. This section of UNEP
website site gives information about UNEP efforts
in the sports sector. There are quick links on the
activities conducted in past and the UNEP role in
the Olympics. You can browse for News centre
for the latest updates, a multimedia section for
an online exhibition and conservation videos.

Sport4 the environment
The Sustainable Sport and Event Toolkit (SSET)
aims to give sport organisations the knowledge
and tools to incorporate sustainability into their
business practices and to execute sustainable
sport events.

Green Mark
http://www.sport4theenvironment.com.au

Sport4 the environment is the website concerning
significant environmental changes through sports.
The links on the website provides list of athlete
ambassadors behind sport4 the environment.
Eco footprint section gives information
about assistance to sporting organisations
in implementing environmental policies and
achieving their environmental objectives.
http://www.greenmarksports.com

Enviro-Sports

Green Mark is a website providing customised
services on green strategy, sponsorship, policy
development, branding and communications.
The website provides one stop shop
for endorsing sports for sponsorships of
green architecture, design features and
programmes. The website provides solutions
for public affairs, strategic communications
and environmental consultation. Green Mark
was created to help clients transforming their
brands and operations to the betterment of
their communities and their bottom lines

http://www.envirosports.com/
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SSET is an initiative developed by the
International Academy of Sports Science
and Technology (AISTS) and the Vancouver
Organising Committee for the 2010 Olympic
and Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC).
SSET integrates the management &
sustainability practices recommended by
the following organisations into a realistic
application for sport events:
• Olympic Movement Agenda 21
• IOC Guide on Sport, Environment, and
Sustainable Development
• ISO 14001-14006 on Environmental
Management Systems (ISO-Organisation
for Standardisation)
• ISO 26000 on Social Responsibilty
• BSI 8900-8901 on Sustainable Event
Management (British Standards Institute)
• CSA Z2010 Requirements and Guidance
for Organizers of Sustainable Events
(Canadian Standards Association)
• GRI G3 Sustainable Reporting Guidelines
(GRI-Global Reporting Initiative)
• SMRS (Vancouver 2010 Sustainability
Management and Reporting System)
Source: http://sustainable-sport.org

•

Environmental Sports
Buzz
IOC Launches Sport and
Environment Awards

GLOBE-Net (March 31, 2009) - The very first
winners of the IOC Award for Sport and the
Environment were announced on the first
day of the World Conference on Sport and
Environment in Vancouver. The inaugural
trophies were presented to five organisations
representing the five continents, which have
made tremendous contributions to the
implementation of outstanding practices
in the field of sustainable sport and the
environment.
How the winners were selected?
The entries received illustrated not only
the involvement of sport in driving the
environment agenda, but also the importance
of its contribution. The winners were
chosen from among individuals, groups
and organizations nominated by National
Olympic Committees (NOCs), International
Sports Federations (IFs) and Continental
Associations.
A jury composed of members of the IOC
Sport and environment Commission selected
the winners for each continent, taking into
account the following basic evaluation criteria:
impact of the activity, initiative or project on
the promotion of sustainable sport; its ability
to be carried on and to serve as a catalyst for
sustainable sport practice worldwide; and
voluntary contributions and innovative
approaches.
The first-ever award was awarded to:
• For Africa: Green Africa Foundation
• For America: Oregon Track Club

•
•

For Asia: Beijing Municipal Environmental
Protection Bureau and the Beijing 2008
Olympic Games Organizing Committee
(BOCOG)
For Europe: German Olympic Sports
Confederation (DOSB),
For Oceania: “Rainbow Project” by
Rowing New Zealand

Who are the winners?
Green Africa Foundation is a Kenyan
organization founded in 2000 to support
ecological and environmental conservation
with particular focus on arid and semiarid lands in Kenya, where poverty is most
prevalent. Recognising the impact of sport
on ensuring environmental sustainability, the
Foundation has launched a “Green Africa
Sports” department, which sets up guidelines
for sports organisers about environmental
awareness, proper waste management, and
creating and maintaining a green environment.
Thus, on the occasion of the IAAF World
Cross Country Championships held in 2007 in
Mombasa (Kenya), the environmental project
set up by the Foundation, in close cooperation
with UNEP, was considered by the IAAF as
having set a precedent for all future IAAF
events. Its activities reach beyond athletics,
going from table tennis to canoe kayak, and
from golf to boxing.
The Oregon Track Club: The organising
committee made the 2008 US Olympic
Team Trials the first sporting event in
North America to successfully implement
and uphold sustainable initiatives such as
those outlined in the Olympic Movement’s
Agenda 21. The Club has been committed
to reaching a high standard of sustainability,
including integration of sport with
environmental, social and economic
considerations. Its sustainable efforts have
included providing shuttles and promoting
cycling, reducing waste and encouraging
recycling and composting. The competition
area and adjacent Festival, known together
as the “Superblock”, were powered by
100% renewable energy.
The initiatives led by the Beijing
Municipal Environmental Protection
Bureau and BOCOG have significantly
heightened awareness of environmental
issues, leading to major advances in the
areas of energy consumption, sustainable
water consumption, transportation, waste

management and air quality. The Beijing
Games significantly raised the bar of
incorporating sustainability in large scale
events. Special efforts through institutional
and technical tools implementation,
established more than 160 projects within
the greater Beijing area that will enhance
the environmental legacy of the city and
provide its population and visitors with a
more environmentally friendly life.
The
German
Olympic
Sports
Confederation
issues
the
“Green
champions in sport and environment”,
A Guide to environmentally-sound large
sporting events”. This publication provides
guidance and examples of good practices
undertaken in Germany by analysing the
ecological impact, such as climate, transport,
energy, waste, use of materials, noise, nature
and landscape, catering, merchandising and
communications, that the different parties
involved in sport have on the environment.
Through this Guide, the sports community
will endeavour and be encouraged to
adopt a responsible attitude towards the
environmental and sustainable development
issues related to the practice of sport.
Published by the German Federal Ministry
for the Environment, Nature Conservation
and Nuclear Safety and the German Olympic
Sports Confederation, this Guide intends to
encourage not only sports organizations, but
also individuals, to be champions for sport
and environment.
“The Rainbow Project” by Rowing New
Zealand aims to host an environmentally
sustainable 2010 FISA World Rowing
Championships at Lake Karapiro without
compromising New Zealand’s unique
environment. The Rainbow Project’s
environmental actions include a carbon
emission reduction scheme, a zero waste
plan, educational programmes for the next
edition, a comprehensive bio-security strategy
for inbound equipment, environmental
protection for all permanent and temporary
infrastructures, and the inclusion of an
environmental officer on the organising
committee. One of the goals of the Project
is that 100% of the spectators in will have
the choice to make a positive environmental
contribution. With an unquestionable
green focus, the 2010 FISA World Rowing
Championships should leave a positive and
sustainable legacy.
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Coca-Cola Sparks First
Environmental Torchbearer
Program

Apr 8, 2009--Based on close consultations with
World Wildlife Fund Canada and the David
Suzuki Foundation, Coca-Cola has created the
first-ever Environmental Torchbearer Program
for an Olympic Torch Relay. The program will
be activated during Canada’s 2010 Olympic
Torch Relay for the Vancouver 2010 Olympic
Winter Games, beginning October 30, 2009.
Coca-Cola’s Green Torch Relay Program
encourages Canadians to pledge small lifestyle
changes for the environment in exchange for
the opportunity to carry the Olympic Flame.
For North Americans, that may include turning
off the water when brushing your teeth, biking
or walking instead of driving, or washing clothes
in cold water and then hanging them out to dry.
The Green Torch Relay is one element of CocaCola’s Olympic Games Sustainability Plan.
Coke selected Gerald Butts, president and
chief executive officer of WWF-Canada, as the
first environmental Olympic Torchbearer.
Members of the Mississauga Braves Hockey
Association are the first chosen to participate
in the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay,
marking the first time a team will be allowed to
carry the Olympic Flame. This hockey association
based in Ontario, Canada makes diligent efforts
to reduce environmental impacts by committing
to simple initiatives such as carpooling, washing
uniforms in cold water and hanging them out to
dry, donating old equipment, and drinking from
reusable water bottles.
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“One of the environmental initiatives that I’m
most proud of is carpooling because it cuts
down emissions into the air and you get to travel
with your friends,” said 13-year-old Mississauga
Braves hockey player Kevin Mellegers.
Environment-Friendly Tips from the
Mississauga Braves
• Carpool
• energy-efficient appliances
• clothes in cold water and hang them out
to dry
• old hockey equipment or give it to
charity
• off computers, printers, stereos and
televisions when not in use
• not use gas or electric lawnmowers (oldfashioned push mowers do the job)
• your thermostat to what is needed
• off lights when not needed
• Buy reusable shopping bags, not plastic
• reusable mugs and water bottles to
reduce waste from disposable cups (that’s
for you too, hockey parents and fans).
“We all have to do everything possible to reduce
greenhouse gases, air and water pollution and
conserve energy,” said Doug Thompson, a
director with the Mississauga Braves.
“Most importantly we have the opportunity to
introduce this program into many schools and
work places. I’m 54 and it’s not so much about
us; it’s about the generations to come as they
will be the ones that will be adversely affected
by what we do today,” Thompson said.
Teams like the Mississauga Braves can motivate
others to be more protective citizens of the
environment and be thoughtful of future
generations. That’s why Coca-Cola (on the
recommendation of the WWF) selected the
Braves as an example of Canadians making
positive impacts. For their efforts, they’ll get
the experience of a lifetime.
“It’s an honour to be picked as a team to
carry the Olympic Torch,” said 12-year-old
Mississauga Braves minor bantam player,
Anthony Skrinjar. “This is something I can tell
my grandchildren!”
Coca-Cola’s Overall Olympic Games
Sustainability Program
The Coca-Cola Company — the Official Nonalcoholic Beverage Sponsor of the Vancouver 2010
Olympic Winter Games and the longest continuous
corporate supporter of the Olympic Movement
— has been associated with the Olympic

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on Environment and Media

Games since 1928. Its sponsorship supports
National Olympic Committees in more than 200
countries to help athletes train and compete.
“We are indebted to the support and advice we
received from the David Suzuki Foundation and
WWF-Canada in creating this plan,” said Dave
Moran, communications director, Coca-Cola Ltd.
“The Olympic Games are a unique opportunity
for Canadians to demonstrate their commitment
to creating a more positive environment.
”Coca-Cola analyzed every component of its
Olympic Games environmental footprint for
its Olympic Games Sustainability Plan, which
extends to all programs, activities and services
related to the 2010 Winter Games. That
includes using hybrid or high-efficiency delivery
vehicles and introducing North America’s first
energy-efficient, climate-friendly coolers. And
with the ambition of reducing 2010 Winter
Games carbon emissions by 100 per cent,
Coca-Cola is applying leading technologies to
reduce emissions as well as purchasing Gold
Standard carbon offsets (as recommended
by WWF and the David Suzuki Foundation)
to counteract the carbon footprint of CocaCola’s 2010 Olympic contributions.
“Coca-Cola’s Olympic Games Sustainability
Program demonstrates the leadership needed
from Canadian companies to address the
environmental crisis,” said Peter Robinson,
CEO, David Suzuki Foundation in an issued
statement. “It is an excellent example of how
businesses can embrace a holistic approach
to reducing their environmental impact while
setting an example of the importance of taking
action to address climate change.”
Coca-Cola’s Give It Back Campaign
Thirsty consumers will see the Give It Back
campaign where Coca-Cola is sold at the
Olympic Games. By supplying and collecting
all polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic
containers throughout the Olympic Villages and
Olympic venues, 95 per cent of all Coca-Cola
waste will be diverted from landfills. Better yet,
this type of plastic (PET) is easily recycled to
make a wide range of new products, including
fibre for polyester carpeting, clothing fabrics
and even auto parts. To showcase the end
product, Coca-Cola workers will sport this
environmentally friendly clothing made from
a blend of cotton and recycled plastic bottles
during the 2010 Winter Games.

Make Your Pledge to the Environment
Any Canadian wanting to make a commitment
to the environment can nominate themselves to
become an Olympic Torchbearer by visiting icoke.ca.

moment at the Kasumigaoka National Stadium,
the 1964 Olympic flame was re-enacted in the
cauldron where it burnt last millennium, raising
hopes for its future return in 2016.

Sustainability Stars
To recognize the innovative sustainability
efforts of its partners and sponsors, the
Vancouver Organizing Committee for the
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
(VANOC) recently created the Sustainability
Star program. The Sustainability Star highlights
Games-related
sustainability
innovations
that are environmental, economic and social
in nature. The program, which runs until
March 31, 2010, will give these innovations
an international spotlight as Vancouver and
Whistler welcome the world in 2010.

With Tokyo proposing an ultra-convenient Games
for athletes and spectators alike that sees 97%
of venues within an 8km radius of the Olympic
Stadium, the IOC Evaluation Commission
were able to visit 28 out of 34 Olympic and
Paralympic venues in just a single day. The tour ran
completely on schedule without the assistance
of police outriders or other traffic clearing
measures. Tokyo 2016’s compact plan will
see 70% of athletes reach their competition
venue in less than ten minutes via secluded and
serene surroundings.

The first nine stars, chosen by a 10-person jury, are:
Coca-Cola’s carbon footprint and offset program,
Olympic and Paralympic Village Whistler; the
BC Hydrogen Highway; the RONA Vancouver
2010 Fabrication Shop; the Richmond Olympic
Oval; BC Hydro’s Green Energy Innovations;
LiveSmart BC, a program operated by the
Province of British Columbia; Teck Cominco
Ltd’s Going for Gold employee engagement
strategy; as well as Nortel and /EDU’s LearniT.
Source: Vancouver 2010 http://www.vancouver2010.com

IOC Evaluation Commission
Explores Tokyo Site

Some of Japan’s finest sports heroes, smiling
children and cutting-edge technologies today
helped Tokyo 2016 guide the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) Evaluation
Commission on a tour of Tokyo’s existing and
proposed Olympic and Paralympic venues,
showcasing the most compact, sustainable
and efficient Games concept ever. In a special

At Sea Forest – the island in Tokyo Bay reclaimed
from the sea – the IOC’s 13-member expert
delegation became part of the future of Tokyo,
joining local children to plant saplings that will
grow to 3m high inside three years, as part of a
transformation programme that will see 1,000
hectares of new green spaces introduced to
Tokyo by 2016. At several parts of the route
children and students waving Tokyo 2016
‘clappers’ turned out to enthusiastically cheer
the visitors as they passed.
The IOC Evaluation Commission listen to a
presentation from Aki Taguchi, Paralympic
shooter Among numerous other highlights,
Tokyo 2016 showcased just one of the ways it
will fulfill its renewable energy promise, with a
‘power floor’ installed at the Tokyo International
Forum venue where simply walking on it
generates usable energy. Tokyo 2016’s plan is
a model of sustainability, with 23 of 34 Tokyo
2016 venues already in existence, including a
strong legacy from the 1964 Games. Out of the
11 venues to be built, five are permanent and
six are temporary, ensuring a fantastic sporting
legacy for the 21st Century and no white
elephants.
The Games will be staged in two interlocking
zones: the Tokyo Bay Zone and the Heritage
Zone – all within an 8km radius. The Tokyo
Bay Zone will contain 20 of the 34 competition
venues and symbolises Tokyo’s new approach to
sustainable urban development. The Heritage
Zone is at the historic core of the city, containing
much of the rich legacy of the 1964 Games and
incredible assets from the 540,529 square metres
Yoyogi Park to the iconic Imperial Palace.
Source: http://www.g-forse.com

Green Films
Always Coca Cola
Inge Altemeier & Reinhard Hornung,
29 Minutes 15 Seconds, English

As a principle sponsor of FIFA, Coca-Cola is
keen to trade in on the world cup’s image of
fair play and good sportsmanship. But Many
believe its business practices make a mockery
of this reputation.
For thirsty fans at the world Cup there
is only one choice of soft drink available.
Whether it’s Coke, Sprite or Bonaqua, all
the brands on sale belong to Coca-Cola.
Many of theses drinks are produced in India,
where Coca-Cola’s business practices have
elicited widespread condemnation. “The
coca cola factory ruined my life” despairs
one farmer. Producing 0.33l of coke requires
1 litre of water. In some villages near cola
factories, water levels have dropped by
60 m. Harvests have fallen by more than
40% because there is not enough water
to irrigate fields. But Coca Cola denies all
responsibility. “We are not the problem”
- states spokesman Rajiv Singh. There are
simply too many people living here who are
wasteful with water.
Coca Cola also stands accused of pollution
and union bashing. “Many workers in their
factories receive around 50 cents for a
12 hour shift. They have no unions and
sometimes receive no compensation for
injuries sustained. As Bhagwab Das Yadav
states: “All we want is for Coca Cola to
respect India’s labour laws.”
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Dori
Vineeta Misra, 8 Minutes 44 Second, Hindi

Bhigu is a seven year old child who one day
dreams about winning the most fascinating
object he had ever seen… the red kite.
However, the dream turns into a nightmare
when he is caught bunking school by his school
teacher. In spite of being very scared of his
school teacher, Bhigu decides to skip school
and follow his dream with a conviction very
strong… he would win the kite, no matter
what. He convinces his friend Minti who after
a lot of persuasion takes the risk of lying to
the teacher about Bhigu. The dream starts
turning to reality when the silent lanes of the
old city roar with the enthusiasm of the kids
running to catch the red kite with Bhigu right
ahead of all of them. In the meanwhile the
classes go on and get over till the teacher is
seen packing his bags and approaching the kids.
However the teacher just misses the kids by
turning homewards and unlike the nightmare
Bhigu escapes the teacher’s terror. With all
his enthusiasm Bhigu grabs the string, only to
realize that someone else has it too.
The film talks about a small child with small
dreams and how when his dream comes true
he realizes its not the way he wanted it to
come true. He loses after having won and wins
in spite of having lost.

Have you missed it too?
Monalisa Baujabal, 8 Minutes 27 Second,
English

This film portrays a stunning panoramic view of
one of the lesser known naturalized ecosystems
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in the very heart of the city-the Siri Fort
woodland located amidst the ruins of the Siri
Fort in South Delhi near Hauz Khas. There has
been a gradual deterioration of the eco-system
over the years. You cannot ignore the harsh
sight of construction equipment and concrete
structures coming up in this pristine woodland
park over the last few months which is disturbing
the wildlife breeding and nesting areas. As it
is because of our rampant destruction and
encroachment upon the habitats of the wild
denizens we are waking up to the bitter truth
of Global Warming. Old time visitors to this
park complain plaintively that many species of
wildlife are not being sighted anymore. Through
this film we implore the citizens to join hands
with us to save this delicate ecosystem as this is
the root of our well being.

Wild Saga of Corbett - Your travel
guide
Kahini Ghosh Mehta, 37 Minutes, English

Produced and directed by young naturalist, filmmaker and wildlife photographer, Kahini Ghosh
Mehta and scripted, research and anchored
by Shivang Mehta - an avid Corbett lover and
wildlife researcher, Wild Saga of Corbett takes
the viewers through a memorable journey that
would help them to prepare for their perfect
Corbett safari. WSC informs tourists about the
rules and regulations of the forest and indirectly
educates them on the laws of the jungle and
decorum that needs to be maintained. The
latter part of the film deals with the issues of
impacts of tourism on wildlife conservation
with Kahini Ghosh Mehta taking the opinion
of the custodians of forests that includes the
director of Corbett Tiger Reserve who has
given some interesting viewpoints and pieces
of advice that can help in safeguarding the
forest amidst rising tourism. Shot in the heart
of Corbett Park with active support from the
park officials, WSC is a depiction of how we
as tourists can help is preserving a forest that
is named after a man who left behind him the
legend of conservation.
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Pardhies: The Untold Story
Anil Yadav, 36 Mins, Hindi

Pardhies have been the part of Indian versatile
society since centuries. Pardhies are vagrant
they encamp themselves in such villages which
are near to forests they have symbiotic relations
with villagers because by hunting grazing animals
like deers & hogs they helps villagers to protect
their crops and in return they get protection for
themselves. Some sorts of Pardhies not only hunt
grass eaters but also the wild animals like Tiger,
Hyena, and Lion etc. They work under the shade
of National and International poachers. Due to
continuous massive hunting of wild life the numbers
of wild species has come on to a dangerous mark.
Simply imposing law and order cannot stop wildlife
crime. Socio-economic means should be applied
to uplift the Pardhi society. On the other hand
for next generation of Pardhies, the residential
schooling would be great effort to demoralize
them from their conventional profession related
to wild crime. In our film proposal there would
be depiction of daily activities of Pardhies, style of
traveling in forest, superstitious mythology, their
social customs the hunting techniques and tactics,
interviews of wild life experts, forests officials and
sociologists.

Back to the Roots
Rishu Nigam, 47 Minutes, English,

India’s Northeast has a rich heritage of sacred
natural sites that have been preserved for
generations because of the faith of local
communities. Today, science is recognising
these sites as rare hubs of bio-diversity. The
film captures the beautiful traditions of the
Khasis of Meghalaya, the Meteis of Manipur and
the Vaishnav monasteries of Assam, and brings
to fore the ancient and increasingly fragile link
between human cultures and biodiversity.

Every Shade of
Green under the Sun

Date

Dec 6-10, 2011 (Tue-Sat)

Venue

Convention Centre, Jai Singh Road
(Opp Jantar Mantar), New Delhi

Highlights

Film Screenings | Open Forums on Biodiversity
and Climate Change | Best of World Conservation
Cinema | Asian Conservation Filmmakers Summit
Master Classes | Trade Shows
Film Booth | Film Bazaar

Environment calendar
January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day
October

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

March

16 – World Food Day

Who Can Attend

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

Environment and Wildlife Enthusiasts and Experts | Filmmakers | Educators | Media | Civil Society | Government Bodies | Corporates | Students and Youth

21- World Forestry day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation

For more details, contact: Vishwajeet Ghoshal/ 98999 79159/ delegates@cmsvatavaran.org

For registration log on to www.cmsvatavaran.org
An initiative of

Principalpartnersince2002

Ministry of Environment & Forests
Government of India

Hospitality Partner

of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict

23 -World Meteorological Day
August

10 – World science Day

April

6- Hiroshima Day

21 – World Television Day

5- National Maritime Day

9 – Nagasaki Day

7- World Health Day

9 – International Day of the World Indigenous people

December

22- World Earth Day

2– Bhopal Tragedy day/ National Pollution Day

30- No Tobacco Day

11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day

July – September 2011

A Report on

Quarterly Newsletter

International Summit on
Climate Change

Environment

We Cause Global Warming

Promoting Responsibility

CMS T
ENVIS

here is growing consideration for the environment in the world of sports. The
Olympic Movement, for instance, has incorporated the environment into its charter,
alongside sport and culture.

The CMS Environment team has been involved multifariously in policy research
and programmes evaluation aimed at creating sustainable solutions for environment
protection. India’s premier film festival on wildlife and environment, CMS VATAVARAN
is one of the many initiatives of the eclectic team.
Areas of Expertise
• Research and Evaluation
• Formulating Strategies
• Environmental Education
• Corporate Engagement
• Environment Information Resource Centre

It has a Sport and Environment Commission to advise it on environment-related policy and
has developed an Agenda 21 for sport and the environment to encourage its members to play
an active part in sustainable development. Its objectives are to promote the integration of
environmental consideration in sports, use the popularity of sports to promote environmental
awareness and respect for the environment among the public, especially the youth and
promote the development of environmentally friendly sports facilities and the manufacture
of environmentally friendly sports goods.

Newsletter on

Environment
& Media

Areas of Work
• Climate Change
• Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation
• Biodiversity
• Urban and Rural Environment
• Natural Resource Management (Watershed, Forestry and Livelihoods)
• Wildlife Conservation

COPENHAGEN
SUMMIT
COPENHAGEN
COPENHAGEN
SUMMIT
SUMMIT
COPENHAGEN
SUMMIT
COPENHAGEN
SUMMIT
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Among the fruits of these initiatives were the first ever ‘green’ Olympic Games in Sydney
in 2000, which showed clearly how development opportunities provided by the Games can
be used to benefit the community and the environment. Since then UNEP has worked on
both the Beijing and Vancouver Games and is planning with London and Sochi how to green
future games.
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