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Nature will be screened at Vatavaran Travels 2004, an
environment and wildlife film festival, from November
27 to 29.
Organised by the C.P.R. Environmental Education
Centre (CPREEC) and the Centre for Media Studies,
entry to the festival at the Russian Cultural Centre here
is free. The Union Ministry of Environment and Forests
is funding the event."The films have been chosen
keeping in view the lasting relevance of the theme and
uniqueness of the subject," said Nanditha Krishna,
honorary director, CPREEC.
Around 10,000 people are expected to attend the
festival. As the auditorium has limited seats, schools
wishing to bring their students to the festival should
register with CPREEC in advance. A. Raja, Union
Minister for Environment and Forests, will open the
festival on Saturday.
The festival includes panel discussions on environment
and wildlife filmmaking in India, and recent shifts in
media trends.The festival aims to encourage
filmmakers to use the power of the audio-visual media
to promote conservation of the environment, sensitise
Indian television channels, enthuse young children and
inculcate concern for the environment among the
viewers.
The films are thematically organised. `Troubled
Waters' speaks about reef watch marine conservation,
`A Brush with Death' documents the illegal
procurement and sale of mongoose hair for the
paintbrush industry, `King Cobra' by Romulus Earl
Whitaker talks about the diminishing habitat of the
world's largest venomous snake. Shekar Dattatri's
`Nagarhole -- Tales from an Indian Jungle,' is a
conservation-oriented natural history film that captures
the hidden dramas in a forest. `Vedanthangal -- Winter
Heaven for Birds' by A. Raja looks at the largest bird
sanctuary in the world. The festival's themes are flora
and fauna, pollution and conservation.
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The CPREEC has a library of 500 environmental films
shot in India and abroad. It is open to the public
between 10 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. on all working days.
The CPREEC team will organise special screenings for
school students on request from schools, said Ms.
Nanditha Krishna. Phone: 24346526, 24337023.

winning wildlife documentaries for National
Geographic and Discovery, says TV documentaries
sensitise people to the beauty and fragility of Nature.
Short films on specific themes focussed at target
audiences including decision-makers can have a real
impact on the ground.

Source : The Hindu, November 24, 2004

He hopes to build up a body of work on a variety of
wildlife conservation themes. "I hope some of the films
will have an immediate impact in mitigating pressing
conservation problems, and will have long-term
educational value," he adds.

Shekar Dattatri, wildlife
filmmaker, gets Rolex award
By P.Oppili
Chennai, Dec. 7: Chennai-based wildlife filmmaker
Shekar Dattatri has won the prestigious Rolex Award
for Enterprise for 2004.The Associate Laureate Award
comprising a citation, a Rolex Chronometer and a
cash prize was conferred on Dattatri in New Delhi on
November 30.
The last Indian to receive a Rolex Award was Gorur R.
Iyengar Gopinath in 1996, who also won an Associate
Laureate award.The awards were instituted in 1976 to
encourage innovative projects in science, medicine,
technology, innovation, exploration, discovery,
environment and cultural heritage.

Threats to wetland eco-systems in the country, the
problem of forest fires and the vanishing knowledge of
indigenous people living in forest areas are some of
the topics that he hopes to deal with in the coming
series of short films.
He says that the level of awareness about wildlife and
conservation is low in India. "Most people are not even
aware that forests are the birthplace of our rivers,
particularly in South India, and that preserving forests
in all their complexity is the only way to ensure a
perpetual supply of fresh water for our drinking and
agricultural needs. We need to get across the message
to every man, woman and child in this country that if
we do not take care of Nature, Nature cannot take
care of us."

G r e e n

Dattatri was given the award for his `The Wild India
Project Changing hearts and minds through moving
images', a series of short films on wildlife and
conservation. Dattatri, who has produced award-
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Source : The Hindu, December 08, 2004

About ENVIS
ENVIS's (Environmental Information System) mission is to provide access to
and enhance the use of environment related information in India as well as the
rest of the world, advancing understanding of different environment related issues and
indirectly serving the needs of public and private decision making.

Nodes. It is dedicated to providing comprehensive, up-to-date environmental information
and news. ENVIS exists solely to act as an information broker for environmental information

ENVIS network offers a mother portal, which acts as a platform for inter, nodal interaction.
The entire portal has been designed and organized to provide with easy access to the
multitude of environment related information available with the ENVIS Nodes. For more
information visit: website: www.envis.nic.in
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in India.
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ENVIS is a network that unites around hundred organizations in India, known as ENVIS
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Screen debut for Sweety the
panda

4

By Staff Reporter
Siliguri, Dec. 7: For all her "lethargy", Sweety proved to
be quite a handful even for veteran wildlife filmmakers
Rajesh and Naresh Bedi. Fighting off fatigue and
frustration, the filmmakers followed the red panda, the
first captive bred to be released in the wild, for months
on end through snow and bad weather trying to
document the secret lives of these cuddly, little-known,
endangered animals in Singalila National
Park.Filming Sweety might have been a lot of trouble,
but not a disappointment. "We tracked Sweety for over
a month to film the mating scene, a rarely witnessed
sight.
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It was hard work, staying in the jungle with our cameras
ready to roll for endless days and night. Then, one day
everything came together and our camera caught the
moment to perfection," Naresh, director and executive
producer, said over phone from Delhi.The moment
closest to the Bedi brothers' hearts, however, came two
months later when, one a chilly winter morning, their
cameras caught a little bundle of fur peering out from
behind Sweety."We could not film her giving birth, but
the sight of the tiny two-day-old baby made up for the
disappointment. The birth of this cub also signifies the
success of the Red Panda Project and that is the theme
of this film," Naresh said.The hour-long documentary
which is slated to premiere on the small screen in MayJune next year, has not yet been christened, though the
contest has boiled down to Cherub of the Mist or Angel
of the Mist. The film's backdrop is set against Project
Red Panda, a Central Zoo Authority-funded scheme,
aimed at conservation of this endangered species.
Sweety and her partner Mili, both reared in captivity
(and injected with fresh genetic material) at Padmaja
Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, were
released in the wild with radio collars fixed on their tails
in November last year. A leopard killed Mili within a
few months and Sweety, whose radio collars were
removed in November this year, is reportedly doing
well in her natural habitat."This is the first such
conservation effort for the red panda in the world and
we are the first to film the success story" an elated
Naresh said. His twin sons, Ajay and Vijay, the winners
of this year's Green Oscar in the BBC Newcomer
Award category for their documentary, Policing Langur,

have completed most of the shooting. They "might"
make a few more trips before the documentary is
released.The Bedis, known for Saving the Tiger/ManEating Tiger (nominated for the British Academy
Awards in 1987), Cobra-The Snake God, Ganesh-The
Elephant God Whistling Hunters (on wild dogs) and
Ladakh: The Forbidden Wilderness, feel confident that
viewers will love Sweety and be prompted to respect
the wilds more."This is turning out to be one of the most
beautiful films we have made. We have been able to
get some exclusive shots of Sweety, including the
mating and when she went into labour. Coupled with
the natural beauty of the place, the film will be a treat to
watch," Naresh promised.
Source : The Telegraph, December 08, 2004

LA meets Mumbai in US filmmaker's docu on big cats
By Staff Reporter
Pune, November 28: Los Angeles and
Mumbaithousands of miles apart with lots to share,
including the same screen space. Here's a film which
has no item number, nor Amitabh Bachchan's baritone
calling the shots. Though film-maker Toby Beach
would have liked that immensely, his film has Deputy
Conservator of Forests Ashok Khadse in the lead with
leopards and mountain lions as supporting actors
.
The film is set in LA and Mumbai since both cities face a
big cat problem. Mountain lions are making inroads
into the human population in LA while leopards are
claiming victims near the Sanjay Gandhi National Park
in Mumbai. Enough to make a film, thought US-based
Beachmore so since Mumbai is his favourite city. In
September and October, the producer/director of
Brightside Films Ltd shot in Mumbai and a bit in Junnar
for the Indian side of the story. Says Beach, ''The idea
that these large predators were still living in the city
fascinates me. It raises all kinds of questions about the
management of people, animals and wilderness in the
new mega-cities.''
The Mumbai side of the story is very much about a city
in crisis. Beach looks at the problem there through the
eyes of a range of people who are confronting the
leopard issuefrom forest officials to families of
survivors, to those who have come face-to-face with
the leopards and survived. ''In order to understand how
such a crisis is managed, I decided to work with
Khadse. He is without doubt India's top leopard
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wrangler and I follow him as he traps the big cats in
and around the Sanjay Gandhi National Park and
succeeds in stopping the killings. We work to
understand why the killings are happening, how they
can be stopped, and what the long-term challenges
are for a city like Mumbai with such vast wilderness that
is still home to large predators,'' adds Beach. He has
spent his childhood in India, in Delhi and at the
Woodstock School in Mussoorie, UP.

Channel and later in India.Beach is also working on
the desert in Rajasthan and documenting how local
villagers build houses using earth and local plants. He
has won several awards for other films. What next? ''To
make more films in India,'' he grins.

The Los Angeles story looks at the issue of urban
development in and around mountain lion habitat.
''There are thousands of mountain lions in California.
Areas close to Los Angeles recently experienced two
very violent attacks by these big cats.

By Sudha Menon

I look at the problem through the eyes of ecologist Ray
Sauvajot and his team at the National Park Service
who are tracking four mountain lions around LA's
suburbs. We learn what they are finding out about how
these big cats adapt to urban life and whether
mountain lions are changing their habits and
becoming less fearful of man,'' he says. The film will be
broadcast in the US on the National Geographic
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Pune , Nov. 24, SHARAD Pawar recently took time off
from politics to pick up a broom and do some cleaning
up around him. Surprised? But then, that is exactly
what film maker Sai Paranjpe, always known for her
out-of-the-box style, wanted for the promo of her latest
film, aptly named Chakachak (spotlessly clean).
Chakachak is a children's film unlike most others in
that it deals with a topic that address itself to the
environment and the conservation of our immediate
surroundings, a topic which Paranjpe points out, is of
relevance to everybody young and old.
What is important is that the film maker has made a
film revolving around children, who she says, are the
inheritors of our world and thus the people who can
contribute to its conservation immensely.
And as for Pawar's broom act at the film's premiere at
the National Film Archives here, "political will coupled
with an overall awareness of issues by all segments of
society is what we need to pull up our socks and get to
work on cleaning up our surroundings."
The film, scheduled for a December release, is woven
around a bunch of schoolchildren who decided to take
up the job of keeping their neighbourhood clean when
the adults in the locality have given up on it.

Source : www.business-standard.com

Paranjpe uses every trick in the book, including an
expensive and interesting animation sequence
depicting the impact of pollution on the Taj Mahal,
Bollywood-style dishum-dishum and even some bits of
documentary, to come out with a slick story that grabs
the audience by the eyeballs.
“Today's kids are much more mature than the kids of
the 80s and 90s and can't be talked down to as
children's film makers did then. Instead, I realised you
have to use their language and their slang to keep
them involved," says Paranjpe, who has used new
technology in films to keep the audience hooked.

V o i c e

2

Paranjpe's new film aims to teach
kids a `green lesson'

G r e e n

ONGC

Source : The Telegraph, December 08, 2004

October - December 2004

1

5

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on Communication and Electronic Media

“Making a film on a Rs 35-lakh budget from the
Children's Film Society of India is very unrealistic," says
the film maker who is believed to have made this film
on a Rs 1-crore plus budget, helped by a number of
NGOs interested in the subject.
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As for the rationale of making a film on cleanliness and
environment for children, Paranjpe says that the
thought came to her on one of her daily walks.
"There is no place one can walk for a breath of fresh air
since there is garbage, and animal and human excreta
all over our open spaces and all we adults can do
about it is throw up our hands in despair. I decided
then that the younger generation, who will inherit this
earth, are best equipped early on in life to deal with the
issue."

Correspondent : R. Balaji
Chennai , Oct. 20 IS agri-biotechnology getting a raw
deal because of controversy dogging the use of
genetically engineered crops? Yes, said scientists at a

Important components of public acceptance of
biotechnology are trust and awareness trust that the
public holds in the regulatory agencies and the system.

Scientists try to demystify
biotechnology for the media

V o i c e

The three-day workshop held last week sought to
demystify a topic that has evoked strong emotions in
developed and developing countries. The workshop
sought to increase the awareness of journalists and to
enable them to better address the issues and thereby,
help the public come to an informed decision.
As the Head of Communications at Icrisat, Mr Rex
Navarro, put it, the gene revolution has a global
impact in improving agriculture production and rural
economy, as much as the green revolution a few
decades back. But the gene revolution, a tool in
biotechnology, has not been well understood by the
public. There is a need to inform and educate.

Source : The Hindu Business line, November 25, 2004
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workshop organised last week for journalists at the
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics, Patancheru, near Hyderabad.
There is more to biotechnology than just genetic
engineering or transgenic crops, which involves
transferring a gene from a related or unrelated
organism and putting it into a crop plant to give it the
beneficial trait that the gene carries, they said.

Kolkata Film Festival
Wildlife Wing of the Forest Directorate, Govt
of West Bengal in association with Aranyak, a
group of NGOs and NGIs, including Centre
for Media Studies is organising a noncompetitive Wildlife Film Festival at Kolkata
from 3rd Feb, 2005 to 6th Feb, 2005 wherein
CMS would be screening documentary films
from Vatavaran 2002 & Vatavaran 2003
film festival. The basic objective is to promote
forest and wildlife conservation among
students, youth & local people and raise
awareness through films about the various
critical issues in conservation.

Kaziranga Film Festival
Kaziranga National Park. Is
celeberating its Centenary in
February 2005. As a part
of these celebrations, Centre
for Media Studies along
with the Ministry of
Environment and Forests,
Government of Assam is
organising Vatavaran
Travelling Film
Festival at Kaziranga National Park. Apart
from award winning films of Vatavaran, we
would be screening films which discuss issues
pertaining to the region. The filmmakers will
also be invited to present their films at this
Festival.
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According to Mr Jim Shannahan of the US-based
Cornell University, trust in the regulatory agencies had
helped the public accept genetically modified
organisms (GMOs). Factors that build trust are open
communication, a clear agenda, public-private
collaboration and a clear awareness of the benefits.
According to Dr K. K. Sharma of Icrisat's Genetic
Transformation Laboratory, the common perception
that the increased commercialisation of biotechnology
may exclude poor farmers from benefiting from the
process need not hold true. Increased research in
public sector institutions meet their needs.
Scientists, officials from the Department of
Biotechnology, representatives from the private sector
and biotechnology associations made a presentation.
But participants could not help notice the absence of
those who had less faith in the potential that
biotechnology or genetic engineering had to offer.
Apart from Icrisat, the other organisers were the Asian
Media Information and Communication Centre of
India, International Service for the Acquisition of AgriBiotech Applications and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO).

The centre is an initiative
towards identifying the
missing linkage and
providing comprehensive
information on happenings in media. The centre
has developed itself as a resource center and a
co-ordinating body. In the short span, CMS
ENVIS Centre has developed various
databases. Also initiated innovative
programmes to highlight environmental
concerns in media. The centre has been
indexing coverage of environmental issues from
print media as well as electronic media,
conducting research studies to bridge the
information gaps. Browse CMS ENVIS Centre
website www.cmsindia.org/ cmsenvis for:
"Green Voice" Quarterly ENVIS Newsletter

l

Online Publications

l

Newspapers Library

l

List of Filmmakers, Journalists

l

Research Studies

l

Experts in communication & Media

l

Web links of organizations on environment,
wildlife, media and organizations sharing
similar concerns.

l

Documentary Films Databases

l

Communication Packages

l

Case Studies

l

Green Film Festivals (Children Film Festival,
Vatavaran 2002 & 2003, Traveling Festivals)

l

TV Channel Database

l

Publication Database (books, magazines,
articles, working papers, newsletters and
online books)

l

Advertising Agency Database

V o i c e

l
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Scientists said that the concentration of beneficial traits
such as better productivity, resistance to pests and
diseases
what scientists call biotic stresses, or
resistance to droughts abiotic stress is something that
traditional breeders have been trying. But what took
them years to achieve through systematic breeding of
crops in the field, geneticists are doing in the lab by
precisely identifying the genes and transferring them

7
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However, those making a presentation on the topic
recognised the need for stringent regulations needed
to address the bio-safety issues the possible adverse
impact that genetic engineering could have on human
and environmental health. The experiences of
handling a range of genetically engineered crops over
the last decade shows no reason for fear of such an
impact. Mr Paresh Verma, Director-Research, Bioseed
Research India Pvt Ltd, stressed that "hardcore
breeding" is needed as a background material for
biotechnology, which has to be a component of
traditional breeding systems. A gene with a specific
trait has to be transferred into an existing crop variety
that has other beneficial traits.
It would help if the Government has a clear roadmap
for exploiting biotechnology and puts in place a strong
deterrence against the violation of bio-safety norms.

CMS ENVIS Centre on
Media and Environment
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into crops. Biotechnology has only made it possible for
scientists to break the barriers between living
organisms and exploit the genetic traits in any of them
for the benefit of farmers and consumers.

8

According to Professor Farid Wahliyar, Global Team
Leader for Biotechnology, Icrisat, research isaimed at
"harnessing biotechnology for the poor."
Chickpea and groundnut yields could increase by 3050 per cent, if water is not a constraint. Biotechnology
can help create drought-resistant crops.
Farmers arespending more than a billion dollars on
insecticide sprays, which could be avoided if crops are
insecticide-resistant. Reducing insecticide sprays holds
significant benefits for the environment.
According to Mr R.V. Ramaniah, a scientist in the
Department of Biotechnology, there are stringent
guidelines to ensure bio-safety. The Environmental
Protection Act, 1986, rules on GMOs, and a host of
other legislation including the Seed Act, Plant Variety

Protection and Farmers Rights Act ensure the safe use
of such technology.
here is a multi-level monitoring system that keeps a
close watch on genetic research and the process of
transferring the crops to the farmers' field. Over 60
research institutions in the public sector and 35 in the
private sector are involved in transgenic research.
Biotechnology is here to stay. Dr Margarita Escaler,
Manager, Global Knowledge Centre on Crop
Biotechnology, International Service for the Acquisition
of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA), said there is a
continuous increase in the number of countries using
biotechnology for crop improvement.
Despite a strong emotional resistance to genetically
modified crops, the area under such crops had
increased from 1.8 million hectares in 1996 to about
68 million hectares in 2003, she said.
Source : The Hindu Business Line, Thursday, October 21, 2004

Centre for Media Studies (CMS)
CMS is a premier autonomous organization engaged in multidisciplinary research

V o i c e

(environment, social development, communication and capacity development)
affecting developmental endeavours. Through its research, CMS stimulates dialogue
and contributes to policy debates on social development issues. Please visit

CMS

www.cmsindia.org for more details.
Centre for Media Studies (CMS) is registered under Societies Registration Act, 1860 since 1991. CMS
is an independent, not for profit national level multi-disciplinary development research and facilitative
body of eminent professionals nationally known for its advocacy initiatives. The Centre has been set up
with an objective to tap and integrate various sources of information, analysis and initiate research
towards a more informed decision.
CMS specializes in applying the theories and methods of the behavioral and social sciences to the
health, environmental, and social domains to ensure that decisions are based on an empirical
understanding of the populations we serve, as well as on sound scientific evidence about effectiveness
and cost-effectiveness.
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design and evaluation of effective programs, services, and policies. CMS works in a wide range of

Taking further the field based findings, CMS is known for its advocacy initiatives and also sharing its
learnings through special customized capacity building courses for professionals working in civil
society groups and media.
Our approach embodies a commitment to high quality applied research and evaluation techniques, to
building the capacities of our partners, and ultimately to improving the lives of people in the India and
around the world.
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(Latest Green Documentaries)
Policing Langur English
(28 mins)

By : Ajay Bedi and Vijay Bedi

India's most spectacular landscapes. Through the use
of interviews with some of India's best known
conservationists, the film argues that protected areas
are critical for the survival of Indian wilderness. These
areas, however, are under constant threat from
industry and big development. Equally important,
local dependence on forest resources can potentially
pose a threat to these areas.

Produced by : Moving Images India
Client : ATREE, India
This short film is a general exploration of the
importance of protected areas in conserving
biological diversity. It takes the viewer through some of

(English), Hindi/01 min 30 sec/2003

Producer : Saumya Sen & Nandita Das
(Leapfrog)
Commissioned by : Centre for Science &
Environment, India
This public service advertisement is to promote
rainwater harvesting as the lesson from the past, which
provides us the solution for the future. The spot
revolves around the concept of catching rain in a
neighbourhood, creating a cascading effect. People
begin to collect water in a variety of objects and in fact,
in anything they can lay their hands on. Using a medley
of emotions wonder, comic and even the absurd the
idea that rainwater harvesting is a community effort
and it is about building a sharing and caring society is
subtly woven in.

V o i c e

(20 mins)

Rain Water Harvesting

October - December 2004

The Final Frontier
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In India, monkeys freely wander through cities, towns
and villages. But in India's capital, Delhi, a
considerable population of destructive macaque
monkeys plagues the city threatening people, raiding
house schools, offices, hospitals and even airports.
Paradoxically the only remedy that has been found in
dealing with the monkey menace is to engage the
services of bigger, powerful langur- "Policing Langur".
The film The Policing Langur captures the colorful vista
of man-monkey relationship in India that stretches
from mythology to the modern and makes for a
captivating tale of veneration, tolerance and coexistence.

The successful conservation of these areas will depend
on our ability to counter vested commercial interests as
well as ensure that India's rural poor derive some of the
benefits of conservation, not just the heavy costs of
exclusion.
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Vatavaran, India's Premier
wildlife and environment film
festival is an innovative attempt
to explore nature and analyze
topical environment issues
through the visual medium. We
at Centre for Media Studies (CMS) have always
believed that films on wildlife and environment
are not only relevant as works of art, but also
are important as a historical and scientific
documentation. It is an opportunity to converge
and become participants and partners in
preservation and conservation efforts.

Media and the Environment
Author : Lamay & Dennis
Pushlished by : Inland Press
About this title: Should environmental reporting offer
advocacy or objectivity? How can the media explain
complex issues of science and technology without
oversimplifying? Does the prevailing definition of
"news" limit the media's ability to report on the
environment? This is the first book to explore these and
other questions about how the media cover the
environment.

CMS Vatavaran is organized with the support
from the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India. Vatavaran strongly
values and solicits participation and support for
its endeavors. The festival welcomes support
from organizations whose philosophies
synergize with CMS.

October - December 2004
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Vatavaran 2005 will not only showcase the best
of the Indian films, but also present wildlife and
environment films from Asia. This will not only
provide the filmmakers and delegates of the film
festival a rare opportunity to view some of the
excellent productions on environment and
wildlife hitherto not screened anywhere in the
country, but also be able to interact and network
with the filmmakers from the Asia. The
Broadcast exhibition at the Film Bazaar will also
help filmmakers, especially those in remote
regions of the country to keep abreast with the
latest innovations and developments in the
Communication Technology.
Vatavaran 2005 will be held at the prestigious
India Habitat Centre, New Delhi from 21 to 24
November 2005. A host of celebrities and
opinion leaders are associated with Vatavaran
in different capacities. Four days of film, fun and
celebration from 21 to 24 November 2005 at
New Delhi. Along with the films a number of
workshops, photo exhibitions, film bazaar, open
forum, etc are increasing the scope of
Vatavaran

Environmental Risks and the Media
Author : Allan, Carter, Adam
Pushlished by : Routledge
Paperback : Softcover

About this title: Environmental Risks and the Media
explores the ways in which environmental risks, threats
and hazards are represented, transformed and
contested by the media. At a time when popular
conceptions of the environment as a stable, natural"
world with which humanity interferes are becoming
increasingly contested .
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Book Your Dates !
Between January to April, 2005
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April 30 - May 7, 2005

17th UGC-CEC Educational Video Competition
2004
Consortium for Educational Communication (CEC) is an
inter University Centre created by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) with the responsibility of utilizing
electronic media in Education. The Annual UGC-CEC
Educational Video Competition will be held between
January to April, 2005 in New Delhi. It is open to all citizens
and organizations of India and Asia. The Annual UGC-CEC
Educational Video Competition is meant to nurture,
encourage and recognize excellence in educational video
programme production in India and Asia.
For More Detail, Contact
Consortium for Educational Communication
N.S.C campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi- 110067 India
Telephone: 011 26897417, Fax: 011 26897416
Email:cec@del2.vsnl.net.in

11th February, 2005

For registration/ more information, contact:
Dr Aditi Haldar/Ms.Ushakiran Madari
Environment Management Division,
Confederation of Indian Industry, Core 4A, 4th Floor,
India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110003
Tel No.: 011-24682230-35, Fax No.: 24653407/ 24682229
Email: aditi.haldar@ciionline.org/ushakiran.madari@ciionline.org

This year marks the 28th anniversary of Missoula's
International Wildlife Film Festival.
The Filmmaker's
Festival, as it's often known, has evolved into one of the most
significant film events; where wildlife On Screen means film
and filmmaking take center stage, providing unsurpassed
opportunities to share ideas, see colleagues' work and
showcase yours.
Networking opportunities, Pitching sessions, Workshops in
the field and in the theater that are hands-on with the latest
technology as well as dynamic Seminars with some of the
leading filmmakers worldwide, make IWFF a festival to be a
part of. Here in the Last Best Place , the Big Sky Country of
Missoula, Montana, nestled in the heart of the northern
Rockies, Western Hospitality is as much a part of the
weeklong festival as are daily encounters with wildlife.
The annual International Wildlife Film Festival is also part of
an important year-round organization, the International
Wildlife Media Center. This Center is the first of its kind with
world headquarters at the historic Roxy Theater in the heart
of historic Missoula, Montana. Surrounded by majestic
mountains and a bustling university town, the Center not only
serves as headquarters for the film festival but also houses
the EarthVision Media Library & Archive , one of the largest
wildlife and natural history film resources in the world.

G r e e n

The EU India Roundtable on Sustainability
The Roundtable is being organized by Confederation of
Indian Industry in strategic alliance with its European
partners InWENT(Germany), IHK (Germany),
Adelphi(Germany) and AREC(Austria) under the aegis of the
European Commission. The EU India Roundtable on
Sustainability is a concurrent event at the International
Engineering and Technology Fair (IETF) 2005, a biennial,
comprehensive B2B umbrella event, segmented into welldefined relevant sections of the engineering & technology.
Focused Shows and Pavilions like Enterprise 2005 and
Partmart & Autocare 2005 at the IETF 2005 will be an added
attraction to the participants of the Roundtable.

The 28th International Wildlife Film Festival Bridging the Gaps: Media & Conservation

What this means to you as a filmmaker is that when you enter
your film, it becomes a part of this incredible resource.
Entering your film also means the opportunity to receive
feedback in writing, from experienced reviewers and judges.
Many of the films entered receive awards and are then
selected for public screenings before large audiences.
Often, with producer's permission, your film may be selected
to be a part of our annual IWFF Wildlife Film Showcase -- a
television magazine airing over many PBS stations -- or it
may become part of our traveling festival, the IWFF Post
Festival Tour program.

Organised by:
West Bengal Pollution Control Board,
(Department of Environment, Government of West Bengal) Bengal
National Chamber of Commerce & Industry;
And Nodal Research Centre ,Kolkata

In addition, the exposure you receive as a festival entrant
provides a way for people in the industry to reach you and
see your work. All or your contact information is
automatically included in our new online database,
providing international exposure to broadcasters and
filmmakers worldwide. This is an unprecedented time in the
film industry and in the natural world, as we Bridge the Gaps
Between Media, Science and Technology.
For more information contact :
Janet Rose, Executive Director
International Wildlife Film Festival Centre (IWFF)
iwff@wildlifefilms.org

October - December 2004

Paribesh Mela 2005
The purpose of the Fair, which is essentially a "people's
event" is to promote environmental awareness as well as
to share/exchange the useful information that would be
available on a whole range of environment related
issues.

V o i c e

16 - 19 February, 2005
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Info Change Environment Website
www.infochangeindia.org/environmentIh.jsp
This site gives the latest updates on environment and wildlife in India .
The website offers comprehensive coverage of several different
issues including the environment, water resources, poverty,
livelihoods, women, children, public health etc. This one-stop
website on India's social sector provides daily uploads on
development news, the background and context to development
issues in India, features, profiles, interviews, and dozens of stories of
change about alternative models of development and individuals
and organisations working to make a difference at the grassroots.

Www.eecom.net
www.eecom.net/temn/temn_audio.html

Since its inception, over 200 youth have participated in TEMN,
developing and practicing skills including researching, interviewing,
writing, digital audio editing, and voicing. In addition to these valuable communication skills, TEMN participants
build confidence and workplace experience.
Teen Environmental Media Network training develops the proficiencies essential to a variety of career paths,
including journalism, science, broadcast media, technology, Internet publications, public relations and education.
We espouse project-based learning and use a model similar to what a radio station might use -- programs
produced have to meet time constraints, deadlines and format guidelines. They have to include technical quality,
language that communicates well to an audience and be consistent with the standards of the broadcast media.
Each student who participates in the TEMN must meet these objectives.

The Media Ecology Association
www.media-ecology.org

October - December 2004
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The TEMN created in 1998 by Jerry Kay, director and co-founder of
Science Interchange a Marin County non-profit media organization.
In 2003 the Teen Environmental Media Network moved to EECoM.
To accommodate TEMN, EECoM expanded its youth programming
to connect more students with the environment and environmental
journalism. In addition, EECOM's many member organizations
benefit directly from TEMN because the journalism program provides
a ready group of journalists to report on the efforts of EECOM
business and environmental members.

The Media Ecology Association (MEA) is a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to promoting the study, research,
criticism, and application of media ecology in educational,
industry, political, civic, social, cultural, and artistic
contexts, and the open exchange of ideas, information, and
research among the Association's members and the larger
community.
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Code of ethics for Environmental
Journalists

Lukewarm green campaign
By Zofeen T. Ebrahim
Why don't environmental issues enjoy the same degree
of importance in newspapers that politics or economy
do? Why aren't artificial rain, vehicle emissions,
climate change, air pollution, plastic bags etc,
considered attractive enough to get due space on the
front pages of newspapers? Why is it considered
newsworthy to paste a picture of two beaming finance
ministers, one from a developing country and the other
from a developed one after they come up with another
deal to further the rich-poor divide, than a picture of a
factory effluent passing through a school?

Often, the media is the only source of information on
the environment. The journalist's duty is to heighten the
awareness of the public on environment issues. The
journalist should strive to report a plurality of views on
the environment.
By informing the public, the journalist plays a vital role
in enabling people to resort to action in protecting
their environment. The journalist's duty is not only in
alerting people about their endangered environment
at the outset, but also in following up such threats and
keeping them, posted about developments.
Journalists should also attempt to write on possible
solutions to environmental problems.
The journalists should not be influenced on these
issues by vested interests-whether they are
commercial, political, and governmental or
nongovernmental. The journalist should as far as
possible cite sources of information and avoid alarmist
or speculative reportage and tendentious comment.
S/he should cross check the authenticity of a source,
whether commercial, official or nongovernmental.
The environment journalist should foster equity in
access to such information and help organizations
and individuals in the South to gain it.
Source: http://www.greenpress.sdnpk.org/mission/ethics.htm

V o i c e

Source: http://www.greenpress.sdnpk.org/news/news.htm

The right to a clean environment and sustainable
development is fundamental and is closely connected
to the right to life and good health and well being. The
environmental journalists should inform the public
about the threats to the environment-whether it is at the
global, regional, national or local level.

October - December 2004

It first made its presence felt when its field investigation
team came up with the shocking news of the
hazardous substances emitted by pollutant factories in
the Industrial Area of Islamabad. The news was caught
on by the media that resulted in a resident taking the
Industrial Area to task through a public interest
litigation in the Supreme Court of Pakistan. The apex
court in 1998 directed the Capital Development
Authority to either change the trade of these pollutant
industries or shift them away from residential
area.Among its more recent successes is the campaign
against the holding of a falcon festival in 1999. It did
not let the government hold an international festival of
the falcons, as Pakistan is a signatory to the
international conventions which prohibit trade,
trafficking and illegal hunting of endangered species.

This code of ethics was approved at the Journalists in
Colombo, Sri Lanka in 1998. World Congress of
Environmental Journalists in Colombo Sri Lanka in
1998.

G r e e n

To a large extent, the media is to be blamed for the
complete apathy the masses have for our degrading
environment. In the process of highlighting issues of
national importance with respect to the political
climate, it has completely ignored to educate people
on the human environment front. Independent experts
say that environmental degradation has taken an
alarming shape mainly because of years of official
failure to place environmental concerns at the centre
of all policy-making.

By Zofeen T. Ebrahim
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How to get started
There are many different routes into the wildlife filmmaking industry and many of these involve luck and
chance. There is no set path that will guarantee you
success, but there are definitely a number of things you
can do to prepare yourself for the best chance.
Let's start by looking at a few general ways you can
prepare yourself, whatever job in wildlife film you are
looking for:

Read books on natural history, and magazines such as
BBC Wildlife Magazine.

October - December 2004

G r e e n
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1. Learn about Natural History
Learn about natural history by studying, by reading, by
watching TV and through first-hand experience in the
field..Your learning about natural history should
include animal behaviour, and much of this will come
from watching wildlife films, and from nature itself.
Spend time in the field watching wildlife for long
periods, make notes, understand what the animals are
doing, start to learn fieldcraft so that you can watch
animals without being seen, heard or smelt. Get
yourself a good pair of binoculars. Practise tracking
animals, building hides, pretend you are making a film
and make notes of shots you could have taken or
sequences you would like. This is useful whether you
want to be a camera operator, or a producer, writer,
picture editor and so on.

2. Watch TV
When you are watching wildlife programmes it is
useful to record them so that you can go over certain
points later. For each film make notes on all the credits
and remember who it was produced by. Get to know
the names of personnel connected with various
companies/productions. Pretend you are a judge at a
wildlife film festival and analyse each film carefully.
Not all that you see will be good! Give the film a score
for various aspects such as photography, sound,
editing, script, narration, animal behaviour,
educational value, scientific content, music and so on.
Build up files of notes on films you have seen for future
reference. This may sound like a lot of hard work, but it
is free (!) and a very valuable way of learning the art,
and understanding the elements that go to make a
good film.
Make a special effort to see films that win awards at the
wildlife film festivals. You can find lists of the most
recent winners at each festival's website. Find out when
the films are airing from the producers, or buy them on

video, or you can view them in video booths at the
festivals. Think about why they have won the awards
they have do you agree with the judges?
3. Get informed
The more you know about the industry the better so:
l
Subscribe to and read the e-zine Wildlife Film
News every month (it's free!).
l
Regularly check out www.wildlife-film.com
explore the directories to see who does what.
l
Surf the Internet find out more about production
companies from their own websites.
l
Read trade publications such as RealScreen
magazine.
l
Join as many relevant organisations as you can
such as Filmmakers for Conservation, The
International Association of Wildlife Film-Makers,
and again don't tell me you can't afford it if you're
serious it is a small price to pay for information
and contacts that may prove vital to your success.
4 Develop skills
First of all there are a number of skills that will be useful
to you whatever job you want to do.
Computer skills are needed across the board these
days so make sure you are completely happy with the
basic necessities such as emailing, surfing the Internet,
word processing (especially using Microsoft Word),
and generally using PCs (even if you are an Apple Mac
die-hard you have to face the fact that the vast majority
of people use PCs!). Strive to ensure your typing is up
to speed you don't need to be a 100 word-a-minute
touch typist, but it is painful to watch somebody typing
up a shooting list with occasional jabs of one finger
while constantly searching the keyboard for the 'm'!
Other skills such as image manipulation (eg using
Adobe Photoshop), desktop publishing (eg Quark
Express), video editing (eg Adobe Premier), website
editing (eg Macromedia Dreamweaver), interactive
programming (eg Macromedia Director) will be a
bonus, and may even make the difference between
you getting a job or not. Develop your computer skills
through courses, teach-yourself books, watching
someone already skilled, and lots of practice.
Communication skills are also essential whatever you
do.
Financial skills will certainly be important if you are a
producer in charge of the film budget, but will also be
crucial if you are to be self-employed. You can take
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short courses in basic accounting and book-keeping,
or study from teach-yourself books. Practice using
spreadsheets on your computer (eg Microsoft Excel).

on your computer with software such as Sound Forge
or CoolEdit 2000. Great advice can be had from the
Wildlife Sound Recording Society.

Production Planning read as much as you can about
TV production (although it is unlikely to be specific to
wildlife, it will still be very useful) the PACT guides are
pricey but very informative. Pretend you are in charge
of a new production and go through every part that a
producer will have to deal with. Make copious notes
and flow charts plan everything you will require to
realise the production (staff, equipment, logisitics etc)
cost everything up and prepare a budget and
timescale.

Picture Editing a good way to start is with plenty of
practice on your computer. Only recently have
computers been able to handle the large file-sizes
involved with video, so you are starting at a good time!
You can get a video capture card (required to import,
or 'capture', video onto your computer) and editing
software quite cheaply for your computer the basic
techniques will be the same as when you are using
mega-expensive equipment in a state-of-the-art postproduction studio! Experiment using sequences in
different ways. Write and record a narration over the
top it will help you develop a flow for the production.
Presenting team up with someone who wants to be a
camera operator, and practise together! The more you
do it the less self-conscious you will feel, and the less
likely you will be to stumble on words (and tree roots).
Develop your own style; watch other presenters on TV
and analyse what they are doing. Get other people to
watch your results and tell you what they really think.
Write down their comments and make necessary
changes. Work at it. It doesn't always come naturally
everyone can improve…

Research choose a topic for a film and go through the
research process. Use libraries and the Internet to find
out as much about the subject as you can, and
condense your notes to the facts that you think will be
most relevant for the film idea. Get to know the most
effective and quickest routes to get the information you
need.

G r e e n

5. Network
Letters, emails and phone-calls are some methods but
there is nothing like meeting people face to face, and
wildlife film festivals are the best place to do this. Go to
as many festivals as you can - IWFF, Wildscreen,
Jackson Hole etc. - details of these in the festivals
directory of www.wildlife-film.com. They all have
excellent masterclasses, workshops, seminars etc..

Above all you have to CREATE YOUR
OPPORTUNITIES. No-one will come and seek you out
you have to be pro-active and you must be passionate
about the business. Be positive forward-thinking seize
every chance you can plan focus put yourself in the
right places get yourself known for the right reasons!
Your life is your work of art. Make it a good one!
Source: http://www.wildeye.co.uk/gettingstarted.html

V o i c e

Networking when you are young, unsure of yourself
and unknown is far from easy. It's often a fine line
between making a good impression and being a pain
in the neck! You need confidence but humility,
enthusiasm but respect. You need to be memorable,
but for the right reasons! You need to leave people
thinking 'yes I'd like to work with them' or 'they had
some great ideas I must remember them' etc. Be
honest tell people if you love their work and would
love to work with them. There's no shame in admitting
to nervousness, or in being direct about what you want.

October - December 2004

Writing study award-winning scripts and practise
writing your own. Examine subject-selection and storyline structures. Develop an idea for a wildlife film in
your head and just start writing what you envisage the
narrator saying. Then keep going back to it and rewriting. Get someone else to read it to you and see how
it sounds. Take courses in creative writing
(correspondence courses or at adult education
centres). Find a mentor who can guide and advise you.
Camera work assuming you can't afford to buy a
Super 16 film camera and dive in at the deep end, the
best way to start practising is with a DV camcorder.
Even the cheapest palmcorder will at least get you
taking moving pictures and analysing your results.
Practise your camera skills and your fieldcraft together
then watch the footage on your TV and make notes
about what you need to improve. How do the pictures
compare to films you want to emulate? Learn to
understand filmic-grammar. Improving your stills
photography skills will also help you understand the
basics of lighting, exposure, lenses, framing shots etc.
Sound recording you can start to practise recording
wildlife sound with almost any sort of portable recorder
DAT, Minidisc, open-reel tape (eg Nagra), even
cassette tape. Get yourself a good directional
microphone and you're off. Practise recording
atmospheres as well as individual animal sounds,
mono and stereo. Find the best methods of reducing
hiss, and avoiding traffic and handling noise.
Parabolic reflectors are not expensive and will help you
pick up sounds from animals without having to get so
close that you disturb them. Also practise editing the
sound you record the best method these days is to do it
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Don't Forget !
January
4
15
30

February
2
21

- Oil Conservation
Week
- Oil conservation
Fortnignt
- National Cleanliness
Day

- World Wetlands Day
- National Science Day

March
2-4 - World Sustainable
days
21 - World Forestry day
22 - World Water Day
23 - World Meteorological
Day
April
8
22
31

- World Heritage Day
- World Earth Day
- No Tobacco Day

May
11
22
31

- International Migratory
Day
- International Day of
Biological Diversity
- World No Tobacco
Day

June
5
8
17

- World Environment
Day
- World Ocean Day
- World Day combat
Desertification & Drought

July
1-7 - Van Mahotsav
11 - World Population Day
August
6

- Hiroshima Day

September
16 - International Day for
Preservation of the Ozone
Layer
28 - Green Consumer Day
October
2-8 - Wild Life Week
3
- World Habitat Day
4
- World Animal welfare
Day
November
6
- International Day for
preventing the Exploitation
of the Environment in War
and Arm Conflict
25 - Conservation Day
December
2
- National Pollution Control
Day
3
- Bhopal Gas Tragedy
11 - International Day of
Mountains
14 - National Energy
Conservation Day
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