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ince the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
entered into force in 1994, the Conference of the Parties (COP) have been meeting
annually to assess progress in dealing with climate change. The COP adopts decisions
and resolutions and the successive decisions taken by the COP make up a detailed set of rules
for practical and effective implementation of the Convention. The COP also serves as the
meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP) which adopts decisions and resolutions
on the implementation of its provisions.
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The United Nations Conference on Climate Change held at Durban from November 28 December 09, 2011, delivered a breakthrough on the international community’s response to
climate change. During the summit the world agreed to a new global climate change regime
that will come into force starting 2020. The principle of equity found its place as life was
resuscitated back into Kyoto Protocol, which will continue to be in force beyond 2012.
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Research Paper
Look Forward in Anger?
Climate Change Communication and Young People in India and the UK
Tomar Alka* and Dr Hibberd Matthew#

Introduction
2007 Synthesis Report of Inter Governmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) argues that “warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as
is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and
ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising
global average sea level.”
In June 2008, the former UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair, argued: “The world
has woken up to climate change. Now it needs to know what to do”.
This calls for an effective communication, public outreach, and education
as a way to increase support is perhaps nowhere more pressing than in
the context of climate change. The growing scientific consensus on the
reality and causes of climate change, as well as scientists’ increasingly
urgent message that climate change is underway, and at the current
rate of greenhouse gas emissions, will lead to significant and increasingly
severe impacts, call for concerted response. Creating a Climate for
Change explores how communications efforts can be fortified to make
them better serve community’s capability to respond to a challenge
requiring policy and individual action.
Hence the Article 6 of the UNFCCC clearly addresses the importance
of climate change communication to the general public and of engaging
stakeholders in the issue. It further highlights the responsibility of the
participating countries to develop and implement educational and public
awareness programs on climate change and its effects, to ensure public
access to information, and to promote public participation in addressing
the issue (UNFCCC, 2008).
This paper is based on the empirical qualitative study on Indian and
UK youth’s attitude and behaviour and climate change communication.
With the age group of age 16-24, the study period was 2009 -2011 with
support of UK and India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI),
British Council. The study was conducted in four Indian states (Delhi,
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh) and two UK counties, as
well as on how promotional campaigns respond to these attitudes and
concerns.

Ms Jayanthi Natarajan, Minister of Environment and Forests, Government
of India in her speech in High Level Segment of 17th Conference of
Parties (Cop 17), Durban, December 7, 2011 stated:
India is a large country but with a very small carbon footprint. Our per
capita emission is only 1.7 tonnes per annum. Our modeling studies show
that, even in 2030, with a growth rate of 8-9 per cent per annum, our
per capita emissions will not exceed 3.7 tonnes. India’s Prime Minister
has already stated that we will follow a growth path that will help us
remain sustainable and not emulate the fossil fuel-intensive growth path
followed by developed countries in the past.
While climate change is significantly transforming social, economic as well
as ecological processes what is needed at this point of time is to persuade
the people to change their lifestyles and promote more sustainable living.
Will any specific campaign or media messaging going to have lasting
impact?
The study and its results are much more relevant in these contexts and
explored these questions further.

There are a number of barriers for promoting lifestyle changes and
assessing their impact on audience behaviour. Perhaps the biggest
challenge in designing and implementing promotional campaigns
encouraging eco-friendly lifestyles is audience diversity. This is especially
so in developing countries, like India, where socio-economic levels
and lifestyles across society vary so widely. The study also focussed on
the fact that India is diverse country and as per the Census of India,
“the population under 34 years is around 41% and approx. 8.7 % of
youth population is between the age group of 20-24 years”.
“Youth are asked what they think on crucial issues that affect their
future-like climate change-but their recommendations and ideas
are filed away in a government back room instead of being raised in
parliament and acted upon,” Keenan, a Indian Youth Climate Change
Network (IYCN) representative argued. (http://www.worldwatch.
org/node/6214)

Team Leader, CMS Environment, New Delhi, India

*

#

Acting Head, Communication, Culture and Media Division, University of Stirling, UK
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The Study Aim and Objectives
Drawing on range of climate change communication issues and campaigns
the study had two objectives:
• to evaluate the climate change messages effectiveness and
challenges (correct knowledge, relevance, suitability, mobilisation,
motivation, challenges and sustainability) in the climate change
communication campaigns.

•

to which degree and extent climate change campaigns messages
provide information which is relevant to urban and rural young
people (keeping language, literacy, gender, age, socio-economic
levels, gender and lifestyles) and play a positive role in mobilising
youth for adopting a sustainable life style.

Table: The Study Research Questions

AIM: To evaluate the effectiveness of climate change messages in promotional campaigns and the media
Objective

Area of Research

Correct Knowledge

Research question

Do you understand climate change?
Is climate change topic of your interest?
What is the primary source for your knowledge regarding climate change?

Representation and degree
to which promotional
campaigns and other
media messages provide
information relevant to
young people.

What are the issues related to climate change?
How global warming is related to human activities?
Is climate change related to India?
How is Indian media covering climate change?
Can you contribute something towards mitigating effects of climate change?
Relevance
Suitable

Can you recall any promotional campaign, media message related to climate change?
Did you like the content of the campaign/ message?
Do you feel the campaign/message was a succe ss/failure in understanding the climate change?
In your opinion, was campaign/message able to address the issues related to climate change?

Extent to which promotion
campaigns and media
messages play a positive
role in mobilising youth for a
sustainable life style.

Mobilisation

Does the campaign/media message represent the youth?

Motivation

Is the campaign/media message able to engage the youth?

Challenges

What are the challenges in engaging the youth?

Sustainability

Difference between rural and urban youth audiences
Challenges in engaging rural and urban youth?
Evaluation strategies to gauge the success or failure of the promotional campaigns
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Approach and Methodology
1.

Our main methodological tool was in depth interviews and focus
group meetings with young people. We examined how promotional
campaigns and media messages are evaluated as successes or failure
by young people. We undertook to complete focus group meetings
with members of the public in the UK and India to ascertain their
opinions to the promotional campaigns under study and issues
relating to climate change.

2.

We also asked young people questions about their knowledge or
understanding of climate change and also what might make them
change their lifestyles. In conducting focus groups we endeavoured
to cover a broad spectrum of socio-economic groups.

3.

We also selected three case studies of promotional campaigns in the
UK and India (six in total), speaking to communication professionals
and participants associated with those campaigns to examine their
aims, activities and effectiveness.

4.

The research targeted both urban and poorer rural youth groups
(in India’s case, some 70% of the population still live in rural areas).
Such research allowed us to examine important issues related to
resources, technologies or tradeoffs with livelihood issues that
may prevent young people from adapting their lifestyles, issues
concerning the political-economic interests that may shape how
corporations and public bodies might shape their campaigns, as
well as broader tensions between economic growth, development
and environment and relations between government, media and
corporations.

5.

We also undertook interviews with environment correspondents
for national newspapers and TV in the UK and India as well as other
communication and climate campaign professionals and government
representatives.

6.

In India WWF India’s Earth Hour, Decentralised Energy,
Greenpeace and Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN)’s Climate
Ambassadors campaigns were included in the study. In UK
WWF’s Earth Hour, Guardian 10:10 and Stirling Councils, Scottish
Government Edible Border campaigns were studied.

Key Findings
1.

The authors noted an increasing number of climate change
campaigns being organised in 2011 to highlight public awareness to
key issues. It is encouraging that more of these campaigns appear to
seek behavioural change and grasp the need to change hearts and
minds. The British – and now global – 10:10 campaign, for instance,
provide a range of communication channels and other facilities
for individuals and organisations to reduce 10% of their carbon
emission in one year through small, gradual changes in the way they
live and operate in daily life.

2.

We found numerous examples of good practice in climate change
campaigning which sought to link activities to individual, community or
corporate operations, therefore involving local groups or employees.
Participants in India and the UK felt that climate change messages had
a better chance of being acted upon when they related to the lives
of ordinary people. Information is far from enough: people need the
momentum and practical facilities to change their lifestyles.

3.

In some instances, notably in India, there was a lack of sustained
effort in follow up work especially among rural populations. Holding

single-day activities, for example, did not help people in general
adopt measures promoting more sustainable lifestyles.
4.

There are also concerns among campaign groups and communication
professionals that evaluation data detailing the success or otherwise
of climate change campaigns is not robust enough and relies too
heavily on anecdotal or self assessment which is not then thoroughly
checked.

5.

Although there was general acceptance among youth in both India
and the UK that climate change was taking place and that one main
cause was human-related activity, there was uneven knowledge of
key events relating to climate change. For example, some of our focus
group members in the UK had not heard about the ClimateGate email
leaks or the UN Climate Change conference (COP) in Copenhagen
in December 2009. The one exception to this finding was youth in
rural India, where we uncovered very low levels of understanding
about climate change. In one instance, in Chhattarpur, up to 95%
of those questioned prior to a new climate change campaign did not
fully understand how climate change was changing their traditional
ways of life and farming practices. Seasonal changes were instead
linked to traditional forms of knowledge, i.e. religion and folklore.
Our research does point to evidence linking socio-economic levels
to climate change knowledge, although we would argue that a larger
project be undertaken to explore this point more fully.

6.

While participants in the UK understood key aspects of climate
change, there is a high degree of pessimism about current
international (in) action to tackle climate change. This is linked to
broader concerns about the state of the world economy, particularly
in the UK, and to perceived inability of leaders to tackle key social
issues. As one UK participant argued: “We are living in a society that
does not encourage much hope for the future, particularly young
people, with fewer jobs, less prospects and opportunities than there
used to be. This could contribute to a general lack of enthusiasm
about many things, including sustainability.” While we would argue
that talk about a ‘lost generation’ is too strong, failure to tackle
the climate change internationally is linked by young people to the
general unease about geo-political and economic relations.

7.

Focus groups identified key institutions that shared blames for
discouraging youth involvement in climate change issues and for the
general state of pessimism. Among these institutions were the mass
media, primarily commercial media that bypassed the subject. Some
participants in India and the UK were also highly critical of media
coverage around climate change issues. Media organisations were
often accused of not relating climate change issues to everyday lives.
As one UK participant argued: “In terms of media coverage, I find
that climate change issues are often dry and uninteresting, particularly
full length programmes on such topics. I also think there isn’t enough
focus on the impacts of climate change on individuals and there is
often too much science involved. More focus on the real impacts to
people may be more useful, and linking impacts such as loss of pay
from not getting to work through flooding to climate change itself are
often missing.”

8.

For their part, the interviewed journalists broadly defended climate
change coverage, pointing to the complexity of the issues being
discussed. Some argued that coverage had improved in recent years
and depended less on polarised discussions as in the past.
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9.

There was also evidence that key journalists understood the complex
science involved and cultivated good relations with the scientific
community. However, some pointed out that relations between
scientists and journalists had perhaps been too close and that the
ClimateGate saga had necessitated a revision of this relationship.

10. We found that only a minority of our focus group members in the
UK were actively involved in climate change campaigns. There was a
perception among focus groups that environmental causes did not play
any discernable effect on everyday lives. People felt detached from
nature. This argument chimes somewhat with Sir David Attenborough’s
recent argument that “we have a huge moral responsibility towards
the rest of the planet. A hundred years ago people certainly had that...
They were aware of the seasons and aware of what they were doing
to the land and animals around them... So over 50% is to some degree
out of touch with the natural world and don’t even see an animal from
one day to the next unless it’s a rat or a pigeon”
11. There was a widespread concern among some focus group members
that individual actions to adopt more sustainable lifestyles did little to
help the climate change cause. Focus groups believed that only greater
and more coordinated action from central and local government,
business and civic groups could generate society-wide action. There
was some evidence that focus groups in both countries would
welcome tougher central measures relating to climate change.
12. We uncovered major concerns among young people to the barriers
preventing effective measures tackling climate change. The main
barrier, as identified above, was the perceived lack of relevance to
everyday lives. Young people in our focus groups were concerned
more about future job prospects. These barriers included socioeconomic ones, linked to climate change being a low priority in
current economic and social climate; a sense of hopelessness
that no amount of individual actions could reverse centuries of
industrialisation and nation-state pollution; that climate change was
seen as being too abstract and futuristic.
13. Finally, there is a strong perception among some young people
that they will inherit a deteriorating environmental situation from
older generations. Many argued that the young generation will be
required to pay a greater price for profligacy of earlier generations.
This sense of disempowerment is, to the authors, a potentially
dangerous trend that undermines the peaceful and democratic
fabric on which countries have developed in the past 60 years.

Recommendations
Based on the above findings, we recommend;

1.
2.
3.

4.

that national climate campaigns remain a top priority for
governments
that campaigns speak to the reality of ordinary people and interweave
awareness and actions into their everyday life
that further research into behavioural change is undertaken that
covers the following key issues:
• national guidelines or recommendations on evaluative schemes
designed and adopted so that campaigns can be more effectively
assessed and compared.
• follow up initiatives form a larger part of all climate change
campaigns.
that the scientific and socio-economic study of climate change should
form a more prominent place in the national educational curricula.
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CMS Envis Exclusive Study
CoveraageofCOP17//CMP(Durban))inMajorDailies

Media coverage is believed to be critical for an issue to come into the
spotlight of the public or garner attention in policy debates, forums etc.
because the mass media is considered to be the best possible platform
for diverse social groups, organizations, elites and individuals alike to
propagate their views or ideas. It is this mass medium of communication,
which is repeatedly, cited as the most notable reason behind the increased
awareness/lack of knowledge of the masses about a distinct or an isolated
problem.
In this 21 century when the society is driven by knowledge than
anything else, the press acts as a catalyst to progress, distributor of
information and a propagator of change. And like any other issue,
the press is vital for bringing the environmental concerns to the
heart of deliberations and arguments through its power of influence
on policy makers and people. Indian print media in particular
has become quite sensitive to the ecological problems and has
commendably been giving time and space to environmental concerns
in addition to events of special significance like the Conference of
Parties (COP’s) which are reported with increased focus and with a
sense of responsibility
st

Coverage of COP 17/ CMP 7 IN MAJOR DAILIES
Reporting on the Durban Climate Change Conference in news dailies
during the one month period (November 21 - December 20) was
quite impressive as in all 196 news stories appeared in the newspapers.
Further, a comparison of English and the Hindi newspapers found out
that the English newspapers were far more active in covering the COP
17 than their national language counterparts. Analytical special articles
written by Sunita Narain, Praful Bidwai, Sharad Joshi etc provided
the critical assessment of the Conference. In addition the day to day
reporting by the journalists from Durban meant that Indians could
remain updated on the events taking place at the Summit. Therefore,
this analysis looks at all these angles in the Indian newspaper coverage
of the COP 17.
Three Different Periods: Coverage of COP 17/ CMP 7
The data collected was divided in three different segments, i.e., preconference coverage, coverage during the conference and post conference
coverage. It was observed that the newspapers gave less importance to
the conference before it commenced at Durban as the number of stories
appearing during that period was just 23. However, once the event
started the dailies were flooded with stories of the deliberations of the
conference - to be precise there were 102 news items on it. After the
summit got over the newspapers went in for the review and the analysis
of the conference and it was found that there were 71 news items related
to it within a span of 11 days (December 10-20).

Duringth
heConferencee
28NovͲͲ 9Dec2011

23

AftertheeConference
10DecͲ 20Dec2011

10
02
71

Beforeth
heConferencee
21NovͲͲ 27Nove2011
1

No. of news items



Fig: 3 Coverage of COP 17/ CMP 7 in major dailies (Nov 21 – Dec 20, 2011)

How the leading newspapers covered the cop 17?
The Economic Times emerged on top as it had 18 news stories on
the conference. The Times of India and the Business Standard were
second and third respectively with 17 and 16 stories respectively. The
Hindustan Times and the Financial Express were joint fourth with 14
stories each. The largest Hindi daily in the world Dainik Jagran was fifth
with 13 stories. The Dainik Bhaskar took the sixth place with 9 news
items and Jansatta was seventh with 8 articles. The Business Line and
The Statesman were joint eighth by publishing 7 stories each. In the
mainstream dailies The Indian Express and The Hindu had a dismal
record as both the newspapers had just 3 articles each. On the contrary,
the newest entrants in the Delhi newspaper market The Financial World
and the Deccan Herald performed much better with 5 and 4 stories
correspondingly.
As mentioned earlier due to very low coverage before the conference,
the maximum number of news stories done by any newspaper was 2
stories each by the Financial Express, Dainik Bhaskar, Jansatta and The
Times of India. As the conference began a steep rise in the number of
news items was seen. The Economic Times yet again topped the charts
with 11 stories, followed by The Hindustan Times with 10 stories. The
third and the fourth spot went to The Times of India and Dainik Jagran
with 9 and 7 stories respectively. A marginal dip was observed in the
number of news items after the conference concluded at Durban. The
Business Standard led the pack as it published 9 stories. The Economic
Times and The Times of India were second and third with 7 and 6 news
items correspondingly. The Dainik Jagran and the Financial Express
were joint fourth with 5 articles each. The fifth spot was shared by The
Hindustan Times and The Statesman with 4 news items each.
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(ii) Speculation over the success/ failure of the conference - 18 news items
(iii) Effects/ impact of climate change on agriculture, forests, rainfall etc
- 16 news items
(iv) Extension of Kyoto Protocol - 11 news items
Issuesfocused
dduringthecconference
(v) The economics
of climate
change - 4 news items

Table: Coverage of COP 17/ CMP 7 in Indian major dailies
No. of news items
Newspapers

(Nov 21 – Dec 20, 2011)

Economic Times

18

The Times of India

17

Business Standard

16

The Hindustan Times

14

Financial Express

14

Dainik Jagran

Fig 5: Major topics covered during the conference
ViewpointofIndiaaandother
membernations

4

11

Speeculationoverthesuccess/
failureoftheconfference
Effeects/Impactoffclimatechangge
onagriculture,forestsetc.

16
53

13

ExteensionofKyottoProtocol

Focus of the major Indian dailies

18

Theeeconomicsoffclimatechangge

Before the conference
No. NoofN
of news
items
Newsitems

It was observed that during the pre-conference coverage the issues which
took centre-stage in newspaper reports were:

Issuesh
highlighte
edafterth
heconfere
After the conference
Issuesfocused
dduringthec
conference ence

(i)

The debate over the problems caused by climate change/ possible
solutions - 14 news items
(ii) India’s new agreements with the neighbours on climate change - 4
news items
(iii) Spending by India on climate change - 4 news items
(iv) The economics of climate change - one news item

After the conference concluded the issues which became the press’s
35 priority were:
30
25
20
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11 reached - 31 news items. To be precise 22 stories
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ExteensionofKyottoProtocol
news items
20
(iii) Stalemate/ deadlock/ in the final
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18
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items
4
4
(iv) Effects/ impact of climate change on glaciers, Himalayas etc - 4 news
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The key issues covered during the conference in the news dailies were:

(i) Viewpoint of India and other member nations - 53 news items.
Out of these 53 news items, 21 news items featured India’s stand
including the position of the countries supporting India. The nations
sharing India’s opinion were emerging economies like Brazil, South
Africa, and China in addition to the developing countries like Pakistan,
Venezuela etc. The remaining 32 news items focused more on India’s
differences with the EU, the US, the least developed countries and
small island nations like Fiji, Bahamas and the Caribbean islands.
However, India’s differences with the EU got the maximum coverage
with 20 news items, 6 news items were on India’s disagreements
with the least developed countries and 3 news items each on India’s
disputes with the small island nations and the US.
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Overall five issues were more often reported in the stories of newspapers
during the period of the study.

(i) Viewpoint of India and other member nations. This issue found the
most prominence with the maximum 7 news items in The Times of
India (Headline: Small islands snub India, back EU’s vision on climate
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(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

talks), The Hindustan Times (Headline: India, China, US give cold
shoulder to EU’s plan on binding treaty) and The Economic Times
(Headline: India fights pressure from rich nations at climate talks)
had 6 stories each on the same issue. Among the Hindi Dailies
Dainik Jagran (Headline: Jalvayu karar par Bharat-EU mein tanatani)
published 5 articles on the topic.
The extension of the Kyoto Protocol
The review of the new deal
The speculation over the success/ failure of the talks
India’s role-deal breaker/ deal maker

English vs. Hindi Newspapers
A massive difference was recorded between the English and Hindi
dailies vis a vis the Durban conference. While the English dailies had 134
stories on the conference out of the total 196, the Hindi newspapers
didn’t even have half that number. With just 62 news items the national
language dailies fared poorly in comparison to their English language
counterparts.
Types of stories
In a total of 196 news items 129 were news stories with 86 bylines and
43 agency news. On the other hand, 15 stories were editorials, 39 were
columns/ special articles, 11 were features and two were interviews. Out
of the 86 bylines, 73 were in the English dailies and 13 of them featured
in the Hindi newspapers. Both Hindi and English dailies relied heavily on
news agencies like PTI, IANS etc for news stories on the conference.
There were 24 news stories from agencies in Hindi dailies in comparison
to English newspaper’s 19. On the editorial front too, English dailies
were far ahead with 12 editorials while Hindi dailies had just 3. The
English newspapers had 22 columns/ special articles, the Hindi dailies also
performed quite well with 17 special articles. In the features category
the English dailies had six and Hindi newspapers had five features. But
there were only two interviews and both of them were published by the
English dailies.
Fig 7: Styles of stories on COP 17/ CMP 7 (Nov 21 – Dec 20, 2011)
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with 68% coverage out of the total 196 stories. The Hindi dailies with
32% coverage proved that they were not that much interested in
bringing out stories on the summit. Moreover, despite the predictions
that the climate talks will fail to achieve its desired goals, the dailies did
a fair and unbiased reporting of the conference. Surprisingly, it neither
towed the official stance taken by the government and neither had it
gone against the regime.
COP 17/ CMP 7 IN TELEVISION NEWS MEDIA
In the Indian context, although environmental issues are yet to occupy
a central role in media discourse, discussions on environment in TV
news have neither been absent or negligible. However in recent times,
there has been an observed shift in terms of the number of stories and
trend of issues taken up by the News Channels. Though CMS ENVIS
Centre publishes various reports on environmental issues, this report has
analysed the trends in the News Channels on the just concluded Durban
Climate Change Conference. The study through the use of the content
analysis methodology tries to find out how the prominent news channels
covered COP 17. Additionally, it puts into perspective why and how the
coverage of the Durban Summit was relatively low compared to COP
15 held at Copenhagen in 2009. This report will be a useful resource to
climate change experts, environmentalists, researchers, communication
and media professionals, and can be used to find out what could be done
to improve the media coverage of upcoming COPs and how the media
can be more proactively involved to disseminate information about such
historical events.
Methodology
Over the years CMS Media Lab has acted as a source for the CMS ENVIS
Centre because it has undertaken significant experimentation to develop
a robust and rigorous methodology as given below. The content analysis
broadly covers qualitative and quantitative aspects.
Prime time band: The prime time programming is the industry
benchmark in News television for all significant events and issues that are
prominently covered on a particular day.
Six mainstream news channels: DD News, Aaj Tak, NDTV 24X7,
Star News, Zee News and CNN-IBN.
Recording: The recorded tapes were then previewed and the news
stories listed under various classifications and categories to generate
quantitative data.
Logging: The news content on the above mentioned channels were
listed and documented in the log sheets.
Coding: The stories were classified and separately coded (e.g. politics,
business, sports, environmental news etc.).
Environment related stories: The theme specific stories were
separately reviewed and analysed.
Time frame: The timeline taken for this particular study was 21
November to 17 December, 2011.

Conclusion
In finality, we can say that the coverage of COP 17 in major dailies of the
country was far better than the news channels. In fact, the number of
analytical articles, editorials and features published in the newspapers on
the Durban Conference were the highlights of the print media coverage.
Therefore, as per the figures above it can be concluded that the English
dailies had the larger share of the coverage of the Durban Conference,

Analysis of television news coverage
After monitoring these news channels for four weeks, it was observed
that the total number of stories on COP 17 broadcasted by these
channels were 28. DD News was the only channel to broadcast special
programmes as it managed to put out two specialised programmes on
the Conference.
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Out of
stories,
DD News had 18 stories, the maximum done
3%
by a broadcaster. On the other hand CNN IBN, Aaj Tak, NDTV 24x7 had
2, 3 and 4 stories respectively while Zee News had time to telecast
AajTakk only
a single story on the conference. On the other hand, Star News
waswsthe
DDNew
only channel not to cover the event at all (refer fig 1).
StarNeews
ZeeNews
N
CNNIB
Fig 1: Coverage of COP 17 in different news channels
(Nov
92%
NDTV2
24x7
21 – Dec 17, 2011)

Source: CM
MS Media Lab

ote: Fiigures are % of News Tiime devoted
d on climate change during Prime Time.

Time devoted by news channels

On the whole the prime time coverage of the Durban Conference by the
six news channels was just 99 minutes. DD news once again was on top
among all the news channels as it provided 91.05 minutes of prime time
coverage. Additionally the public broadcaster had also telecast 2 special
programmes with a time span of 49 minutes and 55 seconds. DD News
was followed by NDTV 24x7 with 3.42 minutes, while both CNN-IBN and
Zee News offered just 2 minutes each. The least time given by a channel
was a dismal 0.5 minutes by Aaj Tak. Refer figure 2 below for details:
Fig 2: Time
e devoted by
y news chan
nnels on CO
17 (Nov 21
2 – Dec 17
2011)
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by news
channels
onOP
COP
17 (Nov
21 – 7,
Dec
17, 2011)

3.42

NDTV 24x7

News Channels

0

Star News

91..05

DD News

0.5

Aa
aj Tak

0

20
0

40
Time
e in minute
es

60

80

100
0

Source
e: CMS Media
a Lab

Comparative analysis of television news media coverage of COP
17 (Durban) and COP 15 (Copenhagen)
As the CMS ENVIS Centre had also analysed the TV news media
coverage of COP 15 held at Copenhagen in 2009, a comparison between
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A sharp decline in the time spent on stories was also observed during the
Durban Summit. The total time provided to the conference came down
heavily from 947.8 (for COP 15) minutes to a measly 99 minutes (for COP
17). This was a stark contrast from 2009 as the Copenhagen Conference
commanded an air time of 331 minutes from NDTV 24X7 alone. While
DD News provided just 91.05 minutes of airtime to COP 17, the same
channel was ranked number two during COP 15 with 222.4 minutes.
Further, Zee News gave about 162 minutes for stories on the Copenhagen
Summit and CNN-IBN spent about 118.9 minutes on the same.

As per the data above, it can be concluded that DD news had the
maximum coverage of the Durban Climate Change Conference, with
92% coverage out of the total time given by all the six channels. It was
followed by NDTV 24x7 which had 3% coverage. CNN IBN and Zee
News were at par with 2% coverage each. Aaj Tak only had 1% coverage
whereas Star News had no coverage at all.

2

Zee News

DD News with 18 stories was the number one news channel with regard
to the coverage of the Durban Conference. But, the same broadcaster
was ranked number two in 2009 with 48 stories after NDTV 24X7 which
topped the table with 50 stories. Surprisingly, Star News which didn’t
have a single story on the Durban Conference had 23 stories during the
Copenhagen Summit. In fact, all the news channels had performed fairly
well two years ago. CNN-IBN was third with 39 stories followed by Zee
news with 35 stories and despite being last on the list Aaj Tak had an
impressive tally of 18 stories on COP 15.

Conclusion

2

CNN
N IBN

the two COPs was made. The total number of stories done by News
Channels was just 28 during the Durban conference. In contrast, the
same six news channels had done a staggering 213 stories on the earlier
conference. Moreover, there were only two special programmes on
COP 17 the number of special programmes was 23 during COP 15.

Hence, with the above analysis it seems like the Indian news channels
gave less importance to the Durban Conference as compared to the
Copenhagen Summit. This could be attributed to various factors.
The corruption campaign led by Anna Hazare and the subsequent
deadlock in the parliament about the status of the Lokpal bill can
be cited as one of the reasons for this. Moreover, the outcome of
the conference was widely known prior to the Summit and it was
broadly speculated that nothing constructive would come out of the
talks. Additionally, during the Copenhagen Conference the role of
the US was highly controversial, but this time there weren’t any such
controversies.
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Kyoto and after

Special Article
Commerce of climate change
Saurabh Kumar

Anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions have had a significant impact on the
climate, particularly in recent times, with the
global-average surface temperature rising by
approximately 0.8°C above its level in 1750.
Studies have revealed that the warming of the
planet is closely linked with the build-up in the
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide
(CO{-2}), methane (CH4), and some other
greenhouse gases (GHG).
Scientific evidence is growing that business as
usual would result in global mean temperatures
rising by almost 4°C by 2050. According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), scientific evidence is compelling on the
linkage between GHG emissions and climate
change.
The Copenhagen Accord, as well as the
Cancun Agreement, seek to limit the rise to
2°C by 2050, by limiting future emissions. The
causal relationship between GHG emissions
and economic development has given rise to
legitimate concerns by developing countries,
regarding the nature of equitable burden
sharing, financing for low carbon growth, and
meaningful emission-reduction targets for
developed countries.

Climate change came to the fore of the
international agenda for global negotiations in
early 1990, after the release of the first IPCC
report and an overarching United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) was agreed to in 1994.
The cornerstone of the convention is the principle
of ‘Common But Differentiated Responsibilities’
(CBDR). The developed countries, which are
responsible for most of the GHG emissions,
were expected to reduce emissions in absolute
terms, along with supporting financially and
technically the developing countries in such a
manner that the impact on climate is minimised.
The Kyoto Protocol, adopted by all countries
in 1997 (except the US and Australia) was the
first legal instrument that enshrined the CDBR
principle, and committed a modest 5.2 per cent
absolute reduction by developed countries, below
1990 levels, during the period 2008-2012.
The Kyoto Protocol evolved two financial
mechanisms to enable the transition for
developing countries — the first being the
Global Environmental Facility (GEF) that
provides financing for non-investment activities
like capacity building, training, etc, and a marketbased offset mechanism to stimulate use of
clean technologies in developing countries.

countries for meeting the legally-binding
emission reduction, mandated by the Kyoto
Protocol, for entities in developed countries.
This enables climate-friendly technology
investments in developing countries, which
otherwise wouldn’t have happened, as Certified
Emission Reductions (CERs) provide funding
for the additional investments needed for such
technologies. For a developing country like
India, the use of CERs assures climate-friendly
technology at affordable prices.
The fact that the income from CERs is
determined and realised outside India, throws
up certain taxation questions that are still
unanswered. The legal status of CERs is still
open to interpretation. Such uncertainties
could indeed have a bearing on the investments
themselves that are linked to CERs.
Some experts have indicated that CER is a
commodity, as it fulfils all the legal attributes. This
view is further strengthened by the fact that MCX
allowed CER to be traded sometime ago. The
author differs entirely from this point of view.
While CER may seem to have the attributes
of utility, capability of storage and transfer
that are similar to that of a good, the fact that
its accrual and value isn’t entirely related to
project activities in India makes it different.
Investment in low-emission projects, or

There has been a significant increase in the
incidence and severity of floods, droughts,
heat waves, wildfires, and snow storms. Last
winter’s record snow in the US and Europe, and
the recent floods in Thailand are just a couple
of examples of how climate abnormalities are
becoming a regular feature.


It is predicted that changes in the average
temperature of this magnitude are likely to
be associated with large and, perhaps, abrupt
changes in climatic patterns that, far more than
higher temperatures alone, will adversely impact
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, the availability of
fresh water, the geography of disease, and the
liveability of human settlements.

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), along
with some other similar market-based instruments,
has created a market for emission reductions and
trading, which is also known as the carbon market.
Cdm and Taxation Issues
The global carbon market allows buying offsets
of GHG emission reductions in non-obligated

Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF)
approval, or even validation in India, doesn’t
guarantee the issuance of CER.
The critical decision-making happens in
UNFCCC, making CERs contingent upon actions
that aren’t necessarily the logical outcome of any
project. Regular issuance of CERs, too, requires
fresh due diligence by UNFCCC. Ex-ante
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registration of the project doesn’t necessarily
guarantee issuance of expected levels of CERs
during the life of the project.
Further, India, like all developing countries, isn’t
obligated to absolute emission reductions under
the Kyoto Protocol, doesn’t provide any buyer for
CER. Therefore, CERs don’t possess the attributes
of utility or storage, because their existence as
well as valuation is contingent on actions that are
beyond the control of the project, in terms of
taxation as well, occurring outside India.
The causal relationship between business
activity and CER issuance, as well as its value, is
contingent on actions outside India. Therefore,
CERs are intangible rights that accrue outside
India, but are related to activities in India, and
cannot be clubbed with the normal business
income of the project.
The uncertainty regarding the nature of income
from CER, and its relationship with normal business
income could have a far-reaching consequence
on investments that it is seeking to promote.
Carbon Credit Figures
For projects in India, the expected number
of CERs is around 60 million every year (see
pie chart). Taking a conservative cycle of a
project to be five years, the total CERs that
are expected to be generated from projects in
India are likely to be 300 million.
At the prevailing rate of $10 per CER, the total
value is estimated to be $3 billion in five years.
Further, as targets for developed countries are
enhanced, as is likely in the ongoing climate
negotiations which are suggesting mediumterm targets of 20 per cent by 2020, the CER
market is likely to increase to at least four
times the present level.
There is a need to address the issue under the
Income Tax Act, 1961, or the Direct Taxes
Code. In the case of income under the Montreal
Protocol regarding CFCs, the Income Tax Act,
1961, provides for a specific exemption under
Section 11.The provision has, along with some
other measures, led to a complete phase-out
of CFC in January 1, 2010.
Saurabh Kumar is Programme Officer, Ozone
Action Programme, United Nations Environment
Programme, Bangkok.
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com
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Viewpoint
The charge of the rich nations’
brigade
Sunita Narian

Climate change is about the divide between
the rich and the poor. This we know. But what
is often not so clear is that it is also about a
divide between the media of the rich world
and that of the poor.
At Durban, the international media is hellbent on targeting the BASIC countries - Brazil,
South Africa, India and China. They are not
only cornering them. Their reportage drives a
wedge between them. So, each day, a country is
picketed. Right now, the whipping boy of the day
is India. The second week of climate negotiations
opened with the British media flashing a news
break: the Europeans had fashioned a draft
agreement, but just one country- renegade India
- was blocking it. In fact, there was no such draft.
So India couldn’t have blocked the agreement.
The very next day, the western media headlined
China, praised it for agreeing to take on legally
binding commitments to cut emissions. China,
it now seemed, had laid its cards on the table. It
had broken ranks with India.
But what really happened? China merely
reiterated the positions of the BASIC
countries, including India. One, there was a
need to urgently discuss levels of ambition to
cut emissions; two, there was a need to review
whether such actions were adequate; three,
the review needed to be guided by science,
so that the emission gap could be pinpointed.
Further, the world needed to discuss what
more was required, including a legally binding
agreement. But most importantly, China
reiterated, the world needed to discuss the
content of the agreement and how it would
ensure the right to development of the poorer
countries. Carbon space had to be shared
equitably between nations of the world.
This is exactly what India has been saying. But
it is not in the interest of the western world
(and its media) to listen. Durban, once again, is
the conversation of the deaf.
Indeed, after Jayanthi Natarajan arrived here,
she had to repeat these demands all over
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again, urging the developed world to hear,
and not just listen. The game in Durban is
now clear. As I write, there are just couple of
hours to go and the game is to flog the same
dead donkey to death, all over again. Build a
frenzy of blame against the developing world,
goes the game, for it is now growing and needs
space to increase emissions. Hide the inaction
of the industrialized world, the game goes
on, by shifting goalposts and confusing lack of
ambition and implementation with a new idea
of doing more, that has no content.
Such is the charge of the rich brigade. But, the
world is losing valuable time to combat climate
change. Just consider. The EU’s insistence that
India and China must accept a legally binding
deal has meant that, at Durban, countries
are just not able to discuss what ought to
be done, now, to cut emissions. Just what
is the gap between what is being targeted
and what the world needs to do to avoid
catastrophic impacts? It is now well-known
China, India, Brazil and South Africa and other
large developing countries are actually doing
more to cut emissions than the already rich
nations - the ones that, in the climate treaty,
are legally enjoined to move on emissions cuts
first. Thus, the burden of cutting emissions has
conveniently shifted, from them to us.
The US’ ambition is so pathetic that it should
be booted out of the talks. But nobody’s talking
about, or reporting on, this. The result at
Durban will be that EU would have pushed the
world to a deadline of action that begins 2020,
delayed for yet another decade. The world
is running out of time. It is time, the western
world and its media, got this message.
Sunita Narain is director general of the Centre
for Science and Environment (CSE). She is also
the director of the Society for Environmental
Communications and publisher of the fortnightly
magazine, Down To Earth.
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com

Is the ice melting?
Kalyan Ray, DHNS

An international research centre in Kathmandu
has claimed that warming across the Hindu
Kush-Himalayan region is greater than the
global average of 0.74 degrees Celsius over
the past 100 years, though the change is not
evenly distributed.
In what may help climate researchers assess the
extent of damage in the ecologically fragile Hindu

Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region in the future, an
international research centre in Kathmandu
claims to have come out with the first baseline
data on HKH glaciers, snow cover mapping and
the detailed impact of climate change exposing
the vulnerability of the region.
The region offers livelihood to 210 million people
and provides goods and services to the 1.3 billion
people living in river basins downstream who
benefit from food and energy. Rich in biodiversity,
it is home to some 25,000 plant and animal species
and contains a larger diversity of forest types than
the Amazon. In spite of this abundance of natural
resources in the region, poverty is rife.
A report by the International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD),
Kathmandu on climate change shows that the
impact of global warming has been greater at
higher altitudes and more pronounced during
the cooler months than in the warmer months.
This imbalance narrows the seasonal variation
in temperature, potentially favouring some
plant species over others, and already making
an impact on agriculture.
Warming across the region is greater than the
global average of 0.74 degrees Celsius over the
past 100 years. But the change is not evenly
distributed. It is most pronounced in higher
altitude areas like the central Himalayas and
the Tibetan plateau. In Lhasa, for example,
temperatures increased by 1.35°C between
1950 and 1980.
Change in land use systems
Two major land use systems in the region are
changing. In mountain forests, tree lines and
species are shifting to higher elevations, and
species already living at the highest elevations
may have nowhere to go. Meanwhile, vast
grasslands of the Tibetan plateau are being
steadily degraded.
Increases in glacial melting are projected to limit
natural water storage provided by expanses of
snow and ice and to heighten the risk of glacial
lake outburst floods. Mass losses from glaciers
and accelerating reductions in snow cover are
expected to ultimately reduce water supplies
and hydropower potential.
Changes in the seasonality of flows in river
basins supplied by melt water from snow and
ice are also predicted. Droughts will likely affect

greater areas and with dry spells, there will be
need for greater reliance on irrigation, even as
water sources become more restricted. The
risk of flooding is also increasing with increased
variability of climate.
Agriculture is very sensitive to climate change,
which can affect temperature, precipitation,
length of growing season, the timing of
climate events relative to crop development,
and changes in atmospheric carbon dioxide
concentration. However, the report notes the
difficulty of projecting the impact of climate
change on agriculture, as it occurs along with
many other drivers.
The Centre also tallied the number of glaciers
in the region (more than 54,000) and measured
the area covered (60,000 km) using a common
methodology. Of these 54,000 glaciers, only
ten have been studied regularly to determine
the net loss or gain of ice and snow, called mass
balance. These studies show a loss of mass
balance, with the rate of loss roughly doubling
between 1980 and 2000 and 1996 and 2005.
In the Everest area, the data shows a marked
acceleration in the loss of glacial mass between
2002 and 2005. Glaciers appear to be shrinking in
both the central and eastern Himalayas. Countryspecific studies have found that the depletion
of glacial area over the past 30 years was 22
per cent in Bhutan and 21 per cent in Nepal.
The clean glaciers of the Tibetan plateau are
retreating at a faster rate than the glaciers of the
rugged central Himalayas, which have higher
debris cover; debris creates an insulating effect,
slowing melting. This, however, is contrary
to an Indian government backed report that
also takes into account ground-based surveys
undertaken by the Geological Survey of India
over the years. The report authored by retired
GSI geologist V K Raina concluded that it was
premature to make a statement that glaciers
in the Himalayas are retreating abnormally
because of global warming.
Not much data on glaciers
The HKH region, home to 30 per cent of the
world’s glaciers, has been called the ‘Third
Pole’. The region encompasses more than four
million sq km of hills and mountains in eight
countries – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan.
The melt water from snow and ice feeds

ten large river systems: the Amu Darya,
Brahmaputra, Ganges, Indus, Irrawaddy,
Mekong, Salween, Tarim, Yangtze and
Yellow Rivers. The river basins cover an
area of about nine million sq km of which
2.8 million sq km lie within the Hindu KushHimalayan region. The inventory identifies
54,000 glaciers.
But there is scant data on these glaciers. “Until
now, there has been complete uncertainty
on the numbers and area of glaciers and
the present status of their environmental
conditions in the region. This research gives us
a baseline from which to measure the potential
impact of climate change in the region,” said
Basanta Shrestha from ICIMOD.
A total of 28,500 glaciers with a glaciated area
of 32,000 sq km were analysed, out of which
9.7 per cent of the total glacier area was debris
covered with higher values of 12.6 per cent
and 9.3 per cent in the Ganges and Indus basins
respectively. The debris-covered glaciers are
mostly valley glaciers with a thick debris cover
on the glacier tongue. They had an average
slope of around 12 degrees whereas clean
ice glaciers were much steeper with average
slopes of around 25 degrees.
There are variations in glacier elevation range
with the lowest glacier terminus at 2,409
metres above sea level in the Indus basin and
the highest at 8,806 meters above sea level in
the Koshi basin.
Overall, the largest glaciated area concentration
in the HKH was found at altitudes of 5,0006,000 mt. The study also provides detailed
hypsometric curves – measurement of land
elevation compared against sea level which
show how sensitive glaciers are to the changes
in temperature – at the sub-basin level for all
major river basins outside China.
A third ICIMOD report on snow-cover mapping
and monitoring shows an indication of an overall
decrease in snow cover over the decade in the
central HKH region and a slight increase in the
western and eastern parts of the region.
As the region’s glaciers and snow breathe
life into the monsoon system and feed the
headwaters of 10 major river systems that
stretch across eight Asian countries, the study
would help future researchers to estimate
regional water availability.
http://www.deccanherald.com

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE on Environment and Media

13Green
Voice

Interview

‘It’s important to know
attractiveness of action with
respect to cost of inaction’
Kirtika Suneja

With the stage set for the climate talks in
Durban, which would decide the future of
the Kyoto Protocol, there is no dearth of
apprehensions about the negotiations between
different parties at the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
However, RK Pachauri, director general of
The Energy and Resources Institute (Teri) tells
FE’s Kirtika Suneja that more than politics, it is
the science of climate change that should drive
these negotiations. Edited excerpts:
With the talks being the deciding factor
of the fate of the Protocol, how do you
expect the negotiations to shape up?
It is very difficult to make any prediction because
no one knows what way the negotiations will
go or how the Conference of Parties (CoP)
is structured . However, because there is
adequate flow of information and scientific
knowledge on climate change, I would expect
it to be shared by the delegates for a long-term
solution, else we will only have a short-term
political decision.
There are apprehensions regarding the
positions of various countries, especially India,
which is being viewed as a blocker...

The apprehensions are because of the different
positions of different countries and lack of
understanding and mutuality. Therefore, it is
important to know the attractiveness of action
with respect to the cost of inaction. We must
realise that the cost of action is very low. As
for India’s position, it could very well be a
negotiating tactic. The inflexible stance could
be because many issues can’t be resolved
overnight. Look at the global issues like WTO
talks. These are complex undertakings as it is
very difficult to get a convergence of views.

What progress do you expect at the talks
with none of the heads of state present
there this time?

Is India’s position a cause for worry?

Everyone has their sights trained on G77 plus
China but there are differences inside the
group also and US’ position is still not clear...

I’m not worried about the inflexible stance
because all the countries are negotiating
on the basis of common but differentiated
responsibility and India has as much at stake.
Second, we have to keep domestic situation
in mind as 400 million people in the country
are without electricity. This is clearly an
opportunity and that is outlined in the National
Action Plan for Climate Change (NAPCC).
We have a good action plan and only need to
implement it. All this domestic action will be
showcased during the talks.

There were no heads of state even at the CoP
13 in Bali but we had a major statement — Bali
Action Plan — from those talks. These are
international negotiations and is important for
everyone to understand the scientific realities
of climate change. The mere presence of
heads has nothing to do with the outcome of
the talks.

There is a difference between the levels of
development in India and China. So, we can’t
be uniform in a single posture. As for the US, it
is hard to say where they are headed. Europe,
on the other hand, has not changed its stance
since 2009.
Financial express, Friday, 2nd December 2011
http://www.financialexpress.com

Know your environment
Q1.

What amount of Co2 is inhaled by
an average tree in a year?
1. 8 kg
2. 10 kg
3. 12 kg
4. 14 kg

Q4

Which is the largest forest state in
India?
1. U.P.
2. M.P.
3. Uttarakhand
4. Kerela

Q2

What percentage of oxygen is
produced by rain forests alone?
1. 40$%
2. 50%
3. 60%
4. 70%

Q5

Which production unit is the
largest industrial consumer
of energy, water and forest
resources?
1. Timber production
2. Pulp and paper production
3. Charcoal production
4. None of the above

Q3

Every ton of recycled office paper
saves what amount of oil?
1. 300 gallons
2. 370 gallons
3. 420 gallons
4. 480 gallons

Q6

Which production unit is the
largest industrial consumer
of energy, water and forest
resources?
1. 1%-1.5%
2. 2%
3. 2.5%-3%
4. 3.5%
ANSWERS

Q1. 12 kg, Q2. 40%, Q3 370 gallons, Q4 M.P, Q5 pulp and paper production, Q6 1%-1.5%
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Column
ANOTHER ASIAN WAKE UP CALL
STEPHEN S ROACH

For the second time in three years, global economic recovery is at risk. In
2008, it was all about the subprime crisis made in America. Today, it is the
sovereign-debt crisis made in Europe. The alarm bells should be ringing
loud and clear across Asia—an export-led region that cannot afford to
ignore repeated shocks to its two largest sources of external demand.
Indeed, both of these shocks will have long-lasting repercussions.
In the US, the American consumer (who still accounts for 71% of US
GDP) remains in the wrenching throes of a Japanese-like balance-sheet
recession. In the 15 quarters since the beginning of 2008, real consumer
spending has increased at an anaemic 0.4% average annual rate.
Never before has America, the world’s biggest consumer, been so weak for
so long. Until US households make greater progress in reducing excessive
debt loads and rebuilding personal savings—a process that could take many
more years if it continues at its recent snail-like pace—a balance-sheetconstrained US economy will remain hobbled by exceedingly slow growth.
A comparable outcome is likely in Europe. Even under the now seemingly
heroic assumption that the eurozone will survive, the outlook for the
European economy is bleak. The crisis-torn peripheral economies—
Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Italy and even Spain—are already in recession.
And economic growth is threatened in the once-solid core of Germany
and France, with leading indicators—especially sharply declining German
orders data—flashing ominous signs of incipient weakness.

Moreover, with fiscal austerity likely to restrain aggregate demand in the years
ahead, and with capital-short banks likely to curtail lending—a serious problem
for Europe’s bank-centric system of credit intermediation—a pan-European
recession seems inevitable. The European Commission recently slashed
its 2012 GDP growth forecast to 0.5%—teetering on the brink of outright
recession. The risks of further cuts to the official outlook are high and rising.
It is difficult to see how Asia can remain an oasis of prosperity in such a tough
global climate. Yet denial is deep, and momentum is seductive. After all, Asia
has been on such a roll in recent years that far too many believe that the
region can shrug off almost anything that the rest of the world dishes out.

If only it were that easy. If anything, Asia’s vulnerability to external
shocks has intensified. On the eve of the Great Recession of 200809, exports had soared to a record 44% of combined GDP for Asia’s
emerging markets—fully 10 percentage points higher than the export
share prevailing during Asia’s own crisis in 1997-98. So, while postcrisis Asia focused in the 2000’s on repairing the financial vulnerabilities
that had wreaked such havoc—namely, by amassing huge foreignexchange reserves, turning current-account deficits into surpluses, and
reducing its outsize exposure to short-term capital inflows—it failed to
rebalance its economy’s macro structure. In fact, Asia became more
reliant on exports and external demand for economic growth. As a
result, when the shock of 2008-09 hit, every economy in the region
either experienced a sharp slowdown or fell into outright recession.
A similar outcome cannot be ruled out in the months ahead. After
tumbling sharply in 2008-09, the export share of emerging Asia is back
up to its earlier high of around 44% of GDP—leaving the region just as
exposed to an external-demand shock today as it was heading into the
subprime crisis three years ago.
China—long the engine of the all-powerful Asian growth machine—
typifies Asia’s potential vulnerability to such shocks from the developed
economies. Indeed, Europe and the US, combined, accounted for fully
38% of total Chinese exports in 2010—easily its two largest foreign
markets. The recent data leave little doubt that Asia is now starting to
feel the impact of the latest global shock. As was the case three years
ago, China is leading the way, with annual export growth plummeting in
October 2011, to 16%, from 31% in October 2010—and likely to slow
further in coming months.
In Hong Kong, exports actually contracted by 3% in September—the first
year-on-year decline in 23 months. Similar trends are evident in sharply
decelerating exports in Korea and Taiwan. Even in India—long thought to
be among Asia’s most shock-resistant economies—annual export growth
plunged from 44% in August 2011 to just 11% in October.
As was true three years ago, many hope for an Asian “decoupling”—that
this high-flying region will be immune to global shocks. But, with GDP
growth now slowing across Asia, that hope appears to be wishful thinking.
The good news is that a powerful investment-led impetus should partly
offset declining export growth and allow Asia’s landing to be soft rather
than hard. All bets would be off, however, in the event of a eurozone
breakup and a full-blown European implosion.
This is Asia’s second wake-up call in three years, and this time the region
needs to take the warning seriously. With the US, and now Europe, facing
long roads to recovery, Asia’s emerging economies can no longer afford to
count on solid growth in external demand from the advanced countries to
sustain economic development. Unless they want to settle for slower growth,
lagging labour absorption, and heightened risk of social instability, they must
move aggressively to shift focus to the region’s own 3.5 billion consumers.
The need for a consumer-led Asian rebalancing has never been greater.
Stephen S. Roach was Chairman of Morgan Stanley Asia and the firm’s Chief
Economist, and currently is a senior fellow at Yale University’s Jackson Institute
of Global Affairs and a senior lecturer at Yale’s School of Management. His most
recent book is The Next Asia.
http://www.financialexpress.com
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Feature
Averting a climate disaster
Praful Bidwai

The talks held since the Earth Summit of
1992 under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
have been called “the most important
negotiations ever undertaken in the history
of humankind”. This is no exaggeration.
Catastrophic, irreversible climate change
represents the gravest threat today to human
civilisation.
With fast-rising emissions of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases (GHGs) which heat it
up, planet Earth is hurtling towards disaster,
with rapid melting of ice-caps and glaciers,
rising sea levels, rainfall pattern changes,
and frequent extreme weather events like
ferocious cyclones, epic floods and crippling
droughts.
The earth can cope with maximum global
warming of 1.5 to 2 degree Celsius (above
preindustrial levels). But rising GHG emissions
are set to drive temperatures to 3 to 4 degree
C, perhaps even 5 degree C. At 3 degree C
warming, many “tipping points” will be crossed,
such as near-disappearance of the Arctic
summer sea-ice, degradation of the Amazon
rainforest, and instability in the Indian summer
monsoon. Once this happens, remedial action
becomes ineffectual. At 4 degree C, warn
scientists, only one-tenth of the world’s people
will survive.
Climate science is unequivocal that the
opportunity to limit warming to safe levels
will close in this very decade. In fact, carbonintensive infrastructure, including power
stations, buildings and factories, planned over
the next five years will lock the world into a
high-emissions trajectory. If emissions don’t
plateau by 2020 and rapidly decline thereafter,
the 2 degree C target will slip out of reach.
Thus, negotiations to find a global solution
to the climate crisis by drastically reducing
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GHG emissions are urgent. Now, every
month counts. The longer deep emissions
cuts are delayed, the less manageable the
future burden. Logically, the solution must get
those most responsible for causing climate
change to shoulder most of the responsibility
of remedying it. Countries and corporations
must cut emissions commensurate with
their culpability, and their economic and
technological capacity for remedial action. This
reflects the UNFCCC principle of “common
but differentiated responsibilities” (CBDR).

by wide margins such as 30 percent. Many
rich countries will meet their targets by hiding
behind the former Eastern bloc countries, also
included under Annex 1, whose economies
and emissions contracted after the USSR’s
collapse. Yet others have shown compliance
with Kyoto by buying carbon credits. Carbon
trading, based on unsound physical premises
and economics, is a massive scandal, replete
with speculation, over-generous emissions
allowances, me-too efforts, misreporting, and
downright fictitious projects.

But thanks to the abysmal and unforgivable
failure of the world’s leadership, 16 rounds of
UNFCCC negotiations have failed to give full
effect to CBDR and deliver a fair, ambitious
and binding (FAB) deal, which stabilises the
climate.

Since the Copenhagen conference (2009), the
North has extracted higher emissions reduction
pledges from the South than its own. Its pledges
range from near-zero to 3.8 billion tonnes
(gigatonnes – Gt) of CO2-equivalent by 2020,
depending on the level of ambition expressed,
conditions stated, and leniency of accounting
rules. But the South’s pledges range from 3.6 to
5.2 Gt. At the higher end, the South pledges 37
percent deeper emissions cuts than the North.

Now, even the 17th round being held in
Durban, South Africa is unlikely to produce a
FAB deal. Nobody expects it to resolve the
many disputed issues, including who should
undertake emissions reductions besides the 40
developed countries called Annex 1, what the
reductions’ magnitude and legal form should
be, and who should finance the climate actions
of the South.

CBDR mandates that the North take
the lead in reducing emissions since it’s
responsible for three-fourths of accumulated
atmospheric GHGs. It should also financially
and technologically support the poorer
South’s climate actions. But the North has
delivered very little in emissions cuts or
money. The Annex 1 countries haven’t fully
met their obligations under the world’s sole
legally binding climate agreement, the Kyoto
Protocol, under which they were to reduce
their 1990-level emissions by only five percent
by 2008- 12.
The US never ratified Kyoto. Japan, Canada,
France, Spain, Australia, and the Netherlands
are likely to miss their Kyoto targets, some
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Not just China, India, Brazil, South Africa and
Indonesia, but even the smaller, poorer least
developed countries (LDCs) and Alliance of
Small Island States (AOSIS), have made more
generous commitments than the top six
Northern polluters. This perversely inverts
the CBDR principle and transfers the climate
stabilisation burden on to those who are least
responsible for climate change, but first to
suffer its effects.
Today’s climate talks inherit the toxic legacy
of the Copenhagen summit and last year’s
Cancun conference. The legacy’s worst part
is the transition from binding emissionscut targets, based on science and equity, to
arbitrary, unambitious, even paltry, voluntary
national pledges.
The shift was collusively engineered at
Copenhagen by the US and the newly formed
BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, China)
group in order to avoid taking on ambitious
obligations. Shamefully, India turned against its
own stated “red lines” and became a colluder.
The same approach prevailed at Cancun too.
This has put the world on course to a likely
climate catastrophe.
Thus, the developed countries alone aren’t to
be blamed for the climate crisis. The South’s
“emerging” economies, represented above all
by BASIC, must also share the blame, albeit in

of primetime telecast, followed by 25.44%
of film and entertainment stories (25.44%).
International affairs occupied 17.34% of
airtime, followed by crime stories (11%).
The share of Environment and Wildlife was an
insignificant 0.97% of the total coverage.

smaller measure. A distinction must be made
between BASIC and the rest of the South.

Today’s China is wholly different from the
China of 1992, when the UNFCCC was signed.
Its per capita emissions now almost equal
Western Europe’s and will reach US levels by
2035. India can’t continue to hide behind its
poor to refuse climate obligations indefinitely.
India’s emissions are rising not because the needs
of the poor are being met, but because the rich
are consuming emissions-intensive luxury goods
as never before. Even though BASIC cannot be
equated with the North, it will have to take on
more climate obligations in the future. Many
states, including the LDCs and AOSIS, expect
more from these emerging “giants”, in keeping
with their growing emissions and capacity for
climate actions. India will face tough choices
at Durban under a new environment minister
largely unfamiliar with the global negotiations,
and a prime minister who is staunchly pro-US
and favours a weak climate deal. India must
play a dual role: as a member of the G-77
developing-country bloc, and as a BASIC state,
while upholding climate equity.
A pivotal equity issue is how to make the
North vacate the excessive space it occupies
in the global atmospheric commons – at the
South’s expense. I argue in my just-released
book, The Politics of Climate Change and the
Global Crisis: Mortgaging Our Future (Orient
BlackSwan), that the climate stabilisation
burden can be justly shared on many criteria,
not just equal per capita emissions. At
Durban, BASIC must resist the “Copenhagen
temptation” of supporting a weak, ineffective
climate agreement instead of a FAB deal
because that would impose no obligations on
it. That will harm the South’s people.
A former Senior Editor of The Times of India,
Praful Bidwai is one of South Asia’s most widely
published columnists, whose articles appear in
more than 25 newspapers and magazines. He
is also frequently published by The Guardian, Le
Monde Diplomatique and Il Manifesto.
http://www.thenews.com.pk

Media Analysis
Analysis of primetime coverage of
stories
(October-December 2011)

The primetime band on six prominent news
channels during the month of OctoberDecember 2011 was dominated by national
politics, international affairs and crime. In the
month of October there were 1101 stories on
national politics, 804 stories on international
affairs and 630 stories on crime occupying
35.55%, 25.96% and 20.34% of primetime
respectively. On environment and wildlife
there were just 20 stories taking a mere 0.65%
of primetime. In November too, the similar
trend continued as there were 1190 stories
on national politics, 658 stories on crime and
654 stories on international affairs. With just
45 stories, environment and wildlife remained
at the bottom with just 1.44% of primetime
coverage. In December 2011, national politics
continued its dominance over the primetime
telecast with 1252 stories while environment
and wildlife, predictably was last with only
63 stories. In terms of primetime percentage
national politics stories topped with 45.24%

Environment and wildlife stories
on news channels
In the month of October, CNN-IBN was the most
sensitive channel to the issues of environment
and wildlife with 48 minutes of news broadcast,
followed by DD news (17 mins) and Star news
(4 mins). Zee News gave just about 3 minutes
to the topic, whereas Aaj Tak‘s 1 minute and
NDTV 24*7 no coverage made the mockery, of
the efforts made by various environmentalists.
In the month of November the total time of
coverage increased from 74 mins to 127 mins
including 62 minutes on DD News followed
by 31 mins on NDTV 24*7. Aaj Tak and Star
News broadcast stories of about 3 minutes
each. The month of December saw a further
rise in the total time provided to environment
and wildlife from 127 mins to 161 mins. There
was a substantial increase in the coverage time
of environment stories telecast on DD News
along with some other channels because the
crucial Climate Change Conference in Durban
had reached its final stages. The total coverage
time was - DD News (107 mins), CNN-IBN
(24 mins), Zee News (12 mins), Star News
(9 mins), NDTV 24*7 (7 mins) and Aaj Tak (2
mins) correspondingly.

EnvironmentalStoriesonNewsChannels(inminutes)
120
107
100

80
Time(in%)

BASIC’s emissions are rising much faster than
the world’s. Between 1990 and 2009, global
CO2 emissions from fuel combustion rose by
37.2 percent. But India’s emissions increased
by 175.9 percent, and China’s by an even higher
196.8 percent. Brazil’s emissions grew by 68.4
percent and South Africa’s by 53.7 percent.
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Books
Capturing carbon: the new weapon in the
war against climate change

Adapting to climate change: UNDP-GEF
initiatives financed by LDCF, SCCF and
SPA

Author(s)

: Mills, Robin M

Year of Publication

: 2011

Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher

Publisher

: C. Hurst & Co.; London

Call No.

: 551.583.9 MIL

Description

: xviii, 465p.

Costing adaptation: preparing for climate
change in India
Author(s)

:

Markandya, Anil., Mishra, Arabinda.,
(Eds.)

Year of Publication

: 2011

Publisher

: TERI; New Delhi

Call No.

: 551.583.5 MAR

Description

: iv, 258p.

Adaptation to climate change: from
resilience to transformation
Author(s)

: Pelling, Mark

Year of Publication

: 2011

Publisher

: Routledge; Oxon

Call No.

: 551.583.5 PEL

Description

: xiv, 203p.

Community forest monitoring for the
carbon market: opportunities under redd
Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher
Call No.
Description

:
:
:
:
:

Skutsch, Margaret., (Ed.)
2011
Earthscan, London
551.583.11 SKU
xix, 188p.

Call No.
Description

: Kamilla, Srilata
: 2011
United Nations Development
:
Programme; New York
: Electronic
: 80p.

Author(s)

:

Year of Publication

: 2011

Publisher

: OECD/IEA; Paris

Call No.

: Electronic

Description

: 59p.

Climate change and cities: first
assessment report of the urban climate
change research network
Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher
Call No.
Description

Rosenweig, Cynthia., Solecki, William
: D., Hammer, Stephen A., Mehrotra,
Shagun., (Eds.)
: 2011
: Cambridge University Press; Cambridge
: 551.583.5 ROS
: xxiii, 286p.

Climate change, ecology and systematics
Author(s)

Hodkinson, Trevor R., Jones, Michael
: B., Waldren, Stephen., Parnell, John
AN
: 2011

Population, climate change, and women’s lives

: Cambridge University Press; Cambridge

Call No.

: 551.583.42 HOD

Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher
Call No.
Description

Description

: xi, 524p.

Low carbon strategies for inclusive
growth: an interim report
Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher
Call No.
Description

:
:
:
:
:

India, Planning Commission
2011
Government of India; New Delhi
551.583.4 IND
114p.

Catalysing climate finance: a guidebook
on policy and financing options to support
green, low-emission and climate-resilient
development
Author(s)

: Glemarec, Yannick

Year of Publication

: 2011

Publisher

:

Accounting for health impacts of climate
change
Author(s)
Year of Publication
Publisher
Call No.
Description

: Asian Development Bank
: 2011
Asian Development Bank; Manila,
:
Phillipians
: Electronic
: 44p.

Blunden, J., Arndt, D S., Baringer, M
O., (Eds.)

Author(s)

:

Year of Publication

: 2011

Publisher

:

Call No.

: 551.583 BLU

Description

: 266p.

American Meteorological Society;
Boston, Massachusetts

Call No.

: Electronic
: 148p.
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The COP adopts decisions and
resolutions, published in reports of the
COP. Successive decisions taken by the
COP make up a detailed set of rules for
practical and effective implementation of
the Convention.

What is CMP?
• The COP serves as the meeting of the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, which also
adopts decisions and resolutions on the
implementation of its provisions.
•

This annual meeting is referred to as
the Conference of the Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol (CMP).

•

However, Parties to the Convention that
are not Parties to the Protocol are able to
participate in the CMP as observers, but
without the right to take decisions.

COP /CMP Presidency
• The office of the Conference President
rotates annually between the five United
Nations (UN) regional groups.
•

The African Group is the proud host of the
Conference with COP 17 / CMP 7 taking
place from 28 November to 9 December
2011 in Durban, South Africa. Kenya held
the Presidency of the Conference in 2006
with the COP 12 / CMP 12 in Nairobi.

•

Following the procedural rules of the
Conference, it is customary for the COP
and CMP to elect as President a minister
from the host country. The President
of COP 17/CMP 7 is Ms Maite NkoanaMashabane, the South African Minister of
International Relations and Cooperation.

State of the climate in 2010

United Nations Development
Programme; New York

Description

•

Buchner, Barbara., Brown, Jessica.,
Corfee-Morlot, Jan

Year of Publication

Engelman, Robert
2011
Worldwatch Institute; Washington DC
551.583.45 ENG
44p.

What is COP?
Since the UNFCCC entered into force in
1995, the Conference of the Parties (COP) to
the UNFCCC have been meeting annually to
assess progress in dealing with climate change.

Monitoring and tracking long-term
finance to support climate action

Publisher

:
:
:
:
:

FAQ - COP17

Past Newsletters
Duration: January - March 2009
Theme: Sports & Environment

Duration: April - June 2009
Theme: Biofuels
April - June 2009

January - March 2009

Quarterly Newsletter

CMS
ENVIS

Newsletter on

Environment & Media
Theme: Biofuels

Newsletter on

Environment & Media
Conceptionalised, researched and published by

Theme : Sports and Environment

nS

ystem

vironme
En

An Initiative of

nforma
al I
t

io

nt

Initiative of

INDIA

Supported by : Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi 110 003

Duration: October - December 2009
Theme: Biofuels
Duration: July - September 2009
Theme: Biofuels

Environment calendar

October - December 2009

July - September 2009

January

May

September

4- Oil Conservation Week

11- International Migratory Day

16- World Ozone Day

15 – Oil Conservation Fortnight

22 - International Biodiversity Day

28 - Green Consumer Day

30- National Cleanliness Day

31 - World No Tobacco Day
October

Newsletter on

Environment & Media

Newsletter on

Theme: Biofuels

Environment & Media
Theme: Biofuels
Conceptionalised, researched and published by

Conceptionalised, researched and published by

Initiative of

Initiative of

February

June

2-8 Wild Life Week

2- World Wetlands Day

5 - World Environment Day

4 - World Animal welfare Day

28- National Science Day

8 - World Ocean Day

5 - World Habitat Day

17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

10 – International Day for Natural Reduction

March

16 – World Food Day

2-4 World Sustainable Day

July

21- World Forestry day

11 – World Population Day

November

22 - World Water Day

28- World Nature Conservation Day

6- International Day for preventing the Exploitation
of the Environment in War and Arm Conflict

23 -World Meteorological Day
August

10 – World science Day

April

6- Hiroshima Day

21 – World Television Day

5- National Maritime Day

9 – Nagasaki Day

7- World Health Day

9 – International Day of the World Indigenous people

December

22- World Earth Day

2– Bhopal Tragedy day/ National Pollution Day

30- No Tobacco Day

11- International Mountain Day
14 National Energy Conservation Day

October – December 2011

A Report on

Quarterly Newsletter

International Summit on
Climate Change

Environment

We Cause Global Warming

Promoting Responsibility

COP 17/ CMP 7, DURBAN

CMS S
ENVIS

The CMS Environment team has been involved multifariously in policy research
and programmes evaluation aimed at creating sustainable solutions for environment
protection. India’s premier film festival on wildlife and environment, CMS VATAVARAN
is one of the many initiatives of the eclectic team.
Areas of Expertise
• Research and Evaluation
• Formulating Strategies
• Environmental Education
• Corporate Engagement
• Environment Information Resource Centre

ince the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
entered into force in 1994, the Conference of the Parties (COP) have been meeting
annually to assess progress in dealing with climate change. The COP adopts decisions
and resolutions and the successive decisions taken by the COP make up a detailed set of rules
for practical and effective implementation of the Convention. The COP also serves as the
meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP) which adopts decisions and resolutions
on the implementation of its provisions.
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The United Nations Conference on Climate Change held at Durban from November 28 December 09, 2011, delivered a breakthrough on the international community’s response to
climate change. During the summit the world agreed to a new global climate change regime
that will come into force starting 2020. The principle of equity found its place as life was
resuscitated back into Kyoto Protocol, which will continue to be in force beyond 2012.
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